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DEDICATION 


THIS HISTORY 18 RESPECTFULLY DEDI. 
CATED TO THE PIONEER MEN AND WOMEN 
WHO WITH VISION AND PERSEVERANCE 
TOOK A PRAIRIE HILL AND PUT A HOSP 
‘TAL ON If, IN ORDER THAT SUFFERING 
HUMANITY DIGHT BE PROPERLY CARED 
FOR. 
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A Message from Hon. H.C. Manning, 


Premier of the Province of Alberta 





1 appreciate this opportunity to extend best 
wishes on behalf of the Government of Alberta 
tm the occasion of the Golden Anniversary af the 
‘Hospital on the Ht 








‘This hoeptal, founded on the need for such 
‘4 service, came into being 50 years ayo as a 
Fesult of hard work by dedicated people Tt was 
fother shining. example of pioneer epitit and 
Thomanitarin effort in the Interest of the com- 
munity and its poole 


‘The “Hospital on the Hil”, now the Islay 
Municipal Hospital, has made 1 valuable contr 
bition to the welfare of Albertans over the past 
half century. "On behelf of the citizens of thie 
Province, may T express good. wishes t9 those 
taking part In the observance of this Golden 
Anniversary and pay tebule to those pioneers, 
eho through initiative and hard work, brought 
the hospital ino being 


mest C. Manning, 
Premier of Alberta 











A Message frum Hon. Anders 0. Aafborg, MLA, 
for Alexandra, and Minister of Education 


GREETINGS 





For half a centory the Islay Hospital has 
touchod the liver of all families in the district 
and fas a very special place in the hearts of 
thousands of grateful patients who have found 
comfort and healing within its wall 


This small country hospital has never enjoyed 
the glittering complex of faclities and exip- 
ment found im a modern elty hospital, but {thas 
always bean ‘noted for @ warm, home-like at- 
mosphere that makes the patient feel he is being 
frosted ae a person and not just another ease 
to be admitted and discharged as quickly as cold 
scientific efficiency will permit. 


Careful and courteous individual attention 
and treatment has been the key to the enduring 
ocess of this fine friendly hospital for over two 





(On behalf ofthe poople of Alexandra T salute 
the proud record of the Islay Hospital on the 
cocasion of its Piftith Anniversary, and pay 
tribute to the dedieatad men ‘nd women ho 
have served on the Board and the Staff of the 
Hospital over the years. May T algo take this 
opportunity to extend special congratulations to 
all those who have contributed to the planning 
land the preduction ofthis splendid book to com- 
hmemorate a notable event in the history of 
Eastern Alberta, 





Anders 0, Aalbort. 








A Message from Mr J. H. Kelly Reeve of the 
Municipal District of Vermilion iver 


The difficulties experienced in gathering 
authentic Stes for‘ story of this inde 
uly Hod atin the aceount given here, Records 
face buen. destroyed or misiald andthe first 
fettlers who pioneered the district are becoming 
River vent by your, The members of the hos 
foveal commltie are toe comaended. fora 
‘Hitieue ek wel done,” The present day res 
tients ot thie area of ngrranstern alberta owe 
fob of eraltnde to those ear plomeers wh 
{hit the foundations of ovr present snstieutions— 
not the Hes of ie the ay Moni 











Job 1, Kelly 


|A Message from Mr. D. B. Shiveff, Chairman 
of the Board of Islay Municipal Hospital 


‘As Chairman of the present Inlay Munleipl 
‘Hospital Board, {would Ik fo exprese my thanks 
{oval those people who hada part in making this 
Friary ont, gue i he 

jer generation mule have regard this Hospic 
ta cte'umendut step forward im the pioneer 
lite of thelr dite. 


1 appreciate the cooperation I have fad from 
the Hott members, he geretary, and the matron 
Sod staff doring the pus ete fre that ave 
inten s Hoard member and hope that this Hospital 
tlenntinge fo serve the pull’ needs for many 
ears to come 





Douglas B. Shirrett 
Chieman 











Message from Tom Lee, 2 member of the Original 
Board of Islay Lady Minto Cottage Hospital 


Dewberry, May 15, 1961 





Dear Friends 


1 was indeed ind of you to ask me to write 
samessage for the bool. Tapprecate the honor 


My wife is just back from the Hospital where 
she had! bout with pneumonia and she speaks 
In highest terme of her treatment there, 


have many fond memories of Lady Minto 
ospital and the old Board. Tm sure the present 
Board is dolng a good ob. 


‘Keep Islay Hospital the Best Tn The West! 
Sincerely 
‘Tom Lee 








FOREWORD 


Joo words concerning our problems ix preparing this sor 
stout beset by ayo} caplaaton and comment = ss 


Firat « word about information and sourcen. Fee people rd 
uty of ‘hat ome tint eas oti to ale 2 ebro hess 
tnd ther. “ir did't happen ta ey someone soe. know, Twas 
there“ wish they Bat asked’ before wring hy down” |The 
Sepia mate ery ae to pb the work hy had deren 
Sf teers wore writen in an flr to cane thse wo might be of 
hence. We are ereaiy indebted to al tho eho hase glance 
Slematin or ste Sarsced wor maneron topes for iPlay te 
made is hor posible 


The problem of “fics” confronts any, Kirin. Oar commie 
serena, trepton” Inevitably tocaue wl eaky Who was the fst 
‘Set Sik ws the fie bain? This problem har sera spect 
‘hen the question simply cont be anseral. Perhaps ne rosrd et 
pet tk tines or if record was hep twas destroy in fre many 
Yeats ego, Ford 19 rely apun fle human tomory, the hitonan 
finds the shose who should keow can't agree! Hence the old saying, 
ory tae greed upon" 














Asin, whet of the “nexs"? Is the fist doctor who stay oly 
1 year eiled to more consideration, beoase he wa frat, than the 
te ade atyed twenty fe? 


(Oar anower ha been that we are interest nll thve sho hove 
aden cotrbion the Hospi and hace done awe conf eabch 
Ther itety. "Our Rano Snot a caleton of “fos only. 





The problem of liming the topic als has 10 be faced. If i 
noun for evample, that te fst tain wont har Tay én 1905, 
omebody is ere fo soy Yer, but twas ella "ay the, The ad 
meas “Iand Lak” ‘Bsplanetions sill then he necevery thot 
eta at omy id nt ae tee oof 
romano th Indian tribe former ithe area opes wp still more 
Tiki of ogy. 


Obinaly limits mast be drown somewhere 


asy inthe study of Iley Movil the committee decided that if 
the ination wae mad aniqae wa certainly untae end9 eatend 
sing ‘eyond ordinary ls would be rapelted as the Seformaton 
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Ingen to come init Became clear thatthe sory of Il Hospi ws 
ro ju the ory of a sllage commana vin of hop dtc 
Smtiow Bimowton and London jst wl not ker nt‘ the sory 
dnd wide varity 0) pesonascr—ndisonen, pronirs lesen 
srr imonton Ytcneen fot eae miners 
ne Kat expected tet only waren ad dSctor 





To sam up, we think that can be shown that Iley Hopital has 
‘ham honorable place tn the gener story of meth. Cara, on 
again role the ty of medic ad hp 





ow wall we hase shown Hie in the mcceding pages we lave 
the reader toads, 


LW. Saw owt Menke 


n 








THE HOSPITAL ON THE HILL 


‘To the staff of the Islay Municipal, 
With tacos eherubie and kissable 
Who lighten the lives of patients and wives 
Who wish going home was permisssble. 
by Gare Kay 
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‘THE HOSPITAL ON THE HILL, 
CHAPTER ONE 


INTRODUCTION 


The search for the “fire” doctor in this area, would likely 
take us into the feopes ofthe Gres, Blackfect, Sarees and AC. 
Xiniipines One high hil in eastern’ Alberta, “Akasu® ot "Sick 
Man’ Hil near Lavoy, ota es ‘name from Cree legend, Who 
‘was the sick man, and what Was the sickness, we wonder, tht 
i imprested islt‘on those people as to be commemoratat tn 
ihe eof and lake ur orth of i Wat ne ofthe 
rea smallpox epidemics that in some cases wiped out entre 
neampmentat “Phe year 1518 1s “the gear of the “li for 
‘any of us. No doubé "Aas Ti” was tamed i the sae way 


David Thompeon tells ws that of all the Indians he knew 
the Crees had the greatest knowledge of the medicines that 
‘ould be mado from native. plants. “Countless remedies” were 
Probably brewed hy” the Indians trom plants tht we curse as 
‘weeds each proving Season 


‘Where surgery was concemed one shudders st the thougit 
of the sutfering that was endured hy a people who undereltod 
litle about "Anthony Henday tit we of a Indian who was 
4p severely injured by a grisly hearin the azen south of Greely 
Hear Coulee that he died several days later of the wounds. Me 
IG. MacGregor has conjectured whether this incident ii fac, 
te sautee ofthe name of that couse 
‘For the men who made the first CPLR, survey through 
townships 47 and 48 in the 1870’ the nearest docior may hare 
been in Winnipeg. Later, after 187, the telegraph line brought 
Imodical advice a Ute deeer, J. &. MacDonald telly us that 
44 medical book as kept in the telegraph fice at Hattletort 
It contained full instructions as to wat should be done in aces 
of illness ‘or accident.” The operators at the various stations 
Iade'tse of this fnformation when neccesary, and advice, wes 
Feely given to anyune who requested fe Ong can imagine the 
Robert MeKernan family at the Gristly Bear Telegeaph Staion 
‘aking use of this tervee, J. F. Dyke Parker and W. C, Gi 
‘Slatoned at the second teiegrapi station in the area, Eleanor’ 
may also have had to make ave of this rough and Teady service 
surveyors ran the survey of the 14th base line in 1879, 
M. Aldons fing in charge in the townshipe now ineing Dow 
berry, Hazaldite and Ciandonald. "W. A> Ashe, J: Dogpe, & 
Bray ‘apd PACA. Belanger were running’ townehip and range 
lines after 1882,” Worklog under the most primitive of condi: 


So J, G, Meer, Bb The Sling Mout, 
+ TAS Fe aia abet 
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tons and far from thelr supply bases, these men found that 
sturvy, typhoid fever and ptomaine poisoning were thir worst 
fnemles No doubt there were rush'trips teat ia om the line 
for help from Batlefor 


‘Typhoid fover struck again in the fall of 1908 when Mfrs. 
George Powell, and’ daughter Nelly Armston had to be taken 
from the ranch at Inland Hil, the Vermilion River Valley, to 
bo hospitalized i, Bamonton’ ‘This surely ghe,of the Hirst 
eases" on rocard from the homestending period of this area's 
story. Te would be intaresting to know if Ste Powell knew 
that here wasn medical practioner with the Barr colony 
fu the Fourth Meridian, about, forty miles away. Dr. W. W 
‘Amos wan there, with tent for an office. ile had arrived, 
snith the Barr Cslomats not lon before Tm any event, Edward 
Calvert now of Chipman, tals that his brother drove. Mrs 
Sowell andher dhe to howl in dono, where ee 
covery took pace. 





Speaking of the Barr Colonists, cacy had they arrived in 
‘what ls aow Lloydminster, when agitation been for the oreant 
Yailon of Hospital Committee and\the raising of a fund to 
fila hoeptal” Digeuenion of thiy matter ts recerded in ‘The 
lyunineer Ties in ls after lee during aftr 190 
And. of course, the fie wonld soon come when Lloydminster 
ould boast of having the fist ‘United: Municipal Hospital in 
{ke province’ of Alberta and Saskatchewan, But that i nother 











song MU remembers that omarion, crows oyun, to 
EHDA Phe wot igen of men at ores he ey 
in June of 1903, and evideniy ame arrangement bad fen made 
for hospitalization and medical eare in eases of accdent. IE 
{here was a doctor with these crews we have not been abe 
find any panticuars’ ‘There is record of a De: Dura sting 
ta pelise at Breage, on 86-506 Wa, i May of 1908. ve 
‘dentiy there raz no doce t Island Lake, on 10-514, W.4, noe ab 
fhe pretent location under the name of Tay, unt 1908, ‘i 
A. Fyfe remembers that a Doctor Walsh waa in Iaiay for some 
ioniha that year. Hil Waterfield (alls of being well sequainted 
With Dr. Walsh and having: many interests in common. Dr. 
Walsh appears fo have moved to B.C. and corresponded with 
Airs A"Beceoft’s brother for some time, He it supposed, to 
tava gt the dntets people were a0 Rely & doctor 











Dr. Walsh, then, can be cited as the first doctor to practise 
fn Toy. Hs stay was short and, of course, he had no. on 
nection with aia’ Hospital, "Neverthelese he’ played part 
perhape a Very important part fn the lives of those who came 
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{g,bim for help—in the story of what is now Inlay Hospital 
Distr. 


‘There was no doctor in Islay in 1000 when Mrs. Davis’ 
daughter, now irs. Ait Joues, was eked ‘y's. horse ‘ae 
apverely Injared. Sho was taken to Lioydminste tor treatment 
‘Some of ‘the: Waterfield family hed typhoid fever that same 
‘year and had Yo be treated in Lloydnlister 


Jim McClelland remembers that there was no doctor in the 
ppinter"of 1810 and 101i, when he had 9 get doctor from 
Tieytiminster to come to treat his stepfather 


Dr; Mahood arrived in Islay in 1011, He was therein the 
{all when Bill Armutrong broke his le, nd was on hand fo set 
Sim Carey remembers that Dr, iahood was in Isley for 
the ‘construction period of the Lady Minis Cottage Hospital 
Be pth devon charge when Valme Walker ww born a 

rx Hennessy'¢ on May ie 1912." Jt at Dr, Maho 
left islay about the tine Dr. Howson arrived. It is seria 
that Dr) Maliood’s name does, not appear in any. Hospital tee 
cords, ‘br, Hawksley Hil of Calgary bas informed us that Br 
Mahood served as Metical Wealth Officer’ in Calgary before 
soing into private practice, 


Which Dog Are You Going To Head For? 


ack Mey cam remember Ds. Mahon vary, clean 
hhaving driven the Doctor on several vey long tripe both no 
and south of Talay, "On one oneason he drove it onan emer. 
ener call to Mebiuilens, in the Greenlawn alstri “Another 
fp, this time to the soith, is remembered beeause of cover 
Untiua circumstances fm connection with i 


‘There was a telephone in Eliott and Gilcrits store, One 
‘Sanday’ evening for tome’ reason long fongoten Alek Cichet 
Iopenet to go down to the store Wife he was thure the 
{elsone rang.” Te'was a ell Som a party south ot Ritz 
‘An old lady was sick andthe Doctor was needa.” A tp of 
about 20‘miles to the south ard east of lay was lavlved ed 
fe'was already efter 8:0 ofc in the evening. “The dost 
Happened to be handy, and dack MeNeil ras avaiable’ vo 
$0 the ot out twas ate ithe fal of 1910 and tere $e 
to moon, so they travelled as beat they could Tolowing the 
‘ats tell from the enn south of nae ant noting the hts 
‘om familiar homesteads. ‘Brentualy Yack began Go fel ae 
aay afout the direction they were ging, and feided o atop 
and asi directins, When they came Yo'a farmstead Chey 
Kearmed with surprise What they were xt Harry Eliotts, 
vray able fo give Quem general directions fowarlt reaching ther 
destination, nd they Stari off again, angling’ to the south 
‘nd east "Somewhere off in the distance in front of them won 
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howled. Then another dog howled, this time « little to the 
Fight of the fire. “Which dog sre you going to heed for?" 
faked Dr Mahood. “Jack MeNeilly decided they” would head 
for the dog to the right, They drove for some time and the 
dh howled. againy ant they hcked thelr bearings Finally 
‘hey came to'r aff where che ral forked. BieNedly again 
Aecided to go go the right. "When they reached the other ede 
tf the butt they could'see the lights of a farmhouse, and this 
Droved to be their destination, 


JJck remembers that, Dr, Mahood was col, and not one to 
panje at the possility of getting fost,” In this respect ho was 
Unlike many Gtier customers, some of them doctors, who would 
tucson the driver's judgment untl he felt that he really Was 
fost wien in fact he wat om the right tall 











CHAPTER TWO 


‘THE SETTLERS 


‘The building of the Canadian Northern railway made every 
new ese station he ef» pent town, et 
Dearest pot on the railway. The iron tracks rearranged travel 
Patterns in somewhat the way that’ a magnet attracts iron 
Flings that have been iving without pattern 


Homesteaders’ trails tended to head for the nesrest point 
on the railway Tine "And businest men, bo. doubt aware that 
ich pola couldn, beeome a major town, dill posse 
‘tiract business o their chosea point on the ine by oefering 
Fnduccments and service. There was race to get, creamerien, 
Glevators) bans, and blackenlth shops established. I 
ae gant a oer Ronee acta al ap at ae ard 
all shows eee 














Islay’ location had certain advantages and, disadvantages 
‘The first railway survey through the “park belt" avoided the 
‘leekfoot His "by" gotng south of them. This route crossed 
the Blackfoot, Griaty Bear and. Buffalo coules, where long 
‘enti would have to be hui "The strvevors of the Canadian 
Northern octad fo avoid these coulees by going Uirough the 
yorthern elgg ofthe Blackfoot Hila ‘To find sulable gradient 
long the Mill orming the eastern rim of the basin in which 
Kenworth Lake fie, was necasary to angle money thpee lls 
forth’ along what became kngyn as the "iitocoty Hil Then 
the righeotway. angled south ‘guint follow & watereoiee 
a rere int ee eva and ang te Yermiton River. Tn 
Paced almost four ‘les’ nearer che. townships to" tho. north 
Than either Kiteeoty or Borradaie. A'study of the population 
growth in the fist ton years shows that this postion waa very 
important 














Along with these advantages vent the dleadvantage that 
Kenilworth Lake representa ange empty space in the marie 
And, production ‘area tnbutary ‘tw ialey. Aloo. the hily area 
te'twe south has never been as thickly populated av other parts 
of the tebutary area 


" 








In balance, however it was a better than average “terminal” 
situatn . 


‘The first post office was opened by Stewart Macinnes and 
‘was qn hie homestead an SW 10-01-14, being known as "island 
Take" "He operated the frst store for a short time, sling 
‘ont; about October 1905, to Harry Eilott who ater worked 
Gera whale Glcp The at station agent wa 

ir Wateriela," The slrst Anglican church servico Was held 
inthis bulding before it wat offilally opened as a station, 
‘The fre section men stationed at Inlay’ were Me, BieShead and 
Mrs Brvomiead’ “The dere hvery ‘baen wae operated by Jim 
Gry ing hapten, with So Ge fh it 
Fiavelock Moore opened the finst umber Yaré, George Davisoa 














nd Hilly Falls were the first butchers. By July 1907 the fir 
‘hoot had been eslabllzhed- A newspaper, “The Wideawake, 
twas being published, fev. MeLennan was the frst minister: 
inthe Presbyterian Church, followed soon by Revd. Geaton, 
Hey. Harold Edwards served several Anglican points, including 
Isiay, for number of yonrs. After 1909 Father Goutier was 
"Bilt “sgoe, alg the school on the oeasone when" be 


‘The growth of the rural areas using Islay as thelr terminal 
was in sce respects more spectactar than the growth of the 
Village. "At the time the cents waa taken fn 1906 atleast thros 
{ownships had no poplation at ll. iy 1011 these same towne 
ships contained 257 people. "The township containing Dewherrs, 
‘5i:K, had grown fram 01 people n 1008 to 164 to miko ithe 
‘second most thickly populated township, send’ only to the one 
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Including. Islay, Si-4, with 221 people, Township 62-4 grew 
from 22 in 1006 to $4 in Tolt. Pownship S0-1 greased from 
‘in 1906 to 08 in 1911." A similar sory” could be Told for the 
townships in ranges 8 and’5, half of which would later be ine 
‘ude in che Islay Hospital Distr, 


Population increased, tho cattle herds grew, and the grain 
poursd'ine ‘The Islay levator Company ‘waa’ organized and 
onstruction began on the fret elevator in 1008, with -Liond 
nd George Cameron. as" contractors, Neil lekachern, the 
first operator, when interviewed In 1956 statad that eiween 
40700 and 50,000 bushes of grain was handled the first season, 
This included “a nice ear of fax” Nel prowdly pointed out 
that Mr. Springtord, farming north of Kitscoty, offen brought 
grain {0 Telay, a dd many people from the Matwayne distri, 
Retold story tat ilustrated the svat that existed betwen 
the various villages, "Ona Tarmer complained. of the price he 
wns wetting at tho Inlay elevator, ad took his next ood. to 
Hitscoty, in’ tow days he wae buck af slay with «oad 
"YoU af least give me the aligh and the horses hack” he sai 
‘in Kitscoty they wanted the whole thing!” 


[Neil remembered that from 100 to 160 teams came in on 
qr de A cule seve ad any Wold fave to 

‘over nighé, taxing the livery stables capacity, and giving 
‘Gooming Bornes ty Whe ot, “Some Sema fee ak 
day fo take the trip n wit grain, and a second day Co retorn 
Home with the supplies "purchased 


{Galt wore driven in to Islay for shipping from as far as 
fy Bonyvile astct, “These dives ual tok pace nthe 
fall when the leaves had ‘blown off the. tres’ anf runaways 
‘oula'be easily seen and brought beck to the herd. ‘The Sesh 
{hewan River was usualy eroased by ferry st Monewa Crossing, 
seul where Lindberg i now, "Several ope forthe net 
‘would be made on the way south, arrangements having been 
‘ade with farmers, who had ultable corrals. Elmer ‘lott 
{alls of ring for Dob Braithwaite who hogght eat and shipped 
through Islay. "Eimer ean remember leing cattle in the beh, 
Dut does not reall Tosing. any erosing the Saskatzhewan, 
although several head would Jump from the ferry and smi, 


‘A good peture of rural development in this period can be 
gained from f study of the organization of school districts ‘The 
Est achool district ictuding fand now in Tsay Hospital District, 
as Streton, established is January of 1O0b.. It'was one of 
the first schools in eastern Alberix: Morrison, ‘Aluniale and 
Islay came ext in 1907, 1908 saw ing, Trimble and Sle 
dice established as gchool districts, Six districts: Irwin, 
Dem Ent, Wath, Gaotn Hott aa Sanh Deen net 
organized in 1909," making’ {tan outstanding’ yeat for” schol 

gation in thia art of Alberta Hivertan, iy, Moyetion 
Sf" Unian alstriets came’ into Being te 1810) Ritnaied ad 


19 























Holyrood were organized in 1811, the same season that the 
Hleital Fund wat inaugurated 


Here, as eluwhere in the Canadian West the rural shoo! 
played an important part community life, being ‘usually the 
‘ist community projeet tbe completed ‘the school balding 
‘was. dancehall coneert-hal, theatre, and church, "Box socials 
{ind commonity gatherings of al kinds wore held there, It was 
Stten the local falling-booth when federal and provincial elec- 
tions were held. The sehool near the centre f the rural muni 
Lipalty became the pace for the ratepayers’ annual moot 
Morrison Scio, for example, served the ratopayere of Vermilion 
Valiey Municipality in ths espeey for many’ years Th schools 
Ihentioned abave were all available for uso inthe busy expan 
{hat promoted the buslding of Talay Hospital, ‘tom Lee a 
member for s number of Years of Lady Minto Hospital boats 
fine told of firse meeting Misa Tectgen at a social in Riverton 
‘8Ghoo” Later Mise Teotgen woul pela report of this type 
‘of mecting in the Lele of Thanet News. Hore, are. Mr Lee's 
Words; “Just one tte final toneh, "I spoke of Miss Teelgen 
Semin fo iveron to, peat Wen te retard (England 
She tala'n an iasue of the elo of Thanet News of a airess 
the had made there. She describe speaking in our’ Riverton 
Schoo! and uve a vivid desertion of the natives. coming in 
inayeracks dawn by oxen, Dut what fwally burned our women 
Bpvens fer rteenc oe organ af whieh they wert So ore 

cy raised money themselves and sant to Baton's for it She 
called t's lite old wheery harmonium ™ 





‘A word about the settlers themselves is In order, Probably 
no frontier "aren Was ever settled ty people whose background 
‘tas mote varied, “Most of the countries of Europe were Tere 
Tented, if only by a famiy oe two. "A large proportion were 
pelt speaking. ‘Many hed come diectiy from tie British 
las odirs had settled elsewhere before fally locating here 
Ncoeiderabe number came from the older proviness of Canada 
Blany were eastern Canadiane returning to Conade after a time 
pent fn tho United States, And. many were Apericans who 
hull cay that thee Aamiies ad been’ American for 8 number 
Stigenerations. Here and there eeveral families who had known 
Soc other in an older somaunity reed together, but generally 
Speaing there wee no pattera to the setlement 


‘Where religion was concerned the variety was as great 
Here and there’ the presence of several families of fhe same 
Feigious. persuasion Made the arly construction of a rural 
Church posable, but tis was the exception rather than the 
fale "AN Saint’ Chareh, Pleasant Valley, builtin 1906 and St 
Govine's Chureh, Stretton, are examples: Tsay, of course, had 
Soth"an Anglin and Presbyterian Chureh by 4906, 
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Steam engineers, plicomen, storekecpors, and men holding 
degrees In arte could'be found sinonget the stile, A number 
had picked up a smattering of a second and even third language 
Ait Rolingion remembers overhearing Jack Lively uso Hina: 
stant expression in speaking to his dog. Conversation Vien Te. 
ealod that both men hal been in South Afren, Many had 
‘een farmers and would continue farming on the new fron 
Many had no intention of remaining farmers, viewing the graat 
Gt 160 aeren of land as an opportunity ta amace'n le capital 
Sind get into some ether ine af work and investment 








lopearing threw into late contact with each other peonle 
who haul grown pin the most high inartsaliedcouabry in 
the world‘and' people who had cote from another agricutral 
Frontier. What one didn't know about farming the other con 
fell him, “And, vice versa, when Te came to community organ! 
ation "tho man fvom the more malure callure was able and 
‘ling to supply the leadership, 


This brief sketch would not be complete without mention 
of ta ntti con the oie sit, Pele hed 
bet together; liked fo attend mectings.-"A common expression 
{tthe time was, "It you can't boost don't knack" Accordingly, 
it was not hard to get poopie to assume public responsibil 
Asi tuped out there wan plenty of epporanity for public 
Servee,"'Soon every school district would have its baa. The 
new inetownship.raunicpalities each needed a full slate of 
ounelos, and ih tne municipal hospital boares would. be 
required 














poctors 
Dr. Walsh 1908 
Dr, Stanley Mahood rons 
Dr. Christopher Howson iors 
Dr. Frank Gray aout 
Dr. Christopher Howson 19141915, 1916 
Dr. J.J. Knoll is 
Dr. G. A, Minorgan roi9.1920 
De. H. Armstrong 1920-1928 
Dr. B, E. Knapp 1926-1981 
Dr. Barden 1801-1995 
Dr. A. H. Sweet 1905- 








(CHAPTER THREE 


‘A HOSPITAL 18 NEEDED 


Jack Lively, was horn jn Sussex, Kgland, in 1877. Aftor 
signing on as “ship's boy" on a. 200-ton British argue, the 
George Seymour, he spent a number of Years knocking around 
in'South Africa, Argentina and Chile. “He worked a guide, 
feographer, cowboy, and naturalist’ assatant, and. served I 
‘the Hoce War. In 1005 he marred Ellen Testgen, a gl be had 
ret in Sosser, and they sulted in Patagonia Aigentina.” She 
didyt ike Patagonia, and he tired of ito they decided t0 fo 
{o'Rio De Jane, "Yellow fover wae raging in Rio, andthe 
Authorities wouldn't Tet them go ashore, a0 the ship’ took the 
‘ouple on ita return passage to Ragland. "In England they heard 
‘of homestaading opboreunitiee in western’ Cansday and decided 
to give it try, arriving in eastern Alberta in Juno, 1906- 


They had a lotto of introduction to Rev. Loyd, who had 
come out With the arr Colony.” Their homestead was west 
Gf the colony's easter edge, on NE 20.513 Wi Bill Beleham 
bers hag told us that Toward Thor's house was built by Jack 
Lively rs. Lively was a numa, with a certifieate In miwifery. 
She ad a great many eas ayy from home, one from 80 mils 
orth. In felling this part of the story we are privileged to be 
table fo quote re, Lively herself, who lives with her daughter 
in Saletary, New Hampshire, 


“In our tie, travel was by bugay or oxeart over prairie 
‘rails, so we didn't go fer afield. "Somehow it got out That T 
Was @ aurac, Thad many calls away from home, women ating 
the to take tham into my house for thelr confinement. Thad 
‘many more calls tha T could possbly care for in ry home, and 
Teouida't very wall fave home, having stall lt and farm 
Iwork to da. There was no Thoepltal between ovdminseer and 
limonton at that time, and no doctor” (Batars Note: here 
hie Livelyis writing shout the period before 1910. Vegrevile 
‘Hospital was extalshed in 10400) 


“There wore many incdents of greater or lees importance 
‘One tle T went fo'n sick svoman wo hed etta appendicitis, 
Wear posse fo move her.” She died.” 


“Another time Juck and T came across a man lying senseless 
ip his haytild, "He had fallen off the load and dislocated is 
Shoulder” We fixed him dp az well ne possible and carted im 
into Iain, to the Hoopital “ie thanked his lucky stars that 
he had Bought a tendalar ticket. He. was a bachelor, and 
lied alone. On our way home we ealledon his nearest near, 
alco @ bachelor, who’ Went over and tendod his axen, patiently 
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waiting in the corral to be unhitched, unloaded the hay and di 
‘ier chores'* “(idiv's Note: ‘the reeder will pardon ts for 
[elling Bit ahead of the story bere. We thought i appropriate 
fo include the story at this polnt) Incidents ike this, Mrs. 
Lively points out, proved "the need fora hospital, for expectant 
mothers, and clears, etme ‘of accident with no one to 
fate for them, and-so on!" But all waa not tragedy, az this 
following passage shows: 


“Those were wonderful days, ‘Talk about the wide open 
spaces! They" wore there, indeed. " Apa’ the. people, thou 
Seattarod, were so really vlandly, and our get-togethers 20 
itappy that fe was truly worth living. No reals, notelepione, 
no'radio or TV.” Mail from Tey onee a wesk, when one man, 
‘oing to town, ‘would tying out letters and a0'on forall those 
‘Shoge places he passed, “A traveller, stranded, would be put 
Up for the night, ven supper, a shake down, breakfast and 
Seaton his way.” Sometimes He'd give a hand with the cores, 
‘rmilking, by Way of payment” Nobody ever hacked thelr doors 
A nightie i they went of for'a tip 











Tn 1009, when Mrs. Lively was expecting another baby, 
hor sister dls Ada. “Tectgen ame out to-help her. The 
tuby, Wiliam John Josops: Lively, arrived safely in Sine at 
that” year." However, like many’ ‘babies ‘bor jn those ‘culy 
Sears’ hie say with the happy parents was not lang. He died 
July idth, 1602 tie age of 1 month and ten days 


We mist consider this event of frat importance in our 
story. “iad this child lived there iste doubt that the Lively 
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would have been a very happy couple, and Miss Teetgen a most 
iovoted sant. There can also be lite doubt that lay would 
have waited many more vears for the establishment of 8 howl: 
{if leod a hoeptal were seared af all. "That there a 
hog for hospital there can be no doubt. “Everyone knew that 
‘hospital was nezestary.-‘Babies were belng or, people were 
geting slely accidents wore happening. But thon, theve things 
Fave aways been fumanty’s Tot and what Is everyone's bus 
reas is often nobody's business The passage of ne duls the 
fg of sorrow, and ait. grave ip country” graveyard Is 
fully forgotten. “That there’ was the economic oselty of 
fstablishing a hogptal in raw now country wae somelng 
fess caay toate. Ie appears to have beon the Livelye and Mies 
ctgon who first saw this posibiity” I i absolutely conta, 
fhat the eatablahment of a heeptal in particular a taterity 
Hospital, became no ese than a "white passion” for this tio, 














Mrs, Susan Springford remembers that the baby died from 
suffocation.” Te hd turned on ts face, and Ms. Lively “ound 
e'dead. A doctor has stated that, if‘tte occured, Ue eh 
‘ott likely had pnebronia, and should have ‘been recesing 
Sela care of «kind possible only in hospital 


BABY 0° MINE 


Why didst thou come to me, Baby of mine? 
Te pot to say wich me, Baby’ o! mine? 

Soft, clutching” bande 1 feel, 

Stronger than bands of steel 

‘Left wounds that never heal, Baby of mine? 


Why aidst how go away, Baby o mine? 
Just called in"on your way, Baby me? 
Siar dust thou travelled trough 

Hind filed these eves of blue 

Say are the legends true, Baby o mine? 


‘Tell me Is sorrow vain, Baby’ o! mine? 
Sty Is there ‘wasted palm, Baby" mine? 
Of can you tell me: why 

Why wore and children die 

Is"there some rosson ‘why, Baby o' mine? 


Why doat not speak to me, Baby of mine? 
How can T'scek: for. theo, Baby o° mine? 
Now thou srt wiser fer 
‘Than ll our wisest are 
Ohy answer’ from thy star, Baby o” mine 


—by Jack Lively 
(Prom The Palette—by Jacke Lively Copyright 1955) 
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Dre, W. R, Kent was able to fill in details concerning the 
event. Migs ‘Teotgen called at our home at Streamstown to 
rvange wit my father for the burial of Mis. Lively baby 
Hy father, the Rev, Re Smyth, was the minister at the time 
He ‘was first’ Angican minister at. Marwayne Streamstown, 
‘The baby’s grave i in the Streamtown cemetery, which Is one 
fal pat atone ba milo south of the corner south of that 


ise Testgen, was to refer to the death of her sister's 
baby many Hes Ip the next several Years. There is an article 
Inthe Edmonton Journal for Agus 18, 1911. whieh peludos 
this statements vit was over the body of tle dead child 

er wn ssi’ cid she rele do do something 








Probably the first people to hear of the idea of a hospital 
syria of Se citi smmoditly eat a south of 
al Stretign School, at that time the closest schod to the Lively 
farm. At any. mais Mew. Lively mentions Chane Springtor, 
"Copiain” Ashworth, and the Morgan brothers, Percy and Vin: 
‘ene, as among the frst tive approval, encouragement, and 
Support to the idea, 
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APTER FOUR 





‘A HOSPITAL IS PLANNED 


‘We do not find reference to the Hospital project again until 
he summer of 19L1. At that Ume #0 many of the deta of 
fe plan have been worked oat that we know that much Bard 
‘wort must have been done inthe preceding two year "To Mrs 
Lively went the task of drawing Up the orginal plans far the 
Hoepitaly "I planned n wide sttrway with ample Warning-room 
atthe top for stretcher eaaes""" "The othor essential features of 
fhe plan" Grawn up by Mrs Lively were later claborated at 20 
Graizage and lighting, and blueprinted by. James. itenderson, 
fan Edmonton arehitact."Ms"Lively anticipated, that thers 
‘would be emergencies, and foft a. wide’ upstairs hall so that 
Dads could be pul tn it when necessary, This upetaire hall 
{ne Sn wery Baym i fei i 3805, when ag 
IS ate Wve att hea ore abot ie upper Bal 


‘The financial details had also to be thought depugh clearly. 
rom the very bopioning there was a determination thatthe 
Hospital was net tbe a money-making affair or a divided 
faring concern’. Some time in early summer of 1011 Mss 
‘Teegen made a tip to the borders of Alaske—to find out how 
‘fey the hpi the loring and mini carpe of BC 
1 i done on the plan of ten-day subseriptlgn, per Year per 
‘an So reporiel the Edmonton dournal for August 21, 191. 
‘The subseriver “would be entiled to free treatment ab the 
FRopital for himself and his wife, ao porsbly for hs children 
fioring. the current ‘year ef ‘sabecrition hie theme rons 
{rough all the reports, that ean be found concerning eas 
‘naneing of the Homital. "The phrave “run iy the interests of 
‘ovedy'e porkots ut the pation’ appears in the preface ot 
fer book K'White Passlon'and can be considered a her central 
argument. 


‘There was only one difficulty, and a very important one. 
‘ine Teetgen probably spoke in every achoot- Rouse in the aren 
tributary fo Inlay between the Bate ifver and the Saskatshewa, 
{apd lew that che atthe moral support of neany every fama. 
She leew that the eale of S00 ten-dllar tickets would ensure 
the Hospital an income of three thousand dollars arly. On 
paper the scheme had to work. ‘The troubles was that there 
Jct wasnt any surplus eash in the country. Many 9 struggling 
arm’ family wool Hike to have taken advantage of the Blan, 
‘bat the ten dollars colin’ be found, ‘he may seem Incredible 
torus In the 1060", but we have been tld of a farm family whooe 
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cash capital during one entire ploneer winter was twenty-five 
ents. Beveral times during that long winter the couple debatal 
tarnestly whether ertain things were important enough to spend 
‘the’ twenty-five cont piece on, and decided gaint It, Such 
Pioneer couple might be whole-heartedly behind Miss Testgen's 
‘roposal, but euldn't do much about it 


‘There, wore thote who would help whether they had money 
‘or not a Tom Leo ean testify; came to layin March, 1008, 
‘and that fall my wie had to go tote hospital in Edmonton for 
onfinement, "That ‘meat uined te as far es funds were 
Senempe, When er the ist rator of Hoopla at 

iy T was greatly interestog, and am stil a strong supporter 
‘and defendor of Tlay Hospital” 


Sometime in the early summer of 1911, discussions had 
reached the point where a Hospital Board had'been elect, and 
the Board had formally vital the Victorian Onder of Nurses 
teint Henle inthe profs the Etosion dou 
for August 19, 1811, points out that inorder vo mae appieaton 
for assistance oat of the Lady Minto fund a certain amount of 
‘mony st be in Band 


In this connection it ig intresting to learn that in 1005 
the Lloydminster Hospital Committee had made sppiiation for 
aistance from this same fand. ‘The Lloydminster Times for 
December 8, 1806 earsiee an account of seating concerning 
fhe, imped Hovplial Tow. i MacNamareoldsthe meeting 
thas? the "Lady Minto Hopital Society" Intended putting op 
1 building samewhere between Saskatoon and: Edmonton, and 
eked why it should not be in Lloydminster” "At that tne the 
leydminster ‘group Tad only $860 in hand, and st may have 
been the reason why Dr. Amos, im answering, ead he Shotgit 
“he chances of obtaining the aid of the Soctely very remote, 

















‘To return to the fst Hospital Board, only two published 
zuferencas to It have been found, When tenders sre called for 
In November, 1911, Mr Brockenshar Is mentioned aa Charman 
tthe Board” The Vermilion Standard for June 5 1912, mentions 
Sse “A.B. Tectgen as honorary secretary. As torn Tee reels 
the rest gf the Board were ax follows” Nell MeBachern, Mrs 
Mooney, Mrs. Waterfield, George Davison, R.A. Wileos, and 
Tom Ue J Bre wa surely. Thy al gave ht a 


One tact is worthy of mention. ‘Tho first Board contained 
‘yo women, ‘This was in tane with the democratic spint of the 
frontier, Tt would be many years before a Privy Counel Would 
decide that women were “persons” and sigble for appointment 
{the Sonata. "The people of a pioneer dari dose his for 
fBemseier and lected two women to the founding Board of 
thle Hospital, 
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Miss ‘Teetgen and the Islay Hospital Board hd a problem: 
to solve in the summer of 1911.” They had asked the V.ON, 
fr help; the VON. help was conditional on certain amount 
Gf money being raised locally! there was’ litle money. to be 
found laa 


(On July 15 Hospital Fund had boon ingugurated before an 
enthwsiaste meetings and early §200 was subscribed 


‘An excarsion trun way have suggested an anewer to Mlss 
‘estgen nd the Hospital Committee A nuimber of ¥amonton 
isiaesrmen ad: betn ‘making a qodewil tour ‘of uorthern 
‘Altera tamiuasaingthemeevea withthe prosocte for growth 
{nthe dren using Efinontan as wboleale contre Fs. Prager 
was secelary in charge of arrangements "The train wat due 
liyraboet moon, July. 1s andwas to make a few minstes 
Sop. What happehat tn Tang wae. teorded next das 
Edmonton Vournals “slay wat reached few minuies after 
fom and hese we were met bythe moat enterprising party 
Meo have so far happened” on hie Broskenshar president of 
The lvl Soard of trate met ‘us on the platform, arin. few 
Wechesenwonds wecomed ue to Ig. At ae oferng of 
Welcome he Yendered'@ Box f good ears, which he hed 
Would lat us"as far asthe nee towns Mr, A. C2 Fraser 
eeeptel the gift and thanked him ‘his, fellow fownsmen 
fr" theirweksme, and. express the hope that tho town of 
Ielay would grow and ‘prosper Tt was then that the president 
afte Bound of Trade owed is generals. Present hg three 
{niles tovmembers of our party He ta back to watch devel 
‘ents, and it was not long before bir Brockenshar snd’ the 
Filet ectgen tad thet tisson known.” (Note: The repatar 
must have mistaken the identity of the thin! dg. Mes Lively 
Eien of aie Pageant” who often acon ie 
eetgen on speaking tour. 

















“For some tine it has boen felt that an Rosita was 
necessary tn Inlay, nad these Indies have given much of thelr 
time and servees tothe tusing of Uhe needed funds, 'The town 
‘authorities ave Kindly provided the ste, ad nds are si 
hesied in onder tn complete the amout necessary to bulld the 
Hospital” Owing to the shortness of the Uime at Talay, was 
Epa ea it the nde nad ts and ey were 
fake eonsections with the toerning train from Edmonton that 
‘was die to meet Us at Uhe next ding 


Help Town's Hospital, 
‘Acconlingly the ladies and Mr, Brockenahar boarded the 


train and before Tong had sucoeaded in reducing the sum newt 
liga further firtfive dollars that was chewefully subseribed 
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by the members of the excursion, After having. thanked as 
ad received our best wishes for the accomplishment of Uhelr 
desires Inthe matter ‘of completing the sum, they Yeft the 
train” 


We have no record of how Ais, Brockenshar and the thiee 
ladies got back to Tsay! 


The Hospital Committee were active again a few days 
lator then te Ielay Sports Day" waa held om July 25th, The 
‘Tourn reported that "The Hospital Committee by subscription 
and tale of tags realized just under $100 during the aternoon, 
ud very aon dance a¢ night brought $80 more towarls 
the same purpese.” 


Mrs. T. Torrance (nee Threadgold) remembers Mise Teetgen 
putting’ band around her arm and putting her to work elise 
Tg for the fund, 


‘We have no clues as to what happened in the next severst 
wooks., No-doubt there was teat selivity” somewhere. At 
{ny rate’ we ean pick up Mlat Tesigen's tral in, Edmonton 
again In mid-Augvet,. The Alberta Medea Assocation Con 
‘ention was held in the week haginning August 14.” One of 
{he butldings used was “the old high selool building on College 
Avemue'fo quote from the Journal near where the Pathe 
Liveary i now lated.” The “separate sthool'~probably. St 
osepis n"108 Street, wat alsa the scene of sore meetings 
The topics were of jaterest to Bae Teeigen. Dr. Stewart of 
Camrose, spoke on “Provincial Grants to Hospital”, De. Mo 
Phetrany of the University. of Toronto, also spoke, as did Dr 
Chrisiopher Graham, member of the staff of the Mave 
Glinte: "This convention and another medical convention held 
{nthe summer of 1912 are telescoped into one in the chapter 
at A‘ White Passion entitled “Te Authorities That Be" The 
{interested ‘reader may "wish. to compare the topes, mentioned 
shove with those alded to in the chapter mentioned. However 
fore of this st'a more appropriate polut 


By Saturday, August 19, 1911, Mis Teatgens efforts hd 
come fo the attention of the Edmonton Jota, whieh reported 
{nits column, “OF Interest to" Women"; “Miss ‘Teetgen, of 
Islay is in town solelting tubseriplons for the erection of 8 
‘nal! hospital in her town, ‘There ie no doctor neater hat 
KKitstoty, and no distal murae’" “There is. but one woman 
in the victtty” who Isa fully qualified nurse, but there are 
any omen, all of whom are Keely tntareted I the expe 

The same day reference was made to Miss ‘Teeten under 
ruir Notas", bol in a sghtiy diferent vein; "A noticeabie 
figure at the fate Wap itlas Teelgen, a Young English pil 
‘rom Talay, who, it"Wwil be remembered, held up’ the. bie 

















‘eas men's excursion train at hat, point and demanded dona- 
{ons—aot atthe point of & bayonet but at the point of a most 
disarming emile™Yfor ‘her hospital schemes. She ie ah feet 
fhe, very dlender and'very blonde, and’ wears a flowing vel 
of green and. white 

‘These particulars are given for purposes of identification. 

She does her work well and. no man escapes. her eagle 
aye The ttle fellows, ty to" hide behind. the bigger Tuen 
Sr women’s hala, But there is no escape. "Tammy" Whitelaw 
‘rar one of the frst victims in the grandstand yesterday, and 
Tiere were others too numerous #9 fenton. 


This lady of the flowing veil happens to be standing 
near group of men in the enclosure near the racetrack. “One 
cof the Gettors, little dreaming of danger, boasted in a loud 
‘oice that he ha just won three pools 

"Pardon Mo’ said the lady, very politely, stepping forward 
tn a pty etusve manner, at would you mina giving that 
to my hospital? 

Without a murmur (outwardly, that is) the collection 
was handed over 


‘Never again’, sighod he—afterwards." 
‘The sess quoted. above makes mention, of the, flowing 
aroon and white Vel, Reports from Monday, August 21, 1811, 
Shoah Gk er sins Groen Ve, ngknaie which wa 
tobe ted again'in 1912 mows reports. "A long arco. pub 
Hished ‘on. thet date glveh complete coverage of the Zlay 
Hoopitel project 
Many ileme of interest to us are inelued. For example: 
“She wants $1500, oF at most $200, of which $700 have been 
coleclod within =| monte” Again “a friend of the project 
ftan"votunteered fo dig the 75 foo, well’ We mast got the 
foundation dug before the frost acta in, or fie goodbye to 
all cur hopes. for another year." Evidently, Miss Teelgen 
dpprosened hose in charge 2¢ the tir route for we fd 
Te: "Green Veil came fo Edmonton al wack ago 10 collect 
‘af tho fair everybody at the fait would have given her 
five cent, hr its hoopla would Rave bean built and endowed 
five timer over—but it was pot allowed, and her only allerastive 
tras fo wall up and down the atret, ia and out of offices, and 
ound and round the hotel rotundas with her callsetion box. 
‘She moved in other circles too; “Everybody from his honor 
the “Lleutenant-Governor and. Premior™ Sifton (who have 
Fbeped hen, not only with generous donatlons, but oven more 
‘with thorough spproval of the werk and. appreciation ‘of er 
heme, as also have the daughters of te cfg), has been most 
‘ind, most courtaous, and most encouraging. One charting old 


" Moa aly one of the welling parte of Yer a Peter 
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tleman, whom the Green Vell met by chanes on the sidewall, 
fave her $30 then and there, an ahe would have Kissed htt 
{ri on Be spot but for fear of scandalizing the length and 
breadth of Jasper vende 





A Kiss for a Pornace 


Green Veil would kiss anybody who would give her a 
furnace, @ henter,'a hath tub or a half-dozen beds" Messre 
Simmel the Hudeon' Bay” Company, Campbell Compan 
Higwey Henty Company, ie, Corman of Gorman, Chaney a 
Grindley the manager of the Capitol Theatre ten have all, 
‘romised Her subseptions in‘ kind, but she hardy Hopes they 
Pil run fo auch gifts as these” 'She (nat allowed to say 
How inde CAE i glog to bw In the caus of Tey 
‘The significance of the hospital effort was nat overlooked 
“it the experiment we ate trying at inlay on these lines should 
prove a auccen It might ar Tsui befor, serv ay a work 
oda for hepa inthe ling districts a over the province. 
‘The articles close with this message: “Watch ont the, 
Bowen give Groen Wh tht i, veryone much 
is ood western ert tay promt, aoe Gaven Vet promos 
sot cme ak un sh a something to show fr Bonn 
Inoney and Edmonton's charity and ony vants the witerowithal 
Te" the wore in whieh Bimonton bas helped So royal 


‘This tong article appears over the name of Elisabeth 
Walmsley. 

With the close of the Eamonton Exiition in mid. August 
the only large concentrations af people near at. hand would 
be ule western militia eampe.” 1e Hae been impossible to deter 
mine ‘how many” of these camps Mos ‘Teetgen visited, but 
Hie certain that she visited at least one, and with coneidcrable 
Suoctss, An advertisement placed in The Leglonay for February, 
ong, brought the following lettar: 

“I see by the Lost Trala column in the February Legionary 
you are atking if anyone recalls «lady sppeating for an hospital 
Find at ‘Camp Sewell T'was doing my fist ealicring there 
in Told with the #8 Infantry: Regiment Canadian Mili 
Goi: D. C: MacKenzie Commanding Officer. I real the Colonel 
‘ne’ diy introducing a"Tady "who, mado” an' appeal Zor funds 
{for an hospital somewhere inthe West, Ewin what 1 remember 
‘of her tale it was going to be an hospital something on lines 
Of the Res! Gross Hospitals we have in Northern Ontirio, “Out: 
post Hospitals they are elle 
ng AME amour offer came around with a mbernion 
list, and, 48 1 remember, the response was Very 0d, Hoping 
this bie ‘of intormation ‘will be of some use to you, I remalie 
We. Mackin” 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


ON THE HILL WEST OF THE TOWN 


If the donation of money towards a projet ie equivalent 
to the purchase of shares in i the stl unbullt Ielay Hopital 
ihad shareholders thivaghogt the length and breadth of westera 
CCanade by the end of August, 1911. Some tne an the fall 
SOIT this wide base of owsiership wa broadened stil further by 
the participation of the Vieworim Onder of Nurses, “Bvidentiy 
{he Amount of money raised “loony” Was satisfactory, from the 
Dnt of view of the VON, for the long-awalted grant came 
‘hrvugh im due coures, and the Hospital was signed over tothe 
Orders" When compicted st would-be the, lay Lady into 
Cottage Hospital the name “Lady Minto” referring’ {0 the 
Honorary President of the V-O.N. frum 1898-1900, under whose 
fuspices the Cottage Hospi iden was developed. Further 
rants would come throug at intervals, but construction could 
Eegin withthe reeipt of the fle 


‘The October 25, 1811, fave, of the Vermilion, Standard 
carved a sotes that tenders would be feelved “by the chai 
a te fl pia ng to te ork os 
ay Hospitals op until Wednesday evening November 1, 191 

Work {o comenea on November’ 6, and. to be completed by 
November 11, 49112" Plane and apecfcations could, be seen 
BY ihe offie’of the chairman of the boani and at the office 
ff CV! Caesar, Vermilion “Three montis before Mtr, Broken 
Shar bai intreduot three ides tn 2 group of businessmen, ad 
Boat Wack to match developments” ‘Now the plans. could be 
fren at his office! They were netting. the foundation done 
Sfefore the frost cts in” “Eimie Moore rot the contract for 
the eaiar snd the stone Toundalion. 


‘The Vermilion Standard for November 1 printed, the eall 
for (enders for the erection of m hospital building. Plans and 
Specfietions col be sean at Henderson's office in flmenton 
hd at D, H Moore's office In Talay se Well as at the offices 
imentioned in the first notice,” Construction must have begun 
inostimmodiacely, as the Standard for December 18, T9LL 
faye in parts “The Hospital building ts well under, way, the 
truly ein up and he Toot on. Standing’ on Hye ill west of 
The town nds greatly to the appenrance of Talay.” Tals 
ust surly be the first mention of the Hospital as an acon 
lished fact, and the fie printed use of the now” wal-known 
Phrase “on fae hill”: with reference tothe Hospital, "The news 
Fem which contans'the-rtatemont tala of a bapatet sponsored 
ty"nay' Board of Trade, fo honor of Mrs Lively and. Mss 
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‘eatgen, who were about to depart for Rngland. Mrs. Brocken- 
shar, Mis. A, Gichact and Sta J.T. Fyfe were the committee 
{narge. Ap. Brockenahar atid as master of ceremonies, and 
2 cheque’ wat presented to fine Teotgen "that she might get 
‘with f something that would be a lite souvenir of the place 
fund ‘er alrenvous summers campaign here™ Miss Teatgen 
‘hanked the people of Islay, and a hort mualeal programme 
Iellowed, Miss Teetgen and Ms, Lively eontedbuting two patriotic 
mae bythe (Canadian song. writer Mira Lemon. A dance 
fncluded the evening's entertainment 


fred Guptil was awarded the contract for the framework 
of the Mospital, "Jim “Carey, ramembers, working for Gupil 
‘through most of the winter of 1911 and 1912. ‘Chupter ‘Tox of 
‘A White Passion describes the neve bullding’s construction as 
foils: “At” the baginaing, in’ December, “a few “uprights 
kets outa new object on the skyline, and it way od, trom 
fhe look of thone fist fow Joints ard Beams, and of the rout 
‘dug colar underneath then, how small'a biding it promised 
fave, But later when the’ walls were tnished nd the root 
Taide and dhe plasterers had all thelr work cut-out to Keep 
the fier ing nd the pastor soft, the ear ample rome 

















In the meantime Miss Testgen was not idle in Bugland The 
story ea be leerd together from ‘sgpunta Inthe Veriton 
Stagdard, Wie Eamonton Journal, and the hook “A White Pas 
on Donations frum Loin soarves swelled the amount rained 
‘ealy” to ntwind $8000, “One Fgh lay gave sixteen pies 
ft pillow eases, and another contributed she salary of Mirae 
for'three Years, "On the Yeturn trip a Toronto gentleman ve 
f cheque to bay for the Heting up of the operating “teatro”, 
fd there fs'a peraistent legend that tho large desk that wag 
JN'tne Unger hall for many years was donated by & Montreal 
person, "Phe Jone Sty 1842" ise of the Vermlion Standand 
atoted Islay editorially. "Ten months ago there was nothing 
fi (abe Hospital) today here fea eat Mle bulling equipped 
throughout and with nurses anda Doctor in charges All 
Honor'to ‘Miss Testgen.” Welt done Talay! 














‘A few days later the nurge in charge opened a new reelater 
and ecoed the name. of the first maternity ‘patient Mrs 
George Wilson, ‘Next day she rotorded the areal of the frst 
Tnby Porn in the Hospital “Haby Wilson’. ilo would be named 
Tore Mints Wison in honor of Lady Afinte aad her Islay Cottage 
Hospital ‘The dostor in charge was Dr. Howson, 

ere we come on one of those mysteries that 20 tantaize 
historians ‘and make them’ valine how great thelr Timilations 
fre Mrs: Wilson was the fst oaeeraity ease, and Lor Mint 
‘Wilson te fist babys OF this thee e ns daub." Local toditon 
‘grees with the evidence in the nealy-hept register. But Was 
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Mrs, Wikon the first patient? And who was the first nurse? 
eat tradition a not At all unanimous on these pats, nd it 
‘pers tat the comple sory wl ily never fl, although 
tlmpses oft enn be caught trom the accounts of several people, 
find rom obfique allusions in A White Passion. 


Mre, Lively tlla the story this way: “Bessie (Miss Testgen) 
contracted smalipox after addressing tear of ingaigeants and 
faturally T went to look afler her. ‘The Hospital was just 
Finished at that tne, but Was without a aursing staff. One 
Drivate yard was ready but thare was only” the housekeeper 
Ed her “chore boy” husband to took after the place, "The great 
thing, ofcourse, was to prevent the news leaking out of goody 
{o everything, our hopes and thove of prospoctve casae_“for 
Hospital was meant primarily for maternity cases. The doctor 
sau all visitors and one day when the tinier called to ee 
Iny sister, the housekeeper, opening the front door te him, sald, 
"dent any’ good you calling. she. sek, and T alte going % 
{all no lle ahe's gol the mension! ‘That eked all for my 
husband knew the truth "too. "A maternity case was’ booked, 
and due, before my sister waa really well enough to be moved, 
Sut, we hustled her out to the farm, “My husband turned out 
‘utdor dary ito room for her, ant went back tothe Hospltst 
{erhelp Dr- Howson with the flat pallet, whose confinement 
was fortunately delayed, 


Ervidenty Miss ‘Tetzen was herself Uh fist natients by & 
sghacagmeanees wih ave ental sndertanatle” Mee 
Iphind stidipg across othe rallway ation fo caneass imme 
rant trains for funds, ‘Me Douglas Thorey (ae Sale Con 
fon) remembers that Mla Reetgen sometimes dresod in whit 
fs.t nurse, when she dd this cenvassing, Te is understandabs 
thal shel eich eats fay one these tina an at 
Se undertahle that she would be pat In the th rp Ho 
pital for care 














Understandable, that is, to a layman unfamiiae with the 
standards agreed Upon by medial althortes, 


Why the secrecy? Public fear of smallpox has to be taken 
Into account, az well_as probable censire on the part ofthe 
Victorian Order of Nurses 


I Mise Tostgen we the first patient, Mrs. Lively was the 
furst "nurse, But belther fact is tobe found Tn the Hostal’ 
register! 

‘Ask most poople who the first matron was and the answer 
comes, “iiss Borway.” Asie who the first mutee wae abd the 
Stawer comes, “Mls Murray" ‘BULK appears very probable 
that another nurse deserves‘ place in our narrative,” Sho came 
Alone, at ® most inopportunge Ue, and ag a represnmtaive of 
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Mary Ard Mackensie, Chief Superintendent of the VO.N. She, 
Au'a representative of the Ordar, did not approve of smallpox 
Iutlents ip maternity horptal, hd made ih cleat to all cn 
formed. I leo appears that ae was on hand to heip Dr Howeon 
Seliver Mrs. Wilson's baby. She was Ms Pringle, whom Mra.D. 
Houston remembers becoming a close friend of her mother, te 
‘Mooney, then a tombor of the Hospital Board. "Airs Jt 
Eve remembers btise Pringle too, and ie moet emphatic that 
Miss Pringle was at the Hospital before Mise Dorway and Miss 
‘Murray. Correspondence with the V-O.N. hss revesled tt 
they hve no record of len Pringle." However, corespondence 
also reveal that all records pertaining tothe Cottage Hospitals 
‘sven dettoye asthe VON iene longer operating Laem 
‘Accordingly, we Teel duty botind to mention Sli Pringle as our 
informants on the subject have proved reliable in eo many” other 


Miss Tootgen, ip her book, has dealt with the ditiealtios 
in getting and Weeping staff in 1012. Evidently several sate 
Gf Rosekeeping staf tame and went, as there sfas a shortage 
St help in western Canada at the tine.” Mrg Douglas Thorley 
(reo. Sadie" Connon) has. writen to say worked ny the 
Hospital te summer of 1912, as did Mise Toetgen.” Mrs. Thor 
fey roeals that Migs ‘Teetgen sent her layette for her baby 
daughter born in islay Hostal in Juney 1913. Mrs Cha, 
Springford recalls tha! Mi "Teotgen' mot her at a Tarmors! 
lenin the summer of 1912 and persuaded her and Six Spring 
{ord to eame and help out until they null get permanent bel. 
T'was at Islay Hospital” Mrs, Springford writes, while Mise 
Tootgen was in Edmonton collecting money at the Fale fo Islay 
Hospita™” Mr. Springford “was a contractor at that time 50 
he did quite'@ bit gf work on the Hospital think Twas there 
Sx'weoks" Ass Toetgen was in Edmonton in Aust of 1913, 
430° we know that the Springforde were on the Hospital staff 
Jp thet month There were five patents, two nurses, husband, 
the litte daughter four years, and myeell. The doctor implored 
wpe to stay”, conciudes Mrs. Springford, Maton Dorway and 
Nurse Mturay’had evidently arsived by them, Mr Albert Cleve. 
Tad worked at the Hospital for" atime after ire. Cleveland 
Was edited ns a patient on September 7, 1912. Mrs. Joe Ure 
fets that ther" fatter bullt'the'dumiesalter and. maa smal 
ems of furniture including patients’ bedside tables, receiving 
hie board in return for this work, The arrangement was sult 
able'for al cancer, ding the Hospital overs diffiene time, 
Sand allowing Mr Ceveland to be nea hs wife 


Bill Blichambers remembers working with atelophone crew 
in the summer of 1012, intalling the telephone system, The 
fag as Ales Meco. "MeLant invited the nurses down io Joke 
at their camp. A-new hosplal and now telephono services 
Improvements were coming thick tnd fast! 


es 




















Mrs. Eleanor Farley (nee Kennedy) tells about sling vege 
tables and wild fruit to the Hospital, We eared test mies 
fom the homestead as we didnt have any arses at the time.” 


Have we lost sight of our story in our preoeeupation with 
the details of the Hospitals opening? Talay Lady Atnto Cottage 
Hospital was open inthe sufomes of 1912, making possible 
for a doctor to give his patints the best care poatble outside 
Offa major eltye in te area east of Edmonton, Daysland, 
Vegrevile, Losdminster and Lashbnm were te aly centres 
fo have hospitals then, although Lamont’ hosplial would open 
fn September of the sane year The list of peuonts’ arenes 
hows in the Hospitals raster tela the story eloquently. Fort 
Pith Blackfoot, Prog Lake, Vermilion, Cold Lake, Pleasant Valley 
‘Tring, Earl’ Lamionvll, Vanesty, thelwyn, Willow Creek 
Riverton, Lae Park-these’ names give an indication of the ais: 
tances travelled by patients to come to hospltal In the two year? 
Ser 1, 














cuaprer six 
THE SECOND SUMMER CAMPAIGN 


‘The Hoeptal was open, but not finished, There was. no 
plumbinu, and the heating was inadequate, One large healer just 
Fhside the dowastalr hal and another atthe end ofthe upstairs 
Hall provide the hast, with, of course, a kitchen stove in the 
Lltefen,” ‘Thre was no fee escape, andthe feont porch called 
for by" the plane had yet to be hilt Afiss ‘Teatgen reasoned 
that Te Would be easier to keep hospital staff if these. items 
Were provided. "But there wat no money U0 pay for ther, 
Sone wool have to be found somewhere 


Once again Auust found her in Edmonton. This time she 
sould Say that the Hospital was fupetiong, but eoded tobe 
finshed The argument seama to have been very persuasive 
Judging’ from, the reslte oblained. And once again events 
‘Were on her side,” ‘This time the Canadian Medical Association 
as meting in Edmonton, eessigne staring on August 1. Dr 
‘Whitelaw ta mentioned ne'& member of the onmittae in charge 
Dr. Gait, W. Ryan and Dr. 1. G. HendPatrick representa 
Vermilion 


ng Kells colomn “A Number of Things” gave Nias ‘Teet- 
en plenty of pace in which to give the Hospital's progress 
Ect che name "Green Vel” iz used throughout. Now the reost 
fs that 300 men will step forward and contibate two dallas 
tach "The Green Veil 4s gatefal for quarters as for dollars 
Five cents count:”” Premier Sion headed the subscription ist, 
with Titty dollars. Beidenty Sifvon was teganfing the project 
Wilh considerable interest: More about this in Its proper place 

Ti Monday, Aust 12,1812 issue ofthe Joana carsad 
what amounts tothe fret offical lnapection report that we have 
foncerning the Hospital, It was published im the form of 
fetter'to the elitr 











A Worthy: Appeal 


“Biitor The Journal—Sir:T noticed in the lst night's ingue 
of the Journal lear over the peendonym of the Green Vell 
ppeating for $1,000 for Islay Hospital 

1 visited this building last month forthe purpose of making 
a offieialinspoction and Thave plete in siating that he 
Hooptal ls‘ wel bul, and. when completed will be admirably 
‘adapted for the purpose for which fei intended. It ig situated 
fina well-pepulated diatriet: but the settlers are poor. ‘The need 
{or such ‘an inattution at Islay is very great 
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‘The proving government gives a early grant for howptale 
that reach certain sandand of efleeaay and that have shown 
ely reson fete Uy admitting end treating patents, the amount 
af the aaa depending on the nue ot pane tea 
the hoebtal: ut the government does not. ull oe equlp hos: 
pal, 


1 do not know Green Veil except offically, and am not 
Intereated in Talay’ Hoaptal have: aot boon asked to. write 
In support of the Green Veil's appeal but T inte tt would be 
deplore ifthe scheme were to fal through for Uhe waht of 
1100, after the hereuean effort that have been mae to build 
{ne Hospital, and T venture to nek for space ib vour paper In 
the hope that thla letter may influence to oF three who are 
Undecided ‘whether oF not Islay Hospital fe worthy of thelr 
‘aritabie ausstance 
| understand that donations will Be reelved and acknow- 
edged Ly the secretary of the Hospital at Islay 
Yours Truls, 
'V. B, Barrow, Provineial Medal 


Inspector of Health, Bamonton 
August 1, 1912" 








‘The lection ia which official thinking was moving-—or 
‘being trged to move-—may be teen in core statements the 
une day's ancouttsof Mise Teetgen’s activities First the meet 
ings of the UnP-A. “in the seattered pralie schoothouses™ are 
iensioned, "iste Knots of earnest-minded men gather 
torthresh out, the meaning and application of the acts of tho 
Iegislatares, The Green Vell hat soem them al it in a haze 
of smoke, trimming the solitary lamp from time to tine that 
fhreatene fo-go.out and leave them in the double darkness 
Of night and yaelamentaty” phraseology” Munleipel business 
{E Being dlacuseed: ""in'that neighborhood again the people 
Have just formed a net" munielpalty under the rural mune! 
Cipaltles ack upon the altitude of whieh tovarde th pralsie 
Ahspital wil depend its whole future, Alberta leilators now 
FRow much of ekeforal education must precede the effectiveness 
tf uch an at 





“The Green Veil cannot expect the newly formed: muni- 
cipatity of Streamstown and the new enonellors of i to take 
Upon themselves the responsibilty of the maineenance of this 
itis hospital at Islay test she ean urge it upon them by 
handing ie over solvent and finshed 


‘The Municipality of Streamstown was Just being forme 
‘Vermilion Valley would be formed tn'1913 and Grisly Tear 
In 1014 bat Green Vell a already looking forward to muni 
‘pal assumption of responsibility for hospital tervits,” Years 
‘would pass ands great war would be fought before the idea 
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‘youd receive exreson in the Municipal owas At. No 
thtk of her ming se have been tod that had aay one challenged 
the legality of the municipal arrangement ‘working. there it 
might Have been Zound “ultra vires" by the courtsand she was 
Using her influence in circles where ie would be most effective 


A few day later, August 15, 1912, Journal veaders heart 
of Green ‘Veil again. Dr, Macktid odin a moment for hee" 





Af the Canadian Medical "Association Convention. “in. Starm, 
Whose interesting lecture on hospital planning had the previous 
Slemnoan delighted everybody, also contributed to Islay’ and 
Fcelved the agsurance that the Hite hospital there combined 


Al the perfoctions and eliminated all the defects of all other 


Hospitals "The “Green Vell” Ropes Mr Henderson wil coeot 
he compliment." "The Journal publshed a Ist of those: who 
‘contributed om this occasion 





Dr. MaeKid $10.00 Dr. Batt 1.00 
Me. Sturm Lo) Dr: Lekman 10 
Anonymous tM DS Rane 300 
Dr MeLean 200 Mrs Hughee 3m 
Br. Stewart 10) Anonymous 1000 
Dr Caatleman 200 De Bamer 00 
Dr. Hardiety Too Dr. Shanks 200 
Dr Filey 20 De Batman 5m 
Dr. Coline 1.00 Drr'Hlaington 1.00 
Anonymous bo Br: lane 1000 
Drie A. Reeve". 50D Dr: Kennedy 5.0 
ATW Ponton 10) TR Ross 00 
Dr. witenerman 2.00 

Winnipeg 

Dr Maer 100 Dr. Eider 1.00 
Dr-dammaen 100 Dr. bers x00 
A Fiend 20) Mrs. 'T, Porter 200 


‘This lst ie one of very few references we have to donors 
to Iolay” Hospital, and serves Yo ilustrate the broad base. of 
Sppore that Miss Testgen managed to buld Tor the Hospital, 


Perhaps some of these donars had read Jack Livaly's poem 

{at ha appeared in the Joural afew daa befor and saw Sher 
you hear the women calling 

‘To'vou in their need’ 

Don you kiow thal tears ailing 

Are, rebelion’s seed? 

Don't you know their hearts are breaking? 

Dart Jou now the systems shaking 

‘And the world of womans waking 

Halts eed! 
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‘CHAPTER SEVEN 
A WHITE PASSION 


‘The last newspaper reference we have been able to find 
‘concerning ae ‘Teotgen's 1012 campaign i ded Aunt 13 
$Sig""A"White Passion is daiod Decerber, 1912. "Avearefal 
Fading and comparison with the news Kelis from whieh We 
fave been quoting. will rovea! thet ertan events included in 
the book didnot orcur until the August, 1912, campalge in 
Bimonton: Tenee we aa be sure that tn the fal of 1018 Mss 
Tosigen tok pen in hund and prepared the manuscript of A White 
Passlon, ‘She seeme to have considered it au way to Fsie more 
‘money from English sources It vas not intended for sale i 
Giada, and appears to have hal cirealation aimost entre in 
England, "Tnqufries gent 9 second-hand bookstores in. Canada 
andthe’ United. States ave Taisd to produce. a alogle- cop 
ff i, aa lave aavertiements ia newapapers. A ‘number of 
fopled ‘sent to Canadian friends" by" Mls’ Teetgen have been 
‘lestroyed In fives Four copies are hogwn Uo exiet today, The 
spruce rere Tekyeotah tn have the use of vo of fem, 
BG the thes two spies arf the Medical Library of tho 
University af Alberta ond the British Museum in London 











By the time this, appears ty print many Canadians, will 
have Hada canoe to judge the Iteary mente of he. ooky a 
IETS expected to appear serially in The Western Producer 


‘Whatever elee may be aaid about the book, it proved abeo- 
Jutoly eles 25 a oaree of historical information? "The chap 
ters on the visit of “Dr. Liston” to lmanton are, for example, 
fs Tallul acentmt of ten visits fo thet ety byes Teetgen 
‘ho chapter concerning “Dr. Listn's" ale ty an army camp 
falled "Rimuale” ie an account of Mss Toetgen's visit ta Camp 
Sewell in'Mfanitobe to salet funds. “tn this regard we must 
ecordexcenpea, frm an interesting letter received froma Tan 
‘oho soldered” a Sewell in the period. Before World War I 
her netics to A White Pamsion Mie Toston makes reference 
o the dffeaties mat with In bringing millamen up to “regu. 
Iy"'Standand In afew days annual training. Jacke Parga 
at Langham, Saskatchewan, has Written as Yellows! remember 
{ting the Bue army, consisting of Infantry, ilies and atillry 
ot tt of Sowa in the ma ils for fh tne, Ee 
SF Cavalry south in the swamp. ‘The White army waa suppoced 
fo strike north early the next morning. ut the Battie di not 
materialize, Barly’ the next” morning the ‘Kilts began 
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artve inthe camp in droves. 1 forgot all about the bills around 
Sewell being eavered with. polson Tey, What ft did to those 
Filles was awful. ‘Their legs were ail swollen and ravv from 
Sratching 1 was called to veport to Major Vaux, and he 
‘shed me to show him what poison ivy toed Uke. "Wel, we 
Sst went north over the raltvay tracks and 1 showed him the 
Dan, just three leaves on tho top of a stem Ho asked me what 
‘re pat on torveleve the pain, snd T tala him baking soda Was 
A Me Na. 'Talgo told him polson Tey wae at is worst in the 
fey" morning ‘when the dew Was on the plant. Who inows 
‘maybe Tam, the one that enabled the Kilts” to wear pants 
after that! "When wee got back to camp word had come iy that 
the eavalry had got hat in the awampe. "What a chore ft was 
‘acting them down. -Baely text morning [oeated them ewey 
Soviheatt in the Saba ils” 








If militiamen were having experiences ike this when Miss 
‘Teatgon visited there its small wonder Wat the response 
‘the Hospital appea was wood! 





Islay, js called “Finlay” in the bool, and reterence is made 
jo “Tvenchininster” in the cast, and “Mlonecherry” to the weet 
"Hanover" Hote. in"Mosceberey" i probably 4 thinly-yelled 
roferance to the Brunswick Hota in'Vermilion, "Loulee Lak 
[E-undoubtedly one of the several lakes in the Greeninwn district 
that have been'used for plone sites, watar level and sultabity 
frtrais being deciding factors. "The Coulee" moat key 
Bristow Couleo, and. “Gopher Creek” may bo identified as 
Dear Greck. "The ‘alley of the, Vermilion, though not named 
[Scully ncagalaed hy her descriptions of 


‘Most nurses who have worked at Ilay’ Hospital will remem- 
ber this scene mentioned ea the last page of the book; “Sandra 
was staning by the staivease window lvadiated by the level 
Trams of the Western sin, as {ann between two parple hill 
Ike's tall of gold at the bottom of = chalice” Where’ can ve 
fini 'a tore attractive sinile in reference to ow own Twin 
Ht? 





Listen to some of the phrases in desertion of Islay at 
the time’ "A big square hotel whieh displayed at night the only 
shroet laznp of which the hamlet coud bnast std st the corner 
facing the ‘allway line, and plating ‘seroae ta the. hump 
‘shouldered elevator. Five or aie ite wooden cottages With 
preference for white or red or green paint bevond them 
aTaquat. ite Chureh of brown-stained.shingls, the’ schoo 
House and a farm or two formed the northern fringe of the 
Village. “The ble machine shed around which there Was alwais 
lider of ally painted: new wheel and seagorioxee of the 
familiar Balm typo, loasted an upper storey which served 
4's sort of publl iil whenever there war a dance, 8 coneort 
St & Bt of spoochitying to be done 


a 








And surely this view it anlar to all who have travlled 
inthis part of Alberta; "Endless ilimitable panoramas of rolling 





icciasan er oie Gre tia 
Hled as its indeseriable atmosphere effete ne 


Certain people canbe identified fairly ray. About others 
there is dispite. Mise Tectgen states in the preface that Alma 
Norway is the only “confessed” humbmnall sketch of them al 
She vefers to Matron Dorway. Most pioneers are that "Mr 
Malonoy* was in real lie Mrs, Hemneaay, to whom veforence has 
already’ been made, "Mr. and Mrs. Algersey"” are the Anglican 
fainter and, hie wife, Reve and Mira Eawarde, Father Gout 
Ig inown az "Pere Joinviie” ‘The “postmaster” and hi "pretty 
Hie wite™ are Be. and Mis. J.t, Fyfe, eA, and Ms, More 
Inna ean be dented a Mr. aid Mra. Albert Cleveland, whose 
‘name belonging to another tan had ranked among the crowed 
Reade, of the world” Bioneers have stated. that reference I 
tld t Me. and Mrs, Wyndham Coul, although by another name, 
Nery, the educator” thought to be Charke Springtor 











Aout one person. there cane absolutly no dnt, Mae 
igen refers {n'a sMooseberr.Inryer who halt given Liston 
auviee now apd again on a legal point. o two with soxard to 
etting’ the Hosptal incorporated” This was Mr. JW. G. 
$forrson, about whom we shall ear more in the next chapter 


‘To goa bit further afield, Edmonton readers may recognize 
‘Namayo’ Avene” as the old name for Tah Seret. (eference 
made to the od Hudson's Bay Co. Fort Edmonton just below 
the Legislative. Building, and to, the ola Pasiament Iulldings, 
‘hick Wore stil housing most ot the government departments 
Bremer Sifton is given the name "Sicow", and "Aisa Tennant 
‘nay’ bo either Egabeth Walmsley or dha Kells. Lieutenent- 
Governor Bulyea ie ven the name of "Warren", ld Minister 
Sf Agvialtare Hon, Duncan Marsha i known ae “Craig”, The 
‘ost helpful avehiteet "Me. Harizon” lof course, James 
Henderson, and. when he recommends contacting "your own 
Member about giving notice ef a private bil he is referning 
a le. A. Bramey-Moore, member fr Alexandra who wat later 
‘ied in ation with the Cansdian Bxpeditionary Force in France. 


In later years Mies ‘Teetgen would waite another book about 
Talay, once again elling it "Figlay™" She wrote under the 
Pestdonvm of “Captain flarcourt and the tle of the book i 
Tob Guested's Troop. We are indsbied ty hrs. G. J. Lively or 
the chance to study a copy of the book, "The fist slevator anda 
nunbe of basins lace ae resizable, fut the Hostal ie 





























CHAPTER EIGHT 


‘THE LADY MINTO ACT 


February of 1918 was an important month for the Hospital 
fand {ts founders. The sirengous campaigns of previous sears 
Iiad seen the Ticsptal committees and Ales ‘Tesigen working 
Alone‘ani, if one reads correctly between the lines not always 
‘bvolutely sure that what they were doing” was. deserving of 
Secess. "But the work had gone on; the Hlogpltal was funetion- 
Ing, ana people ‘were coming trom ‘far and near to make, uso 
Gt ts til incomplete felts, “Now's fio of Vigopous young 
‘nen ‘would’ stand up to exproas themselves on the Hospital's 
Behalf, and the Logslature of the young provioes would’ place 
the majesty of the law behind the work of the “Green Vet 
and the struggling committer 


"The February 12, 1918, lstve of the Vermilion Standard 
records that “J. W. 6, Morrison, barvisier, was in Eamonton 
thie week connection with the hil to ingorporate the Lady 
Minto"Hospita "at Islay” Ms. Morrison ie slicitoe for the 
apnlicats and appeared before the committee cn private bills 
Inveonnection with this matter” 


Next to, appear for the bill was Mr A. Bramley-Moore, 
ember of the Legislature for Alocanden constituency. The 
Bamonton Journal for Februaty 14. 1018, tld that he “came 
forward with the Islay: Hospital bl Te'is to incorporate at 
{hat place the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital” 


Nothing is heard of the bill for nearly two weeks, but when 
itis again mentioned Premier Sifvon Minuet te taking. penal 
charge of fe." The Edmonton Journal for February’ 2, 1013, 
geuiin Moe whos acento the ‘vent, ena Gaus 
te reportar who prepared the account was cleatly well aeqoain 
with the “Lady of the Green Vell" who had ‘worked 0. hard 
fn the Howptas eat. “Fhe headline reas,"‘Lady” of the 
roan’ Vell Bil Chaperoned by the Premier”. Ia if Eusabeth 
Walmsley’ or Edba Kells waiting, we wonder. ‘The article i= 
Unsimed, ao we ean newer now 

Whoever the reporter Is he knows many details of the 
Hoopla camalgn, ond can write about "that my terons Young 
woman, who was reported last summer fo have ‘hall up? the 
Eionion Pusines: men on their annus excursion, and who 
always wore a ren vel” 


“Ag a matter of fact”, the article continues, “she did not 
‘appestin'pereon' on the aim ot the premier in the lexis 
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chamber lastnight, Sie was there in a. species of legislative 
proxy embodied in abil to incorporate the Lady Minto Cottage 
Hoeptal at islay.” Premier, Sition hima chapereved Uns 
Actas It stood the guue of ngpection of tho ruthless Jeyilaors 
tino looked pon thi debutante, The premier had to be gallant, 
{nd help thi lay-lke act scrote the legislative stepping stones 
{for gooeranhy seems to tel that Islay is ia the Vermilion 
fonstitucney which isthe viding the premier represents nthe 
Tegitature.” 

Here. the reporter is wrong in somo of hig. facts, Tsay 
ras mot in the Vermilion constituency but In Alexandra. In 
{Krmatlon from te Cleve of the Legstative Assembly has assured 
fas op that point. But the reporter "was right in pointing 
fut the unusual act that the premfor had spoken for the ball 
in the loglsature hina. Sifton had shown a great deal of 
Interest tn the Hoeptal projets had contributed to ie hist 
And ‘allowed this fact go be known in order to encourage others 
todo kewise, He eould have lowell the member for Alexandra, 
Mr, BramleyeMooro, to speak for the bil. The fact that he did 
hot was noted by the reporter, who property reported. the 
Signifieance of I 

‘Once again we must record a legend which cannot, at this 
pointe proven tras or false. Te legend ie thatthe murietpal 
Rospitals 'tcheme was suggested by Miss ‘Teetgen, ‘considered 
by in. Sifton and passed on to" hig exbinet, finaly to bo 
Thoroughly thought oft and carefully draftot by AG. Mackay 
‘who feral made the seeme “his ow” inthe’ way it Was 
[Rapted to the municipal facts of life in Albert, 

Perhaps some day a diary wil be published, oF memoirs 
will be made pubic, and the point will be setled For the 
resent, we must record the colcidenes that of the fiat four 
Iuneigal hospitals no fewer than three are in Vermilion ‘and 
‘lexandrn constituencies 


Following is the text of the Act 
1018 
CHAPTER 59 
AN ACP TO INCORPORATE THE LADY MINTO HOSPITAL 
‘AT ISLAY 
(Assented to March 25, 1913) 
Whereas the persone hereinafter named have petitioned 
{for an Act consituling. then body polite and comporate wth 
{he powers and fr the purposes hereinafter set forth 
‘And whereas te expedient to gran the prayer of head 
petition: 
‘Therefore Hs Majesty, by and with the adv and consent 
of sellmgtive Asterbiy ofthe Prvine of Albert, enacts 
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1. Alexander Gilchrist, Harold A. awards, Christopher 
Howson, Willan 3 Cairn, Nell Meizachern, Sydney Tollgs. 
worth, George Davicon, and’ Lilie Gilchrist, nd seh other per 
fon of persane as may from time to time’ became metnbers” of 
the corporation to be incorporated, tall be at are hereby cone 
iluted body pelt ad corporate ter the name of the 
Lady Minto Hospital at slay.” 


2. The sald corporation shall have perpetual suoceysion 
and common seal, and by auch name ma from time to ime 
find at all times purchase, recive, accept Dull, Hold, possess 
nd enjoy, mortgage, sll, depose of and. convey ay land, 
{enement, hereditament and’ real and moveable ‘property tnd 
state within the Province of Allert together with such grant 
fievis, aft and bequast ae may be mae from time to Hime and 
eceived from the Government of the Dominion of Canada; the 
Province of Alberts, the Village of Islay and any corporation, 
‘orwanlsstion, percon’ or persone, whatsoever fort sole use and 
Denefit of tide hoeptal 


Provided always, that the actos! value of such rea estate 
so held as aforeaad does not at any one time exceed the sam 
Ot twenty thousand dollars, 


3. The affairs of the said corporation shall be managed 
by a boun of tivetars consisting af eight members with power 
18 add to thelr numbers, of whom five stall constiate a quorum 
nd the ssid Alevander Gilchrist, Harold A. Bawar, Christo: 
pher Howson, Witlam B.Catens, Nell Mefeachern; Spiney, He 
Tnseworth George Davison and Lilie Cichrst shal constitute 
ike fist boar of director ab all continue to hold office ant 
Act ae nach anil thle suseeors ar apport aa herons 
provided 

4, At the annual meeting in 1913 the four directors fist 
ineniloned shal retire from office and four directors aa be 
fdected to succeed! then; at the annum meeting hell i 1914, 
{ke secon four directors shal retire and four directors shall bo 
lected to succeed them ll elections shall bey ballot 

The dirctors elected at the somal meeting in 1018 and 
at anv" anal "teting ‘Urea shal "hold otice foro 
‘ears and unt their accessors are appointed. 

5. Tho annual meeting of the said corporation shall he 
hold ‘on the second Monday of Jane in each year at an hour 
fd. place to beamed by he said retort and notice tn 
iwrting thereof shall be given ‘bythe secretary” and” shall be 
rubles nthe merenaper publehedearect the sil Town 
Et Talay atleast two isbaes previous to date of such meeting, 

If such annual meeting shall from any entce be. not 
hold on the day hereinbefore appointed, Ital be jv fal forthe 
Board of irvctors then in office to decide upon another day 
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for the holding of the general annual meeting wiieh day shall 
fe within two months after the ime when the same shoud have 
tioen eld, and euch ‘meeting shall bo cllod as provided In 
ection hereof. 

1. In the event of a director dying oF reigning his office 
before the expiration of hi trm his suscessor shall be appointed 
by the Bosnd of Dineetors to fl the vacancy unti the next 
‘dinual meeting folowing and’ at such meeting a director ahall 
be"elctod forthe unexpiced term of any such siretor 

'S, Retiring directors shall be clpible for re-lction 

The board of diwiors shall every year a ther fst 
necting after lection appoint a ssereary and treasure, oF 8 
reretarytreasurer; and shall al such meeting’ appoint’ from 
‘mong Themeelves ‘a ‘president ‘and vice-president, and in the 
‘event of any vacancy oecurring in such office the sald boar 
Shall ave power to fill euch vacaney. 

410, The board of directors shall have power to meot from 
time'fo time forthe. transaction of any” business comected 
wrth the id comporations and in the absence of the president 
Ur the ‘vice-president, who shall be chairman, any" director 
Present tay ‘be chosen ‘as chdrman for tat meeting: 1p the 
Ehsence of the secretary any director present may be chosen 
{rset as steretary for such meeting 

1, The board of directors shall have power to make by-laws, 
rules and regulations ot bing contrary to law oF to the prox 
{ison ot Slat nd power to are ot repeal from tin to 
Hime'the same for all purposes relating’ to and bearing” upon 
‘the welkbeing and interests of the sald corporation, 

12, All annual subseribere who chall have paid such sum 
as may te had hy they of the old oat of directors 
land whote names shall appear ina book. kept for that purpose 
Sa be members of the sald corporation and shall have’ the 
Hid to Lake part in the annital meeting of the earporation. 

18. Atthe annual mesting report shall be submitted by the 
airectnrs showing the condition of affairs of tho said corporation, 
Including the treasurer's report, the secretary's report the 
faudtors report and abstract and all other matters bearing on 
fhe intarestz of tho sald corporation and. also a ist showing 
the names of the members 

114. An anditor shall be appointed at the annual meeting 
vwhoea diet mall e to examine and report upon all accounts 
{iteeting the corporation @f relating to any matter under ite 
‘onirat ar within fla Juradietion Tor the current year and sball 
Submit the same to the directors on of before the nex? anna 
meeting 

15. The board of directors shall have the power of appolnt- 
ment, disposition or removal of any person bearing office 
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position in the said corporation, and generally, forthe internal 
‘management. and-government of the same 

16. A donation of one hundred dollars or upward. shall 
entde the donor to fe membership in the said corporation, 

It. No member of the said corporation shal be indivdlly 
lah or accountable forthe debts, contracts oF securities of the 
sald corporation 

18, The aald corporation may exercise any industry that 
‘may help to maintain the said hospital and may’ bargain and 
fell the produets of the same, provided they conform the 
laws’ of the provinee 

19, Until the passing and adoption of by-laws gr unit other 
wise directed by bylaw, the present existing officers of the 

i corporation shall be the officers of the sate and the present 
fxlstng roles and regulations shall matlatie mutandis ‘be the 
les nd rogulatine of the sald corporation ust repealed, 
mended or changed by by-law. 

20. The directors shall (Gf requested by the, Lieutenant- 
Governor in Connell and provided they are in retept of public 
and of the provines) keep in the said hospital af suck time 
and for such porids as may be determined by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council an alequate supply of vaccine for the fl 
Towing purpose 

(@) For the vaccination by a qualified person attached to 

sai Toei at he expense of the sae A a oe 
Dersons?and (at their owa expense) of al other persons 
tho may attend at auch howptal for that purpose dar 
ing one day in every week? the feo to be charged for 
Sch Vaccination not in any’ cate tp exaned toven 
ents; and tp be used and applied for the benoit of 
ai hospital 

21. It shall be the duty of the suid corporation jn each year 
1 trangmit ty the Llestenant-Governor for the information of 
the Legislative Arseny of the Provines of Alberta such refs 
sas the Lievtenant-Goversar may from time {0 time siteck 

£22 The cororation sal int management, be always 

23, Tho directors of the said corporation shall have power 
te pro mane on hw acre pope of the al 
‘corporation either by martgage, debentures ér mherwize a they 
‘nay deem expedient and necessary. 

24, The head office of the said corporation shall be at Islay 
in the Provinee of Alberta a 

25. Nothing heroin contained shall affect the rights of 
His Majesty, His Helrs, or Sucteseors or any other etson OF 
any boty polite or corporate 

28. iis Act may’ be ete as the “Lady Minto Hospital Act." 




















CHAPTER NINE. 


HOLDING TTS OWN 


‘The litte hospital at Islay ie Holding ite own, 16 is a 
itticat problem to raise the necessary funds Zor maintenance 
‘These two sentences from fhe 1918 report af the Chiet Superin: 
fenlent of the WON sum up Hoard problems throughout the 
istory of the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital 


"There were ather problems too. Gorge MacFadyen, remem 
vers that one spring Sunday morning’ in 1915, a praiie fie 
‘heatened the Hooplal and tillage from the north-west. Byery 
ther including Revs Mann, the Presbyterian minister, and the 
Sigsday Schon class, was’ called ovt Yo help. ackefnes were 
Set and beaten out between te three sloughs all fll from 
Spring rancaff, Oat le Just north and west of the village, ‘The 
eBurmed up to the loughs and burnt area snd went out 
Quick thinking and willing hands had saved the Hospital nd 
Shlage om eertain Vestauction 


"The Islay Dominion Day colebrations closed with dance 
in the oveniag i aid of Talay Hospital, A Hospital booth 
a't “touriahing business”, ‘The July 2 seve of the Vermilion 
Standard contatued this notioe: "Ase Dorway, Superintendent 
St Talay Hlopotay wishes. to express har thanks "to all who 
ionated milk cream, eakes, and Tabor to make the Hospital 
Soleelakiag a succes on Dominion Day. Also the Hayward 
Tumor Cx for the Joan of himbor and generally all who eon 
tibuted fo the sneotsa of the day's undertakings 


‘The Hospital yas in the news again in the July 9 issue 
when the report of the first annual meeting held in the schoo 
Te, fine 1 au pula The al repr showed 
xyenitures of over $9,00000 for the bulling ami equpning 
SP he building and over $5000.00 for mainterance from date 
Of opening af nearly one Fete”. 


“During the year 114 patients had been treated, in the 
hospital ae follows! 25 materaty cases, 28 surieal, 1 tno 
{SReglal 35 bubles and 2 sil-born infants, These represented 
E5H0 hospital days or 12 1/10 daye per patient 


“During the your the Alberts Layllature pasced an, act 
incorporating the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital and the first 
Bas of Garernorg for the newly Ineorporated hospital were 
tected ns follows: thos, Lee of Lea Park it A. Wilson, Dew 
forays bs G Elierkin, ring; Tey. C. Barnes, Pleasant Valley 
RHlcsnern, G: Davison, Msn. JC, Mooney, Biss Le Gilchrist 
Bid Voor of lay 
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“The first meeting of the new Board was held in the Hos- 
pltalon duly 1. ‘Ne Melachern wae elected Chateman, 8 Yeoman, 
Vico Chairman, and Dr. C. Howeon, SeereterycTreasirer. As the 
fale of hospital insurance tekots lat year Nad been success 
entare t was decided to sell fieKets agin this year as follows: 
HO Zor sn"indivul and $15 for a family ticket. Conditions 
{application 0 C. Howson, MED, Secretary Treasure, Islay 
‘hverta 


Two accidents in the fal of 1918 brought the Hospital into 
the news again. ‘The September 3 fase of Uie Standard tlls 
‘t's terlous construction hevident east of Islay in which Charles 
Carroll ck ristow, anda man named Chasion were badly 
bhumed, Carroll fatally 


‘A court would Inter agrard Jack Bristow $1760.00 damagos 
4 a eaeo involving the CUR. “The company have ald all 
doctors bills and hospital and nurses’ Tees." 


Tn October, the Rev. J.B Tyner, of the Church of Christ, 
‘Vermilion, shot times’ rough the foot in a gunning secident 
dear Islay, A later losue records his docharge from Lady Minto 
Hlspital isa 


Other Vermilion patients using the Hospital in October were 
George Law and. Wilson 


‘Such acedentseqused Vermilion people to give serious aten- 
ton to the entablishing of hospital in Vermin. 


‘The May 21, 191, issue of the Standard announced that the 
Vernilign Private Hospital on the earner of Laurier Ave, and 
Second St, North would recsive patients after June 1, with special 
fttention to maternity and surgical cases, Nurses EMC Boyd 
nd’ &. Young appeared on the Enpire Day Hopital Float, 
complete with npetent in ward-—"though Ube smiles the Hes 
allen Gat upon the people from the et showed her 


‘Another dance in ald of Islay Hospital was mentioned in 
the Vermilion Standard in July, 1014 


Hospitale were very definitely in the news! 











(CHAPTER TEN 





1B WAR— AND TROUBLE, 


Islay made the aoquaintance of a new doctor early in 1914, 
when By, Frank Gray cue to take Dr Howson place, Dr 
Howton had decided to take five months postgraduate’ work 
in surgery under Professor John MeGrath of the New York 
oct Graduate Hsia 

‘There were staff changes too. Mis Kervin was the new 
ratrom. "bits Florence Smith wan there «short tine, followed 
Ey another Florence, Mise Florence Mavaon._ Mrs. Stone vividly 
Rinerbers her arial in lays The train areved late at 
fight. ‘The Hight on the il was almest the only light. showing. 
Slee Kervin met her athe station and walked with her through 
the dark stiles, Somewhere a coyote howled, 

What's that?” “A. coyote” “What aro epyotes?" 

Prairie malven ‘They won't ome near us though. “Were in 

to 

Next morning she stepped to the hall window overlooking 
aay "Bue Kevin eed or standing tere acme over 
to he, 

"1 thought you ead we were in town" 

“We ate, Most of our prairie towns are not lanke yet” 

“{ don’t mean that. What are all thote sentry boxes out 
behind the houses? 

‘There were plenty of things for an English nurse to lex 
concerning life in Western Canada 

The monthe that followed were buss, happy times. ‘True, 
there wae 0. plumbing: and waver had to be caged and Tet 
‘Standing i pals." Sanitary arrangements, werent to all they 
Soul be, and it seemed thatthe janitor fought an ‘unending, 
Sometimes sing, battle with the stoves. But there were com: 











"The upstate needed a large cupboard to store things. Money 
as alma in short supply mpi nns dee to bold ang soa 
[thas the money, bits Muriel Stone remembers that on 
Se ecaon a wore nd on malin in mat nom the 
men's ward, and'a gyoup of distrit young Heople had a social 
‘lle tuising money to bay something for the Hospital 


‘A project to build a tennis court took a lot of time and 
cousit To of fun But was never finished 
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‘George Davison, a butcher in Tlay, acted an secretary in 
1914 an came supe te do the aecretarial work One of 
the cao was lve ah une eeing” Ax the, ath 
vas aelingfowards the Twin Hills someone suggested a pctare. 
‘i's sake Ms Kotvin is Mayaon, isn Peacock apa Jack 
‘Holand camo ou ad gathered rowed the woot the est 
af the Glos, "Secretary. Davison ao DP Prank Gray 
Sttemately helped in the pcturetaking and Joined the soupy 


et: lr Maan, Pncc, Mi Karn 
tos tit ete 








thus giving us the easiest known pletare of @ Hospital staff, 
as wall ay the aiest known view of the weet end of the 
Hospital 


The pictures show us a happy gwup of young people taking 
8 moment's relaxation on an evening in Juss. All at, peace 
Bal when rz Howoon inserts his aiverdisement in September 
{sies of the Standard he world is at war. Suddenly the nev 
Prpers are mentjoning ed Cross drives, war loan campaigns, 
Ene-enlstment of Toeal men, and casualty fists from Ue action 
fb the front. ‘A district that hae needed help to. start, tts 
‘Hospital just otld not attord to maintain that Mosptal while 
diverting large sums of money tothe war effort, Very 000 Re 
fd of s Spacal mceting of the Board of Governors on Jeary 
Si5: the separ for the past year were submited and 
Daised.” ‘The Maton, Miss Kervin, reported that ainety-ight 
fates tad passod through the hop during the ear the 
Datients had ai been very satisfactorily and sutasfuly treated 
fd on Teavlag he howptal had expressed themselves as very 
pleased with their treatment and withthe comtgrea of the 
Frepia. "The Governors were antafied with the efficient Way 
In whieh the howee had been eondicted and with the able Wy 
in which the patients had ben handed by te matron andthe 
urge They Were sure that i the Mospita with fs complete 
‘equipment and efficient sath were eter known it would be 
‘nore fally taken advantage of nnd also resive a much larger 
Share of public supports* The Governors had considered the 
‘alle of municipal support sod tha wml save en dep 
{ations the various muntcpalities inthe immediate nelghbor- 
od of the Tospia 











‘The Board of Governors for the ensuing year ar as follows. 
Rev, ‘TMomat Milne Revie, chairman: Mee. Jatoen C- Mooney, 
Mis, W. Waterfid, Rev. C. Ramen Mess: Sraney” Yeoman 
Re. Wilgon, Ry ds Webster, Thos. Lee, 2. Byte, secretary 





‘The Hosptal deserves “a much longer share of public sup, 
port. "“Afunlelpal apport” ie belng eoasidered."“Deputations" 
re being sent, "Reading botwoen tho lines one genseg rouble, 
‘And there i trouble. fom Lee has told abowe St: "The only 
‘rouble was lace of funds for in those daya there simply was 
so oney inthe county. There were no txts coming fo, bd 
Sly the government grant per day per patient, plus the Ii 

the paticats could oF di pay. ‘The niin Say of the Board was 
the VOW. grant. At one time we were so low we went to the baal 
to'borrow money. They refused to loan only on the Bours 
Sccurzy bat Inaned gs money on our ow jot snl several notes 
Signed by all the board as thelr own personal note, in tree 
onthe. when the mote eame te there was no money to Day 
"ap we" had’ to renew ie om fhe same terms,” When ie came 
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due again there was a grant from the V.O.N. at the same time, 
So'we'pald the note and the Hospital shat dowa." 


‘Tom Lee remembers that Mrs. Waterfield was afrald Mr. 
Waterfield would find out that she had signed, but was deter 
Ihe fo tnd th he rs of the Ba trae We can 
Imagine her rellel when the long-awaited great arrivet trom 
the VION 


Our Hospital doors are always open to those needing its 


In July, 1914, the Livelys, most likely acsompanied by Miss 
ewe, eH Ina. "ney evenly sti In Andover, New 


Tack Lively died June 4h, 1961, at the age of 84 years. 
‘At he tine of this welting Mire. Lively lives with her daughter 
{ Salsbury, New Hampatire. Sho maintains 2 keen interest n 
the Hosptat and bas, on a number of occasions, donates maney 
toouy books far the Hospital brary. She has suggested the 
mesange printed above at Hospital Wott. 


Miss Testgen retuned to Kneland, where she worked as 
pharmacist aid orto a number of books’: Mrs. "Lively has 
nit “more than 30°. Tp a letter writin nt long before her 
‘death in January 1967, Mie Teetgen eonaluded, “wish It and 
‘li'connected with it the best of succes 














CHAPTER ELEVEN 
CLOSED! 


Wedding Bets 

‘he, doors of the Hospital opened again in Apel of 1915, 
boat not to admit patients, "Thi me & nurse was & deo 
fd the upetaits hal that had seen ‘Nes Mayson caring for 
{he sick was to" ace her become the bride of Mle. toy: Stone, 
Si mou a forthe sick enn in the great fy endemic 
‘san athe Al day all hough of stesso eeency 
ete banished as'a happy group of people witnessed the "tying 
Of the knot” by Hey. Barney, Anglitan minister from Pleazant 
Valley, ‘and member of the Lauly bto Hotpital Board. The 
Hex ite, eneher oad meter, wae akan iendane. 
‘moved out te the south of the Hesptal, Just baw the windows 
Of the Men's ward ‘Chairs vere brosght for the bride and 
froom and several anaps ‘were taken.” Doclue Howson was 
Faviog trouble with his eamers, and the ane picture that we 
Have from the other camera is too faded to be roproducod here 

‘The Hospital had inown many moments of joy when new 
citizens avived. There had been Unnes of sadness when death 
Hind paid cal, Now the Hospital had played a role unusual 
for Hospitals, and ayather close link with the Hives ef Its people 
hha been forged. It had soon ite first wedding! 








1 116 people were beginning to wonder how long the 
war woul lat att the nowtnpere were fall f the et efor, 
asuaity fists, and the spec efforts made by local people ts 
rovide comforts for thelr men i uniform. George Davis's 
eatin action was reported in Mah, 1010. He thas beexe 
‘he fist oor. member tobe illed sein 

The Hospital was opened again in 1916 for a brief tine 
De. Howson, aslsted by isa Dorway and Dr, Scott from Ver 
Rulon ie known. ta have performed at east one operation 
hs yfe remembers being'a paint at the tine Otherwise 
‘ery litle f known shout this opening. ‘Dr. Howson enlisted 
oblongata, foto THe, an the Houta oars 

"The, year 1917 saw slmost compete preoecpation with, the 
rar on the part of ihe Alle peoples an Uhre war ide tne 
Toripeal projects On Apr 16th Unit Staten dolared war 
Germany, Dining My the Uae of Aras was four, ad 
‘img Ridge” became a household word in Canadian hones’ The 
fal of the Soar enw itn ool of the war andi the hrors 
@f revelation" Canadian” troop "tok port inthe, Hale at 
‘Yoree and Pasechentadle was added tothe list af Canafian 
ite onors. "At home in Canada conscription was the chiet 
{opie of conversation, 
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CHAPTER TWELVE. 


THE FLU 


Tye tame war which elotad the Hospital would open i again. 
‘The ‘iy epidemic Is mentioned by nearly every pioneer Inter: 
lowed about lees hosters. Eneytlopaadia Britannica ranks it 
‘withthe plague of Justinian and the ilake Death ne one of the 
everest uthreas of disease ever encountered by mankind, More 
than 20,000,000 persone died of influenza it tore than 30 times 
Ai many were sick, In India 4% of the toa! popalation were 
‘ued, by influenzs inthe fall of 1918, "A. gh “threccay 
fever” was its outstanding characteristic, foowed y long weal 
ese and near exhaustion in adits 


Wester Canada had Ite time to prepare against the 
‘iy’ Rs news reports tod of Its spread frat Burope to the east 
‘rast and then fnland. 


Mrs. Roy Stone remembore that thelr threshing was just 
finished ‘when Jack Fore and Noll BeEachorn eame to ask her 
It'ske seould act ne Maizon of Talay Hospital during’ the “fy 
‘epidemic, "Some of the local ladies had done & Uhorough Job 
otic, vo patents al steady ben browght 1 
‘when she arrived 


Mrs. Stone thinks that the iitative for the opening had 
came fin the provincial goverment: that govern fib 
Phoned muniepal authortes, urging that the Hospital be opened, 
nd probably promising provineal a. 


Eventually the rooms and halls were all ful. Mra. Stone 
{thinks that the greatest number of patents at one tine was 
between 24 and a0. People loaned ote Ter” ihe emergency. 
‘There, was no doctor at lay, end Dr. Koll ould only come 
from: Vermillon for emergency cases. 


Mrs, Stone would work at the Hospital in the morning, xo 
to county pains in the afternoon, and t wilage Balers at 
night. The'chle dfvcuey was getting bolp, for no" aogner dd 
fotneone come to help haa she Dear a patient herselt ir, 
‘heeded ann chase of lhe he, he nie Cava 
fant Rachel Taggart helped work with he patients. ev. Corel 
fen relieved on night aly, ning lt posable for the satt 
{out mchnesded es 


‘les MacFadyen, was a patient as was Hugh Cary, who 
Inisted on wearing his fur hat wien nurses weren't looking 


mt Mr; Mis, Me Mo, Ht 
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‘The entire McKschern family were under Mrs, Stones care, 
Catherine at home and the others in the Hospi. There were 
Fay-eampe in the distiet baling ay, and many of these men 
‘were brought in vith the, “a Av Dutchman constantly ome 
Dine of the “throat-che” abd wa always wanting his eoihes 
Erought fo him. Mrs, Stone remembars his sweater, which he 
fastened with a nai Some of the patents plays game With 
‘he nurses, opening’ window wide the moment the iurse was 
fut of sight The aurse'en returning, would put St down t 
‘that wes considered safe.” When she left someone would’ open 
W'tgaln Alauy of the men wanted to sleep with thelr eape on 


Six long weary wocks passed without a death from the ‘fu 
‘Then Mir A. Re Young became sick with Ty and was taken 
‘the Howpital where he died shortly after.” ‘The natce of is 
‘leaeh, Noveraber 28, 1918, isthe ony pushed reference to the 
1818 opening of the Hospital we have boen abe ty find.” te 
‘Young’ was the last paitent admitted, and. Mrs, Stone states 
hat the fly’ simply” aggravated the condition which realy 
cased hie death 


sud ey, Decembosthe Howpital lowed agai, bt the tei 
lative witels which would, reopen ib as a municipal hospital 
had’ already been turning for some time 














(CHAPTER THIRTEEN 


NOTICE 10 RATEPAYERS 


"And if in the course of time this thing gets taken up by 
the various Rural Stantipaities to the north, sath, and east 
of here, our difficulties will be solved” (A. Be Teetgen's 
AX white Passion, Page 324). 


The, Vermilion Standard for May 7, 1919, eared «notice 
entitled “Inlay Municipal Hoepitat—Notoe to Ratepayers". This 
tie is the only published matoral the committee were able 
to fina concerning the transfer of the Islay Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital tp Munilpal authority, “We cannot do better than 
eprodice the notice for sudY by ‘the Feud. 


‘In accordance with the terms of the Muniipal Hospitals 
Act petitions ‘were received on September 17, 1818, by the 
Minister of Health at Edmonton, asking for the ereaton of 
Hsin! Momptal District ining fhe errtory deserted 





“Complying with these petitions, the Minister of Heath 
cextabihed the: Manipal Hospital District on September 13 
918, Following the estailshment of the District, he Municipal 
‘ouneils nthe distiet, in ascordonce with the terms of the 
Act duly appointed a Hospital Hoard to" prepare & scheme “or 
fhe operating of hospital in the sald trator 


‘The Hospital Board met and prepared the scheme outlined 
blow. “This scheme is now under the diretion of the Btinistor 
ff Health to be advertised throughout the sti@ Distret for a 
Period of fourteen dave following Which, providing all other 
Binditions have been complied with, the scheme Will be finally 
Sppoved and dae xed ol, ating ty dav, frm the 
ite of such approval upon whieh tke Ratepayers of the sa 
Distt wile elles ypon to vote forthe afoption or rejection 
(of the said scheme, ‘The terleory Inctuded in the Hogpital Dis- 
{hit ie as follows: 


‘Municipal District No, 452. 


{All of townships 46,47, 48 and 49 in Range 4, west of the 
uy Benin ng oor he ati ive” Tne etal 
‘t'rownshipe 41,46 and in Range 9, wert of the 4th Meridian, 
{ying north of atte iver. 
Munielpal Distret No. 482 

All of townshipe 60, 51 and 52 in Range 4, west of the ath 
Meridian, and the eat half of Townships 6, OU and 62, in Range 
5, West af the ath 





58 











Municipal Distrit No. 512 


Alf townships 58, 4,55 and 56 in Range 4 west of the ath, 
lying south of the Saskatchewan River” The eat half of Town: 
ships 8 i, 55, and 50. in Range 6, Weet of the 4th, Tying 
South of the Sadkatehewan’ River 


Village of Tsay 


The Hospital scheme submitted by the Board upon which 
the Ratepayers will be asked to vote tse follows 


1. To accept from the Board of the Lady Minto. Hospital 
the land, Hospital building and equipment, fr fro all enn 
lraneessubject to the approval of the Minister, and to furnis 
And Tuvier equip the same ne & Municipal Hospital, 


2. To aupplement the revenue derived through taxation by 
a schedlle of feos as under si 


Bona Fide Ratepayers and members of his or her family 
$1.00 par hospital day Resident non-ratepavers, upon the Pay! 
ent of the tum of $5.00 within one moult of the date of the 
pening of the hospital and-on or lufore the fret day of 
February im ench sulsenvent year, shall be enttied to the acne 
rate per hospital day and such other privileges are extended 
to Ratepayers.” Noweatenayers, other than thoes covered by 
the said’ Agreament, $2.80 per hospital day. Opersting oo 
Sharges 8200 for minor and $5.00 Tor major operations 


3 To ereato a debenture indebtedness of $8,000.00 for the 
purpose of installing a hot water heating system eleetic light 
Plan, septic tank, and improvements to the building and ei 
Inent, “fen year debantutes, Interest % 

















4. To repay the ssid debenture indebtedness by payment 
Sf eatal anita installments of principal and Ineerest, ot al 
payment of principal with noerded interest 


5. Estimated. Revense 


ees from patients 
From nontatepayers wndor nzreoment 
Government grants 

Operating room fees 

‘Xfserement revenue Bsns 


or 





0 





Estimated Expenditure: 
Capital acount, debenture 


— ee 
ee Ee 2th 


6. Divison of eapital and maintenance expenditure: 
Monica Dirt 1g 
unilval District 452 
Municipal Disrit 482 
Village of Islay 





Seasons 


The vote was held, as advertised on June 16, 1919. Polling 
places an depuey retttaing officers were as follows 


Polling Place Deputy Returning Officer 


_—Hisery Etiott 





Watson Sehoat 





‘SW bald WA John Fortane 
"Telephone Office 

Islay (rol vote) Roderick Carey 
‘Telephone Office 

Talay (village vote) Roderick Carey 
‘rimbleville Schoo) 

NW koza Wat WR Bass 
Dewberry Schoo! 

NW aaa Ws Projeriek: Hardwick 
Bllzworth Schoo! 

SE Tb Wt George Wheeler 


J.T, FyfeReturning Officer 
0 











(CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
A POINT OF PRINCIPLE 


lenin the teal psseolny, of the "Noles to Rater 
payers are aeveral points of special inceest, considering 
We know of Miss Tectgen's work of eight and nie years before, 
Feaident non-rtcpayers cam buy for $500'a contract with the 
Hospital, entitling tem to the ame privileges as are extended 
fo tepayers an echo oft orcas Hf “cea which eed 
Purchasers i brivilegen in the Lady bint Hospital ‘The shape 
St the Hospital Distsiet has. always amazed Roeptal adie: 
‘falary by ls extreme length and small width’ Mise Teotgen 
[relied tein 12 when she wrote, on Page 207 of A Wile 
Passion: “There la no reason why ‘aceatse we haves hospital 
here every othe litle place up and dow the ine shoulOnt have 
the too. driven gu area farther north and south than east 
sn eet, thats a 


‘The plan 2 outlind in the Notice left out part of an 
area that’ had played an active part in the work of the Lady 
Minto Hospital, the Riverton istrict. As we shall ses, Ue 
‘was toon to be corrected 


Finally, note the phrase, “free from all encumbrances” 
‘The Islay Municipal Hoepltal District wan to “accept from the 
Bosed of the Lady Minto Hospital the land, Hospital balding 

fet free from all eneunbenness”. Tom Lae ‘has 
“AP rememipr-dlatinetly the last meeting of the Minto 
Board Was at the home of R.A. Wilkon on the farm at Dewe 
berry, "ite Fyfe brought out Mes. Mooney, Mrs. Waterfield, 
fd the form,” to get my slenalire at chaitman to a motion 
Si the board to tum over the Hospital to the Munley Board 
‘This form should be Somewhere”, Tom tells that he oppaced 
the'plan because of the phrase “free from all encumbrances 
‘The Laly Minto Hoard owed money at several stores, probably 
Darras and Yeoman and Herridge's, and he wae of the opinion 
that these bills ought to bo paid by’ the Moniipal Board. The 
Tadies saw Mr. Lee's point af view and approved of ih Me 
Hea said that since the Munijpal Board wat geting oo’ much 
Inthe way of assets they showld sasume the. lables toe 
ati is was written into the plan he was not going to sign 
i'r. Fyfe was undaunted, ‘and urged: Mr. Laeso” sign, 
Reasoning something lke thi, Me. Lee remerabers ie "Well 
Ir Lee T'undersiand your shjetions, and admire your stand 
fon a point of principe. But thie iv fairy standard type of 
‘oepidal plan going into effect inn number of areas. If we 


a 























don't accept his plan but inst pon a change, it will probably 
fate months to accomplish ie The day may’ do our Hospital 
District and ite Howpial a great dea! of harm’. Mr. Lee sianed 
the forty slong withthe others, including a recommendation that 
{hese bil be ban ‘The last Eady Mints Board had signed seit 
fut of existence by fe lat offleal act, But the Hospital it had 
‘managed would lead anew life ak a Afunieipal Hocpital Tom 
Eze Would have the lage word on this *polnt of principle 
however, as we shall Bee 


Mis. Fyfe suggests that the delay eaused by this nee to 
cet the Lay Minto Board's signatures Is probably the reason 
Shy lslay Hopital District has the number four rather than 
he number ont, ag might have been expocted considering the 
Hooptaleary’extaishment 


“The vote was held om June 16, 1919, ‘The result was 540 
for, 4 against” according to Retureing Officer J.T. Fyfe.” The 
Fecple fad sanctioned hy belota lan chat would use some ot 
Fjelr‘monicipaltaves to maintain a Mosptal in their midst, A 
Hopital was to be vvun in the interests of nobody's pockets 
bt the patents 


In a letter written December 6, 1956, Miss Tootgon wrote 
as follows: "When ste Sarit the Hospial at Islay" we made 
IF dear that we could ‘not astume permanent responsibilty 
forte, We sort of wished Team the community there and, thank 
Gin, hey have done splendidly im playing thelr part 











Lady Minto Boar 

1911 Mr, Brockenshar (Chalrman), Nel MeBachern, Mrs. J.C 
Mooney. Airs W. Waterfeu, George Davison, fA. Wilson, 
‘Tom’ Loe, hitse A. Tootgen (Honorary Secretary), 
ER, Bye (Secretary) 











1912. Mr. Alexander Gilehat, Rev, 1, A. awards, Noll Me- 
Eschern, Spuney: Hollingsworth, George’ Davison, Tali 
Gilchrist, ‘Bre. ‘Howson (Secretary), W. i Cairns 
(treasurer), 


1913 Nell MeRachern (Chairman), Mra. J Mooney, Tom La, 
B.A, Wilson, E. , Elerkin, Rev, C. Barnes, G. Davison, 
‘Bias 'L Geist, &, Yeoman, Dr. C. Howson (Sec-tveas). 





1914 Rew, Thos. Millar Revie (Chairman), Mrs. J.C. Mooney, 
Ass W. WatertieRev,€, Barne, Sydney Yeoman It A. 
Wilson, Tom Lee. Rud: Webster J.T. Eyze and Goores 
Davison euch tod as secretary for part of the year 











1915 Rev, TMM. Revie (Chairman), Mrs, J. C. Moonéy, rs, 
We Waterfield Ret. Cx Bares, Syney. Yeoman, R.A: 
Witson, fed: Webster Tom Lewy. Este (Secretary) 
There is no recnd of Bourds for 1916, Tor or 191m 








1919 Tom Lee (Chairman), R.A. Wikon, Mrs. J.C. Mooney, 
Mrs, We Waterfioi dF Byte (Secretary) 


Lady Minto Hospital Statistics 





1912 Total number of patents 3 
‘otal Rosita days oe 
1818 Total nuuber of patients 14 
Total hospital day’ 1888 
191A Total number of patients a 
Total hospital day 6 





There are no recon concerning patients in 1915, 1916 
or 1918 











[A Message From Dr, A. H. Sweet 


Tn looking back in retrospect of my sofourn jn Islay, which 
thas eee mck more. prolonged Uhan ever intended, i must 
hark on ihe ire changes which have occurred, oid in the 
Wor itself, Ge“character‘of the, people, andthe progress in 
etieal deny as the result of the last war, We have seen 
Tad which formerly produced litle being made into fertile 
Dprotocive. farms andreamed of by the pioneers who, home- 
Pretied tie land. Farm mackinery eta the work done ip ime 
{ffeseape inclement weather which formerly took the profit out 
Oh the farmers work The cost of these machines seems some- 
Row’ have been made more reatonable than the homesteader 
Enhis wildest dreams would have imagined posible 


‘The improvement in roads, makes it no, longer neces: 
aary"BS haul’ Bord cat ut of the mud, with a fourshorae 
Gah 'or"teave: ie stueke ‘So far az medicine is concerned, 
We"ao longer. eed ‘be troubled, ‘bout reaching our des: 
Thala onfs'eall'anywhere within Teasonable distance, sm 
shor or winter, and such tripe are now seldom necessary, ‘people 
Meine more desirous of getting service curly rather than ints 
FRE wove medicines, giving much better rests than old 
Fase reiiment, patents come more reedily for aid before 
orcs ness hes sigfcient time to develop. The new GrUzs 20 
Farol te putin long hours of service to contra a pneuroonin 
‘node ean how do in afew minutes n an office treatment that 
AMT not achieve by & month of hospltalization.” We can see 
Tv dramatic reste inthe treatment of tubereuosis, which 
Bee de in til the mite man's plague, than we now see by 
‘helcmpey bet in the various tanaioni throughout the courts, 
WegePtfeat easing of the financial erst of caring for these 
Haine ie now posible, and much fo be preferred certainly, 
Petre afinidual modielly in the office before any probable 
Hie age of disease’ appears. TL is no longer necesnary for 
Hierta'Msent any definite sign of tuberculosis before teeat- 
Past a improve bin, hen proper dons ie 














‘These changes of treatment have takon the drudgery out 
of the'shactineot ‘medicine, and. have cut our death rate, 
Hhacthentl ite expectancy, aid made the care of the individual 
tibellevaby easier than Was formeriy possible. 


AL HE, Sweet, 














PART II 









AA Message of Congratulations from 
“Mr. N. Metnnes, Second Chairman ofthe Hoard of 
Taday Municipal Hospital 


1 can remember the great thrill we had in 
four pioneer days when the first Islay Hospital 
‘opened its dors 


‘Then in 1920 i reopened, the first municipal 
hospital of Vermilion Valley Blunieipalty 





(ur daughter, Norma Jean Mactines, was 
the first infant born there, February 1, 192 


The second baby arrived soon after, belong 
ing to-n noted officer, Lt. Atkinson, returned 
from the First World War, 


Congratulations to the people who supported 
snd maintained a fine institution 





CHAPTER FIFTEEN 


THE FIRS 





MUNICIPAL BOARD AT WORK 


‘The first Board of the Islay Municipal Hospital were not 
long In meeting to ale thelr plans for alterations and Improve 
ments. The vote had been Nell on June 16, 1919. June 2 
fon he men gathered ate Taal to take th fr ips 
In'implementing what Pienned earlier. ‘This mesting 
ts the first board meeting for wich we Nave record.» Ambrose 
Dixon has signed them as chajrmen, "The other members were 
T) Nichols, A Median, and A. C- Wood 


Mr, Whiston was present to represent the, Department 
a, Ji, Fyfe gave the Returning Officer's report, showing an 
‘verwhelming.tuajoity, 049 to" 47, in favor of, tho. hospital 
chem, ‘Airs Fyfe was then appointed secretary. A.M. Jeffery, 
RANA was appointed architect. By way of guldance the 
‘nid “speeitied that there. be a ful hasememt, with conerote 
‘walla and emerete floor." Tpebructione must have heen iven 
‘Concerning the completion ofthe front poreh, which had been 
pbire of the Lady’ Minto plan but never finshed.” The secretary 
lwas fo write to the varlous, municipal eccretaries concerning 
the forwarding’ of the funds collected far” hospital purposes 
‘Thre was a dicuasion of debentires, and was deciaed to 
tase By-Law Number concerning the borrowing of 45000.00 
‘Revangemnts were mate for the transfer of the promises from 
ihe Lady Minto Board. ‘The chairman and the secretary were 
ifven signing powers, nd $500 was to be borrowed immediately 
{fp pay certain ontstavding bills. “The seretary wae to be bonded 
for $1000. "The first’ account paid by the Board ‘eas’ the 
Returning Offlee’s election expenses, amounting to $198.70. The 
Second. account. paid, in" the amount af $1920, was A. TL 
onaghan's for tiving the Returning Offiee to dierent points 
inonnection with the election, "Finally was desided to ask 
Mrs. Hoy Stone to be Acting Matron when the hospital opened 


‘There was another mesting on July 4th, concerning deben- 
fares and SE another on July 12" Correspondence with the 
Endy’ into Hoard. was tabled” "The decision, was taken not 
fordisturh the front wall of the basement. A”retaining_ wall 
twas fo be built instead, ‘A. J. Chilpocks tender for general 
ork was accepee.eily sind Kokott were to 4o the heating 
nd plumbing wor, and Hillss Flectric would do the electri 
‘wring. "Finally the Hospital was insired for $12,000.00 


One can imagine the Board members vapning the shies 
they adjourned that July day” ‘The summer had been drys the 


a 














hay and grain crops were shart. Could the community really 
‘flora this Hospital that they were opening’? Would the vote 
‘on the debentures pass?” Perhaps this was the meeting when the 
Board posed, alongwith Afr, W. Calene-on the old front steps 
‘of the Hopital, "The pictre ie reproduced thanks to the iindnees 
of Bre, AUC. Wood, 


Front roy, left te right Nr A, Medill nd Me, JT. Fate 





Perhaps the Notes to Ratepayers, which appeared in the 
Standard daly 21519, wae searing Tn toontance witht 
the Municipal Hospitals Act's petition Hi een reesive, and 
there would be a vote to decide whether to ad the “west hal 
fat townships Si, 53,08" and 4, range 8, and that portion of 
{ownahip orange 3 south of the Saskatchewan five in Muni 
{loa District Number 11 to the Hooptal District 





Surely this was a vote of confidence! 


Polis were to be held at the residences of J. H. Steed and 
§, J. Irwin, and at Riverton Post Office with ‘Thos, Lee as 
Geputy returning oicer 


ore aie, el Sy via 





Debentures and bills were the chief business at the July 
830 meeting, held this time in Mr. Fyfe office, 
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At the Soptember 6 mesting in the Hospital, Mow, Stone 
vrs spotted 48 Acting Maton, duties to begin when the Hoe 
Pitt wae ready.” Ie-was neceasiry to borrow money agai 
the musicpaities had not paid theie requsitons. As Dixon 
and 1. Nichols were to go to Bamonton concerning the purchase 
of an electric pan forthe Hospital 

Winter had sie in earnest whan the October 16 meeting 
wag held in Mir Fyfe's office, ‘The famous storm of the Bt 
Of October, 1910, had marked the early beginning of what would 
the ‘one ofthe severest" winters on nécord in Nestern Canada, 
Tee Board did not know this at the timo, but i's Interesting 
tole that they decided to ell the old stoves, "A better heating 
System Was belgg ingtalled, and the old stove would no longer 
fe neceaary. AY bulling: was to be bull on the west siderot 
the Hospital to house the Fairbanks Moree ight plant 

At another meeting the very next week Mr. A, J. Chilbck’s 
tender forthe construction of the sapic tank Was scepted. A.B, 
Ruston’ tender for caretaker, ook and laure wan accepted 
At a aalary of $75.00 per moni, to be Teed to $90,00 Inter 


60 

















George MacPadven remembers working for Art Ci 
during the fall and winter of 1919 and 1920", Mrs. W. S 
‘Semembers bouring some ofthe men wlio worked on the Project 





‘Three meetings ip November and December saw the Board 
busy paying hile and arranging for a renewal of the note at 
the hank, as muriipaities stil had not paid thle requisitions, 
Evidently the alterations were proceoding at a satisfactory pace 
for the December 22 meeting asked Abr Fyfe to advertve for 


By this time the winter of 1919-1920 was already nearly 
hres ontla long, ad hardship was ining exerened through 
find encouraged farmers to uid up thelr herds to more than 
ual size, he hay and rain erop had been shor, following 
‘dry summer, anf the eatiy snow in October hd found many 
rope of gronitead ail In the stook.” The bundles were frosan 
forthe ground and covered with snow. Dizwing them out was 
tow, ethausting, heartbreaking work, To make things worse, 
there was a reaurrence of the Tu” epidemic of the year before, 
fad whole families became sick at onee. Dre Mnorgan has tld 
tia drive fo'an aren "Biles north of Iely in. 10" weather 
{fo see Bob Bralthwalte who had double pneumonia. My driver 
ti Ghat ooeasion was Rack Brown, who Was a wonder guide 
find driver" 


So, many people were sick that Doctor Minorgan couldn't 
begin to eare Tor them all and they couldnt all have. been 
Fospltaliead it the ‘Hopital had bean ready. De. "Alinongen 
Stopped at one farm where two grovtn brothers and thelr elder 
father liv. ‘he brothers were just recovering from the “i 
He examined their hands and fect, and noted how the skin had 
token away ‘from under the fingernalis and toenails 








“You had enoueh fever to kill you", he ssid. “ow did 
‘you manage fo brea ic? "The old man described how he had 
Tolle senna leaver—the utual fay remy waa to steep hem 
Sani gave it to them fo drink This kept the bowels active 


“Good for you. T epuldn't have prescribed anything better 
in Thad ted?” was Dr. Minorgan's re a 


‘The Islay Hospital Board met on February. 4, 1920, and 
accepted Miss A. 3 Innes application for the position of nurse 
Tew days after that the Vermilion Standard earviod & note 
to the publi that Islay Honpital had openet and was, ready 
to teeibe patients on Monday, February. There" had ‘bean 
‘rouble getting an operating fable; the firm coulda’ supply 
the one Srdere, and’ Dr Minorgan waa to onder anather one 
Nevertheless the Hospital had openet and was admitting patients. 
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Evidently there were many pationts admitted to, asthe March 
Hot80, mecing recon at he ard oped te Peay 
erlan mange as a islation 
Hospital. "The "fa" epidemic 
was peraisting in the same 
way as the long, on winter 


Misa MeTatyre had come to 
take over the duties of Matron 
fom ire ‘Stone when the 
Board tel in Apel” at 1020. 
She reeivel'inttrictions 
hive two ‘undergraduate 
furses, No doubt it kad been 
found that saff of ‘bee 
fares, oe fr day dy and 
‘he for ight simply’ was nat 
fnough, Also, a gnealine= 
iota sterner was be par 
chased. 





(IE MaNTYRE, second Mate of "The May 20 meeting in 
tay ‘Monel Hgpaa"3%9,"" structed Bie. Fyfe to prepare 
fora ratepayers meeting. In 
July, a it appeared that the Board would have to borrow money 
Hr yee tepid in the de osing thas the Depart 
had advised against holding’ such a meeting, 0 none was hel. 
‘This June 10 meeting was the fifteenth recorded in she 
‘rat minute hook, "Ambrose Dixon, Tom Nichole, A. MeACilan 
‘and. A.C. Wood had taken over the old. Lady Minto, Hostal, 
‘made alterations and opened it Now Median ad ef the 
‘Board, and N. Melnnes had talen hie place. Brg 8, J Irwin, 
‘rom Streamsiown Munilpalty, had Just become the fit men: 
ber in such amall waye de history made," At 8 196) Hospital 
Convention delopates would Hear au address In whieh mention 
Yeas mau of Sra Iewin a the first woman to act on & mci 
Fospltal board in Alberts 


"The igs complete year ofthe Municipal Hospital's existence 
had teen the Bou nid the Distiees peoge: hverely testa 
Money had boen slow eaming through trom! the municipalities, 
‘and special arrangements hl had tn be made to get money $3 
‘cury'on. Some feturned men declared that the “ant winter” 
Find been woree experience than the wat- Indeed, an area 
that dauatly reduced ample feed for is stoek population ‘had 
bad oe tial tans the iortng and abi 
(of feed," he Apel 25, 1920, Standard Necorde thse hay shipe 
fents from other areas had been seeared. "CW. Robinecn tf 
Vermbion and A. B Ronaghan of Islay were in change of die 
tribution for Vermtion Valley Munilpalley Furthermore, mani 
pal money Would continue to be sow in coming threogh to 




















the Board, ag cattle prices dropped to a point where farmers 
ot only made ‘no profit but tone severe oss on the cattle 
the had wintered Ar euch ost 





pal, be yeas fore many farmer rsovered_ from 
the etree of Se "We steps ‘hat Jl 
Known athe fm, tao, even though 
'War So the nia ie ily wptal reopen 
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN 


FIRE ON THE NIGHT SHIFT 


‘There were. some anxious moments on a night shift in 
March, 1028..""The Janitor, Jehmny Houle, had got up in the 
easiy hours of the moming to chee fires the! itchen stove 
Sindin the Sumace inthe basement. "He had emptied ash 
Pans and in doing so, had used some cloths that ere in the 
npbard under the "Gum walter” or ltt, that took. trays 
from the lutehen to wards upstairs. ‘A spark most have got 
‘none of the ‘loth ‘and remained ‘on it, unnoticed, when he 
Dit‘the loth back in the cupboard 


Mr, Constance Patteraon (nee Clack) remembers. that 
Dorothy’ Spencer, now Mrs. Tom Wats, wae on night duty at 
the tine. "When ‘she smellod smoke pouring oat of the tft 
‘petaite abe calmly ‘and qutekly closed” the ward doorsy's0\ 88 
hot fo alarm the patients, and rushed downstairs to notify the 
lath “All came rushing out in night allre to fight the fire 
Irs. J.C Mayers: (noe Vislet MeColeman) vividly remerbers 


being called along with Mise Gilchrist ister irs. Loyd he> 
Paden). 



























At fins it was dificlt to tell where the fire was, 20 
water ‘was thrown on if from oth the ground floor sa the 
Upatair, and it was not long, before it was extngushed. OF 
course Water rin out fnto the Micken, end when the fre scare 
‘vas over there mas a job clesaing sp the mess on the Tico, 


Mrs, MeFadden remambora clearly the number of patients 
there ware in at the time asthe delulan to evacuate them 
ifthe fire got out of hand would have been her responsiity 
fs Matron. There ‘were Zour new ‘babien, two tte gi, 
tae boy, and two ladies. To make matiary worse, there was 
1 fire eicape at that ime!” But quick action brought sucess 
nd ire. McFadden thinks none ‘of the patients ever" imew 
St the danger. After the fre was safely ou one of the patients 
Suid something to Johnny Houle about smelling smoke. Johnny 
fuplicd, "Oh, the tain Just went through, and you can smell 
{he stoke from it 


‘The Board minutes for March 8, 1928, make reference to 
onstruction of a fire eseape, and it was not long afterwards that 
{he'present fire escape wae bult. Reading through the minutes 
tt Bian meetings trough the years since then, we find frequent 
‘mention of Tire dill visits by fire inspectors, and suggested 
precautions against fre 








CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 


“A REAL FLORENCE NIGHTINGAL 





Our chaptor tile is taken from a letter written by a lady 
who worked at slay Hospital when lias Nelle Gichnit: (now 
Mts. Goyd MeFaaden) was Matron. Mr. Constance Patterson 
(nee Cel) of Mayerthorpe, has summed up uieay what several 
Doonle have written of Alisa Cilshrist's sevice thore, indeed 
‘rom letters ‘and interviews we have got the, impresslon of 
waif, who ed their Matron, Uked each ther" and worked 

cher well Mrs. J.C. Mayers (nee MeColeman) has waitten, 

we months spent there were pleasant, he naff congenils and 
the people teiendly and co-operative” 


‘There were problems and crises as usual. The lighting 
ant, as causing trouble, and is mentioned. froquenty fe the 

mand minutes for these Years. “Archie Chambers has {old ts 
of being-a patient at this time. The plant made & fot of noise 
when if vas working, although it seamed to find many excises 
for tot working. the harassed Board tried different model 
‘but wit litle fuck. “They bought power from BTL, Moore. 
Later they bought power from the Talay Hectic Light Go. Ones 
augeyeral cling of ratepayers was ead to dacs the mater 
Le have ino rocord of how or when the problem ‘waa, satis: 
cory ealved, 


‘The fre of March, 1928, has been dealt with in a chapter 
of its own 


Nurses at that time wore: Miss Emestine Mattern (later 
Mrs. F. B- Watt), bliss MeColeman (Qtr J.C, Mayers), lise 
Contin, Diss Spencer (Mrs: Tom Watts), Miss Barbars Baron, 
Miss Thelma Kerr. The housekeeping staff inciuded: Miss Cont 
ance Clack (Mrs: Patterson), Lena Smith, Lacy ilannon, Mrs 
Minar, Miss Newcombe, Mies Gur, Mrs.‘Harsy Brown, Jobs 
Houle, Ste. Kolon and Me: Linghatn, 


Mrs. McFadden recall that in those days the nurses were 
responsible for tho mending. One night three babies cams, 
nf there was afendy one if the nurse.” It as aes fe 
st busy and 

‘mn band 











rake new baby’s shir ae there were only ee 


‘One time  cassarian operation kept all available: nursing 
statt they, "tnd they had Yello the cook to necelve the 
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Mrs, Melfaiden remembers that the entre Bob Bralthwalte 
famiiy™Bob, ‘hin wie, and two chidren—were homiabeed 


Each time she would take the new Mercier baby to his 
mother, Mrs. Reymond Mercier, Mes. MeFadden would remark, 
"Hore John", ar ohn in in’ good. humor taday" or Mi” 
‘John's growing” When the time cxme Zor Mrs. Meter to £6 
home, Mrs: MeFalden asked, "What are you gang to name 
in Ais Meier rele, "You sold Know, Mss Ghia, 


Miss Ernestine Mattern was on night duty when Given 
‘Torranee was born, There was 1 concert on inthe hall that 
right, and’ everybady was there, even the Doctor, There as 
Bobody'to send, end too many thinge to be done soon, 50 Mis 
Battern simply carved on alone 


Ope fall day a ite boy was brought in with a roptured 
appendix. He cred nd cei, and dia fot want to sayy ne he 
Femembered that itwas the same Hospital his modhor had 
Dcsod aay in His dad tol him that fils Clack (ira Pat 
Ferson) ‘war here and would eome to tee him regulary. In the 
evens sa meer woeld 0 up and read hin any 
ames, The hoy was'a patient a lng time: He spent Christ 
fag in the Hospital; where Santa camo ae sual, and Tefe sift 
{nthe slocking and ander the tre,”"When it eame te for him 
{0 en, he dit want leven Houpital Bad completely 


Mrs, McFadden follows with interest the careers of the 
babjes Tarp whl she was at Tolay Homa an speaks of them 
asm babies” 

Several bad accidents pointed out the need for instruction 
in first a, Aiea BlePadden and Mies Drummond ave fit 
‘ld classan in Islay in response to this need. One rhember af 
fheee eariy classes was iter to become present Matron cf stay 
Hospital, tis R Ball (noe Hilda Shaw). 

Surely Florence Nightingale could ashe no more than that 
“the lamp be passed on tn this wey! 
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RIGHTEEN 


SIX BOARD MEMBERS 


It is sometimes fashionable in ertain cvles to make fon 
of the democratic proeess and to idiule those who fake part 
In it" "The nrocers tog low", thees people say, “and the 
Deonle, don't possess the Wetaied” knowledge to govern them 





Ot nae ze the mine of the ey Hosta Bone 
without developing. a deep respect forthe democratic practes 
eit has worked ig che Zrtytwo ents ste TEA, ad Tor 
hoe who have mate if work 


About thirty-seven cltizens of the Islay Hospital District 
have’ served on the Tlay Hospital Hoar, tome for one term 
nly, some for many Sears 


“Ladies first” Is the usual rae, owe shall mention Mrs 
S.J, Irwin first fs. Irwin was elected to the Board 1966 
{o represent Streamstown Munieipalty. When she was clected 
cme’ doubt was all being expressat inthe province as. to 
Whether women were "person and ented to" serve'on such 
Public bones" as hospital boards, although the Nght, vole 
Jn federal elections had been granted in 1917, Ta 1921, ‘ir, 
‘ustice Scott of the Alberta Sapreme Court Tuled thay 1 Ms 
‘opinion, women definitely were persons. “The temburs of the 
‘hay Hospital Board must have tmiled then Diss. Irwin ad 
proven the ‘polnt by"her eontsbutons. to Hoan! ‘work, The 
Iminuies of the Board show, for example, that Ms. Levintnssted 
{alratpayrs get nani stants covering Hosa arn 
Pubic money was, eng oad and a ube accountng mut be 
made: for it "This polly has been’ followed. throughout, the 
ets, irs Irwin's ropes concerning» “nurses” Home wil 
Bo'deat with In another chapter, 


Reference has already been made in another chapter to 
fom Lee's “point of prinepe Mr ze had Insted thet the 
Board ‘of the Munieial Tlospiat should, assume the debts of 
the Lady Minto Board as well a it asta. Tle was cletod to 
the Hoard in 1922, thus becoming ane of two persons to work 
with both the Lady Minto Board snd the Munigpal Boat ie 
brought up the Lady Minto store bls not long after hs election 
By Alay 10, 1888, discussion of Lady Minto aetounts hat reached 
the polnt where the Secretary, Me. Beceroft, was instructed 
‘sk the Affomey-General for in opinion ennecrning: these bil 
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At the June 7, 1928, meoting, it was decided that al ills 
apse, Byte ie lat aca, th aay nee 

eptal, shouldbe paid, "As Me. Loe tall it, the process of 
Densusion was slow and tothe last there was one ipdividual 
Rito eppoved the najment of the accounts, ut the "paint of 
Prine" had been gained, 


"The record for ength of service on the Islay, Hospital Board 

Iplongs fo Mr. AB. Wood of Dew= 

errs He wa fat elected fn 1921, 

dnd served without, break tl 

ilar pert of 27 yeas. Be 

war om the Board again in 1952 

dnd 1866 fo complete the term of 

ihe late S.C Bite te. Wood's 

term of service Inciuded most of 

fe taoaring twenties" a of, the 

tity tees” and all af the "war 

force”. When he served jp 1952 

‘and 1808 he could aay Uhat he ad 

Served in Zour. different decades! 

ina letter wetten in 196, Mr. 

‘Wood ‘refers tothe Wish of the 

Board to provide free hoepltllza- 

[ANDREW WOOD (L) eed batter Hon to.the ratepayers. This seq 

had been mented by the River 

ton UPA. Local as early ax 1023, Tor we have record of in 

88 Inmates for November 28.-‘The same iden received expres: 

on at the February 21, 1997) sanual meeting of Vermilion 

Valley Municipality, when G, W. Benson mentioned Yt in his 

Nepoek. "eventually the idea waz fake up with the Department, 

Witch aid hot approve of fit the Board was not alowed ta 

Tring it free hoopltallation Zor ratepayers, tcartainly pioneered 

fr providing apesil hoeltal serves to the publi.” SO. Wood's 

idng service entities him to 8 goodly share of the credit fr this 
progress. 






"The February 8, 1947, minutes contain this statement: “Mfr. 
Urgultard has completa 12'years on the Board, being Chairman 
ne December @, 1941. During’ 12 years he_ never missed 
SMending a Board mesting, ‘The Hoard expressed wholehearied 
Spprecaton of His ae leadership during the trying years of the 
wee Sad the many’ benettsactruing othe Hospital Distriet 
Me the result of his untiring devotion to duty, and his wide 
Rowedge and, txpeece ine atte’, "The boar 
capreasion of ‘appreiation speaks volumes, leaving litle to be 
SRE iy us heres"We shall Near more of ir. Urauhart tater. 





[At a time when no one eee could be found to serve, George 
“Jak, wa ‘willing to let his name stand. Ths began career 
aS'fhound imember whieh Isted ten" Years, more than five of 
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Which he spent ns chairman, During the time tho principe 
‘Of the "ecipreal agreements” with neighboring hospital districts 
ras discussed and eventually acepted’ This sone woUld make 
His period of service worthy of specal note. A rather extensive 
Brogfanine of rnoration was seo bor rng Mr dass Ese 








Most likely fow ratepayers will believe thet Mr, Shire, 
the present Chairman, has been a member of the. Beard for 
bver Id years, more then five of them as Chatrman.- Mr, Shiereft 
fine insisted again and again that ratepayers age entitied to all 
{ie services provided by the munieipalty. Accordingly, he argues, 
al the hospitals with torstory in the. municipality’ shoal be 
Teall avallable tp ratepayers His support of this principle, 
fd is insistence that Islay Hospital would gain many patients 
fast logt by iy ip at east part of the reason for the adoption 
Gt the Mretprocal agreements” principle in 1950, 


[No doubt we have committed sin of omisslon in our listing 
of si unusual Hoard members, but we feel ane that members 
tntitied to special mention wil reeive ie eoewhere in these 
ares. 
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 


‘THREE LETTERS ABOUT BOARD POLICY 


Wo sro very fortunate to have, several excellent accounts 
‘of Hospital affairs as soon through the eves of Board menor 
For tio of these we are indebted to Rita G. Ir Lively. Mrs, 
Lively’ has mafntalned aa Interest in Tay Hospital tavoughont 
the years, and tate 2 hablt of inguring regularly concern 
[ts progress On one of these ceeasions, tn i0iiy Sie. WG 
Urgthart, then Chairman of the Board, wrote aloe letter giving 
an outline of the Hospital's operation at that tine. AL that 
tiie he had beon a member of the Board for nine Yrs, 20 Was 
{nan exeellent postion to write an account, ‘Mss Livaly kept 
‘i letter and’ made It available to the Committee, Hete ate 
the parts of the leer which ane of itanest tat 


Islay, Alberta 
brea) 





Dear Mrs. Lively 


No doubt you will be surprised on seeing the signature to 
{his ag Chairman ofthe Board of Islay Muipal Hospital Dis: 
tic. T saw your Inter addrestod to the Hospital and am very 
lease fo be able to give you sgme information about i and the 
Eleni ‘servioe ft has given ‘Some months ago'a Miss Brighty 
ofthe Department of Public Heath, wrote the Hospital for 
Intcrmaiton as fos history aa she was compiling information 
for some Department at Ottawa. I sent er az much ae Tne 
of the start of the movement and ‘gave her" your adress as 
frit he one who cou til her all siout fe The Matron also 
Harwowed a copy of Miss Teetgen's bro and sent that up. 


nape, 190 the Erovlns stared system of rar 
oepitals supported by taxation. Laas, being fortunate enough 
oe th bing ied in nt che ache. A Sa 
Was formed comprising parts of four munllpaldltrcts and the 
Wilage of Tsay. Five rectors ‘are, one fo each, con. 
tribing-area,"In all about $20,000 wae spent to remodel and 
equip the building” Now we have a well-equipped and uptodate 
Iie hospital Te te heated, with hot water has hot and eld 
running water and sewage sposal plant. ‘The building te tow 
‘uecowd. "he operating room la up fo date, there is an adequate 
tray" machine, a fire class dynatherm, machine, and many 
{things not usual in a rare hospital. The Hospital hie splendid 
recor, to date there haa not boon one maternity death. "Every 
ort of medical and eungical case Is han, except where some 
Epecalst Ie required. "Now there it'a scheme fo assist those 

















requiring to go to Bamonton for such services, To my mind 
{heros only due thing lacking, and that ke proper appreciation 
by the people of the splendid sarvice available. All atepayers 
are entitled fo Tul serve, al drag prescriptions, dressings and 
‘X-ray or otter lamp treatotnt, dynathorm ley at an inlasve 
charge of $1.00 per day. "As toon as the war iv over It is 
hoped to ‘db away with cven that charge and male {entirely 
free. ‘The taxes average about 8 or $6 per quarter scion 
‘The annual cot of operation rune about §10,000,01. The patient 
das ual rum tut 8200 to 8900 por Yeu there are now 
foe of mural howplals in Alberta, “in Tact the Province is 
Dretty well service by them, But it is thanks to the. work 
You and tse Teetgen did that Islay’ Hospital operates: tay. 
oer hi nd nt ben Thee hare wad hae 
at Lieydminster and at Vermilion 


You vould not Snow very many in these parts now. So 
many of the oxiginal settlers have moved awed Mary and 1 
are Hearly the offet timers this side of Isley.” Your old farm 
fas had no. one ving on it for years now's the Cairne family 
Stil own the whole section, but the family afe scattered all over 
the continent. In the different branches of the Tarm organise 
tions T sometimes mect old timers who remember and inquire 
about Mfr Lively. I'have heard news of you once in awhile 
{rom Perty Morgan who stil In the neighborhood 


‘This has boen a very severe winter to date, with & lot of 
snow and f9 cap thal my whole crop it under the show in commen 
‘wth ‘about 80% at the erop in Alberta; late season and ea 
‘how and shortage of manpower are the reasons 

Mr, Fyfe was interested and pleased at your inaviry 
about him 

I hope this brie note wil show you that the work you did 
‘hasbeen well worth while and has proved areal benefit 0 this 
Seighborhood. "Bary" joint me sending. reparis and 











‘Yours sincerely, 
W. G. URQUHART, 


‘Tyelve year ater Mrs. Lively had written again for informa: 
tion,” "This time Mr. W. L: Roebuck, with many Yeara of Board 
Service, both ae secretary and chairman, answerad. This letter 
fo wag carefully saved hy Mrs Lively ad made available #0 Our 
Cammitfee. The text is az Zollows 
Talay, Alberta, 
‘Ape 12, 1988. 





eae Mrs, Lively 


In reply to letler written to us some time ago, we would 
ket he i ime to give you sume of the crutslances 
Surrounding the operation of this institution at the present time, 


@ 











‘The Hospital is now oporated as a municipal unit whieh 
means that the chief souree of revenue Ie supplied by direct 
{ixation a the Yate of five mils on all the propery in tho 
Hlspital Distriet. “Vie amounts to some 816000 per year, and is 
paid quarterly by the rural munilpalty tthe Hospital Board 

‘Raopayers and thelr dependent ae bopialized fr $1.00 
per day, and nob-ratepayers residing within the District may 
Durghate non-rntepayers contracts for §10.00 per year, which 
fits them to the ame privileges as ratepayers 

[Lam enclosing a copy of our financial statement for the 
past yeur for your formation, ‘The bot eapactty rating is based 
{na eabie foot airspace and ares sis por bod, aad is now 
‘ated at 18 beds and 4 bassnettes, the bel comploment ralsed 
‘he capacity to 20 boda and 4 eribe plus dhe bassineties, 

‘We now employ a Astron, 4 nurtey, 2 nursing aides, cook, 
anit, mai, Indeess and secretartreasurer, fll time: We 
‘pera onan eight oot nursing shit ai, and 44 hour weeks 

“Mr. Urquhart hus been dead for some time and Mrs, Urquhart 
1s ving in Vermilion, 


1 might add that there is a move on foot to close this 
ogtl and fr the bung nt convalescent home for the 
Aged. I wil try fo eolect some newspaper slipping, and encloce 
{fem that wil shed nome Highton the sue 
‘Yours very truly, 

WL ROEBUCK, 

SecretaryeTrensurer, 

Ista Slunelpal Hospital, 

District Ro. 











The third leter is from Be, A. B, Wood who served on 
the Islay Hoopital Bogrd from 1921 to 1048 and gain in 1952 
8s Ee il the vacancy zeta y the deal ofc. Bats 
letter fallows ey: 
Dewberry, Alberta, 
October 15, 1964, 


eat Mr, Ronaghan: 

During the frst fow years I was on the, Hoard the $1.00 
4 gayle aly covers ward fae and dias melite 
inthing beyond tat eluding special drugs ordered by t doctor, 
iad to be pads extras by the patient, 

‘The changes we made over the years were a8 follows 

We passed a resolution to supply all drugs usod by a patient 
without extra charge. T remember our Matron could hardly 
Trove ter ears when we called her in and wld her of the 
change 

She said “All drugs, no matter how expensive?" We told 
her that as correct 

We slso did away with the charge for use of the operating 
oom Which was in eect at that ie = 

Later we purchased an X-ray machine and included it use 
In the $3.00 per day. The decor, of course, wes at Uberty to 
charge for operating the machine 

We made arrangements with Bémonton hospitals to take 
patients from our disriet who were sent there by our doctor. 
ARs Inlay’ was a one-doctor town, or rather village, we made 
fan arrangement with a Toydminster doctor, whereby a patent, 
‘who thought he" should be sent to Hmonton but whom out 
Uetor thought could be treated in Islay could. appeal to the 
fnid Lioydminster doctor. Tf the dactor agreed withthe patent 
fen e'patent cou go to Bmonton the sae as bene sent 
baa lly dcr he acres the lr das tat 
fished the matter. ‘The Talay Hogpital paid the pubic ward 
{foe ofthe Himonton hospital, and charged the, patient the 
31.00 per das, Just a6 though he had been in our Hoops 

Later we tried to do away with the $100 per day rate, 
tot could not get the reguired sanction of the Proviaeal Govern: 
ments remember ihe cainet minister saying, "Not se tong 
Si Tam Minister of Health 

1 might mention that, we had a woman member of the 
Boar in’ the person of Mrs. Sam Irwin. She represented 
Steapatown Winks. Mr lee tok her ist en she 








Yours sincerely, 
A. B. Woop, 
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(CHAPTER TWENTY 


‘THE “RESIDENCE” 


‘The caviest,reconied mention of “nurses! home” or 
“ans! neckdence” isin the. Vermilion Stazdard report of 
Febraaty’5, 1095, annual Hospital ratepayers’ mecting. During 
the disctation period rs, SJ. Irwin wore to recommend the 
building of a“traey’ nome” Wa do not have the Board minutes 
For that periods oo tere Ig n recon of what the Board's reaction 
was." ‘We must aasume that the Hoard, ar at Teast a majority 
Were oppoted, ax no action on bulldinge was falcen"for many 
yore 


Pressure, on the Hospital's space beran to be felt, very 
api, “The April 7, 1021, minttey tell us of arrangements for 
‘bathroom on the lower ‘flor. ‘This would make f necessary 
{move the dispensary which had beep Ym that space, and that it 
turn would ot preature on other facts, "Mes. Koy Kent 
has tod us of meeting murace st Ais: Irwin’, "No doubt Mrs 
Insin was far more aware of the staff's opinions concerning 
ving quarters than the men wer 


‘rs, Chas, Redmond (nee Burnett) states, that in 1937 
the Beara had been Tenting’s room in the hotel forthe cook. 
fand Iiandress, ‘This arrangement was all right in spring” oF 
Simmer months, but not satisfactory in the fall oF winter, ae 
{heir root was cold and ancomfortable then. Digeussion took 
Place and’ the staff deelded to doable. up ard allow the cook 
find laundsess to move ack into the Hospital, ‘Mee, Redmond 
remarks, “This gave us amueh more cheer anil ife. Their 
eletnce vif Gite pallens was more han “once 
Sppveciatea” 





Cleary it, was desirable to have the staff all together 
sand handy’ tthe Hospital 


"The December 9, 1944, minutes tell us of a room being 
rent town fr the dometc Sat veto eongsted 


‘The attitude of the Department towards the project ean be 
cgay surmised from the following inident.- In 3lareh, 194, 
the Hoard held a apeclal meeting with members of the Aaberta 
Health Survey, "fly that time sthe Residence bad ‘become at 
‘cepted ant appreiated part of the Hospitals faclties for its 
ath andthe former staff Toons had all en oocupled for stetly 
Hospital purposes, "With all Uhese changes noted, Mie. MeGilp 
fuggested that there shoud be more room available fr maternity 





26 














‘The construction of the Residence provides us with an 
cexoalent example ofthe care with "whigh Hospital Boat 
sttecs& problam. Ta us study the minites concerning i 


‘The regular March mesting In 1945, heard letter from 
Mr, Maxwell af the Department concerning. "the. provision ot 
‘ulitlona living nccommodstion for he stat?” 


Mr. Maxwell spoke to the July 5 meeting concoring hospital 
rmatlers generally “A molion ‘wat ‘carviod unanimdtaly that 
a special'mecting’ be called, for July 12 to review the tatter 
fe'Tving accommodation. ‘This July 12 mecting throshed out 
fal aspets of the problem. The Chairman and Secretary, were 
fo act as’ comalttar to gather all information relative to 
tHhe'Seheme, and report to the August meoting 





‘The report was given a called for 


Moctings in the remainder of the year make no mention 
of the projet 


‘The wheels began to turn in earnest in January of 1946 
wn the Bear evento the pean othe Mitr ty 
fnofses’ home ae recommended by the Inspector of Hespials 
Fete tha Mew to providng nore” acoimndtin for 





Tn February Mr. 1, Waterfield was appointed convennr of 
a committee to secure plans and estimate costa Ministerial 
Aoproval had been granted: "A ratepayers’ meeting in. Keri 
ttorth School that same month passed resolution supporting 
{he decision to build'a ngrees’ home.” ‘The minutes tll us that 
spproval as uaanimoas! 


‘The April Roand meeting accepted Mr. Waterfiel’s plans 
spa Spelt and sb them for approval by the 





ay saw the plant approved after the visit of a Sonitary 
ycnear and Sanigary tnepector. ‘The Hoard dacided to employ 
John Shaw and Sons, Bland Fred, to bud the reidencs 
Mr Yack Coodhope was to be emplovéd ae plumbing and heat 
Ing contractor, "istimates| wore. to be ‘soured for lectical 
Intellations. "The bulding committee were to have excavation 
done and procure material 





‘The August meeting minutes refer tothe building ax “under 
construetion®.Insuranee is to be Dut on the new balding 


Spring of, 1947 found the decorators at work, The Beart 
called for, a “two. tone eslor scheme, and wood work cour 
amished. 

















Probably the staff moved into the Residenco’in the late 
spring or sumer of 1947. "Mo. George Jack remembers 1987 
{B's year he became a member of the Board and as the Year 
fhe residence wae finished. Thi is the only Information we 
have on the subject, es,we have heard from hone of the Resie 
tence’ lst gocapites The Zathful minutes record that storm 
‘windows are Seing put on In Novernber! 








We shall hear more about the Residence and the staff's 
gots to equip ir n'a later chapter Under the heading, “Lite 
‘Heforts Hospital Cab.” 


CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE 


DISASTEI 





i PLAN IN ACTION 


‘The Hospitals “disaster plan” provides for the efficient 
robilzation fall hospital facies well se of all nurses 
fad norsing aides ving within calling distance in the case of 
[nemergency. "The vale of such pan in time of war ls cbvious 
‘The plan recognizes that hospital's Tacies may be severely 
{ted even in time of peace by unusual fires, tran of bus acc 
‘dents, fa name only'a few 


1 1960 the “disaster plan" at, Lamont Hospital was, put 
into etfect to cope with te situation caused by the callison 
tf tain with »tehool tis Inde Hie not geberalyrecogniaed 
that the “daaster plan made it possible tosave lives there 
‘which might otherwise have been Tost through shear lack of 
Immediate care 


Visitors to Inlay Hopital would have noticed nothing very 
unogal on the evening of Octobor 4 1908. Dies, Bal Was 
‘om duty, and was fant buay getting the patiente ready for the 
Hight as the Hoopital wae nearly fall. Amaterniy case was 
‘dmtied, and it appeared thae everything shouldbe made 
eady ‘for the baby's arrival: Bul ive things” were all part 
OF2 ial evenings day. No itor woul avs dreamed 
that shorly ‘tfter bla departure the, Hocptal would ave to 
meet a challenge fo its “disaster plan 


On the highway north of Islay two ears met in headon 
cqlison snd no Tose than nine porsong were instantly tn need 
of hospitalization Shorty aftetwand Mrs. ell had to set the 
Shisaster™ plan in motion. 


Fortunetely_ all nurses and domestic staff were ether in 
rldence ar readily available for double or triple daly watt the 
lation wag under conta, Nurser ealad were Biss f-Gipin, 
EN Mee, A. Purser, N.; Bre U, Macfadyen, Mrs, B. Ble 
ena, Misa Staan Hoatow, Mise E, Ewen and Mis. L. Gessner. 
Domestic staff incloded Mr’ J. Hurst, Ming E, Podhaniul, Mrs 
Wr Hlangon, Mra". Carey, and Mra, G, Schaffer. In addition 
{pode Bett Bi. Bra an be Saphene wee cs from 
Vermin 











‘Two of tho injured were released after first ald eare, but 
seven had to be put to bed.” The staff hastily erected surplus 
feds, and moved eds trom wards fo suttvon, but cren With 
there arrangements four children had {9 be pal in two bods 





89 











All pationts had serious nceratons and broken bones, and 
very effort had fo be mado to prevent some from bleeding 
{ordealh before others could be given atfenion 


In the midst of all this the baby arrived, and the title 
now life had to have the attention it decerved 


Mrs. A. . Ronaghan had been on the nursing stat, but 
ras heraef a patent the night of the accident, She emersbers 
That one ills wit ried when ‘her dress, was removed. The 
Areas was torg and covered with blood. "And that's my very 
best ass fon, tho Sobbod. ‘Miss Gilpin came into the wae 
get om thee’ condition ands, Honaghan offre her 
lb. 


“Would you mind watching this ite gis, Mrs. Ronaghan’" 
fgeked Miss Cipin. "Shes blosiing trom behind her ears Told 
{se awa, and ry to keep her Guls.Theres aad in wee 
condition, ad T think adel have to have blood transfusions 


"The mother and her newborn, baby were finally put to be, 
frocing more statf for help in the stitching of uke and the 
Setting of broken bones." As the night wore on patien? after 
patient was! dealt with and made ae comfortable as possible, 
Teeame clear that the mort seriously injured patient would 
hhave to be transferred” to the Royal’ Alexandra Hospital it 
Hammonton, and arrangements had to be Made Zor this, 

Mrs, Hannon (neo Podhanivk) remembers that nearly the 
whole siaff wore there unt ive ollock im the morning. ‘in 
nly an hour or 30 the day shift would be coming’ om duty 
tnd patients would be waiting for ther breakfast? About twenty 
Uree trays would be neaded during the coming. Weeks, 

‘The Hospital's “disastor plan” had worked all through the 
night a saving ives and belnging «new life into the world, 























(CHAPTER TWENTY-1WO 


PROBLEMS OF THE BOARD 


‘he Inlay Hospital Board has held ant average of more than 
leven meetings your since the District fire hoard met in 
1819." This is about 476 mectings. "Once e mouth the members 
Astemble in the Hospital dining room. Sometimes business is 
Fouled cay to handle, “Atother times very difficult points 
igen advice mete sought from the Deparinen. om 
fhe Attomey-General or from the Boand of Puble UUs, Com 
Iiitsionere, Defeat decisions may" then have tobe’ taken 
‘At all times public business Is being dane whether the general 
publ js aware of It or not 


Perhaps there has beon difficulty withthe heating or plumb 
Ing system. Perhtpe the root a. in need of repairs; ‘The fie 
famumissionar may have pointed out that a ehange in regulations 
sll Yor some’ changes in construction here and there, 


(On another plane the fesignstion of nurse may have 
bon received and its necestary to find a veplacement. It may 
Bev ecesary to ask for a resignation, In View of verlain fees 
that have’ come to light 








AA deputation of ratepayers may wait on the Board with a 
complaint of one kind or another 


Beanomie Changes 


In an earlier chapter we diacussed how Islay’s unusually 
good situation asa “terminal” on the Canadian Northern Rsway 
Aetpe! to male the Islay Hospital posible vents ofthe 1930 
ais it he lage of nay severely, a caused many 
problems for the Islay Howpital Hoard 


No fewer than four lines of railway were built into areas 
that had formerly used slay as\a\tarmal point The allway 
Tine through Bonnyvile aa ls branch line to Heinsbirg browht 
{o\an end’ any need for sich cattle drives se were mensied 
Im anatler chapter. ‘The Canadian Pacge Railway ine through 
Gandonale, Dewberry, Haseldine ext off the trewentous ship- 
tant of grain from the northern townships of te Hospital 
District Po the routh ‘the railway’ tine Into Paradise Valor 
Indueed’ many farmers to ship thet grain through that pot 
‘ther than male the long tip north olay 


Mr. Moore (nee Bessie Duncan) hse told how busy a place 
Islay was in 1026," "People came by team and sleigh from Hort 


1 








of Dewberry and many miles south of Islay". “I remember 
{he long row of sleight which fined the street in front of the 
livery siable, “Trmest Moore's Cafe on the comer was always 
Inept Thery was sao anther cafe, andthe hots di soul 
msinese" ‘This was ll to change very soon, aa preparations 
were belig, made that very year for the rallvay soon to Das 
to the ‘ort, 


‘The Hospital was not, adversely affected by those events 
In fact, settlement of CPR and Hudson's Bay, lands the 
neighborhood of Clandonaid Inthe ata twenties nnd early thirties 
‘vas to help give the ‘Hospital Tour of the busiest consecutive 
Years in ite history.” Avstudy of the table of admissions and 
Births shows that 77 hbies were born in ‘lay Hospital 
1902 and this was the fret of Zour years in which admissions 
‘would approact 600. People continual to get sick and require 
Rospitalzation regardless of where thelr new trading centres 


‘The depression of the 1960's caused Boar members many 
‘headache as many patients simply could tot pay thelr bila 


Jn 1990 a patient “paid with potatoes and bumries”. A 
1982! ecount fe naked “Paid Turkeye—105i""" A 1981 account 
‘was marked “Paid 1886", “And many thousands of dallare duc 
‘rom patients had to be waitten offs uneollectable, “Municipal 
atl building did not keep pace sith tttlement changes in the 
ford years af the 1980's, and this seoms to account for many 
Gf the problems facing the Board inthe late 1950,” People 
‘ere betoming used tears, but many Toads were st stitable 
{or horse and buggy trafic only 


Jp 1985 the question of sub-hogpltal at Dewberry was 
raised, ‘Eventually the possibility of forming a new hospital 
district im that aren wae studled. "The Department's answer 
tras that the formation of new hospital districts was not con 
Templatea, Finally fe was arranged thatthe Talay doctor should 
open an office In Dewherry and be available there one day 
Heck.” This crrangement, while an improverent did nothing 
{o improve the roads fo Talay when a patient had to be Drought 


In December 1988 the Boant was. in correspondence with 
the municipal districts, asking’ them to" keep the roads open 
forth and aouth of Tsay, 


Dissatisfaction with road conditions and developing come 
‘munity conslousnest led to other requests for a. change. fn 
Hospital services in 1900. "Specil attention was given tthe 
hha ‘with the Vermilion Hospital Bosrd conecraing a nursing 
home in Clandenal 
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Negotiations on this project eventually broke down, 


‘The January 18, 1040, Board mosting gave ite approval 
fo the reguest of Township 65, Range 4 to be transforred to 
‘The Hi Point Hospital Distt. 


In tho years 1947, 1948, and 1949 there was a movement for 
the formation of a new hospital district in the north-asiera 
part ot Vermilion River Municipality, "A Rearing was held in 
Ficrdmineter by" the Board” of Public Uality Commissioners 
This hearing brought out many points of intrest to all TE 
vas shown that both Llay and Liojdmintier Hospital Distits 
YRould suffer financially from the Tormation of a new district 
‘Ako, if Tsay” Hospital were closed many” ratepayers in the 
fouthern end of the district would have to travel from 25 
fo'40 esto obtain hospital service. 


All through the 1950's peopl, igterste i hositals were 
discussing Une reciprocal agreements whereby ratepayers Would 
fealowet to, use neighboring heeitas provided their Board 
Rad agreements with those other hospital ‘The iden was men 
‘ones early ee 1950"by an Tolay’ Hospital Bowed, "At thal 
time the Boer had emergency. eases im mlnd Maite were 
btght to a headin 1934 by the pein to nemove townships 
{49 and 80 im range 8 front the Tsay Hospital District 
‘The Board, when asker, expressed te disaproval and the peti 
tion wat refused by the Board of Pable Ultity Commissioners 


At the annual mecting of the Vermilion River Municipality 
fn Fabraary of 1955 retlution was passed "to fold a cing 
the ratzpayers of the Inlay Manipal Hoeital ‘Dati 2 
Snr the closing of the Ilay Hogptal aod the aalizing of the 
folding for a home for the aged” ‘The Board met with the 
Mumlfat Counel about the matter and ater etd’ that 
‘epayers meeting was ao neces 

Meanwhile, a spirited correspondence went on the local 
newspapers soeeraing “The lay Hospital Question” nn bite 
Interest was aroused. A'peliton wat, crediated aang Yor 8 
‘Algor meting indr sion of the Manila Heals 
ae 











Ts mecting was el on Sune 2 and vrs loge numer 
of ratepayers attended. Armotion was pasaal favoring “the 
‘aintepance, operation and the extension of the services of 
Fay Atl Hoopla” aon for repo agreements 
Detmeen Ek Point, Islay, Vermilion end Lydminster waa lost 

Delegations waited on the Board. in Jaly and again in 
Naver asking for peace on reciprocal agteemeats with 
Ek Point, Vermalion and Lloydminster The Department advised 
that there war no provision for a piebisete on auch a matter, 
land that the Bourd coal deal with the matter, ‘The following 
Motion waa passed at the January 20, 1956, meeting! 
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“That, ratepayers and contract holders of the Vermilion, 
Lioyiminster and’ Elke Point Hospital disriets be granted the 
ame pevleges in the Islay Hospital: 


‘That the standard form of reciprocal agrecment approved 
by the Department of Heal be the basis of wegotiatin between 
{He Isay Hospital Hoard and the Boards indicated 


‘That the adoption of the propos ball of the Hogitl 
Boards named, be a provision nesewary to the adoption of the 
agreement policy by the Islay Municipal Hospital Board” 


Certain people predicted that this agreement amounted to the 
losing of lay” hogpitaly as people would. tend to prefer the 
firmer hospitals In Zac, it haa been und that as many patients 
foie to slay from the other hospitals as Teave this district 
for other hospital. 


‘What isthe relationship of traneportatio to the future of 
Isley Hospital ad the ater hospitals? There is. n0 doubt 
that a good north-south highway, well maintained at ll seasons, 
‘would do much co encourage se of the Hospital's. services 
Berhaps the construction of bridge at Helnsburg Is 8 
‘men pointing to the completion af such a highway. 





However, it sppears that other factors havea bearing on 
this problem,” AC Eke meeting in dune, 1966, Mr- Roebuck, then 
Seerttary of the Inlay Hospital Disiriet, told story which 
Hiurtrates @ point. which enters into all hospital affairs and 
tout which no laws are effective. A lady wig lived tn Lloyd 
ineter was about to have her baby, She and her husband eft 
Hleydminstar, pasted ty Talay and Vermilion where there were 
hospitals: and fenehed Manni, where the doctor and heepital 
Cf her choice were, but not jefare' the baby arrived! "The 
Ghild'e sother, in sing: her freedom of choise, had left and 
fssed thee Hospital districts set-up bythe people to provide 
{fe care she ‘newded, ‘The lady wantod to. go, to the doctor 
of her cholee, "The human element was more important than 
tthe facies provided by hospital boards 

‘Most Ukely boards have done all they ean do when they 
have provided facies and made i posible for these tbe 
‘teed felprecal 





4, Joh R. Karman...” 
From time to time the Board has the pleaaure of receiving a 
gifcand at acnowndeing et of on bhatt the Hosp 
is tay hv th same feta a rote of conti, 


John R, Karman was hositalizd in the summer of 1951. 
be had not had meh Yo do'with hospitals and mlstrasted thet 
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4s a matter of principle. “Hie treatment in Islay Hospital 
fame him as Something of a surprise, we are old, The 
fact that he had ta be hospitalized stall ‘datusbet im, howe 
fever, and he arranged Zor" the preparation of wil 


1, Merril MeKerihan was named at executor. He directed 
that ont of hs estate should go to Ilay Hospital one tted 
{o the Canadian Red Gross Soetety, and one-third tothe Salvation 
Sry. 


‘The will was witnessed by James MeCorry, QC. of Kitseaty, 
and Florence Wickham then on the staff of ilay Hospital 


The Boat minutes of September 4 1954, mention the 
adoption of the rport of the wil of "the lite John Ht Karman 
‘The voport was fle pending settlement of the colate 


When the estate was sottiod it was revealed that the Hos. 
pitas sare’ was a sum of money Nigfcient 40 buy major 
‘dition to Hospital equipment. After sume consideration, te 
‘Board decided tp obiain the Intest la Xray equipment This 
wat done, and the equipment was Snstaled in the upper fot 
Uf the ‘sin: porch, “Authoritew “geree: that the equipment ie 
Df a kind seldom found in amallet“hospitals, Having obtained 
the services of e qualified X-ray technician, the Board can offer 
fan Xoray service f high ually 


‘A plaque mounted near the equipment now commemorates 
Mr, Rarman's generour gift. 

‘The earliest, recorded gift to Islay, Municipal Horptal was 
mate in 1922, when Mr. Morrant gave books to begin a brary, 
‘The Board atranged for bookeases at a later meetings and the 
Bhar was under way 

Mrs. G. J. Lively, one of the founders of the Islay Lady 
‘Minto Cottage Hospital has ona number of oceasions ade 
fish donations toward the purchase of buoks for the tibrary. 

Pooks have heen donated by Mr, and Mrs. J. W,G, Morrgon 
of Vermilion, and by the Pog Take Chapter of the LODE. 

‘Books have been donated by Mr. and Airs. Allen Ronaghan. 

The Gideons havo presented Bibles to the Hospital in tine 
with thelr poley of alstbuting copies to pale institutions. 
anes Faithful made a gift of 85.00 tobe une atthe Boar 
inertion, 

In 1867 Mr. Holden fave $10.00 towant the purchase of 
1 Sooroscope. 

For a considerable time the Kent family loaned a wheel 


chair ty the Tlosptal~ ‘Thia ‘chalr was eventually purchased 
By the Board. 
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‘The Ladies’ Organization of the Anglican Church have from 
time Yo time donated books, fruit and vegetables, 


‘is. and Mrs. Chas. Robertson donated sacks of potatoes 


Gifts have also been reccived from W. Waterfield, Sr Mr. 
cand Mews 1 Young, and Mr and Mrs... Fyfe 


‘The Inenvile and Marwayne Churches have given flowers 
and vegetables, Dewberry, Marwayne ey and Kitscaty United 
GE Srmantzations have given pute on many ocasions, The 
Sfarwayne Horticultural Sosicty have been fathfal donors of 
Howers and vegetables after each horticultural sho. 


1 April of 1962 the Kitscoty Women's Institute presented 
the Hoatal with te bedside tampa and two foot stols in 
memory of Mrs, Charles Miler. 


‘When CKSATV in Lloydminster started 
stagf of the Honpltal decided to purchase a. 17 
att of nin atett and patiente. "The eet is a portable model 
Bit SE in the Hospital Sining room, Many" people contributed 
bt na the pavinent of thesset Mr. J, 1. Fond of Talay put 
Aarerds in oR the ‘understanding’ thatthe siaif would make 
ESnthly payments: Ins ide more than a year the set was 
monthly paid for through the generosity ofr, Albert Van 
Freie. Contetoutions came from the Riverton Ladies! Club, 
$e ay United Chureh W-A. Birs.N, Cundal, Mr, Forbes Tough, 
HREUSBY Manton, Mr. Ge Garnier, Mise MM Garey, Me. W. 
Hannon, Mire W. Kova, brs, Bel, Mr. i. Hurst, Mra, E. 
Bate Ate A. Lert, re, U, AtacPadyen, Mrs. AE. onaghan, 
HERE tacLosa rs HM. Kpeen, rs Potter, ir, C. Midgley, 
Mes G3: Lively Aire B: Makohonli, bir, D. Braithwaite 

Tin Garey Mish J Ure, Mee. Dave Buchanan, Me J, White 
Teh eG Mathison, ie. Goo. McNabb, Mrs, M. Bd, Mr, 
ile Me oonge Schaffer, Mrs: T. anderson, Miss K, Rainey: 
Sir A prey rand Anusha rs W, Uivey a 

a, B, Booth, 











‘The February 9, 1952, minutes contain mention of thanks 
tor anbertl kind of gift; Mis. Chas, Kennoty had gone to & 
[Slot dbable to orcanize a Ladies Auxiliary to the Islay Hospital, 
eee imnan! caoressed appreciation of that oceasion, Con: 
Mtcing the pert thay auxllarics play in the work of other 
eT yospafae, perhaps hie ie the Pace to exprest the hope 
fiteris stbniveraury year wl see avrevival of ihe Auxiliary 
‘once begs by Mrs: Kennedy. 





Pubic Relations 


Perhaps one of the most diffiealt problems for any Board 
‘of any holtal has to do with the field of public relations.” By 
tha eery nature hoxpitas lo not attract public interest and. 
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public enthuse very often. Hospitals are in the news when 
he Queen offilats at the opening of new ove, "Bven the 
fact Hat the Irish Sweepstaket are run to support Trish hosts 
{goes comparatively unndiced. The races are far more interesting 
Elan ‘the hospitals 


‘The Islay Hospital Board has used several methods to call 
attention to es work The fist, of course, is the annual meeting 
‘of atepayers, “Experience shows that ah annual mocting is 2 
Success when some iazge arises, When ‘there a no issue, 
Attendance at sich meetings is smal. But Islay Hospital Board 
fave persisted, and the raconds how a considerable number of 
fatepayers! meetings, in lay’ Hal, Kenilworth School, Dek 
Bern Hall 


‘Auidtors’ annual statements have been sont out each year, 
in the belief that the ratepayers ought to know how the money 
Ie being spent, Oceastonlly quarterly statements have been 
Posted fn conspicuous paces sue as post offices 

From time to time a “Hospital Day" or a “Batter Health 
Day" has been arranged, xual Tsay Hall and with a speaker 
‘ent out from the Department of Tealth 

Lessons in fnst aid have been offered, beth in Ielay and 
ekewivere, Mrs. Chas: Redimond ae mentioned Herbert Schoo! 
{nts eonnetion, 

an the lat analy the best way to lt people know about 
‘the Hospital tt lee the poople ome to I and soe for themes. 
AAvrangements for the first open hose were made for May 3, 
1510 "We cannot do better” than quote the news item that 
appeated after the event. 





“ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 
HOLDS OPEN HOUSE 


ISLAY—Rouguets of glad apd exenstions decorated, the 
entrance and halt of the Islay Hospital for the, recent ‘open 
Rouse Asteady. stream of vistors were directed from the 
trating room to the office ty’ Air J; Hurst. Heve they were 
Irelonted hy Aes Marie Caray who as tn charge of the guest 
Took On display inthe ‘fice were. various nursing. schoo! 
falendare and” pamphlets, describing the. Various occupations 
Svallahle im hospltls, Also on. display. was’ the first day 
Tegister of the hosital—at that time named the “Lady Minto 
Hiopitar” Visitors mere then taken on am excortd Your of the 
foot hy Miss Gipin, Matron} Afze, Bell rs, 8. Cundal, 
Mrs. if, Walton and Mis. R. G. Purves. Residents thoroughly 
‘enjoyed the tour through the operating room, ease ream, Xeray 
lind Lab departments, patient wards nnd nuvery.”- cra) and 
{Eth proceditres were fully dveribed by Aix Lr Marian, Tneluded 
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or he tour was a vat to the work sn, laundry, gore mms 
find Kishen, "in the dinhng room guosta were sorved tea, sand- 
Wiehe and a varity of sal cakes. Velow and mauve mums 
ni shasta daisies centered the lace covered tea fable. Serving 
‘daring the afternoon Were Ms HPodhaniuk, Bre. W. Hannon, 


sitet aie ec We, in a 





Mrs. D, Cary and Mrs. A. Ez, Ronaghan. At 3:80 pm, 
ten and lunch was carved ta the patients. Guests ealing du 
the afternoon were from lalay, Kitscoty, Dewberry, Clandona 
Hering, Sarvayne, Tolan, Biotin," Hoydinater and 
Wasees, 





Many visitors expressed amazement at the changes that 
had come Shout.” Actolly, faily extensive renovations ‘had 
been gomng on for ai years ahd have continued Yo the presen 

Cooking was changed to propane in 1956, and changed over 
to natal gus in 1957 service provided by Noriawestern Cuties, 

Mr, Wn, MeLean made, handiome new chart desk, for 
te upstate hal: replacing the famous ld “Bfontreat” desk of 
112 days 

1m 1959, the nurses home was redecorated, and the outside 
of al buts paint 
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uring 1960 the tlatf went on a 4chour week. Ta Septem- 

ber the laindey wae sent out to MeGale's in Lioydminater on 

twice weekly plekup.. New Ules were laid in many areas of 

fhe" Hopital by Mr” Ward Mebonaid, DeVae Windows of 
fmonton installed 4 new fire door and 19 aluminum windows. 
‘mainder were installed in 196 


In, 1961 new furniture was put, ia the residence anda 
ompletely new semiprivate suite’ put in the maternity Ward 
New drapes were hung by the Lloydminster Color Centre. ‘The 
Sales tothe second flor were dosed In according to the dre: 
{lone of the Fire Commissioner and the fire alarm was connected 
to the Hasidence. ‘The driveway was Cemented and new front 
pe were putin 

Tn carly 1962 an extensive job of intevior redecoration was 
done by Stan He Anyi of Vermilion, A nen operat room 
{amp ig also tobe installed by lbvond & Son, Blectriclans of 
Vermin, and suprlied by the Stevens Co. of Calgsry. 

‘As thio la writen, in Apel, 1962, the Hospital has more 
of the abpearanee of x comfortable ax beautiful home.” Gone 
{s the institutional severity of other days 














CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE 





“AND TALK OF MANY THINGS 


‘Was Minister of Health 


We wore fortunate in being able to contact Mr. RG. Rel, 
who terved both ax Minister of Heath and Premier of Alberts 
‘We quote part of Mr. Heid’ letter 


I was, as you surmised, the Minister of Heath who 
accompanied by ‘AK Whistap, aitended = meeting of yout 
Board! on Octover i2th, 1921. f'am sorry Thave no knowledge 
of Mr. Whiston’ present adress 


As you may know, I was farming south of Mannville before 
being pdehtorked int’ the government. T was a member of the 
Boatd'of Number 1 Atunieipal Hospital at Manville” 


‘Who Remembers Stokkevile? 


Listen tothe addressos given by patients inthe early 1920s 
We wonder how many of them are given ae adresses, today: 
Holington Bridge, ‘Greenlawn, Dewberry, ‘Wallsele, Primul, 
Elheinon, vert, Ferguson’ Ma, High River, Greeshii 
(Sask), Earle Tridg, Moverton, Irvine, Onion Late, Hind 
file, Landonite, Widwood, og” Lake riatow, fotand 
Hienare, Vanes, Stokevite, sty,’ Eamonn, Younes: 


Who remembers Stokkeville? Mr. B. Monger, remembers 
Stoideviley and tells ue that It was hear where Koknew post 
Stfice was! in later years. the Post Office Department have 
‘notified ns that Stokeville was coved in December, 1824, 


Tn the Days Before Driers 


‘his will bring back memories for many who have struggled 
swith Proven clthes in sub-zero. temperstares,” Mrs. C- Moore 
nee Besoie White) worked at slay Hospital trom January t 
March of 1926 


‘No doubt, working conions wil have improved ine 
thoge faraway dave, For $30.00 a mouth T worked long hours 
In the basement, which was always steamy and damp. "T washed 
{othes each moruing and fred to finish before dinner i pssibe. 
‘This eft the afternoon free for Ironing which in itself was & 
‘ig Job. Tid the washing and ironing forthe se statt members 
Infdliion to the hospital indy. “Phere were always a great 
umber of stared uniforms to be ined 
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The wet clothes were carried from the basement, lines 
coutaoors and allowed Yo freee for some hours: In this frosen 
onuiton hey were cated ck to the tern and hung om 
regulvel ® geeat deal of turning and rehanging’af the lathes 


‘The ¢ook and I had two days off every two weeks. "The 
fone remaining on the job had to look aflar oth cooling and 
Inundry. "This was quite dfiealt and 1 sometimes wonder how 
Wwermanaged it. asldom took the days off ax my home was 
n'vermulion, and the train was the only means of trated, Wil, 
‘ount leaving and feturning” at a Saldoight how. Then to, 
fon falary of $80.00 4 month even the $1.00 return fare Was 
‘conaderation, 


Faithfulness and Devotion 


ovens of people have remarked and written that a history 
of lay: Horptal would not be-compietewithost a. mention 
St Tom White's Tong service of “faithfulness and devotion”, at 
Hrs. Bave Martin face Hancock) has phrased i 








‘Tom White acted as Janitor from 1924 to 1941. Mrs, W. S. 
Easton has writen: “Iran ee be Ge remembered with affetion 
by countless women, for whom he did litle chores such as 
shopping for small feems, bringing al malting Tetiers—any- 
nine af allandabwage! with sch poodcnatured. Willingness, 
He planted and trimmed hedges, and for a time hud big 
Vegetable garden aswell ai Hower ed 


‘The Hoard had the approval of many patients when it voted 
a retirement bonus to Pom White “in tobe ofthis apprecations 
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MABEL NELSON, 1330 Taba NELSON, 1933 





‘Mine Mabet Neon workod as cook af Islay Hospital, serving 
for soveral years. ‘She trained asa nurse and Jater returned 
fas nurse." Hence the pictures, "From Gook to RN.” 





Some Kind of Record 
‘The Islay news in the, Vermilion Standard for December 1 
1927, caried thie em: "There were eight babies bora to seven 
rothert in the local hospital last wen 
That may be a reeord of some kind for Tsay Hospital. No 
doubt we wil bene about it when this appears in print! 


Vie Dennis Snowmobile 


‘Many a patient from the Dewberry area remembers being 
Inrought tothe Homptal by Vie Dennil and his snowinoble, Hrs 
GoM Redon fae rend eo i tert nt ert 
the mache, unt he was able to travel cally throughout the 
eons tebe hfe Ske tae stoma Beare & famine 
Sight on the road etween Dewherey and Islay inthe lato 1900's 
before suowplowing became common on country roads. 
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Things a Doctor Remembers 





3 rp ith oe mei fa 
Sai rl a tate 





‘The Hospital Was Without a Patient 


Many a busy, morse must have wondered what it would be 
ike tahave po patients at all, Mire: Chas, Nediond has expressed 
this very nicely, conecmning nuralng in the late thirds: ly 
Whose’ days, especially at night, if the auras saw car lights out 
on the tras, she just hurried ahout daing up her work, tealng 
‘tite sure that ina few minutes the probably would have anodes 


1 was duving the period 1987-1941 that, for the only tim 
and for about a half-hour, the Hospltal was without patient 
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Bight Months Wase't So Long 





“To Let the Water Out” 


Dr, Sweet hss become famous for his bility Yo get to any 
part of eastern’ Alberta tegardlese of weather or bad roads. A 
Rtndtod' stories are tld aad retold, but all simply prove that 
"Sou want to get somewhere badly enough you can do I 


In the spring of 1048 the Vermilion Rivor flooded. ts valley 
from side to side, Atone bridge the water was running a foot 
fr more deop across the Toad and swirling around the approach 
fo the beidge. “It is not certain if the Doctor was on his way 
{0 Dewberty or on the way tack, but 1 makes no difference 
ta the storys, Sevoral exes had stoppod at each side, their drivers 
‘wondering whether to cross or ge back. ‘The Doctor took a sight 
SPIRSEL here he snd emerge a the far shore and stopped 
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‘The road had not washed away anywhere and the Doctor 
rade his way trumptianiy through the mater, leaving regular 
‘ail of bubbles in he wake, "At one pout where the grade 
Was low the water appeared, to come dear up to the: boom 
bf the radiator" Watchers om both banks wondered ifthe engine 
iad stopped, but reasoned that, as the cay continued to move 
the exhate pipe must be under water. It was not long before 
the Toar of the moter seas heard again, andthe eat semed 
{o'ahake Hee ast broke from the’ water and made for the 





Then", informants all agree, “the Doctor opened the door 
toot the water ont” 


“I Can't Change Gears” 


Bonds ware still very muddy and ratty one early spring 
day when Dr Sweat drove his ent dp inman's Garage and reported 
that he count change gears, High gear ws al righ bat he 
couldet Shift into setond or low “Inapection revetad that the 
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‘use was simple enough: neither of the two gears was left. 
‘They had tien ‘ut somewhere. 


‘The story was piceed together eventually. At one place 
the Doctor had decided that the prairie berde the fence tine 
Was more sold than the thawing edriace ofthe road. Just over 
the Brow of hill’ a farmer itd made quite a pile of rocks, 
now partially ‘obseured by dead grase and weeds,” A telephone 
Dole had to be avoided at any cast, and the Docior was tryin 
fo sep speed up. Logend has i that one of the ours Was 


Found atthe roe pile andthe other wae found a litle further 


‘The Pool Fire 


Mrs, Bil Gillies (neo Gingell) remembers the time that, the 
Alberta Wheat Pool elevator burned down in May, 1D45.‘The 
fire broke out in the tap of the elevator, anda strome south 
Wind eared burning shingles over uch of the town, Ax it 
appened, many people were oat porteastof Ila helping fight 
yma eter was shortage of hp The Angean 
Gaureh and the CN fe station were completely destroyed. Many 
Tallsingseanaht on fre bot were saved by ick aeton. he 
rast caught fire and,a small prairie fire swept up the hil 
Etrentenng the Hospital. “The Hospial was never in any danger" 
Writes rs Giie, “ot we spent a few anxious hours nd had 
Everyone ready t9 move out i Te became noveseary”™, Lucky 
{ere was plenty of water Inthe slough at the foot of the hil, 
land volunteers could soak sacks in the water and baat out he 
Hrarning grass 


A Long Fal 


Many people will remember the time Bil and Mervin 
Obvistman Red the accident at the bridge over the rallway east 
ff Clandonald. ‘They had been doing some road grading With 
factor and grader and were zetufning home. “Justa they 
Were crossing the bridge something went wrong with the stear- 
Jng'on the tractor Tho tractor went off the bridge and the 
frader jackknifed over ie during the fall tthe testis below 


A iehbor happened fo pats by shorty afterward and Nestened 





Both were aamitied to Hospital Ite at night with broken 
bones and serious broises Their convalescence was made. ine 
teresting by the number af Visitors who came regulaey 9 aes 
them. "Some of these vistors had taken the rouble of Stopping 
And estimating the fll by standing an the bridge, Othere went 
flown to the tracks and estimated it from there: Evidently none 
hind measured it Accordingly, there was a wide variation in the 
stories old about the acelent. "All agreed that their Aust, 
1045, fall had been Jong one indeed, and that they had bee 
very lucky to survive te 
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“There Stood the Matron and a Nurse” 

‘Mes, Bruce MoLennan, (neo Grech) hag pasted along this 
secount to show stil another way In which « motes Thay’ be 
Called on fo help, 

“Twas on night shift all alone. We had about 22 potients 
In the Hospital, and atleast five ‘new bables to look fer. 
lind Just gone oft duty, and had crawled into fed thinking of 
al that had happonod uring that night aiift. Just ae T'was 
bout to drop off to slp wt knock came at the door Hefore 
could answer the door flew open, and there stood the Matron 
and the nurse, 

Come on, Anne, getup, Wo need your bed. Anater 


T found another hed somewhere” 





EM mle the mater wth me he he epaing Yo ss nd 











“Bring In His Horse!” 


Not lone ago a litle boy was hospitalized for a sealp com 
ition which requined regular care. He soon became bored vith 
{he games, books and antusnents eval aout the Hosp, 
ened eo home ns ot parle, ex he 
SDeed'for regular treatment, Nurses were. becoming annoyed, 
‘25'n bouncing Healthy boy is very dificult to get along with 
inthe clogs quarters of hospital wards. Consultation with Doctor 
‘Sweet solved the problem. "Have them bring In his horse!” 


Boy and horse spent many happy hoara together on the 
srasty Hopes inthe fe time betveen meals and treatments 


ma 7a? Wsb Petit Rowe 21 198K 





“Thc ig ed fot eat one ta hve seein i it i boon 
0 i That Sa ara a tan etc 
Bae alta le oe Sept Sao bem Me 185 








A Landmark Ie Tora Down 

Islay’ first two elevator buildings wore destroyed by fire, 
the first one in. 1030 and the second 1045, "The latter ad 
fen built by the Gaited Grain Growers and, baught by. the 
‘Aiberta Wheat! Bool.” The tied, "the Baw", built in 1618, 
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was sold to the Alberta Wheat Pool after the Poo fre in 1045, 
Both Ronaghan has» spocal reason for remembering what hay 


“While I was in for appendicitis 1 had lots of fun. ‘The 
Matron, Miss Gipin, would let me out of my eri sn ft te ont 
the “big bed which"was next to my eri. ‘Then she would 
Dump the top of the bed up, pat te In, and cover te Up 


“One day when had been in the ‘big hed fora while Miss 
(lpn came in and told me'that T had to get Into my" erib'again 
Tocause a ifr. Neufeld was coming in Head een taking dev 
the Wheat Pool Blevatar (in the fall of 195%) and had an atioch 
of appendicitis: Alter he got his appendix oi and had began 
to feel etter he and 1 had quite'4' time together. “T-always 
fnjoyed ft when he ealed me etay”, Later when he had’ 
Giaughter, her nickname was “Betsy” too” 


"THE CIIMISTAAS THE, by Sie Renan 





rally Hed wach, the ee mide th Hook ihe he 











(CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR 


SOME CHARACTER SKETCH! 





By Dora Pill 


(Dora Prill was on the nursing staff in 1949 and tho arly 
1950 Site has favored as with some exellent character sketches 
‘and comments about her experiences st Islay’ Hospital. We 
present them below, slightly edited) 


Mise Biaabeth Foxton, RN, (The Matyon), She was foxier 
than you figured, and kept every one ‘on her toes.” She Was a 
eds blonde with blue eV, and behind her moet pleasing smile 
‘ame the heartieet cack. Dr. Hlainoff, who asslted Dr. Sweet, 
‘ways eume prepared with a joke Guled in his sleeve. AU the 
{inich of the operation the Matvon always aurprzed the doctors 
Svith a Joke in retur, and her hearty laugh. his Was always 
sure gn of ll bel well 


Her favorite sport waa shooting ducks, she must have been 
sn excellent shot, ke when she came back with the ducks they 
trere ready for the pan, 


‘Mie Maureen Gn, RN —On ty she was traly a Florence 
Nightingale at heart tn hot apare time she owed Yo sng nd 
pants Soe Bsn he om i ry 
HPst'and dhe falphone is cut of ore what wil happen?” 
‘What wit happen Ung wil goo Jost Sf tho Bocor 
trove Shere, “None panes with Sucks ualified stat. She 
TEE jolnedte’nareiag attt'in the CA 


Miss Annastasia Balko, R.N—Sho was emall but mighty. 
‘She could never understand wiiy the cook ‘had to put onion 
‘he food. After al bythe time the had picked out all the onion, 
what was there Iefe to eat? Miss Balko specialized on the 
‘men's Ward, and with her quick Wit could soon give you a nick- 
fame, “If yon spilled your bach water in bed, you were 
"Reaver" 


ora Pull (Practica! nurse) —Bnjoyed and loved everything 
connested with help aul coméorting the slo Te seamed that 
Shout thee times out of the four years she wag here, she 
ttas'on nights when the Vermilion Fair was oa.” Without fll 
here wold be" wind ani rainstorm, then no lights. Tt was 
good thing that coakell lamps were.lways ob Band, plus 
& few canes and flash lights. "By the time she ran downs 

find mopped up the water, or tended a patient and ot buck 
Spstairay the water would be running down the stairs from the 
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fire escape door. Lote of water coming where it shoulda’t be, 
but, alas none out of the tape. ‘The pst was on the blink, 
‘te! Turner was elected to round up some’ drinking: water in 


Mrs, Colton (roiaf nurse) am afraid that when Mrs 
Cotton'eame to reieve, De. Sweet's sla of tonics droppod, as 
fie Was bettor Shan any tonie you could buy. Young or old, 
they'll Ioved to have her arodnd: she. was truly “ray. of 
sunshine" Beonings, she would love to play eroquitole withthe 
fins or chat over 4 Cup of tea 


I believe she is the only one who has ever accidentally 
received a Mam shampoo”. {It jut docen't pay” to bend over, 
SS po ager now what the person ese Sou may drop ox 





No one stayed to hear how, or where, she got her shampoo! 
Believe it or aot her har Tookod ovely, andthe got evel 
‘many compliments on her ively, shining hale. 


Mr, Alfred Turner (Janitor) —Mr. Turner's favorite expres. 
sion, was, “Bly, my, Ie that 90” You dont say." He wae 2 
handy fellow t0 have around, “Many times he gave a hand with 
patients if they slipped in the bath tuby It ie not the easiest 
{hing to lt, a man out, eapetaly if he fell In the tab sideways 
And weighed about two hundred pounds. 








‘When the storizer element burned out he would take the 
‘gperating bundles to Vermilion Hoxpltat to be sterlized. Many 
mes the old steriiaer would overflow, and. there. mould be 
water dripping through the flor nto the hitehen,"in tame the 
‘peracing» room was remodeled, anda new sterizer installed, 
‘The pounding and plaster dust’ went ‘al through the Hospital, 
Dut everybody lived throogh it 


Irene Shattuck (First luundress, then cook) —Inene loved 
to sing, but don't ask me what song {t was, “Anyone in the 
Hospital when Irene waa coo wil recil the Sunday might ment 
of bacon and. eggs, wiih, apple salad and parker‘hosee all 
During the rest of the week, Your guess wal'as good 45 mine 


Violet Webb (Laandress) —Took great pride in her work, 
and did sternite Job on the uniforms and all he linen 'T Know 
(9f nothing else that could have Kept the nurses erect the way 
thote stared uniforms aid? 


Miss Jean Harrington, RAN, (Matron)—She was a tall, vory 
pleasant lady’ who took over the: duties of Matton a‘ter Mak 
Foxton changed her name to Macianes Miss Hlarrington made 
her rounds in the morning and_you evalé tall her warm Sita 
vie what the patients were wailing for to star their day out 
ght 
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‘Miss Gall, RIN—Was on staff for short while after Miss 
Balko left "If was a plete to have her pleasing pereonality 
pnd tthe deed to becme an Alt Stewarts, ao il 


Mrs, Robertson, R.N.—Replaced Miss Gilpin. She was the 
busiest bee on duty” OF duty, she enjoyed her cup of tea. 


Dr. A. H. Sweet—A short comment om the Cosilot. ‘The 
nursing staff knew just what the orders would be;.a thermofugs 
land mustard plaster for that balty-cuested fllow who Was Just 
‘Mimitted along with a few shots of penillin, 


Lam sure many, very sick pationts never knew that Dr 
Sweet spent practialy the whole night af their bedside. "And 
ghaneing iniravenos hy hac an con laros whey the 
hrc had {ogo downatsrs to rebuild the furnace, he stood 
hy the patient til she aeturnod.He- was on eal’ the slosk 
ound, ad only once do T remember that he got away for bwo 
Wweaks, ‘That was because Dr Johnston, ver¥ good fiend shi 
lassmato of his who waa retired, came and relied. It brought 
finck many memories Zor Dr Johnston, and you could tall he 
thoroughly enjoyed belng on ca 


Ds Set aln comment fling a Joke was “Dest, deat 


‘The work of nurses and doctors may seem quite routine 
‘nut in cate of emergency theit own reat te not considered. Oné 
Stormy July night Dr: Hasinof® and Dr. King were ealed to aasiat 
Dr Sweet The exergency operation was eavied on well rough 
the silt night, and after the patient was resting quietly tn 
his bed the opérating’ room vas disinfected” and instruments 
‘erliged, Dr Sweet ands nursing staff then contined with 
{he scheduled ionslectomies and adenokectomies, Seep waen't 
ought of tl after dinner when the operations were finished. 











Ne Stat ig Viet Webb, Fly Tonman, a ot of around, 1983, 
ns 














It is a wonderful feeling to know there are peop eo willing 
to give-up thelr rect to help others. It must be quite a reward 
8 fhe ae ote te patio dag so wel after al thelr bar 

Occasionally one could tell by the serious faces and the 
silence that thle ‘me there wat disappointment that after 
‘AU those sleepless hours and ays following the ‘operation, it 
Was all in vain. God, who js also the stat’ guiding hand, 
fnows what is best, snd His decision must be accepeed a final 


1 Me Gey, Doe: Compt, ey Hep, 1998. 


Serta ‘hoa Mei” Sig een, 
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(CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE, 


ANECDOTES 
Wanted Lodging for the Night 


Here is another story from the “airy thirties” which may 
remind some Of OUF ead of those Very lean Years. 


In the winter of 1998, while Mrs. Bell was on night duty at 
the Hospital, two soung, men appeared at the door wanting to 
loop in the basement “Thee story was that thelr mother was 
ASR Battleford, and they were walking home to see her and 
Wanted! place’ to sleep. "ills Haza! Layeocle was ‘Matron 
{tnd rs: BA ssked her opinion on what fo do about them. The 
Sciution waa that between the two nurses they got together 
‘ough money for the men to get a hotel room down town, and 
fhe men went sway bappy, leaving the Hospital undistarbed 


‘This One Hadn't Asked! 


‘On another occasion the doctor was called to the Hospital 
for 0 ase, and upon entering’ the walting-room found 4. man 
‘sleep on the: Winnipeg couch that wae for years familiar 
Bary of that oom faire: AS be goose wo have ad & 
ood sleep and the sia” were too busy fo make speclal arrange. 
Seats for Ms night edn, the rane wa smb ask 





Four Generations in Hospital at Once 


{In January, 1960, when Bsby Leonard Allan Hyatt was born 
in Iday’ Hoopta, he made more than the astal news, "Also it 
Fpl as\ Patents fo welcome hign besides his mother, Mra 
‘Aan Hyatt were his paternal grandmother, Mrs, Robert yatt 
and his maternal gredt-graniniher, Sire. Pred Maddex. 

‘This made four generations of ¥ femly in ospital st once. 


His Peet Were Cold 


Mrs, Ulva Mactuadyen tells of an old, gentlemen wo had 
cold fosi, Ne matter what the nurses Qi for tm sy fet 
Sef, nne cold. oven extended nto his legs i spite ot 
Ai Cftore to apply eat Hot water battles were lid againet 
Bheon Stal on were cold An extra Blanket. was brought 
Inthe aso" improvtent pot extra Hanke ras 
Dut ons and again there was no res. The gid feeling was 
RG reat andthe oll ender was prescing the fucar 
cessantly for more blankets and hot waler bales 
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ingly tho frantic nurse could stand it no more. ‘The 
buen from ‘his ted was going all the time, and she had all 
the other patients to get feady for bod. So she went. to the 
fibinet and got the capeleniatum clatment, a red ointment 
famous tor Itsheating properties. This waa ribbed briskly onto 
the aid gentleman's feet." No doubt the rubbing improved the 
reulatign and the capaiolatum olntment gave a most sats 
factory fedting of heat.» Out came a hot water bottle, Then 
‘nother nd snother Off came the top extra blanket, "Of 
fume the next extra blanket. "When only the single shest was 
Jettand.the heat stil sooyed Unbearable, the old gentleman 
‘ploded The growled, “thie aot a 
Seay to erent a patient 





He didn't complain of cold feet again 





“I Have a Litle Shadow That Goes In and Out With Me” 


Often a convalescent patient is more trouble than a sik 
cone Ces. Coal tele of alittle boy who was in he Hospital 
Br: Swoot fad lett orders that he could be discharged whenever 
the parents oUld manage to come In oF him. Roads were 
hheavand this did't happen for a day oF 30 afior the patient 
Fed eon pronounced Well Obedience bad not beon a part of 
tte traning at home and this coupled with the natural cially 
fand buoyancy of youth, made the youngster quite a tral for 
the stat 


He would not slay in bed, He would not stay in hin ward 
He was"in the: Matron's Ofiiee, inthe diing-roomy inthe 
itchen. He may even have been inthe basemen, bute wast 
{00K ing thor Th only place the nares could prevent 
find surveyed the passing seme from there. 





When beds were being made he was there In the way, 
He folowed the nurses about like « shadow. If nurse turned 
uickly’ she stumbled over him. "Mrs, Cundal ts sure he must 
fave got an extra noodle oF two after Ils. reatinents were 
finished, through simply belnw nthe way when neciles wore 
Soing even! 


Finally the parents mado it through bed roads to the Hos- 
pital, The indulgent mother remarked how wonderfl it always 
twas “to ace them ‘well agua", andthe diplomatie. nurse on 
Alnty wine quiet agree, 


1a sigh of veliet was not heard by the departing parents 
it was because the nurse had stappod qulekiy into the Hitchen 
fut of hearing! 
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‘The Patient Who Drank 


“The Matton of a hospital has many problems to deal with 
in the eourse of day's work,” Usually, however liquor is 
Tot one of these, nlse Tele for medial ws, and then its 
tse a slrielly phescribed and carefully recorded. One. ii 
Hospital patient managed to mystify matron, mses, caretaker 
and al, ad Toft without being found out 


[Not only did he drink, he got drank, and to te condition 
for which he: was, hogpllaized was added. the condition of 
Ting’ t0 tipey'to navigate without bumping into doors and 
ods ‘The fistron questioned him, buy without success. The 
Matton reminded his that He was strietiy again. the rules for 
Him’ to ‘have. liquor on the. premises, ‘The. patient kept his 
Silence and continued his drigking habit without being caught 
Se ith na searched Ha peaoal effects ware acd 
Noting, ‘was found. "Now and’ thon the patient would get 
Simogt ‘sober, end. the staff" would begin Yo think’ that, his 
apnly had rin out, wherever 1 was. ‘Then the nurse om duty 
Srould nd hm ipa agin, and the search would ho resumed 
‘Threats were tied, ‘The patient was reminded thatthe Hospital 
{id “not have’ to, harbor patients who refused to follow” the 
ules" IE he did ot cosperats he could be made to leave, 
Hee or not Ail efforts failed to uneovar his secret. souree, 
find fie exaspernéad: matron met with alcoholic silence’ when 
fhe attempted to reason with im. 


sentually the patient tet, Whether he waa eured or not 
has not been tacertined, but no doubt the Matron did not tr 
(padi doctor when he sid the patent ede ai 


Not Jong after the patient's discharge something. went 
wrong with the ffsh toilet and the nuree on duty ha te remove 
the ver of the water ani to see what wat the maton Tt 
was a moment's work ¢o move the valve which hd become 
ek, andthe tank fled propery again, "At the same montent 
the Kidinetlace of the patient's liquor wae revealed, There 
{n'the tani wae the neatly empty bottle That the patient had 
tlther forgotten or found. himself unable to sraugate back to 
His ward when tie for his discharge came 


























he Case of the Missing, Corpse 

Islay, Hospital has its own “case of the mising corpse” in 
fissile of unustal eases, ‘The nurse who was on dudy When it 
Happened can laugh now. “It didnt seem funny to her atthe 
time a 

‘An elderly person was very near desth, and wasn't exposted 
to live until maming. "Aecordingly the Matron rave the night 


ne 








‘urge specific instructions as to what todo if the death gccurred 
daring the night. She was 10 call the Doct, notify the next 
‘of lity and phone the undertaker. This dane she was to prepare 
the body for the undertaker #0 come and take away. 


As expected the elderly person died. The night nurse ealed 
the doer, accorting te her orders, However, upon being. not 
‘ea, the ‘boctor sai, "Never mind notifying the next et kin 
Til Go that for you.’ Tm wall acquainted with these eon 
and it will save jou a nasty chore" The nso, pleated a 
Having only ene more phone call to make, called the undertaker, 
and begun’ to prepare the body for hm’ to take way 





Tmabout a half hours time the undertaker called, the corpse 
was removed, and the night nurse went an about, her rounds, 
Sat he olgothin on The bed that the dou yen had 
secular inking that th case was closed as Paras ae 


Soon the buzzer went at Uhe front door. It was a second 
undertaker, asking for the corpse that had been seat away not 
Teng before, “Tho undertaker was very annoyed when the nurse 
toll him that the corpse. was one.” He had reseed orders 
to come to islay Hospital for'a corps, and it hal been released 
fo someone else, “For her par, the nse Wat very upset She 
had rea ‘albout corpses beng” slnien and sold’ to mysterlous 
People who, in tut sold them to: medical colleges, but she 
Tough thse days ware in the past.”"How could this happen 
tolher? Dy tls time It wae getting on towards morning so 
the'night nurse decided to phone the secretary of the Board, 
And tsk his adviee"The aceretary did not Roow what £0 de, 
Br said he would’ come im. Before coming inthe aceretary 
phoned the: Chairman of the Board, and. both arrived in. due 
Eoure, Te relented, wing totale 8 
DBit'of a pussler Zor the night nurss. "The night nurse tld 
What had happened. ‘Should she have phoned the pie, She 
Wondered. “Her delay in phoning them might have assisted the 
Tobhers to get the corpse far ftom Islay satheut postility of 
fetccton. ut cooler counsels prevailed. "The doctor was con 
‘ted, ahd en explanation was" soon fortheoing, 


Nat had happened was simple enough, "The next of Kin, 
upon being notified of the death of the eeriy person, fad 
Phoned the undertaker in Lioydminster In the meantine the 
Hight nurse had phoned tho uyleraker in Vermilion, Naturaliy 
ough the Vermilion undertaker had been able to arrive first 
fellot the corpae, and. get under way ile knowing. that 
Wloyaminster undértaer waa also on his way for Ie 


Which undertaker eventually prepared the corpse for bral 
fe wena A aretly aired ght nurse never bothered 
to Tina out 
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‘The Moaning Patient 
Spme years ago, when om nih duty at teay Mune 
i 


Hospital all the att had gone owt, lesving me alone with the 
Patients’ “Aster every one in my charge sfas fied up for the 
Tighe aid asleep T heard’ a noite like *'Wheo-Whoo". 1 went 
iistaits to see who was moaning, but everyane ceemod fast 
sie. The moiae kept on and now seemed to he. downstairs 
Bo'tiptoed down and al around to tee all the patients. All 
‘vere asleep and the nolse seemed to be upstairs agains T'made 
other tip upatnre and then down again. This “happened 
ite times, I'wan quite bewildered, Furaly 1 looked outside, 
find anya big owl Tly off the Toot. "He was my ‘moaning 
patient “there ia never a, dull mament even if You are all 
Bone and the patients al setled down and asiep. 
‘By Mrs. U. BacFadyen 


‘To Wait for the Train 

Another night « man eame in about 12:50 and asked if he 
could walt for the trait” (eae colf.and raining. “The roads 
Srere quite muddy, and he had been driven fnto Islay by caro 
nteh t train He had about an hour and’ half to wait. ‘The 
‘STaton: was all locked apy ani the town sas all im darknass 
fxeepe on the hil, T'was a bit nervous at st, but had to let 
Fim'stay: We had a cup of voffes or tea and a plece of fast 
‘whl he wated 

"Years later, when I had forgotten all about hien T happened 
to mect him Tie remembored me, and tld me how’ very erate 
fhe wat for the hospltaley. Tt-had meant 30 much to him, 

Hy Mrs. U. McFadyen 


Most Unforgettable Male Character 

‘A young man about 20 years had. very miner operation, 
and ‘was a very fusa patient. Nothfag” about hospital fe 
ited him, capcilly the marees andthe food, oo he hed many 
elicits suc as canned Tobetar brought in by his merous 
{Bit frends 

If seemed to be my lot to fix hig dinner tray. Opening 
scan of later one day I fixed one half for dinner and put the 
‘cher half ins dish in the teigerator for supper. Later, when 
fretting tlk from the fridge, 1 otleed the lobster was gone 
Fgaked the ewok a dear olf ady, if sho had seen ik. ”'She was 
very particular aboot the looks and edor of everything in the 
itchdn and she anid, "Yee" Was that jostge?T thought 
tras stale salmon, and put it in the garbage” She felt 4 
Thad about this. "Hor' my part [knew hat it wast replaced 
fhe would aecuge the ‘nurses of eating it, 1 sald 1 would fax 
Hap.” When | hal rest perindT want down to the store and 
Dougst another enn, “Thad needed both the rst and the money 
fat the time, but felt pleased at having things under conto, as 
Pehought 
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At 5:30 pm. 1 tripped very lightly into hie room swith the 
lobster all fed up with his other “delicacies”, and’ lt very 
Pleased With myself He tool one look at his tray and. Sid, 
"What's thet?" Tsai, "Thats your lobster.” He reniad, 
knew you nurses were! capable of nearly everything. Take it 
away. "Tdon't want ic” “Why?” What’ the trouble?” 1 aaked 
‘Oh, the eook came In and tld me she had thrown my lobster 
J the garbage by mistake, and" ot fo Mame the hurses for 
it, but Paidne think you would take it oat of the garbage and 
dish it op Tor me.” 


I never, came so near clapping the Jobster, tray and al, 
con a person's head!’ I'stil ean sand lobster 
By Mrs. U. MaeFadven, 


la It Snowing Out?” 


While Las on evening shift, lady upstairs had an epileptic 
seloure. tied t hold a swab in her month to leep her fom 
fhewing her tongue, “While Twas doing this, bal began ringing 
dowmairs in the Men's ward. T coulda’ lave. this patent 
for didn't think T'dared.” I thought 1 was quite familar with 
Anything that any’ of these men might wang, and didnt think 
there could be anything too serious, ‘This one ‘would’ say. 
“Nurse, please take my blogd pressure”. Another Would say 
“Don't target my’ sleaping pil, br “ou know, | need lave 
the kind thats white wlth brown streaka’in"i Another 
would say, "hope you haven't forgotten my mustard plaster” 
Orit might be, Nturve, T always get that litte drink. Just 
{his much. IC helps me sleep” 


Al) those thoughts were going through my mind hile T 
Bas ature tenth Bay ta chewing her, ong. 
jownstairs the Dell wat ringing, and kept ringing’ for what 
seemed lke minutes, I flew downstairs, expecting to find thet 
the world had come to_an end far someone. When T got into 
the men’s ward everything seemed relaxe,and\n0 obe appeared 
toberequlring anvthing vers urgently. 1 sldy"Ts there anpihing 
FPean do for you hove? Somesne Mang the bell” Finally one 
a fe men sl “No just wanted fo inow iit was snowing 


“Nurse, 











e didn't know how near he came to really finding out i t 
i —By Mrs. A. B. Ronaghan 


1s There a Dance Around? 

Once during the winter an unosval thing happened while 
{vas on night duty. ‘A young man from DewherFy can vouch 
{or tis stony, ag he waa apatat Inn bd inte hal, covering 
from spl throat, was very glad he was there, to, this 
partletar night 
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About 2:00 am. I was making my round As 1 wont by 
Ina bed he sala ina low volo "Nuree other mn alot 
Gr the, weather has tured milder, the Uulling soos trey 
Svarm*"Tangwered, “Til slp down to the basement and turn 
Uff the blower’: T-did this, "As l started back from the ase: 
‘ment T heard footsteps, Yootstepe af someone. with. shoes on, 
Inthe hall just neice the front door.” This startled ty aT 
Knew’ that_ang’ patient would bo Walking ayound ‘with slippers 
fy peaps ever harefovted if fn a harry. ‘naturally expected 
thal’ new patient must he coming in,'no doubt an emereeney 





‘As [came ground the stray I saw to young men stand- 
ing thee, well into the hospital. They had not rang the buzzer 
ithe main entrance. I_walked over to them and asked if T 
ould help them in any wey. Wa ove of them to be admitted, 
find i they have a lip of paper from the Doctor, with order 
for me?’ ‘Bach looked at the other as\ much as to say, "We 
fertanly never expected to sce an old battleaxe like You on 
‘iuty™For's lone moment neither ope sail a work nal 
tg mustered enrugh courage to say, "Do you know if there i 
dance around tonight? said, “Well ‘boys, If there iy It 
‘rill be held in the hal, shout thee Mocks east and one bloc 
forth” I wouldn't be here, as this 2 hoopital, "The hal wil 
Be'lt up and soul oe ear, Tt wil be exay to ind Aloo 
1 almost late enough that the dance will bo over: 








Stil they stood there looking at one another in s rather 
‘confused manner and T didn't now what kind of sfuation T 
‘radon my hands, “est then the young man inthe bed Tased 
‘up almost to a sitting postion, eared is Ural, and had 
od look at them, ‘This seemed to surprise them, as they sid 
fomething toveach other and walled ont. I followed them to 
the doors and that’ the door behind them, at sometinte” the 
Inside door dia wot latch. T watched em’as they opened the 
‘tteide door and went ot 








arya pce ey teeta a 
dug, P suggested. Tbid they ever get's surprise!” We both 
a, Ute ne SS ee Lat Oa 
Wloughe about ie next day. - 


T never found out the explanation for their viet, nor 
heanl any more of them. 


By Mrs, A. B. Ronaghen. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX 


THE UTTLE Bi 





‘FORTS HOSPITAL CLUB 


A little black notebaok in the Hospital Archives has a most 
Interesting story to tall. It le entited “Latle Efforts” and isan 
Account ofthe activities ofthe Little Bfforts Hospital Club. The 
ist fag lt the orga mers of the clu They were 
Ellsabeth Poston, IuNe Matron; ‘Maaeen Gilpin, RN. Am 
Balko RN"; Dorn Pry Nursing Aide: rene Shattuck, ores; 
Barlitra’ Hanna, cook Eileen Gochel, maid; and Alt Turner, 
Janitor. Prom rocapts kept within tha pages It appears Chat 
the names Maxine Paden and Florence Wickham shoul bo added 
{o"this ist aa members ata Inter date.” Presumably all sit 
were members anti 1980 





Evidently the club was first st up with the idea of making 
money to buy a piano for the residente” “Lite Bffore” Nod 
tras # dance and’ affle hold Mare 30, 1910. Notations in the 
Took are ag follows: The Big’ Night Arrives fade Buddy 
nd Bad_§180.07 cleae”” A feadiag. of enrespondence. then 
Feveals the story of piano that was too big A piano ‘ras 
fered from aa caster fim dealing In eecond-Aahd plants 
Some ane on the stat had the presence of tind to ask the 
dealer ‘what the measuroments of the piano were, “By return 
imal eame the measurements. “A quck eheck ofthe doar through 
‘hich the piano woull have to some showed. tat eoudert 
ibe brought"in that way. As a result different ad smaller 
Bingo was ordered. “sr pao arrived isthe June 18, T948 








‘The next problom was paying the freight on the piano. 
“tittle Etfort™ No. 2 was held th 1049, netting. only. S219, 
Namber $ vas a box sacal and dance on November 18, 1919, 
and thls netted $1610. "ithe Btfort™ No.4 met have been 
ore sucessful, because it finished paying the freight on the 
plano and began paging for a Hoover washing machine. Lite 
Eotations take veference to pope who helped in the “Lite 
Btfori'; Allen Renaghan, then a patien in te Hampltal, helped 
{pe the tckots, George Purves ahd Dalton Teerance helped as 
asters, of ertmonies. "This dance and raffle was held. on 
Marek 21,1980 

“Little Bffort” No.5 was a dance in January, 1958, to buy 
records for the residence’ “The sesretary noted “one Dutek 
fuin passed for a fity cont pices, Proctode, ware. $1875 
Number € was a dance on November 19, 1954 and uetiod $268 
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‘The last “Little Effort” to be seconded in the bool. was a 
dance ied January "28,1965. "Whocver” kept the accounts 
there patil 





‘A bewutiful day and a wonderful dance, and—what's even 
better money” lor, 
All of Islay turned out in, style. Our hand times effort 
turned ott In good Umes tye” 
‘These comments, appear under “expanses”: “Orchestra 
55.00 worth fe to", and "hineh-§9.02—ot enough coffee 
If there have, been more ‘Lite Effort” 
been recorded in the litle Hack. ook. 
bee id the best traditions of the founders of the Hospital it 
Something is needed make sn "effort" to raise the money 

















(CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN 
‘THE HOSPITAL TODAY 


Miss Marie M. Carey, Seretary of Islay Municipal Hospital, 
has Kidly supplied the following items of interest conseraing 
the Hospital today 


Workmen's Compensation Board Safety Committee 


1 January of 1957 the Hospital Board came under the 
WCB. "In the five years tines no. accidents have oceurred 
At the Hospital and no laim has ever been forwarded #0 W.-C, 
{in complianee with W.G.B, orders 4 Safety Comittee waa set 
Up a standing committee of tae Roar Members have been 
SF are sil serving! Mx. D, B. Shireff Mg. I. W. Shaw, Mr 
Erven Garnier Mr @. Becket Mr. J. Har, Mea Bel’ Mist 
MEM Carey ik seenelary of the committe.” Seventeen formal 
tectings have been held and informal discussions an safety 
re held dally ae wells dally inapections.  W.C-B, porters are 
Dut ap on the staff bulletin board and the, W.CB, Safety Com 
fitoe reports are completed monibig.. Every effort fe mage 
fo make the sia, utlents and public safety conscious, “On 
Maren 14, 1861, Me Shiereff Me Beckett, Mrs. Ball and Me 
Carey attended’ a WCB. meting at Vermilion Hospital, A 
film was shown and general discussion took place on safety 








Merit rebates have boen received for the past two years 
boontse ofthe encllent record 


Wc sey ie ln apart of the program, Fig extingulers 
sand alsin systome are serviced regulars by the Soper Singleton 
Go, of Bimonton. “An'etfort is being made in 1962. to,have 
‘ize drilin co-operation witt the Muneipality. All stat are 
tna fre coco and take avery heen responsibility Towards 
preventing fire 


‘The North Bast St. Paul Regional Hospital Conference 


In November of 1957 Hospitals ip Eastern Alberta sere 
invited to Vegrevile toa meeting of the St. Pat’ Regional 
Conference, “the outcome of thia meeting Wag that the Geo 
groups decided to ‘armalgamate ana’ form the North Bast St 
Baul Regional: Howptal Conference, This Conterenee is. the 
largest one in Alberta and extends on the uorth from Radley 
theough St. Paul, Bonayvile, Glendon? on the eastern boundary 
Coit fake; central section is from Lamont to Llowdminater with 
fil hospitals in-between Incuded; on the south from Viking 
Walnvight, These’ 22" hospitals eampriee 12 municipal, 








Roman Catholic and 3 United Church, representing 800, bods 
fad 162 basinetien, ‘The member hospitals are se. follows 
Bonnyvite St aiag Ringley Katherine, Pile Cold 
Take, Jota Nei; Bik Point Municipal: Glendon Méunlelpal: Islay 
Municipal” Lamdnt, Archer Memorial; Lloydminster Municlpal: 
“Mannglle Mucpal; Mundare General; Myrogm Munisipal; a 

ray, St. Josepha! Sooky Lake Municipal; Se Pau, St Theresa's 
‘Tolle Munieioal; Two Wile Monselpals Verrevile Generals Vere 
rion, Municipal; Viking Municipal: ‘Vila, Our Lady's Hos 
pitt; Wainwright Manipal snd Whlingdon General 


‘Metings are held every three month at the various hos 
pale Speers have been heard from the Department of Healt, 
‘seocited Horptals of Alberta, Workmen's Compensation Boxed 
Board of Industral [elation Fire Commissioner and various 
‘other poopl, Institutes were eld on housekeeping and medial 
Focords and a cooking inaitate ls panned af the Vermalion School 
‘OF Agieulture some’ time in 1962. “Another outstanding feature 
ft these meatings ts that, the Hospital Women's Auuiasy mam= 
ters lao come along and have mmecting of their owhy joining 
the hospital people for neh. ‘The ime gional Conferenes 
{s\sated for Islay on June 2i, 1962, and it the wish of the 
Talay Hospital Board Uhat fellow hospital administrators and 
fuses wil join with the Deoplo of Hslay in celebrating the 
Both anniversary of the Hopital 











Methods Used to Maintain and Improve Standards of 
(Care at Tay Menlelpal Hospital 


Medical Stat By-Laws: While ths ia one doctor hospital 
ye dolhave by-laws signed by our doctor. Its alzo the policy of 
the governing board fo have fe doctor apply annually for bor= 
Inleson toto the Hospital. Should another doctor wi tase 
the Hospital tt would be on the recommendation of 9 committee 
at up by the College of Physiclane and Surgeons of Alberta, 


Standing Orders: Thete orders for nursing personnel_sre 
suides to mitsing procedures ne ordered by the local doctar: They 
So otline euch things au dren, conn, le. Shi duly 


Government Information Bulletins: "These blletins axe 
f definite standard which must be matained, Nareotie and 
ontrlled drug orders ares part of patient care. Maternity 
Sand newborn orders and Inepettions insure correct care in his 
fepartment Size fo be mentioned here are Associated Hospitals 
ff Alberea directives, regarding pharinaey control and nursing 
Service by ils various committees and consultants 


an phiatesionl Dieter: The eneoragment given to eat 
18 a‘prot help In Forthering the quality of ther worl 
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Matron’s Report to Board: This report containing informe 
tion on admissions, births, deaths, lab and Xeray. works slat 
tiation, te, serves as a gulde for the governing board in 
assessing the work of the nutsing atl 





STANDARDS FOR AUXILIARY PERSONNEL, 


Standing Orders: These orders give detala for completion 
of work in tho various department. “They” outline worl whith 
must be eomplated within given time Hinits nd set ctteria upon 
‘which the statt may judge their work 


Aut and Pinanelat Statements: The auditor’ statement is 
an excellent meang for management, governing boat! ad Fate: 
Diyers. to check the financial stats of the district and Hoe. 
Dial. Financial Statements &o the Board steh ae the Statement 
{St Application and Source of Revente for the month are quid 
to the Hoan! in determining differences trom oath to mon 
(oF year to year in expanditures, 


Government, Inspections: Fie, Industrial Relations and 
Department of Health Tspeetions sre excellent meats of show: 
Jing managenient the fate inthe organization whieh might not 
normally be recognized. "Theue departments have standart for 
fl hospitals ‘and their Snspertors can ‘ell us" where. we Stand 
in relation to other espa 


Pablie Relations: Te aterent shown in the Hospital by the 
ratepayers, community ani press are entellent guides to manage 
ent in aasesoig’ Ue qallgy of care given Complalts or 
ompliments from patients and their vistors must be seriouly 
‘nailed, The anual meeting and Hospital Day ae mean 
ed fenton fh consult, The interet 

Service elie, eburch organisations and the: ergy’ are aso 
sides to standards ato pubic relations Y 








POISON CONTROL SERVICE 


‘The Poison Control Service of the Department of Healt 
provides a servic in all the hogpitale of Alberts. itis designed 
{service rapidly and efficeniy the needa of people of Alberts 
in the event of accidental ‘potsoninga To meet theee emer: 
ffencies‘effciontiy, information the symptoms ‘andthe 
Freaimont for a great variety of possible ineoieants is made 
fay and rapidly accesible. The centres have the following 
‘Sulbment: 

A Cardwheel fl, holding 2400 cards, listing the Name, 
‘Toxie substance, Symptoms and rentment of penttcally al of 
the Household Chemieals, Household Druga, and: Pestieldes in 
favnmon use in Alberta al of the neseaeary drugs, equipment 
And instruments required for the handling of accidental poison 
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the telephone number of the nearest Poison Information 
Eire “where furiher Information on any’ Kind of piconing 
wil be, Rraiaie' on a 24 foursday” bags, anda Feference 
onic" Gini esscoloy of Gommeria! Products” (Home and 
imm)—Gleazon, Gosselin, Hodge 

"To date at islay Municipal Hospital the centre has treated 
suecesduly four eases, “iho conte war pot in the Hospital 
in‘Febroary of 1900 sn was used om April 2 1961, May 6, 1861, 
Suly 2. 1061, and ‘December 3, 1061. The four cases were 
claenal songs de to inden auto and fal, household 
Seneas: "drags and medicines for external aie and olson 
Slants At the praent time the centre fs Tecated in the offs 
Et the Hemlta Alt drugs, equipment and formation ts cme 
hinel ina apically desfghed portable cupboard deaiened by 
rah: Beh stron ‘and by Me, Wart McDonald of Ver 
Inllon” “An emergeney bed ta Kept ready at all times on the 
Fist for’ of the Hosital andthe potsen centre i» designed 
fe'be ready brought tothe beds 

"hn return for this exellent service the Hospital submits 
sont cen report 

“This information has also been used on, eeveral occasions 
to relieve the minds of people abou certain chemiens OF drug. 


DESCRIPTION OF HOSPITAL ROOMS 

‘pstaire—Sun Room or X-ray Room: This room ia painted 
in dusty beige with a white calling he loo is gray and green 
Ting Ger The windows have beige ibrogiass deapes. a this 
Toon (s'the Xray and the Rasal Metabolism Machine. Also 
Dutlents may sit in thus oom to Read oF play ames, 

‘Upstairs Hall: Finished in white celing and pale blue walls 
swith Weige linoleun floor The hal contains the hurting station 
Forrthe ‘hole hospital. This station was designed. aid bolt 
by ae, Wan: McLean, the Islay Wheat Pool Agent 

Maternity Ward: Plaster board finish and painted in white 
coiling’ ith peach wale and belge ving) tile bor. This room 
Stas Completely re-furnished in 1961 by the Simmons Co. There 
ire vo eds, wo beside eablnets and’ vanity desk in a eoe0a 
lon “There are lined draw drapes in this ward 

Newborn Nursery: This room hat four basinettos plus « 
special basintie for Inuature newborns. The room iy palate 
Hk and blue and has beige vinyl tle Hoor. Curtains are pink 
‘rela type and there is window in the door for admirers. 

rae? Ward The ror has four beds ant white 
coiling and pink walls with a belge linoleum oor, ‘There are 
fined draw drapes on the windows. 

Delivery Room: This room i painted pale green with white 
til on the Bottom of the walls and green Vinyl le Moor. There 
4 delivery room lamp. 
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‘Operating Room: This room is also painted pale green with 
white te'on fhe bottom of the walls and green vinyl tile floor. 

‘The sterlizer ds eneloned Sn g eommer of the room and Vere are 

‘uit'in cupboards for supplies and instrumenti: "Anew lamp 
Was instlied in 1962 sappled by Stevens, Co, Calgary, adit 

SSSI AE Becta a ie, Ward Son 
carpenter 


Hall, Downstairs: ‘The large hall downstairs is painted in 
sola oor a her ie dar brows leu on the for Pe 
‘tars are carponted in ving! plastic and thee ix cherry panelling 
long the bottom of the wall Fire doors shut off the stairs 
Stating the fist and second floors 


Waiting Room: This room Is painted in a beige color with 
white cell The floor is grey linoleum ‘and te. “Windows 
Rave beige flbropasseurtalas nd the fornitre i in Ught eolrs 
Wwith walnut arborite table, 


Office: The oftice has two desks and is shared by the matron 
and steretaryttensurer” The walls are Beige, celling white and 
for rey loleum. “Drapes ave lined fora type. ‘The office 
Tooks ‘stver admitting tnd dlocharging of patients aswell a 
freneal administration. "Eusinese and medical records are ed 
Fete" and there is a Hemington typewriter and Remington cal- 
ator 


Dining: Room: The statf dining room where all employees 
and hdp eat te painted pale grees with white cainge, The 
Fidos yseen linleum an drapes age Ubed floral type. There 
a goo Tor 8 0 eat bere. an the TV. is aloo located here 

ais ag well tft ok we TV heron. Thee I alo 


Kitchen The kitchen is nainted pink, and white with a ight 
beige linoleum floor. ‘There’are two 30” automatic gas staves 
Es wal ae fridge and peenaraan aten Tor patient trays. Groceries 
for the hospital are supplied by Ford aut MeCaugha of Tsay 
eat ts supplied for the freezer by the Dewberry Co-op. The 
ili fropan foods and dairy products ane delivered to the kitchen 
By the Sasiatehewan Co-op! Creamery in Lloydminster, Bread 
48 delivered to kitchen by MeGavin Bakery 

Wards: The men's ward and ¢wo semi-private rooms are also 
on she fat for ae well as wore room for bbles a 

agement: The basement contains the X-ray, dark room, 
storage euploands or canned goods, root edlar Sure are 
nd workshop. The iandry room is inthe basement, A eam 
ination automatic washerdryer ts here Zor doing tex tows 
find bay wash. The hoapital and residence tamdry Is sont out 
fo'MeGale's Laundry In Lloydminster. MeGale’s have a truck 
lind laundry is picked up and. delivered tothe basement on 
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Mondays and Thursdays, The service is excellent and costs 
me Tete than having the work done here 

‘Alton the hazement i te store room where drugs, surgeal 
supolies linens and office supplies are controlled and distributed 
{hrougH perpetual inventory 

‘The basement connects to the residence and outside to the 
consi entrance, 

Residence: The reine ay these pete roms an two 
seminprivats rooms, Kitchenette, bah aad living room. There 
i'n piano aod record player fa the ving room and all new 
‘unitare wae installed fa 1961, 

(Grounds: The nicely landscaped grounds have laens, hodge 
flower buts and 1 large garden, “Flowers and begding plants 
trvbtne Yon Miss Naven st Hyaminater. "There ao 
a garage for the janizor or anyone who wishes to use it, The 
fiat of the hosplal has a conerete landing area put in during 
1961 by Mr. Ward MeDopaly Me ack Hurst and Me, Clifford 
Beck, "rhs enables patients to be loaded and unloaded 2 
dy spot. There ia A large parking fot atthe front of the 
‘opi which ie graveled ad the tarvcs lanes are also gravelled 

‘The hospital is heated by hot water and natural gas su- 
blied by Northwestern Uuaitis, ‘Power supplied by Canadian 
Unies, The water aystem is inthe hospital bavement and 
erage is disposed of in'a septic tank. All heating and plumbing 
in werviced by W. Citar, Ritsety 








General Information: 


Islay Hospital is oeatod on a part of the NW 9. 
‘Acreage in the Hopital District la 258,785 
opufation 128.516 or 768 ratepayers. 
Dewberry has & population of 300 oF GT ratepayers. 
Blood transfusion service is by the Canadian Teed Cross. 

‘This service started 12 Tuly 1947 
‘Aluminum window wnite installed throughout the Hospital 

‘in 1900 and 1961 by the DeVae Company of Eamonton. DeVae 

also installed the fire door om the exeape upstairs 
Composite insurance was taken out im July. of 1969 and 

all ingurapee ig handled by $-. Heskbert, Vermin. This plan 
fontaine fire, thet, malpractice laut, aller, non-owned auto, 

‘idelty bonding on the socretary-treastrer is also earned. Fire 

{Insurance $88,500 
“lospital auditing has been done for 20 vears by Winspear 

Hamilton, Anderson & Co, Bamonton. Boots are sent in 

‘Hamonton and the seeetarygoos mn to reviow the work 
(Great help In the legal department has been given over 

the paot few years by Mir Jas. MeCory, QC, Kitsety. 

AIL beaking ie done in Vermilion at The Canadian Imperial 

Bani of Commerce 
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(CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT 
THE X-RAY DEPARTMENT AND LABORATORY 


My frst interest in the Islay Municipal Hospital was in 
reply to s monthly report. in the Vermilion Standard by the 
Islay Hospital, stating’ thair interest in establishing 2 botier 
‘X-ray Department and better Laboratory prooslures im thelr hoe 
pial district by buying more equipment and hiring personnel 
‘0 & part-time bass to faster a programme of this nature After 
‘ecting withthe Hospital Board detsons Were made o purchase 
The equipment they presently ‘own and diagnostic Drosedines 
ntti, 

ay take this opportunity to thank the Seeretary-Treasurer 
of the ly Muneipal Hoeptal who has epproached ie on bell 
St the Historical Comattee to submit a report of thete depart- 
‘ont for publiation Inthe hatory- 1 most admit that the short 
Feriod Piave been working with the Hospital would hardy 
make history! 

Tn June of 1966, T,was employed, by the Islay Municipal 
Hoopital aga part-time Technologist at Which time installaton 
ofa 100 MCA. Drofex X-ray machine had been completed. and 
how cabinet Snlborn Basal Metabolic machine with diret stylus 
‘Wolter and laboratory equipment and reagents were purchased 
Tor doiir pebendares to facilitate this hosptal in extending more 
‘xtonivefngnotie services to thelr patients. Routine examina 
{fons to the admatted patient consists of large chest Xray, com. 
Bete Urinalysls and haemotology examinations and diagnostic 
say rocodures when requested by the Medical Doctor 

1 would ike fo mention thatthe Ilay Municpal Hospital 
‘Board has gone all out tn offer serves of thi type for thie size 
Gt hospital “Congratulations tothe Hospital Board for this 
Successful achievement! I hope you endeavor to continue extend: 
‘ng these and more vanced ervice of tie ature in the fate. 

It has been a pleagure to serve you, the Islay Municipal 
Hospi fore pant ain oars and Tmt adit hay ber 
Sigs Gilpin, "and the present Matron, Mee. Ball, and staf, ha 
helped greily in extonding this type of diagnostic service in this 
Hospital to the vesidents of this community ‘Then also tomy 
Wie, Josephine, T mort extend a hearteitthanle you for her 
‘sslstanco to me in doing the clerical work in these departments, 

oping to bo of further service to the Islay Municipal Has. 
pitalin the Xeray’ an Laboratory Departments, 


‘Your Medea! Technologist, 
TL. W. MARIAN, A.MCT. 
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(CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE 


IN CONCLUSION 


“ive years isa lot” Winston Churehill bas wtiten, 
“twenty. years I the horizon to most poopie. Fifty Years Is 

Tow shall we measure fifty years in relation to “the Hospital 
on the Hl"? 

Miss Tostgen’s novel, “A. White Passion”, hae eaptured for 
us some of the lok and feo of life here in 1912,""What message 
et down at the end of this frst tty years will have meaning 
Yor fears at the end of Uhe Hospitals frst eantury? 

Should we say that what was “prairie” country now has 
the appearance of “pardand”? Should’ we say that "Winding 
Drain tails have given way fo a grid of read gravellel for 
Bimmer travel nd kept open for mest winter, eavel? Should 
‘we’ mention that the Doctor can nate both, the “Hogsback”™ and 
{he “five KCl Till” an she same hour's diving? 

What of the rural schools which served as meeting places 
at the Line of the Hospitals founding? Shout we sa that 
Tost of them are now closed and that buses transport ou 
‘Hldren to centralized school? 

Will our reader of 2012 be interested in_ knowing, that 
people alive today can) remember’ the changes from Local 
Enprovement Districts” to the nine, fwnship mnetpalis™ 
‘and then to the large municipality of Vermilion iver! 

We have. published a snapshot of an eaely staff on, the 
Hospital woodsile. “Shoull we\mention that natal gas from 
the'deptne of the earth now serves the cook as she’ propares 
the meals? 

Miss Testgen must have given thought to such things as 
she prepare her manuseripe of "A" White Passion”: Her effort 
Htve provided ‘ue with many” clues to Tollow in preparing our 

‘Ss this goes to press Miss Teetzen's story ie lng repr: 
ded Serafin the’ Western Producer, and te being et ont 

and saved DF many render 

[No doubt we of the Historie Committce have recorded 
‘ore aes inthis history than we senize, We ean only hope 

that they are the tight ones 

‘We must certainly record that at this waiting the Hogpital 
has bees open for over 13,000 days without break of any 
‘ina, "Walle school and churches, businesses and homes have 
eon thet lights: go" out and’ their"peope' leave hem tem 
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Porarly, life has gone on “on te hill” without a break, Late 
Etrmight the ligute go on in the operating rvem while an 
poration, is performed Eventually the lights of moving sulo- 
ibis show that the doctors have completed their work and 
3 ping home to ge some siep before the new day's work 

fe ight im the operating room stays on for atime, showing 
that the nurses feaving the operating room ty rendinese for 
the next operation. 

‘Also worthy of note is that over 14,000 patients have 
been admitted lace the first Was admitted in 1812, 

We must also record that at this writing the Hospital has 
seen more thaa1/700 babies come into the world. Or shoal 
‘we say “nearly” 1.700, for our reader of 2012 wil know that 
anya new life bax not walted antl the mother was safely 
In hospital 








“And, perhaps this ig the point to conclude our account. For 
ur Teader of 3012 will understand wien we say. that, the 
lospital which Was intended to be x maternity hospital—built 
{nvlgtod rene fw heareaing even of ponge ing 
‘ill have been' bors in'"The Hospital on the Hi” 


rey 

















STAFFS OF ISLAY LADY MINTO COTTAGE HOSPITAL 


1912 


Noing Statt= 2 = = = Diss Pringle, Mas 


ron, fie fuera 

Housckeoping Staff - - - Miss A, B, Teotgen, Mr. and Bs. C 
Springions, Sadie Connon, Mr A 
Cleveland, AB. Ruston, 





1913 

[Nursing Staff - = Miss Dorway (Matron), Mise Grace 
Murray, Mrs. Florence Smith 

Housekeeping Staff - - - Misa W. Threadgold, Miss Mary 
Peacock, Tom Lavoe. 
194 

Nursing Staff = - - = Mies Kervin (Matron), Mia 
Florence Mayon 

Howsckeering Staff - - - Miss Mary Peacock, Mr. Higgin, 
‘nce Holland. 
1915 

Nursing Staff - = - - Mise Kervin (Matron), Miss Flor- 
ence Mayaon 

Housckecping Staff - - - Mle Mary Peacock, Jack Holland, 
1016 

Nursing Staff = = = = Miss Dorway. 
1918 

Nursing Statf- = - ~~ Mas, Roy Stone (nee Mayson) 

ousekeeping Statt Mics Lizay Gllehvst, Miss Rachel 


‘agar, Hs, Threadgol, 
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A.C, Wood 
Ambrose Dixon 
‘(Chatrman) 


A. ©. Wood 


A. Dixon 


Andrew Wood 


E, Herridge 


Andrew Wood 


B, Wervidge 


Andrew Wood 


E, Horridge 


Andrew Wood 


B. Horidge 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
Dr. Armstrong 


Andrew Wood 


Andeew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


i919 
1. Nichole 


1920 
1 Nichols 


sat 
Nichole 





1922 
1. Nichole 
(Chalrman) 


1923 
1 Nichols 


1924 
1, Nichole 


1925 
1. Nichole 


1926 
1, Nichole 
De. Armstrong 
1927 
1, Nichole 
MeBschern 
1928 


1, Nehota 
N, MeEachern 
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A, Menten 


N. Macinnes 
(Chairman) 
Me $ J. Twin 


N. Blsetnnes 
(Chatrmsn) 
Mrs SJ Tewin 





Eli Sweet 
‘Tom Lee 
Bi Sweet 


(Chairman) 
‘Tom Lae 


Eli Sweet 
‘Tom lee 


Bi Sweet 
‘Tom Lee 


G.W. Benson 
‘Tom Lee 


GW, Benson 
‘Tom Lee 


G.W. Benson 
‘Tom Lee 











Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


3 Givens 


Andrew Wood 
I Givena 


Andeow Wood 
I. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
I Givens 
(Chskrman) 


Andrew Wood 
I Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
I Givens 
(Chairman) 


1929 
43, Steenson 
‘ohn Shaw 

1890 
3. Steenson 
B. Moore 

sn 
4. Stoenson 
B. Moore 

1992 
3. Steenson 
E, Moore 

193 
James Steenson 
3 Givens 


asa 
James Steenson 


1925 
P. Carmichael 


1936 
P, Carmichael 


1997 
W, Elliott 


1938 
W. Elliott 


1939 
A. Hikreth 


G, W, Benson 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. Ken 





John Shaw 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W.W. Kent 


W. 1, Brown 
W.W. Kent 


W. b, Brow 
W, Urashart 
(Chairman) 


W. Urquhart 


W. L. Brown 
W, Urauhart 


W. L. Brown 
W. Urquhart 


W. Ie Brown 
W. Urquhart 





Andrew Wood 
3. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
3. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
Ivan Inman 


Andrew Wood 
‘van Taman 


Andrew Wood 
Robert Martin 


Aire Wood 
W. Orguhare, 
‘Chairman 


Andrew Wood 
W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 


H, Gordon 


8. Bute 


8. Bute 


H, 


H. 


H, 


1940 
Hildreth 


rn 
Portemith 


1912 
Portsmith 


1908 
Portamith 


rots 
Portemith 


196 
Portemith 


1946 
Portamith 
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CGoorge Jack 


1918 


George Juek 


u. 


Gordon 
(Chairman) 


1919 


George Jack 


i. 


‘Gordon 
(Chasers) 
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W. Le Rosbueke 
W. Urqubart 


W. Le Brown 
W, Urquhart 


H, Watertiaa 
W, Urquhart 
(Ghateman) 


HL, Waterfield 


W, Urauhart 
‘Chaleman) 


H, Waterfela 
W, Urquhart 
‘Chatrman) 


1H, Waterfield 


HL. Waterfield 


H, Waterfield 


(Chairman) 


. Redmond 


, Redmond 











1950 


S. Bute George Jack D. B. Shirrett 
HL Gordon 
(Chairman) 
1951 
S, Butz George dace D. B, Shirreft 


(Chsirman after 
Me." Gorton's, 
eat). 
Ivan Inman 
(To complete Mr, 
Gordon's ter) 
1952 
S. Bate George Jacle D. B. Shirrett 
‘Chairman) 
Wan Inman 
1958 
Andrew Wood (to complete Mr. Butz's term) 
George Jack, DB. Shirreff Ivan Inman 
“Chairmen) 
1954 
John Whiteside George Jack DB Shirreft 
“Chairman) 
van Inman 





John Whiteside George Jack D, B. Shirett 
(Chairman) 
RAG. Purves 
1956 

Brven Gamier George Jack D. B, Shirett 
(Chairman) 
RG. Parves 


1957 


Bren Garnier D.B,Shiereff Beckett 
(Chairman) 
3.W. Shaw 


1958 


Brven Garnier D.B. Shirreff —G, Reckett 
(Chairman) 
3.W. Shaw 
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Erven Garnier 


rien Garaler 


Brven Gamler 


4. G, Anderson 


1959 


DB, Shirreff 
(Ghaeman) 
a. W. Shaw 


1960 


D.B, Shire 
(Chairman) 
I.W. Shaw 


DB, Shirreff 
(Chairman) 
4. W. Shaw 


1962 


D. B Shirret 
(Chsieman) 
5. W. Shave 


G 





Beckett 


Beckett 


Beckett 


Beckett 


‘Secretary-Treasurers of Islay Munielpal Hoepital 


4.7. Byte 
A. Ey MacDonald 
W, East 

A, Bewcrott 

. Rawards 


Woke 





voebuek 


Miss M. 4. Carey 


1919-1920 
1920 

920.1921 
12-1999 
1999-1941 
1941-1957 
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Matrons z 


Housekeeping Statt 


a9 
Mr, and Mrs. A, B, Ruston 


1920 
Mrs, Roy Stone, Miss J. R, Metntyre 
Miss Weight. 

A.J. Innes, E, M, Nelson, Ry Potvin 
BL. Dale Miss La, 

Mr. and Mrs. A.B. Ruston, Miss Allan, 
Me. BI Calley, Me. 0. V. Easton, 





ea 
Miss Wright, Miss Smith, Mss Tusell, 
Misces Operta Reid, West Smith, Leask 
Sweet, Galbraith 

Miss Allan, Migs Nelson, Miss. Clack, 


Janet Falnbrother, Renn (ar, John 
Houle 


22 
Mics Russell, Mise Nelli Gilchrist. 
Misses Mattern, MeColeman, Conestne, 
Lena Sith, Laey Hannon, Mrs. Harry 
Brown," Constance Clack’ Rena Cur 
Jon Toul Mr Kulon 








1928 
Miss Nele Gitehrist 

Misses MeColeman, Corestine, Spencer, 
Baron, Allan, Sunyihe 

Misses Smith, Clack, Neweombe, Gu 
Hovle, Mrs, Haney Bown, a Anat 
Mev Houten ©! Walle Mr Lingham. 





rex 
Miss Nellie Gilchrist, Miss Bana 
Misses Haron, Smythe, Willams, Kerr 
Russell B. Neweombe, 

Mrs, Minard, Mrs, Harry Brown, Misses 
Grace Neloon, Irene Neweombe, Beatie 
White, "Tom White, 
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Housekecping Staff 
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ousekeeping Statt 
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Housekeoping Statt 


Matron = = = 
Nores 


Housekeeping Statt 





1925 
Mise Edna Drummond 


Disses Grace Neti, Mabel Nelson, 
Bessie White, Tom White 


1926 
Miss Bana Drummond, 

Misses Kerr, Russel, Mae Shaw, Mo- 
Keague, C. Bell Thompson, Mrs, Me 
Paden: 

Misset" Grace Nelion, Mabel Neon, 
Bessie Duncan, Hlon Robinson, To 
White 





om 
rs, MoFadden, Miss Edna Drommond. 
Mise Drummond, Miss Vivash 
Misses, Nelson, Helen Robinson, Tom 
White, 


1928 
Miss Edna, Drummond, Miss Willows, 
Miss Dorothy Spencer 

Misses Marshal, MeMilan, Oronson, 
Hickey, Rees, Blakin, Bvans, Stooking, 
Taylor, Smith, Malou, Matin, Dean 
MeCormnek, Newsham” Wheeler, Me 
Led, Mira’ Winters 

Mise’ M Nelson, Miss Harrison, Mise 
‘Thompson, dre, Brown, EA. Moore, 
Helen Robinson, Tom White, . Proctor 


1929 
Miss Dorothy Spencer, Miss, Bullock. 
‘Miss MeL#od, Mise Holmes, Miss Fern 
Towntondy Mis Perkins. 

Mies IM. Nelson, Misa Harrison, Tom 
White 


1930 
i 6. Blo 

em Townsend, H. Holmes, C. 
Beit. Deering, Me Hobe, Mir: 
Titi 
Mise M. Neon, Tom White, Miss ML 
Robinson, Miss Sutter. 
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Housekeeping Stat? 
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Matron = = — 
Nanes 21 


Housekeeping Statt 


931 
Miss G. Bullock, Miss Hazel Laycock 
Miss Fern Tuwntend, Misees H. Shaw, 
HL Holmes, M Powell E- Deering, Gen, 
Bittors, Ward, Mis A, Tite, 

Miss Anne Redmond, Tom White, Miss 
Me "obinson, Miss’ Sutter, Mice 
Netwony Mae Watt 





os 
‘Mins Hae Laycock. 

Miss Fern Townsend, Miss Elsie Deering 
Anne Redmond, Minie Robinson, Tom 
White, 


1922 
Miss Hazel Laycock, Miss G, Block 
Miss Mabel Nelson, Miss E. Deering, 
Ass shave 

‘Anne Redmond, Minnie Robinson, Tom 
White, 


1094 
Miss G. Bullock. 

Miss Shaw, Miss M. Powell, Miss E. 
Dearing. 

Anne Redmond, Irene Simmons, Tom 
White, 


1995 
Miss G. Bullock 


Misses 4. Powell, J. Kent, E. Deering, 
Sutter, ire. Ball 
Irene Simmons, Tom White 


1936 
Miss ME Siason 

Misses, Willa Smith, Dorothy Malta, 
Olive barnett, Irene’ Hancock. 

Gertie Os, rene Simmons, Tom White, 


1997 
Misses Sissons, Smith 

Misses D. Maltais, 0, arnett, 1 
Hancock. 


Gertie Oils, Irene Simmons, Tom White 
us 
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Nurses 


Housekeeping 
Matron 


Housokeoping 


Matron 


Housekeeping 
Matron = 


Nurses 


Housskering 


Matrone = - 


Statt 


staff 


Statt 


Stat 


state 


- Misses G, Olli, B, Cowan, G. Forbes, 


1 Misses E, ©. Yonkers, P. Kolruss, 


1938 
Mise W. Smith 


oes D, Maltls, . Ramett, Gertrude 
Powers, Peters. 
Gertie Oli, Irene Simmons, Tom White 
1999 
ise W. Smith 
‘Misses 0, Harnett, K. Young, G. Powers, 
Mrs. Dui. 
Gertie Olli, Mite Martin, L. iloy, Tene 
Simons, fom Whit 
1900 
Miss W. Smith, 
Misses O, Barnett, K. Young, K. Whit 
don, dire, Duly 
1 Olli 1. Simmons, Miss Martin, Mies 
Toon White, 
oat 
Miss W. Smith, Mine J MeKeo. 
Misses Q. Bamett, KK, Whiddon, J 
Hicker, P: Kohiruss E.'C. Yonkers, 1 
Stephenson, A, Croteaa, 3. Swain, 
‘uth ilar EM. Dept, Berni Gal 
His Duegy, Mis, White. Mra. 2 
Winiers Bis, Ball, Mrs. Farley. 








Te Wash, 1 Sumaone D._Bages, 2 

adel, ‘om White, I. Lambert, 
1912 

Miss J. McKee 





Evang, Ai Slalysh, Mrs. Te Bell, 
A White 
Misses R, Walsh, E, Leo, A. Lukawitsl, 
Dy baggy Mra, arte, ire. F- Dai 
fee bette Stone, ai, W. Lambert, 
Chi Hamilton 

10a 

Miss J, MeKee, Mlas H. Sedoway 
Mises’ L. Sehneider, F. Patterson, 
seas, P: Koklrus, M. Malyah, “E,W 
Young, bis Bre Crawshaw, rs. 
shee, As Re Bal 

Mel Mistot D. Mages, Me 
‘Mésiy Fe MeL, hr: W Hamton 


“a 


tm 
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Housekeeping Staff 


Matron = = = 
Names 22 





Housckeoping Stat? 


Matron = = = = 
Nunes 22 


Housokecping Statt 


19u 
H, Sadoway 

Misges 1. Gingell, M. Malyeh, NN. H. 
Mott, D, Paine, M, Ashmore, Mi Eas, 
Mrs Melntyre 

Mrs. L. Stone, Mrs. R. Martin, Misses 
D Bisa, J Rela, V-Goald, Fossa, 
BM, Tsay Con, Barnet, H Ancon 
Mi, CW. Hamilton 


1965, 
Miss H, Sadoway, Mise 1, Gingell 
Misses D, Evans, M. Ashmore, F, Tess 
than, E,” Gillanders, ale Houdek, 
Hate, Wiethol 

Mes. Tiaton, Mra. Rose, Miases 
Gor, Catone E Hall J Robinson 
Ptorrance, . Carieon,’ B.C. W 
Fiamiton, bie 4. Young, Ste. G: Savage 


1946 
Mise [Gingell Mrs, A. Manson 
Mise . Gilandery, iiss A. SacCrim- 
ton, Mi Chas. Head 
Misses F, Wistholi, D. vane, ML 
Younge, Ff Tessman’ J. Podhibay, 
GaMEE:G. Block, Mrs, Mekerhan, Sts 
Ceialacares, “Me A Ioert” Ms 
loses P. Torrance, J. Robinson, F. Brix, 
Xo Mitehely Me Barbar, Bie. A’ Tarver 
Me. Beck 

1917 
Mrs. Chas. Head, Mrs, B. V. Wood 
Misses B. Camdif, F. Tessman, M. Gil- 
pins hire, A"Tuere, Mrs, U. MacPadyen, 
Bars. Calon, Mrs, SieKerthan, 
Misses P. "Torrance, ML Barber, J 
Robinson, M. MacFadven, 1. Shatiue, 
Mr. A Pirmer 

1948 
Mrs, E. V, Wood, Mist B. Foxton. 
Misses M. Gilpin, F. Teusman, A, Balko 
D. Havey, re, U, MacKay, Mrs, A 
Teor, iri, Colton 
Mingee Torrance, 3. Farrer, B, Hanna, 
TShateuck, MA. Turner, 
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Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons é 
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Housekeeping Statt 


Matron 
Nurses = ° 


Housokeoping Staff 



























1940 
Mise E- Foxton 

‘Misses M. Glipin, A. Ballo, D. Pri, 
Mrs. A. Tear, tes 6, Colton 
Misses B. Hanna, E. Goebel, J. Parner, 
De Thomsen, Er Lake, Le Lake, U. 
Chuistman, M. Lawrences, Ml Bib, 
PShattel, tea H- Olds, Mr A, Turner, 
in TL Mitchel 


1950 
Mise E. Foxton 
Misses A. Balko, M, Gilpin, D. Pri 
Mrs: €, Cotton 
F. Wiekham, Msg D. Thomsen, I. Sha. 
thie Stay Dit, Mr A, Parner 

951 
Miss E. Foxton, Miss M, Robertaon, Mra 
Necinnes 
Misses M. Gilpin, A, Balko, D, Pail, A. 
Raymond, Mh “is. Colon 
He A Ise, 
Misses’ F. Wickham, 1. Shattuck, D, 
‘Thomaen, Mr. A, Turner 

1952 
ise J. Harrington, Mis. B. Mactnnes. 
Misses M, Vance, it, Borme, D. Pri 
F. Gale, Mt Robertoan, at Bupa, Dy 
AAdamyi, Mie, Re Bell, Mra. Colton, 
Misses D. ‘Thomsen, 1, Shatiuel, V. 
Wel (Budatlka), P. Helinsi,F. Wick 
Hom, Lawrenco,B. Parser, lee. 
Schafer, i A. Tomer 

1958 
Mire E. Maclnnes, Mrs, A. Purser 
Mrs. B. Bell, Mises. Borme, D. Pri 
I bupit, 'Ns Moerwel, 1. Flaberty, 
AE Vasrude re te Aatey, Mire. 
edmond, Mist LHeareus,” Mis 3 
Farvie, Biss A’ Hansen, tvs, U- bac 
ule, B MeKericher. 
Misses 'F. Wlekham, ‘V_ Badal, B, 
Parker, Dire Ailton, G. Sehatter, 
ge B, Robinson, 2. Buctanan, Mrs 
Mekerihany Mrs We Lively, Mee H 
Olds Mr A. Turner 
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Matron 


Housekeening 
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Names > 


Houseketping 


Xena 


Matron = = 


Housekeeping 





state 


Statt 


State 


Statt 


1954 
Mrs, A. Purser, 

Misses ML Jarvie, A. LHleureux, A, 
Hansen, E, Mekerracher, Yrs Zubliow 
86 Mis. Re Bal Mrs! C. Heino, 
Sire. "Us Macfadgen, Mrs: Macinnes, 
Miss V. Young, Mes C. Beck, Mist i 
Posen, iva: M- Walton, Mis, Norppa, 
Abs". Blake, Miss Anne Greshy Mra 
B. MeKerihan, 

Mrs, H. Olds, Mis. W. Lively, Mies B, 
Buchanan, aft. Grant, Mise Mae Carey, 
Mise N. Thompson, Mr, A. Turner: 








1955 
Mrs. A. Porser, Miss F. Mil 

Ie, AC Walton, Mises M. Paden, Anne 
Grech, G, Norppa, Ms: Bell igs 
Redmond, © Enatow, P- Genel, 
Gp, Bes. G. Colton. 

Miss 'B. Podhaniok, rg, W. Lively, 
Mise H. Buchanan’ HL ‘thonpeons 
Kenedy, Re Rleket, Ms, W lian, 
Mrs Gr Schaffer Me. A Ture 





1956 
Mise ‘M. Gilpin, 

Mrs, A. Purser, Mrs, M. Walton, Mae 
M. Peden, A Grechs Mrs. €. Hedinond, 
re, Ball, A” Clarke, Mrs. C. Hecke, 
F. Sweeney, brs A. #, Ronaghat, © 
Hnatow 

Misses B. Podhaniuk, D. Colton, Mrs. 
IW. Hannon, Mr, Ge’ Sehetfer Bie. 
‘Turner, ‘Bie. G. Machel, T Whiteher 
Mr. L. Marian, 


1957 
Mise ML Gin 

Mrs. R. Bell, tre, M. Walton, Mrs. 
MeLennan tas S" Hinatow” Miss 
Purser hist I Lat, Mis. 
Ronaghan. 

Mies. Podhaniuk, Mre.D, Coton, Mrs 
We Hannon, ‘Mrs. Pedow, Ait 
Schafer, Sis E- Duddy, Mrs. Howarth 
Ste L Whiteher, Mt K: Karlsen, 
ML, Marian 


ur 
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Xmy- es 


Housekeeping Stat? 


Matron = + = 


Housekeeping Statt 





1958 


Miss M. Gilpin 
Me, Bel, Mrs A, Parser, abr, U, 
MacPaiven, oles. i MeLenian, Sirs 
ASE nahn Mits S:Hinatow, Miss 
N: Landli Mrs. Le Geasner, Miss 3, 
Bren 

Miss B. Podhapluk, Mra. W. Hannon, 
Nis. Howard Miss’ P. Boos, Miss A 
Epp, Mw G. Schafer, Mad, Hurst 
Mr [, Marian 








1959 
Miss M. Gilpin, Mrs. Bel, 

ew, M, Walton, Mire, B. Gondal, Mes 
G' Purven, Mra" A. E, Ronaghan, Mrs 
Si te, Ge Ele, asso 
Rooks, its, Le Gessner 

Mise . Podhanivg, Mrs, W. Hannon, 
Mrs: G: Schaffer, Mrs. W. Lively, Se 
Stat. 

Mr, [Marian 





1960 
Mrs. BBall, 

Mrs. BL. Walton, Mrs, B, Cunda, Miss 
Er Lancomb Mrs A, Makohoni, Mie 
S Rooka Ms. @: Purves, Bs. A. E 
ionaghan, Mise R, Lafthouse 

Mise E. Podhaniuk, Mrs, W, Hann 
bliss $. Noyee, Mes. We Livy, Be 
Hurst 

de Le Maan 











1961 
ire, Re Bel 
Mrs: B. Condal Myx. A. Purser Bre, 
Bilas, Mrs. G. Pores, Mise’ Be Lae 
Combe, Mrs. AE Ronaghen, Mem. 
Matotontng, Mire, U. Macrsdyen, Mr 
OS Downes. re Ty Anderson, iss V 
Bink rs 6: Gite 

Pothaniak, Mrs, W. Hannon, 
Miss 8 Neyee Mrs." We Lively. Mat 
Ke taivey, Milas Ee Bandara, ites J 
Hart 
Mr. L. Maria, 
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Mrs. R. Ball 

Mrs, BL Candal, Atrs, 0, Downey, Ms. 
A Pupact, Bra U. Mactaayen, Mrs. 3 
Makohoniok, bre: G. Gilbert; Mise 
O'Leary. 

Drs, E. Hannon, Mrs. W. Hannon, Miss 
Es Bandury, May W, Lively, ates 
Schaffer i, J. Hurst: 

MeL, Marian 
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of A White Passion, December, 1912) 
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‘A Message from Hon. E, C. Manning, 
Premier of the Province of Alberta 


1 appreciate this opportunity to extend best 
wishes on behalf of the Government of Alberta 
on the occasion of the Golden Anniversary of the 
“Hospital on the Hill”, 


‘This hospital, founded on the need for such 
a service, came into being 50 years ago as a 
result of hard work by dedicated people. Tt was 
another shining example of pioneer spirit and 
humanitarian effort in the interest of the com- 
munity and its people, 


The “Hospital on the Hill”, now the Islay 
Municipal Hospital, has made a valuable contri- 
bution to the welfare of Albertans over the past 
half century. On behalf of the citizens of this 
Province, may I express good wishes to those 
taking part in the observance of this Golden 
Anniversary and pay tribute to those pioneers, 
who through initiative and hard work, brought 
the hospital into being. 


Ernest C, Manning, 
Premier of Alberta. 

















‘A Message from Hon. Anders 0, Aalborg, M.L.A.y 
for Alexandra, and Minister of Education 


GREETINGS 


For half a century the Islay Hospital has 
touched the lives of all families in the district 
and has a very special place in the hearts of 
thousands of grateful patients who have found 
comfort and healing within its walls. 


‘This small country hospital has never enjoyed 
the glittering complex of facilities and equip- 
ment found in a modern city hospital, but it has 
always been noted for a warm, homelike at- 
mosphere that makes the patient feel he is being 
treated as a person and not just another case 
to be admitted and discharged as quickly as cold 
scientific efficiency will permit. 





Careful and courteous individual atten 
and treatment has been the key to the enduring 
success of this fine friendly hospital for over two 
generations, 


On behalf of the people of Alexandra I salute 
the proud record of the Islay Hospital on the 
occasion of its Fiftieth Anniversary, and pay 
tribute to the dedicated men and women who 
have served on the Board and the Staff of the 
Hospital over the years. May I also take this 
opportunity to extend special congratulations to 
all those who have contributed to the planning 
and the production of this splendid book to com- 
memorate a notable event in the history of 
Eastern Alberta. 


Anders 0. Aalborg. 





























A Message from Mr. J. H. Kelly, Reeve of the 
Municipal Distriet of Vermilion River 


The difficulties experienced in gathering 
authentic material for a history of this kind are 
only hinted at in the account given here, Records 
have been destroyed or misiaid and the first 
settlers who pioneered the district are becoming 
fewer year by year. ‘The members of the. hos~ 
torical committee are to be commended for a 
difficult task well done. The present day resi- 
Gents of this area of north-eastern Alberta owe 
fa debt of gratitude to those early pioneers who 
laid the foundations of our present institutions— 
not the least of which is the Islay Municipal 
Hospital. 


‘John H. Kelly 


A Message from Mr. D, B. Shirreff, Chairman 
of the Board of Islay Municipal Hospital 


As Chairman of the present Islay Municipal 
Hospital Board, I would like to express my thanks 
to all those people who had a part in making this 
fiftieth anniversary possible. I am sure that the 
older generation must have regarded this Hospi- 
tal as a tremendous step forward in the pioneer 
life of their district, 


I appreciate the co-operation I have had from 
the Board members, the secretary, and the matron. 
and staff during the past twelve years that [ have 
been a Board member and hope that this Hospital 
will continue to serve the publie’s needs for many 
years to come. 


Douglas B. Shirreft 
Chairman 











Mr. ond Mes. Tom Lee 


Message from Tom Lee, a member of the Original 
Board of Islay Lady Minto Cottage Hospital 


Dewberry, May 15, 1961. 
Dear Friends: 


It was indeed kind of you to ask me to write 
a message for the booklet, "I appreciate the honor. 


My wife is just back from the Hospital where 
she had a bout with pneumonia, and she speaks 
in highest terms of her treatment there, 


Lhave many fond memories of Lady Minto 
Hospital and the old Board. 11am sure the present 





Board is doing a good job. 

Keep Islay Hospital the Best In The West! 
Sincerely, 

Tom Lee 








FOREWORD 


A few words concerning our. problems in preparing this Histo 
should be st down by way of explanation and coment. © e 


First @ word about information and sources. Few people read a 
ory of thir um tines tant whine to make erection here 
dnd there, “It did't happen that way.” someone says. “I now.. I seat 
there. "I with they had asked me before writing this down” The 
committee made every effort to publicize the work they had undertaken. 
Advertisements were rin in newspapers on several occasions. Dozens 
of leters were written in an effort 0 contact those who might be of 
fssistance. We are greally indebted to al those who have volunteered 
Information or who answered our numerous requests Jor t. They have 
made this history possible. 


The problem of ‘firste" confronts any historian. Our commitce 
were no exception. Inevitably someone will ask, “Who was the first 
‘toctor?™ “IWho was the first matron?” This problem has several aspect, 
Often the question simply cannot be answered. Perhaps no record was 
hept atthe time, or if record was hepe it was destroyed in a fire many 
years ago. Forced to rely upon jallble human memory, the historian 
finds thet those who should know can't agree!” Hence the old saying, 
“History is a Tie agreed upon”. 


Again, what of the “nests”? Is the first doctor who stayed only 
‘a year entitled to more consileration, because he was first, than the 
next who stayed twenty-five? 


Our ansiwer has been that we are interested in all those who have 
made a contribution to the Hospital, and have done all we can to establish 
their identity. Our history is not @ collection of “firsts” only. 


The problem of limiting the topic also has to be faced. If itis 
Anon, for example, that the ist train went through Isley in. 1905, 
Somebody is sure to‘say, “Yer, but it wasn't elled ‘Tsay’ then. ‘The old 
tiame was sand Lake’”. Bxplanations wil then be necestary that 
Kenihoorth Lake was formerly called Island Lake, ond tht the pos office 
teas originally named after ie The possiblity of thir name coming 
Irom one of the Indian tribes Jormerly in the tren opens up still more 
Fields of inquiry. 


Obviously limits must be drawn somewhere 


Early in the study of Islay Hospital the committee decided that ij 
the institution was not unique it was certainly unusual, and a treatment 
‘going beyond ordinary limits would be required. AS the information 
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began to come in it became clear that the story of Islay Hospital was 
‘not just the story of a village community or even of a hospital district. 
Somehow Edmonton and London just would not keep out of the story 
Anda wide variety of personalities—militiamen, premiers, lieutenant 
governors, Edmonton businessmen on good-will tours, eabinet ministers, 
and a lady known as “Green Veil?—kept “getting into the act” where 
fone had expected 10 meet only nurses and doctors 


; To sum up, we think that it can be shown that Islay Hospital has 

both an honorable place in the general history of western Canada, and 
a signfiant role in the history of medizine and- hospitalization ix 
particular, 


How well we have shown this in the succeeding pages we leave 
the reader to judge. 
‘The Telay Hoeptal Historia! Commitee 
‘Aux Rosacten Author 
1.W. Saw Board Member 
Manin M. Caney. Seeretary-Treesurer 





THE HOSPITAL ON THE HILL 


‘To the staff of the Islay Municipal, 
With faces cherubie and kissable, 
Who lighten the lives of patients and wives 


Who wish going home was permissable. 
—by Gare Kay 











THE HOSPITAL ON THE HILL 
CHAPTER ONE 


INTRODUCTION 


The search for the “first” doctor in this area would likely 
take us into the teepees of the Crees, Blackfeet, Sarcees and As 
siniboines. One high hill in eastern’ Alberta, “Akasu” or “Sick 
Man” Hill near Lavoy, gets its name from Cree legend. Who 
was the sick man, and what was the sickness, we wonder, that 
0 impressed itself on those people as to be commemorated in 
the name of a hill and lake just north of it? Was it one of the 
great smallpox epidemics that in some cases wiped out entire 
encampments? ‘The year 1918 is “the year of the ‘flu’” for 
many of us. No doubt “Akasu Hill” was named in the same way. 


David ‘Thompson tells us that of all the Indians he knew 
the Crees had the greatest knowledge of the medicines that 
could be made from native plants. Countless remedies were 
probably brewed by the Indians from plants that we curse as 
weeds each growing season, 


Where surgery was concerned one shudders at the thought 
of the suffering that was endured by a people who understood 
little about it, “Anthony Henday tells us of an Indian who was 
so severely injured by a grizzly bear in the area south of Grizzly 
Bear Coulee that, he died several days later of the wounds. Mr. 
J. G. MacGregor has conjectured whether this incident is, in fact, 
the source of the name of that coulee.* 

For the men who made the first C.P.R, survey through 
townships 47 and 48 in the 1870's the nearest doctor may have 
been in Winnipeg. Later, after 1877, the telegraph line brought 
medical advice a little closer, J. S. MacDonald tells us that 
a medical book was kept in the telegraph office at Battleford. 
It contained full instructions as to what should be done in cases 
of illness or accident. The operators at the various stations 
made use of this information when neccesary, and advice was 
freely given to anyone who requested it.» One ean imagine the 
Robert McKernan family at the Grizzly Bear ‘Telegraph Station 
making use of this service. J. F. Dyke Parker and W. C. Gillis, 
stationed at the second telegraph station in the area, Eleanor, 
may also have had to make use of this rough and ready service. 


Surveyors ran the survey of the 14th base line in 1879, 
M. Aldons being in charge in the townships now including Dew: 
berry, Hazeldine and Clandonald. W. A. Ashe, J. Doupe, E. 
Bray’and P.R.A. Belanger were running township and range 
lines after 1882.’ Working under the most primitive of condi- 
+ See J. G. MucGregor, Beheld The Shining. Mountains 

+ T'S. MacDanald, The Dominion Telegraph, 
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tions and far from their supply bases, these men found that 
scurvy, typhoid fever and ptomaine poisoning were their worst 
enemies, No doubt there were rush trips to cut in on the line 
for help from Battleford. 


‘Typhoid fever struck again in the fall of 1903 when Mrs. 
George Powell, and daughter Nelly Armston had to be taken 
from the ranch at Island Hill, in the Vermilion River Valley, to 
be hospitalized in Edmonton. ‘This is surely one of the first 
cases on record from the homesteading period of this area's 
history. It would be interesting to know if Mr. Powell knew 
that there was a medical practitioner with the Barr colony 
on the Fourth Meridian, about forty miles away. Dr. W. W. 
‘Amos was there, with a tent for an office. He had arrived, 
with the Barr Colonists, not long before. In any event, Edward 
Calvert, now of Chipman, tells that his brother drove Mrs. 
Powell ‘and her daughter ‘to hospital in Edmonton, where re~ 
covery took place. 




















Speaking of the Barr Colonists, scarcely had they arrived in 
what is now Lloydminster, when agitation began for the organi- 
zation of a Hospital Committee and the raising of a fund to 
build a hospital, Discussion of this matter is recorded in The 
Lloydminster ‘Times in issue after issue during and after 1905. 
And, of course, the time would soon come when Lloydminster 
could boast of having the first United Municipal Hospital in 
the provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan. But that is another 
story! 


Bill Muir remembers that construction crews began to 
build pieces of the grade for the railway near Islay in September 
of 1904. There were big eamps of men and horses in the vicinity 
in June of 1905, and evidently some arrangement had been made 
for hospitalization and medical care in cases of accident. . If 
there was a doctor with these crews we have not been abie to 
find any particulars. There is record of a Dr. Burris setting 
up a practise at Breage, on 36-50-6 W4, in May of 1905. Evie 
dently there was no doctor at Island Lake, on 10-51-4, W 4, nor at 
‘the present location under the name of Islay, until! 1908. Mrs. 
J.T. Fyfe remembers that a Doctor Walsh was in Islay for some 
months that year. Bill Waterfield tells of being well acquainted 
with Dr. Walsh, and having many interests in common. Dr. 
Walsh appears fo have moved to B.C., and corresponded with 
Mrs. A. Beecroft’s brother, for some time, He is supposed to 
have said that the distriet’s people were “so healthy a doctor 
would starve”. 








Dr. Walsh, then, can be cited as the first doctor to practise 
in Islay. His ‘stay was short, and, of course, he had no con- 
nection with Islay Hospital. Nevertheless he played a part— 
perhaps a very important part in the lives of those who came 
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to him for help—in the story of what is now Islay Hospital 
District, 


There was no doctor in Islay in 1909 when Mrs. Davis’ 
daughter, now Mrs. Alf Jones, was kicked bya horse and 
severely injured. She was taken to Lloydminster for treatment. 
Some of the Waterfield family had typhoid fever that same 
year and had to be treated in Lloydminster. 


Jim McClelland remembers that there was no doctor in the 
winter of 1910 and 1911, when he had to get a doctor from 
Lloydminster to come to treat his step-father. 


Dr. Mahood arrived in Islay in 1911, He was there in the 
fall when Bill Armstrong broke his leg, and was on hand to set 
it, Jim Carey remembers that Dr. Mahood was in Islay for 
the construction period of the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital. 
He was the doctor in charge when Valme Walker was born at 
Mrs. Hennessy’s on May 11, 1912. It appears that Dr. Mahood 
left Islay about the time Dr. Howson arrived. It is certain 
that Dr. Mahood’s name does not appear in any Hospital re- 
cords. Dr. Hawksley-Hill of Calgary has informed us that Dr. 
‘Mahood served as Medical Health Officer in Calgary before 
going into private practice, 





Which Dog Are You Going To Head For? 


Jack MeNeilly can remember Dr. Mahood very clearly, 
having driven the Doctor on several yery long trips both north 
and south of Islay. On one oceasion he drove him on an emer~ 
gency call to McMullens’, in the Greenlawn distriet, Another 
trip, this time to the south, is remembored because of several 
unusual circumstances in connection with it. 


‘There was a telephone in Elliott and Gilehrist’s store, One 
Sunday evening for some reason long forgotten Alex Gilchrist 
happened to go down to the store. While he was there the 
telephone rang. It was a call from a party south of Kitscoty., 
‘An old lady was sick, and the Doctor was needed. A trip of 
about 30 miles to the south and east of Islay was involved, and 
it was already after 8:00 o'clock in the evening. The doctor 
happened to be handy, and Jack MeNeilly was available too, 
so they set out. It was late in the fall of 1911, and there was 
no moon, so they travelled as best. they could following the 
main trail from the country south of Islay, and noting the lights 
from familiar homesteads, Eventually Jack began to. feel un- 
easy about the direction they were going, and decided to stop 
and ask directions, When they came to a farmstead they 
Jearned with surprise that they were at Harry Elliott's. - He 
was able to give them general directions towards reaching their 
destination, and they started off again, angling to the south 
and east, Somewhere off in the distance in front of them a dog. 











howled. Then another dog howled, this time 2 little to the 
right of the first, “Which dog are you going to head for?” 
asked Dr. Mahood. Jack MeNeilly decided they would head 
for the dog to the right. They drove for some time and the 
dog howled again, and they checked their bearings. Finally 
they came to a bluff where the road forked. McNeilly again 
decided to go to the right. When they reached the other side 
of the bluff they could see the lights of a farmhouse, and this 
proved to be their destination, 


Jack remembers that, Dr, Mahood was cool, and not one to 
panic at the possibility of geiting lost. In this respect he was 
unlike many other customers, some of them doctors, who would 
question the driver’s judgment until he felt that he really was 
lost, when in fact he was on the right trail. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


THE SETTLERS 





‘The building of the Canadian Northern railway made every 
newly established station the site of a potential town. Settle- 
ments that had grown up along the old trails moved to the 
nearest point on the railway. The iron tracks rearranged travel 
patterns in somewhat the way that a magnet attracts iron 
filings that have been lying without pattern 


Homesteaders’ trails tended to head for the nearest point 
on the railway line. And business men, no doubt aware that 
each point could not become a major town, did all possible to 
attract business to their chosen point on the line by offering 
inducements and services. ‘There was a race to get creameries, 
elevators, banks, and" blacksmith shops established. In 
‘one point an opera house was erected at an early date, and 
traveling troupes were encouraged to present plays and imasie 
hall shows. 


Islay's location had certain advantages and disadvantages, 
‘The first railway survey through the “park belt” avoided the 
Blackfoot Hills by going south of them. This route crossed 
the Blackfoot, Grizzly Bear and Buffalo coulees, where long 
trestles would’ have to be built. The surveyors of the Canadian 
Northern elected to avoid these coulees by going through the 
northern edge of the Blackfoot Hills. To find a suitable gradient 
along the hill forming the eastern rim of the basin in which 
Kenilworth Lake lies, it was necessary to angle nearly three miles 
north along what became Imown as the “Kitseoty Hill”. Then 
the right-of-way angled south again to follow a watercourse 
and emerge into the level land along the Vermilion River. Islay, 
Very near the most northerly point of this wide swing, was thus 
placed almost four miles nearer the townships to the north 
than either Kitseoty or Borradaile. A study of the population 
growth in the first ten years shows that this position was very 
important, 


Another favorable factor, important in days of horse-drawn 

‘was altitude. Islay's altitude of 2,000 feet above sea 
‘similar to most altitudes in the country north of Islay, 
and for many disiriets to the south it was actually downhill 
to Islay. 


Along with these advantages went the disadvantage that 
Kenilworth Lake represented a large empty space in the market 
and production area tributary to Islay. Also the hilly area 
to the south has never been as thickly populated as other parts 
of the tributary area, 
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In balance, however, it was a better than average “terminal” 
situation. 


‘The first post office was opened by Stewart Macinnes and 
was on his homestead on SW 10-51-W4, being known as “Island 
Lake". He operated the first store for a short time, selling 
out, about October: 1905, to Harry, blliott who later worked in 
partnership with Alex Gilchrist. The first station agent was 
Nir. ‘Waterfield. ‘The first Anglican church service was held 
in this building before it was officially opened as a station, 
The first section men stationed at Islay were Mr. Birkhead and 
Mr. Broombead, "The first livery barn Was operated by Jim 
Gilenrist, who also had an interest, with Sid Giles, in the first 
restaurant, Mr. ‘Threadgold opened the first blacksmith shop. 
Havelock Moore opened the first lumber yard. George Davison 











Inlay, about 1907, 


and Billy Falls were the first butchers. By July 1907 the first 
school had been established. A newspaper, “The Wideawake", 
was being published. Rev. MeLennan was the first minister 
in the Presbyterian Chureh, followed soon by Rev. J. Geeson. 
Rev. Harold Edwards served several Anglican point, including 
Islay, for a number of years. After 1909 Father Goutier was 
fa familiar figure, using the school on the occasions when he 
eame to Islay. 


‘The growth of the rural areas using Islay as their terminal 
was in some respects more spectacular than the growth of the 
village. At the time the census was taken in 1906 at least three 
townships had no population at all. By 1911 these same town- 
ships contained 267 people. The township containing Dewberry, 
53-4, had grown from 41 people in 1906 to 164, to make it the 
second most thiekly populated township, second’ only to the one 


Towbin 49 and 49 and 5 W4—popslton figures supplied by Dominion 
jest of Staite, 





18 














including Islay, 51-4, with 221 people, Township 52-4 grew 
from 22 in 1906 to $4 in 1911. ‘Township 50-4 increased from 
4 in 1906 to 68 in 1911. A similar story could be told for the 
townships in ranges 3 and 5, half of which would later be in- 
eluded in the Islay Hospital District. 


Population increased, the cattle herds grew, and the grain 
poured in. The Islay Blevator Company was’ organized and 
construction began on the first elevator in 1908, with Lloyd 
and George Cameron as contractors, Neil Melachern, the 
first operator, when interviewed in 1956 stated that between 
40,000 and 50,000 bushels of grain was handled the first season, 
‘This included “‘a nice car of flax”. Neil proudly pointed out 
that Mr. Springford, farming north of Kitseoty, often brought 
grain to Islay, as did many people from the Marwayne district. 
Neil told a story that illustrated the rivalry that existed between 
the various villages. One farmer complained of the price he 
was getting at the Islay elevator, and took his next load to 
Kitseoty. In a few days he was back at Islay with a load. 
“You at least give me the sleigh and the horses back,” he said, 
“In Kitscoty they wanted the whole thing!” 


Neil remembered that from 100 to 150 teams came in on 
certain days. All couldn't be served and many would have to 
stay over night, taxing the livery stable’s capacity, and giving 
a Booming business to the hotel, Some farmers’ figured on 
a day to make the trip in with grain, and a second day to return 
home with the supplies purchased, 


Cattle were driven in to Islay for shipping from as far as 
the Bonnyville district, ‘These drives usually took place in the 
fall, when the leaves ‘had blown off the trees and runaways 
could be easily seen and brought back to the herd. The Saska- 
tehewan River was usually crossed by ferry at Mooswa Crossing, 
south of where Lindbergh is now. Several stops for the night 
would be made on the way south, arrangements having been 
made with farmers who Rad suitable corrals, Elmer Elliott 
tells of riding for Bob Braithwaite who bought cattle and shipped 
through Islay. Elmer can remember losing eattle in the bush, 
but does not ‘recall losing any in crossing the Saskatchewan, 
although several head would jump from the ferry and swim. 


A. good picture of rural development in this period can be 
gained from a study of the organization of school districts, "The 
first school district including land now in Islay Hospital District 
was Stretton, established in January of 1905. It was one of 
the first schools in eastern Alberta. Morrison, Allandale and 
Islay came next in 1907, 1908 saw Tring, Trimbleville and Hazel- 
dine established as school districts. Six distriets, Irwinville, 
Deer Lake, Watson, Ganton, Koknee and North Dewberry were 
organized in 1909,’ making’ it an outstanding year for school 
organization in this part of Alberta. Riverton, Rye, Moyerton 
and Union districts came into being in 1910. Kinnaird and 
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Holyrood were organized in 1911, the same season that the 
‘Hospital Fund was inaugurated. 


Here, as elsewhere in the Canadian West, the rural school 
played an important part in community life, being usually the 
first community project to be completed. ‘The school building 
‘was dance-hall, concert-hall, theatre, and chureh. Box socials 
and community gatherings of all kinds were held there. It was 
often the local polling-booth when federal and provincial elec- 
tions were held." The school near the centre of the rural muni- 
cipality became the place for the ratepayers’ annual meeting. 
‘Morrison School, for example, served the ratepayers of Vermilion 
Valley Municipality in this capacity for many years. The schools 
mentioned above were all available for use in the busy campaign 
that promoted the building of Islay Hospital. ‘Tom Lee, a 
member for a number of years of Lady Minto Hospital boards, 
has told of first meeting Miss Teetgen at a social in Riverton 
School. Later Miss Teetgen would publish a report of this type 
of meeting in the Isle of Thanet News. Here are Mr. Lee's 
words; “Just one little final touch. I spoke of Miss Teetgen 
coming to Riverton to speak. When she returned. to England 
she told in an issue of the Isle of Thanet News of an address 
she had made there. She described speaking in our Riverton 
School and gave a vivid description of the natives coming in 
hay-racks drawn by oxen. But what really burned our women 
up was her reference to the organ of which they were se proud: 
‘They raised money themselves and sent to Eaton's for it. She 
called it a little old wheezy harmonium!” 


A word about the settlers themselves is in order, Probably 
no frontier area was ever settled by people whose background 
was more varied, Most of the countries of Europe were repre- 
sented, if only by a family or two. A large proportion were 
English speaking, Many had come directly from the British 
Tsles; others had settled elsewhere before finally locating here. 
A considerable number eame from the older provinces of Canada. 
‘Many were eastern Canadians returning to Canada after a time 
spent in the United States. And many were Americans who 
could say that their families had been American for a number 
of generations. Here and there several families who had known 
each other in an older community settled together, but generally 
speaking there was no pattern to the settlement. 








Where religion was concerned the variety was as great. 
Here and there the presence of several families of the same 
religious persuasion made the early construction of a rural 
church. possible, but this was the exception rather than the 
rule. All Saints’ Church, Pleasant Valley, built in 1906 and St. 
George’s Chureh, Stretton, are examples. Tslay, of course, had 
doth an Anglican and Presbyterian Church by 1906. 
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Steam engineers, policemen, storekeepers, and men holding 
degrees in arts could’be found amongst the settlers. A number 
had picked up a smattering of a second and even third language. 
Alf Hollington remembers overhearing: Jack Lively use a Hindu- 
stani expression in speaking to his dog. Conversation then re- 
vealed that both men had been in South Africa. Many had 
been farmers and would continue farming on the new frontier. 
Many had no intention of remaining farmers, viewing the grant 
of 160 acres of land as an opportunity to amass a little eapital 
and get into some other line of work and investment. 


Pioneering threw into close contact with each other people 
who had grown up in the most highly industrialized country in 
the world and people who had come from another agricultural 
frontier. What one didn’t know about farming the other could 
fell him, And, vice versa, when it came to community organi- 
zation the man from the more mature culture was able and 
willing to supply the leadership. 





‘This brief sketch would not be complete without mention 
of that intangible factor, the pioneer spirit. People liked to 
‘get together; liked to attend meetings. A common expression 
of the time was, “If you can't boost, don’t knock”, Accordingly, 
it was not hard to get people to assume public’ responsibility 
As it turned out there was plenty of opportunity for public 
service. Soon every school district would have its board. ‘The 








new nine-township municipalities each needed a full slate of 
councillors, and in time municipal hospital boards would be 
required, 
Doctors 

Dr. Walsh 1908 
Dr. Stanley Mahood 1911-1912 
Dr. Christopher Howson 1912-1914 
Dr. Frank Gray 1914 
Dr. Christopher Howson 1914-1915, 1916 
Dr. J. J. Knoll 1918 
Dr. G, A. Minorgan 1919-1920 
Dr. H. Armstrong: 1920-1926 
Dr. B. E. Knapp 1926-1931 
Dr. Barden 1981-1985 
Dr. A. H. Sweet 1985 
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CHAPTER THREE 
A HOSPITAL IS NEEDED 


Jack Lively, was born in Sussex, England, in 1877. After 
signing on as “‘ship’s boy” on a 200-ton British barque, the 
George Seymour, he spent a number of years knocking around 
in South Africa, Argentina and Chile. He worked as guide, 
geographer, cowboy, and naturalist’s assistant, and served in 
the Boer War. In 1905 he married Ellen Teetgén, a girl he had 
met in Sussex, and they settled in Patagonia, Argentina. She 
didn't Iike Patagonia, and he tired of it, s0 they decided to 

to Rio De Janeiro. "Yellow fever was raging in Rio, and the 
authorities wouldn't let them go ashore, s0 the ship’ took the 
couple on its return passage to Hingland. "In England they heard 
of homesteading opportunities in western Canada, and decided 
to give it a try, arriving in eastern Alberta in June, 1906. 


‘They had a letter of introduction to Rev. Lloyd, who had 
come out with the Barr Colony. ‘Their homestead ‘was west 
of the colony's eastern edge, on NE 30-51-8 W4, Bill Belleham- 
bers has told us that Howard Thor's house was built by Jack 
Lively. Mrs, Lively was a nurse, with a certificate in midwifery. 
She had a great many calls away from home, one from 80 miles 
north. In telling this part of the story we are privileged to be 
able to quote Mrs. Lively herself, who lives with her daughter 
in Salsbury, New Hampshire. 











“In our time travel was by buggy or oxeart over prairie 
trails, so we didn’t go far afield. Somehow it got out that I 
was a nurse, “Thad many calls away from home, women asking 
me to take them into my house for their confinement. I had 
many more calls than I could possibly care for in my home, and 
T couldn't very well leave home, having a small child and farm 
work to do. "There was no hospital between Lloydminster and 
Edmonton at that time, and no doctor.” (Editor's Note: here 
‘Mrs. Lively is writing about the period before 1910. Vegreville 
Hospital was established in 1910.) 


“There were many incidents of greater or less importance, 
One time I went to a sick woman who had acute appendicitis. 
Tt was impossible to move her. She died.” 


“Another time Jack and I came across a man lying senseless 
in his hayfield. He had fallen off the load and dislocated his 
shoulder. We fixed him up as well as possible and carted him 
into Islay, to the Hospital. He thanked his lucky stars that 
he had bought a ten-dollar ticket. He was a bachelor, and 
lived alone, On our way home we called on his nearest neighbor, 
also a bachelor, who went over and tended his oxen, patiently 
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waiting in the corral to be unhitched, unloaded the hay and did 
other chores.” " (Bditor’s Note: ‘The reader will pardon us for 
getting a bit ahead of the story here. We thought it appropriate 
to include the story at this point.) Incidents ike this, Mrs, 
Lively points out, proved “the need for a hospital, for expectant 
mothers, and bachelors, vietims of accident with no one to 
‘are for them, and so on.” But all was not tragedy, as this 
following passage shows: 


“Those were wonderful days. Talk about the wide open 
spaces! “They were there indeed. And the people, though 
scattered, were so really friendly, and our get-togethers 80 
happy that life was truly worth living. No roads, no telephone, 
no radio or TV. Mail from Islay once a week, when one man, 
going to town, would bring out letters and soon for all. those 
‘whose places he passed. A traveller, stranded, would be put 
up for the night, given supper, a shake down, breakfast, and 
sent on his way.’ Sometimes he'd give a hand with the chores, 
or milking, by way of payment. Nobody ever locked their doors 
at night, or if they went off for a trip.” 





Left fe ight: Unidomtitiod, Mrs, G. J. Lively, Miss 
‘de 8. Tostgen ("Groen Vell", Mr. 6. Livaly"Phate 
‘akon in New Hampshire sbout 1955. 


In 1909, when Mrs. Lively was expecting, another baby, 
her sister Miss Ada B. Teetgen came out to help her. ‘The 
baby, William John Joseph Lively, arrived safely in June of 
that’ year, However, like many’ babies born in those early 
years, his stay with the happy parents was not long. Tle died 
July idth, 1909, at the age of 1 month and ten days. 


We must consider this event of first importance in our 
story. Had this child lived there is little doubt that the Livelys 
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would have been a very happy couple, and Miss ‘Teetgen a most 
devoted aunt. There can also be little doubt, that Islay would 
have waited many more years for the establishment of a hospi- 
tal, if indeed a hospital were started at all, That there was 
need for a hospital there ean be no doubt. Everyone knew that 
2 hospital was necessary. Babies were being born, people were 
getting sick, aecidents were happening. But then, these things 
have always been humanity’s lot, and what is everyone's busi- 
ness is often nobody’s business. "The passage of time dulls the 
edge of sorrow, and a little grave in a country graveyard is 
easily forgotten, ‘That. there was the economie possibilty of 
establishing a hospital ina raw new country was something 
less easy to see. It appears to have been the Livelys and Miss 
‘Teetgen who first saw this possibility. It is absolutely certain 
that the establishment of a hospital, in particular a maternity 
hospital, became no less than a “white passion” for this trio, 


Mrs, Susan Springford remembers that the baby died from 
suffocation. Tt had turned on its face, and Mrs. Lively found 
it dead, A doctor has stated that, if ‘this occurred, the child 
most likely had pneumonia, and should have been receiving 
special eare of a kind possible only in a hospital. 





BABY 0° MINE 


Why didst thou come to me, Baby 0’ mine? 
If not to stay with me, Baby’ o’ mine? 

Soft, clutching hands 1 feel 

Stronger than bands of steel 

Left wounds that never heal, Baby o’ mine? 


Why ‘didst thou go away, Baby o' mine? 
Just called in on your way, Baby o” mine? 
Star dust thou travelled through 

Had filled those eyes of blue 

Say are the legends true, Baby o” mine? 





‘Tell me is sorrow vain, Baby 0’ mine? 

Say is there wasted pain, Baby o” mine? 
Oh can you tell me why 

Why worlds and children die 
Is there some reason why, Baby o’ mine? 








Why dost not speak to me,.Baby o’ mine? 
How can I seek for thee,’ Baby o’ mine? 
Now thou art wiser far 

Than all our wisest are 

Oh, answer from thy star, Baby o 


—by Jack Lively 
(From The Palette—by Jack Lively Copyright 1955) 


24 











‘Mrs, W. R. Kent was able to fill in details concertiing the 
event. ‘Miss Teetgen called at our home at Streamstown to 
arrange with my father for the burial of Mrs, Lively’s baby. 
My father, the Rev. R. Smyth, was the minister at the time 
He was first Anglican minister at Marwayne-Streamstown. 
‘The baby’s grave is in the Streamstown cemetery, whieh is one 
mile east and one half mile south of the corner ‘south of that 
town.” 


Miss Teetgen was to refer to the death of her sister's 
baby many times in the next several years, There is an article 
in the Edmonton Journal for August 19, 1911, which includes 
this statement: “It was over the body ‘of a little dead child 
~her own sister's child—that she resolved to do something to 
ameliorate the lot of prairie women.” 


Probably the first people to hear of the idea of a hospital 
were the people of the distriet immediately east and south of 
the Lively homestead. Perhaps it was first publicly voiced 
at Stretton School, at that time the closest school to the Lively 
farm, At any rate Mrs, Lively mentions Charlie Springii 
“Capiain” Ashworth, and the Morgan brothers, Perey and Vin- 
cent, as among the first to give approval, encouragement, and 
support to the idea, 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


A HOSPITAL IS PLANNED 


We do not find reference to the Hospital project again until 
the summer of 1911, At that time so many of the details of 
the plan have been worked out that we know that much hard 
‘work must have been done in the preceding two years. ‘To Mrs. 
Lively went the task of drawing up the original plans for the 
Hospital; “I planned a wide stairway with ample turning-room 
‘at the top for stretcher cases.” ‘The other essential features of 
the plan drawn up by Mrs. Lively were later elaborated as to 
drainage and lighting, and blueprinted by James Henderson, 
an Edmonton architect. Mrs, Lively anticipated that there 
would be emergencies, and left a wide upstairs hall so that 
eds could be put in’it when necessary. This upstairs hall 
came in very handy in the flu epidemic in 1918, when it was 
filled with beds. We shall hear more about this upper hall 
in another connection. 


‘The financial details had also to be thought through clearly. 
From the very beginning there was a determination that the 
Hospital was not to be “a money-making affair or a divided- 
earning concern”. Some time in early summer of 1911 Miss 
‘Teetgen made a trip ‘‘to the borders of Alaska—to find out how 
they run the hospitals in the logging and mining camps of B.C. 
It is done on the plan of a ten-dollar subscription, per year, por 
man.” So roported the Edmonton Journal for August 21, 1911. 
‘The subscriber “would be entitled to free treatment at the 
hospital for himself and his wife, and possibly for his children 
during the current year of subscription.” "This theme runs 
through all the reports that can be found concerning early 
financing of the Hospital. The phrase “‘run in the interests of 
nobody's pockets but the patients’” appears in the preface of 
her hook A’ White Passion and can be considered as her central 
argument. 


‘There was only one difficulty, and a very important one. 
Miss Teetgen probably spoke in every school-house in the area 
tributary to Islay between the Battle River and the Saskatehewan, 
and knew that she had the moral support of nearly every family. 
She knew that the sale of 300 ten-dollar tickets would ensure 
the Hospital an income of three thousand dollars yearly. On 
paper the scheme had to work. The troubles was that there 
just wasn’t any surplus cash in the country. Many a struggling 
farm family would like to have taken advantage of the plan, 
‘but the ten dollars couldn’t be found. This may seem incredible 
to us in the 1960's, but we have been told of a farm family whose 
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cash capital during one entire pioneer winter was twenty-five 
cents. Several times during that long winter the couple debated 
earnestly whether certain things were important enough to spend 
the twenty-five cent piece on, and decided against it, Such a 
pioneer couple might be whole-heartedly behind Miss ‘Tectgen’s 
Proposal, but couldn’t do much about it: 


‘There were those who would help whether they had money 
or not, as Tom Lee can testify; “I came to Islay in March, 1906, 
and that fall my wife had to go to the hospital in Edmonton for 
confinement. ‘That almost ruined me as far as funds were 
concerned. “When I heard the first rumors of a Hospital at 
Islay I was greatly interested, and am still a strong supporter 
and defender of Islay Hospital.” 


Sometime in the early summer of 1911, discussions had 
reached the point whore a Hospital Board had’ been elected, and 
the Board had formally invited the Vietorian Order of Nurses 
to interest themselves in the project. ‘The Edmonton Journal 
for August 19, 1911, points out that “in order to make application 
for assistance out of the Lady Minto fund a certain amount of 
‘money must be in hand.” 


JIn this conneetion it ig interesting to learn that in 1905 
the Lloydminster Hospital Committee had made application for 
assistance from this same fund. The Lloydminster Times for 
December 5, 1905 carries an account of a meeting concerning 
the proposed hospital. Rev. IR. MacNamara told. the meeting 
that “the ‘Lady Minto Hospital Society’ intended putting up 
a building somewhere between Saskatoon and Edmonton, and 
asked why it should not be in Lloydminster”. At that time the 
Lloydminster group had only $960 in hand, and it, may have 
been the reason why Dr. Amos, in answering, said he thought 
“the chances of obtaining the ald of the Socisty very remote.” 


To return to the first Hospital Board, only two published 
references to it have been found. When tenders are called for 
in November, 1911, Mr, Brockenshar is mentioned as Chairman 
of the Board.’ The Vermilion Standard for June 5, 1912, mentions 
Miss A. B. Teetgen as honorary secretary. As ‘Tom Lee recalls, 
the rest of the Board were as follows: Neil McBachern, Mra 
Mooney, Mrs. Waterfield, George Davison, R. A. Wilson, and 
‘Tom Lee. J.'T. Fyfe was secretary. “They ail, gave theit ser- 
vices free as there was no pay nor any mileage.” 


One fact is worthy of mention. The first Board contained 
two women. This was in tune with the democratic spirit of the 
frontier, Tt would be many years before a Privy Council would 
decide that women were “‘persons” and eligible for appointment 
to the Senate. ‘The people of a pioneer district decided this for 
themselves, and elected two women to the founding Board of 
their Hospital, 
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Miss Teetgen and the Islay Hospital Board had a problem 
to solve in the summer of 1911. ‘They had asked the V.O.N. 
for help; the V.ON. help was conditional on a certain amount 
of money being raised locally; there was little money to be 
found locally. 


On July 15 a Hospital Fund had been inaugurated before an 
enthusiastic meeting, and nearly $200 was subscribed. 


An excursion train may have suggested an answer to Miss 
‘Teetgen and the Hospital Committee. A number of Edmonton 
businessmen had been making a good-will tour of northern 
Alberta, familiarizing themselves with the prospects for growth 
in the area using Edmonton as wholesale centre. F, 'T. Fraser 
was secretary in charge of arrangements. The train was due 
in Islay about noon, July 19, and was to make a few minutes 
stop. What happened in Islay was recorded in next day's 
Edmonton Journal: “Islay was reached a few minutes after 
noon, and here we were met by the most enterprising party. 
we have so far happened on. Mr. Brockenshar, president of 
the local board of trade, met us on the platform, and in a few 
well-chosen words weledmed us to Islay. As an offering of 
weleome he tendered a box of good cigars, which he hoped 
would ‘last us as far as the next town’, Mr. A. C. Fraser 
accepted the gift and thanked him and his fellow fownsmen 
for their weleome, and expressed the hope that the town of 
Islay would grow and prosper. It was then that the president 
of the Board of Trade showed his generalship. Presenting three 
ladies to members of our party he sat back to watch develop- 
ments, and it was not long before Mrs. Brockenshar and the 
Misses Teetgen made their mission known.” (Note: The reporter 
must have mistaken the identity of the third lady. Mrs. Lively 
has told of a Miss Fageant who often accompanied Miss 
Teetgen on speaking tours.) 


“For some time it has been felt that an hospital was 
necessary to Islay, and these ladies have given much of their 
time and services to the raising of the needed funds, The town 
authorities have Kindly provided the site, and funds are still 
needed in order to complete the amount necessary to build the 
hospital. Owing to the shortness of the time at Islay, it was 
impossible to hear all that the ladies had to say, and they were 
accordingly asked to join our party till such a time as we could 
make connections with the morning train from Edmonton that 
was due to meet us at the next siding.” 














Help Town's Hospital 


“Accordingly the ladies and Mr. Brockenshar boarded the 
train and before long had succeeded in reducing the sum needed 
by a further fitty-five dollars that was cheerfully subscribed 
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by the members of the excursion. After having thanked us 
and received our best wishes for the accomplishment of their 
desires in the matter of completing the sum, they left the 
train.” 





We have no record of how Mr. Brockenshar and the three 
ladies got back to Islay! 


‘The Hospital Committee were active again a few days 
later when the Islay Sports Day was held on July 25th. The 
Journal reported that “The Hospital Committee by subscription 
land sale of tags realized just under $100 during the afternoon, 
and a very successful dance at night brought $80 more towards 
the same purpose.” 


Mrs. T. Torrance (nee Threadgold) remembers Miss Teetgen 
putting a band around her arm and putting her to work collect- 
ing for the fund, 








We have no clues as to what happened in the next several 
weeks. No doubt there was great activity somewhere, At 
any rate we can pick up Miss Teetgen’s trail in Edmonton 
again in mid-August, ‘The Alberta Medical Association Con- 
vention was held in the week beginning August 14. One of 
the buildings used was ‘‘the old high school building on College 
Avenue”—to quote from the Journal—near where the Public 
Library is now located, The “‘separate school”—probably St. 
Joseph's on 108 Street, was also the scene of some meetings. 
‘The topics were of intorest to Miss Teotgen. Dr. Stewart, of 
Camrose, spoke on “Provincial Grants to Hospitals”. Dr. Me- 
Phedran, of the University of Toronto, also spoke, as did Dr. 
Christopher Graham, a member of the staff of the Mayo 
Clinic. “This convention and another medical convention held 
in the summer of 1912 are telescoped into one in the chapter 
‘of A White Passion entitled “The Authorities That Be”. ‘The 
Interested reader may wish to compare the topics mentioned 
above with those alluded to in the chapter mentioned. However, 
more of this at a more appropriate point. 


By Saturday, August, 19, 1911, Miss Teetgen’s efforts had 
come to the attention of the Edmonton Journal, which reported 
in its column, “Of Interest to Women”; “Miss Teetgen, of 
Islay is in town soliciting subscriptions for the erection of a 
small hospital in her town, There is no doctor nearer than 
Kitscoty, and no district nurse.” “There is but one woman 
in the vicinity who is a fully qualified nurse, but there are 
many, women, all of whom are keenly interested in the experi 
ment.” 




















The same day reference was made to Miss Teetgen under 
fair Notes”, but in a slightly different vein; “A noticeable 
figure at the fair was Miss Teetgen, a young English girl 
from Islay, who, it will be remembered, “held up’ the busi- 
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ness men’s excursion train at that point and demanded dona 
tions—not at the point of a bayonet but at the point of a most 
disarming smile—for her hospital schemes. She is six feet 
two, very slender and very blonde, and wears a flowing veil 
of green and white. 

These particulars are given for purposes of identification. 

She does her work well, and no man escapes her eagle 
eye. The little fellows try to hide behind the bigger men 
or women's hats, But there is no escape. “Tommy” Whitelaw 
was one of the first vietims in the grandstand yesterday, and 
there were others too numerous to mention. 


‘This lady of the flowing veil happened to be standing 
near a group of men in the enclosure near the racetrack. One 
of the bettors, little dreaming of danger, boasted in a loud 
voiee that he had just won three pools. 

‘Pardon Mo,’ said the lady very politely, stepping forward 
in a slightly intrusive manner, ‘but would you mind giving that 
to my hospital?” 

Without a murmur (outwardly, that is) the collection 
was handed over. 

‘Never again’, sighed he—afterwards.” 

The article quoted above makes mention of the flowing 
green and white Vell. Reports from Monday, August 21, 1911, 
Speak of her simply as “Green Veil”, a nickname which was 
to be used again in 1912 news reports. A long article pub- 
lished on that date gives complete coverage of the Islay 
‘Hospital project. 

Many items of interest to us are included. For example: 
“She wants $1,500, or at most $2,000, of which’ $700 have been 
collected. within month.” Again, “a friend of the project 
hhas volunteered to dig the 75 foot well We must get. the 
foundation dug before the frost sets in, or it is goodbye to 
all our ‘hopes for another year.” Evidently. Miss Teetgen 
approached those in charge at the fair grounds, for we find 
this: “Green Veil came to Edmonton a week ago to collect 
at the fair—if everybody at the fair would have given her 
five cents, hor little hospital would have been built and endowed 
five times over—but it was not allowed, and her only alternative 
wwas to walk up and down the street, in and out of offices, and 
round and round the hotel rotunda with her collection box.” 

‘She moved in other circles too; “yerybody from his honor 
the “Lieutenant-Governor and Premier’ Sifton (who have 
helped. her, not only with generous donations, but even more 
with thorough approval of the work and appreciation of her 
Scheme, as also have the daughters of the city), has been most 
kind, most courteous, and most encouraging. One charming old 


* Most likely one of the wellarilling partnership of Fredericks and Peterson. 
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gentleman, whom the Green Veil met by chance on the sidewall, 
gave her $30 then and there, and she would have kissed him 
for it on the spot, but for fear of scandalizing the length and 
breadth of Jasper Avenue.” 


A Kiss for a Furnace 

“Green Veil would kiss anybody who would give her a 
furnace, a heater, a bath tub ora half dozen beds. Messrs. 
Sommerville, the Hudson's Bay Company, Campbell Company, 
Blowey Henty Company, Mr. Gorman of Gorman, Clancey and 
Grindley, the manager of the Capitol Theatre, ete., have all 
promised her subscriptions in kind, but she hardly hopes they 
will run to such gifts as these. She is not allowed to say 
how good the C.N.R. is going to be in the cause of Islay 
Hospital.” 

‘The significance of the hospital effort was not overlooked; 
“If the experiment we are trying at Islay on these lines should 
prove @ success, it might, as I said before, serve as a working 
‘model for hospitals in the outlying districts all over the province.” 

‘The articles close with this message: “Watch out then, 
please, and ive Green Vell that $300, everyone as much as 

is good western heart may prompt, and the Green Veil promises 
not to come back until she has something to show for Edmonton's 
money and Edmonton’s charity, and only wants the wherewithal 
to finish the work in which Edmonton has helped so royally.” 

This long article appears over the name of Elizabeth 
Walmsley. 

With the close of the Edmonton Exhibition in mid-August 
the only large concentrations of people near at hand would 
be the western militia camps. Tt has been impossible to deter 
mine how many of these camps Miss Teetgen visited, but 
it is certain that she visited at least one, and with considerable 
success, An advertisement placed in The Legionary for February, 
1962, brought the following letter 

“see by the Lost Trails column in the February Legionary 
you are asking if anyone recalls a lady appealing for an hospital 
fund at Camp Sewell. I was doing my first soldiering there 
in 1911 with the 98th Infantry Regiment Canadian Militia, 
Col. D. C, MacKenzie Commanding Officer. I recall the Colonel 
one day ‘introducing a lady who made an appeal for funds 
for an hospital somewhere in the West. From what I remember 
of her talk it was going to be an hospital something on lines 
of the Red Cross Hospitals we have in ‘Northern Ontario, ‘Out 
post Hospitals’ they are called. 

After dismissal our officer came around with a subseription 
list, and, as I remember, the response was very good. Hoping 
‘this bit of information will be of some use to you, I remain, 
W. D. MacMillan.” 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


ON THE HILL WEST OF THE TOWN 


If the donation of money towards a project is equivalent 
to the purchase of shares in it, the still unbuilt Islay Hospital 
had shareholders throughout the length and breadth of western 
Canada by the end of August, 1911. Some time in the fall of 
1911 this wide base of ownership was broadened still further by 
the participation of the Victorian Order of Nurses. Evidently 
the amount of money raised “locally” was satisfactory, from the 
point of view of the V.O.N., for the long-awaited grant came 
through in due course, and the Hospital was signed over to the 
Order. When completed it would be the Islay Lady Minto 
Cottage Hospital, the name “Lady Minto” referring to the 
Honorary President of the V.O.N. from 1899-1905, under whose 
auspices the Cottage Hospital idea was developed. Further 
grants would come through at intervals, but construction could 
begin with the receipt of the first. 


The October 25, 1911, issue of the Vermilion Standard 
carried a notice that’ tenders would be received "by the chair 
man of the Islay Hospital Board for the stone work on the 
Islay Hospital, up until Wednesday evening November 1, 1911. 
Work to commence on November 6, and to be completed by 
November 11, 1911.” Plans and specifications could be seen 
at the office ‘of the chairman of the board, and at the office 
of C. V. Caesar, Vermilion, ‘Three months before Mr. Brocken- 
shar had introduced three ladies to a group of businessmen and 
at back to watch developments”. Now the plans could be 
seen at his office! They were getting the foundation done 
“before the frost sets in”. Ernie Moore got the contract for 
the cellar and the stone foundation. 


The Vermilion Standard for November 1 printed, the call 
for tenders for the erection of a hospital building. Plans and 
specifications could be seen at Henderson's office in Edmonton 
and at D. H, Moore's office in Islay as well as at the offices 
Mentioned in the first notice. Construction must have begun 
almost immediately, as the Standard for December 13, 1911, 
says in part: “The Hospital building is well under way, the 
walls being up and the roof on, Standing on the hill west of 
the town, it adds greatly to the appearance. of Islay.” ‘This 
must surely be the first mention of the Hospital as an accom- 
plished fact, and the first printed use of the now well-known 
phrase “on the hill", with reference to the Hospital, The news 
item which contains’ the statement tells of a banquet, sponsored 
by Islay Board of Trade, in honor of Mrs. Lively and Miss 
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‘Teetgen, who were about to depart for Kngland. Mrs. Brocken- 
shar, Mis. A. Gilchrist, and Mrs. J. T. Fyfe were the committee 
in charge. Mr. Brockenshar acted as master of ceremonies, and 
& cheque was presented to Miss Teetgen “‘that she might get 
with it something that would be a little souvenir of the place 
and her strenuous summer's campaign here”. Miss. Teetgen 
thanked the people of Islay, and a short musical programm: 
followed, Miss Teetgen and Mrs. Lively contributing two patriotic 
songs by the Canadian song” writer Mrs. Lemon. A’ dance 
concluded the evening's entertainment, 





Fred Guptil was awarded the contract for the framework 
of the Hospital. Jim Carey remembers working for Guptil 
through most of the winter of 1911 and 1912. Chapter ‘Ten of 
‘A White Passion describes the new building's construction, as 
follows: “At the beginning, in December, a few uprights 
sketched out a new object on the skyline, and it was odd, from 
the look of those first few joints and beams, and of the rough 
dug cellar underneath them, how small a building it promised 
to be. But later when the’ walls were finished and the roof 
laid on and the plasterers had all their work cut out to keep 
the fires going and the plaster soft, the clear ample rooms 
Tooked immense.” 





In the meantime Miss Teetgen was not idle in England. ‘The 
story can be pieced together from accounts in the Vermilion 
Standard, the Edmonton Journal, and the book “A White Pas- 
sion”. Donations from London sources swelled the amount raised 
“Jocaily” to around $3,000. One English lady gave sixteen pairs 
of pillow cases, and another contributed the salary of a nurse 
for three years. On the return trip a ‘Toronto gentleman gave 
‘@ cheque to pay for the fitting up of the operating “theatre’ 
and there is a persistent legend that the large desk that was 
in the upper hall for many years was donated by a Montreal 
person, ‘The June 5th, 1912; issue of the Vermilion Standard 
saluted Islay editorially. “Ten months ago there was nothing 
of it (the Hospital), today there is a neat little building equipped 
throughout and with nurses and a Doctor in charge.”—"All 
honor to Miss Teetgen, Well done, Islay!” 











A few days later the nurse in charge opened a new register 
and recorded the name of the first maternity patient, Mrs, 
George Wilson, " Next day she recorded the arrival of the first 
baby born in the Hospital, “Baby Wilson”. Te would be named 
Lome Minto Wilson in honor of Lady Minto and her Islay Cottage 
Hospital. ‘The doctor in charge was Dr. Howson, 


Here we come upon one of those mysteries that so ta 
historians and make them realize how great their limitations 
are, Mrs. Wilson was the first maternity case, and Lorne Minto 
Wilson the first baby. Of this there is no doubt. Local tradition 
agrees with the evidence in the neatly-kept register. But was 
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Mrs. Wilson. the first patient? And who was the first nurse? 
‘Local tradition is not at all unanimous on these points, and it 
appears that, the complete story will likely never be told, although 
glimpses of it can be caught from the accounts of several people, 
and from oblique allusions in A White Passion, 


Mrs. Lively tells the story this way: “Bessie (Miss Teetgen) 
contracted smallpox after addressing a carful of immigrants, and 
naturally T went to look after her. ‘The Hospital was’ just 
finished at that time, but was without a nursing staff, One 
private ward was resdy but there was only the housekeeper 
and her “‘chore boy” husband to look after the place. The great 
thing, of course, was to prevent the news leaking out or goodbye 
to everything, our hopes and those of prospective cases—for the 
Hospital was meant primarily for maternity cases. ‘The doctor 
forbade all visitors, and one day when the minister called to see 
my sister, the housekeeper, opening, the front door to him, said, 
“Tt isn’t any good you calling, she’s sick, and I ain't going to 
tell no lies, she’s got the measles!” ‘That tickled us all, for my 
husband knew the truth too. A maternity case was’ booked, 
and due, before my sister was really well enough to be moved, 
but we fustled her out to the farm. My husband turned our 
outdoor dairy into a room for her, and I went back to the Hospital 
to help Dr. Howson with the first patient, whose confinement 
was fortunately delayed.” 























Evidently Miss Teetgen was herself the first patient, by a 
set of circumstances which are entively understandable,” Mrs, 
Ulva MacFadyen tells of secing Miss Teetgen, green veil lowing 
Dehind, striding across to the railway station to canvass immi 
grant trains for funds, “Mrs. Douglas Thorley (nee Sadie Con- 
hon) remembers that Miss ‘Tecigen sometimes dressed in white, 
4s a nurse, when she did this canvassing. It is understandable 
that she could catch smallpox from one of these trains, and just 
as understandable that she would be put in the still empty Hos- 
pital for care 


Understandable, that is, to a layman unfamiliar with the 
standards agreed upon by medical authorities. 


Why the secrecy? Public fear of smallpox has to be taken 
into account, as well as probable censure on the part of the 
Vietorian Order of Nurses. 





If Miss Teetgen was the first patient, Mrs. Lively was the 
first nurse, but neither fact is to be found in the Hospital's 
register! 


‘Ask most people who the first matron was and the answer 
comes, “Miss Dorway.” Ask who the first nurse was and the 
answer comes, “Miss Murray”. But it appears very probable 
that another nurse deserves a place in our narrative. She eame 
alone, at a most inopportunte time, and as a represontative of 
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Mary Ard Mackenzie, Chief Superintendent of the V.0.N. She, 
as a representative of the Order, did not approve of ‘smallpox 
patients in maternity hospitals, and made this clear to all con- 
cerned. It also appears that she was on hand to help Dr. Howson 
deliver Mrs. Wilson's baby. She was Miss Pringle, whom Mrs, D. 
Houston remembers becoming a close friend of her mother, Mrs. 
Mooney, then a member of the Hospital Board. Mrs. J.T. 
Fyfe remembers Miss Pringle too, and is most emphatic that 
Miss Pringle was at the Hospital before Miss Dorway and Miss 
Murray. Correspondence with the V.O.N. has revealed that 
they have no record of Miss Pringle. However, correspondence 
also reveals that all records pertaining to the Cottage Hospitals 
have been destroyed, as the V.O.N. is no longer operating them. 
Accordingly, we feel duty bound to mention Miss Pringle as our 
informants on the subject have proved reliable in so many other 











Miss Teetgen, in her book, las dealt, with the difficulties 
in getting and Keeping staff in 1912. Evidently several. sets 
of housekeeping staff eame and went, as there was a shortage 
of help in western Canada at. the time. Mrs, Douglas Thorley 
(nee Sadie Connon) has written to say: “I worked in. the 
Hospital the summer of 1912, as did Miss Tectgen.” Mrs. ‘Thor- 
ley recalls that Miss ‘Teetgen sent. her a layette for her baby 
daughter born in Islay Hospital in June, 1918. Mrs. Chas, 
Springford recalls that Miss. Teetgen met her at a farmers) 
pienie in the summer of 1912 and persuaded her and Mr. Spring 
ford to come and help out until they eould get permanent help 
was at Islay Hospital,” Mrs. Springford writes, “while Miss 
‘Teetgen was in Edmonton collecting money at the Fair for Islay 
Hospital”. Mr. Springford “was a contractor at that time so 
he did quite a bit of work on the Hospital. I think T'was there 
six weeks”. Miss Teetgen was in Edmonton in August of 1912, 
0 we know that the Springfords were on the Hospital staff 
in that month, ‘There were five patients, two nurses, husband, 
the litle daughter, four years, and mysett. ‘The doctor implored 
me to stay”, concludes Mrs. Springford. Matron Dorway, and 
Nurse Murray had evidently arrived by them. Mr. Albert Cleve- 
Jand worked at the Hospital for a time after Mrs. Cleveland 
was admitted as a patient on September 7, 1912. Mrs. Joe Ure 
{ells that her father built the dumb-waiter and many’ small 
items of furniture, including patients’ bedside tables, receiving 
his board in return for this work. This arrangoment was suit= 
able for all concerned, tiding the Hospital over a difficult time, 
and allowing Mr. Cleveland to be near his wife. 











Bill Bellchambers remembers working with a telephone crew 
in the summer of 1912, installing the telephone system. The 
boss was Alex McLeod. 'MeLeod invited the nurses down to look 
at their camp. A new hospital, and now telephone services. 
Improvements were coming thick and fast! 
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‘Mrs, Eleanor Farley (nee Kennedy) tells about selling vege- 
tables and wild fruit to the Hospital. “We carried it six miles 
from the homestead as we didn't have any horses at the time.” 


Have we lost sight of our story in our preoccupation with 
the details of the Hospital's opening? Islay Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital was open in the summer of 1912, making it possible 
for a doctor to give his patients the best care possible outside 
of a major city. In the area east of Edmonton, Daysland, 
Vegreville, Lloydminster and Lashburn were the only centres 
to have hospitals then, although Lamont’s hospital would open 
in September of the same year. The list of patients’ addresses 
shown in the Hospital's register tells the story eloquently. Fort 
Pitt, Blackfoot, Frog Lake, Vermilion, Cold Lake, Pleasant Valley, 
‘Tring, Karlie, Landonville, Vanesti, thelwyn, Willow Creek, 
Riverton, Lea Park—these’ names give an indication of the dis- 
tances travelled by patients to come to hospital in the two years 
after 1912, 
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CHAPTER SIX 
‘THE SECOND SUMMER CAMPAIGN, 


‘The Hospital was open, but not finished, There was no 
plumbing, and the heating was inadequate, One large heater just 
inside the downstairs hall and another at the end of the upstairs 
ll provided the heat, with, of course, a kitchen stove in the 
Kitchen, ‘There was no fire eseape, and the front porch 
for by the plans had yet to be built, Miss Teetgen re 
that it would be easier to keep hospital staff if these 
Were provided. But there was no money to pay for 
Money would have to be found somewhere. 








Once again August found her in Bamonton. This time she 
could say that the Hospital was functioning, but needed to be 
finished. ‘The argument seems to have been very persuasive, 
Judging’ from the results obtained. And once again events 
were on her side. This time the Canadian Medical Association 
was meeting in Edmonton, sessions starting on August 7. Dr. 
Whitelaw is mentioned as a member of the committee in charge. 
Dr. G. H.W. Ryan and Dr. T. G. Head-Patrick represented 
Vermilion. 





Edna Kells’ column “A Number of Things” gave Miss Teet- 
gen plenty of, space in which to give the Hospital’s progress, 
Dut the name “Green Veil” is used throughout, "Now the request 
is that, 500 men will step forward and contribute two dollars 
each; “The Green Veil is as grateful for quarters as for dollars, 
Five cents count.” Premier Sifton headed the subscription list 
with fifty dollars. Evidently Sifton was regarding the project 
with considerable interest. More about this in its proper place, 


‘The Monday, August 12, 1912, issue of the Journal carried 
what amounts to’the first official inspection report that. we have 
concerning the Hospital. It was published in the form of a 
letter to the editor. 








A Worthy Appeal 


“<Bditor The Journal—Sir; T noticed in the last night's issue 
of the Journal a letter over the pseudonym of the Green Veil 
appealing for $1,000 for Islay Hospital. 


I visited this building last month for the purpose of making 
an official inspection, and T have pleasure in stating that the 
Hospital is well built, and when completed will be admirably 
adapted for the purpose for which it is intended. It is situated 
in a well-populated district: but the settlers are poor. ‘The need 
for such an institution at Islay is very great, 
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‘The provincial government gives a yearly grant for hospitals 
that reach a certain standard of efficiency, and that have shown 
their raison «etre by admitting and treating patients, the amount 
of the grant depending on the number of patients treated in 
the hospital: but the government does not build or equip hos- 
pitals, 


I do not know Green Veil except officially, and I am not 
interested in Islay Hospital. I have not been asked to write 
in support of the Green Veil's appeal but I think it would be 
deplorable if the scheme were to fall through for the want of 
$31,000, after the hereulean efforts that have been made to build 
the Hospital, and I venture to ask for space in your paper in 
the hope that this letter may influence two or three who are 
undecided whether or not Islay Hospital is worthy of their 
charitable assistance, 
I understand that donations will be received and acknow!- 
edged by the secretary of the Hospital at Islay. 
Yours Truly, 
V. E. Barrow, Provineial Medical 


Inspector of Health, Edmonton, 
August 10, 1912." 











The direction in which official thinking was moving—or 
being urged to move—may be seen in certain statements in the 
same day's accounts of Miss Teetgen’s activities. First the meet- 
ings of the U.F.A. “in the scattered prairie schoolhouses” are 
mentioned. “Little knots of earnest-minded men gather 

to thresh out the meaning and application of the acts of ‘the 
legislatures. ‘The Green Veil has seen them at it in a haze 
of smoke, trimming the solitary lamp from time to time that 
threatened to-go out and leave them in the double darkness 
of night and parliamentary phraseology”. Municipal business 
is boing discussed: “In that neighborhood again the people 
have just formed a new municipality under the rural munici- 
cipalities act, upon the attitude of which towards this prairie 
hospital will depend its whole future, Alberta legislators know 
how much of eletoral education must precede the effectiveness 























“The Green Veil cannot expect the newly formed muni- 
cipality of Streamstown and the new councillors of it to. take 
upon themselves the responsibility of the maintenance of this 
little hospital at Islay unless she can urge it upon them by 
handing it over solvent and finished.” 


‘The Municipality of Streamstown was just being formed— 
Vermilion Valley would be formed in 1913 and Grizaly Bear 
in 1914—but Green Veil was already looking forward to muni- 
cipal assumption of responsibility for hospital services. Years 
would pass and a great war would be fought before the idea 
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would receive expression in the Municipal Hospitals Act. No 
doubt Miss Teetgen had the Lloydminster experiment in the 
hack of her mind—we have heen told that had any one challenged 
the legality of the municipal arrangement working there it 
might have been found “ultra vires” by the courts—and she was 
using her influence in circles where it would be most effective. 


A few days later, August 15, 1912, Journal readers heard 
of Green Vell again.’ Dr. MacKid “found a moment for her” 
at the Canadian Medical Association Convention. “Mr, Sturm, 
Whose interesting lecture on hospital planning had the previous 
afternoon delighted everybody, also contributed to Islay and 
received the assurance that the little hospital there combined 
all the perfections and eliminated all the defects of all other 
hospitals. The “Green Veil” hopes Mr, Henderson will accept 
the compliment.” "The Journal published a list of those who 
contributed on this oceasion, 








Dr, MacKid $10.00 Dr, Evatt — 1.00 
Mr, Sturm 1.00 Dr. Lehman. 1.00 
‘Anonymous Mr. B.D, Funa 5.00 
Dr, MeLean Mrs. Haghes 2.00 
Dr. Stewart Anonymous 10.00 
Dr. Castleman Dr. Plamer 1.00 
Dr. Hardisty Dr. Shanks 200 
Dr. Finley Dr. Batman 5.00 
Winnipeg, 
Dr. Collins Dr. Harrington 1.00 
Anonymous Dr. Pierie “10.00 
Dr. It. A. Reeve Dr. Kennedy 5.00 
A. W. Ponton T.R. Ross 1.00 
Dr. Miekerman 
Winnipeg 
Dr. Mader 1.00 Dr, Blder 1.00 
r 100 Dr. Roberts 1.00 
2.00 Mrs. 'T. Porter 2.00 





‘This list is one of very few references we have to donors 
to Islay Hospital, and serves to illustrate the broad base of 
support that Miss Teetgen managed to build for the Hospital. 


Perhaps some of these donors had read Jack Lively’s poem 
that had appeared in the Journal a few days before and saw thelr 
chance to answer: 

Can't you hear the women calling 

‘To you in their need? 

Don't you know that tears a-falling 

‘Are rebellion’s seed? 

Don't you know their hearts are breaking? 

Don't you know the system's shaking 

‘And the world of woman’s waking 

Halt and heed! 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
A WHITE PASSION 


‘The last newspaper reference we have been able to find 
concerning Miss Teetgen’s 1912 campaign is dated August 15, 
1912. A White Passion is dated December, 1912. "A. careful 
reading and comparison with the news items from which we 
have been quoting will reveal that certain events included in 
the book did not occur until the August, 1912, campaign in 
Edmonton. Hence we can be sure that in the fall of 1912 Miss 
‘Teetgen took pen in hand and prepared the manuscript of A White 
Passion, She seems to have considered it as a way to raise more 
money from English sources. It was not intended for sale in 
Canada, and appears to have had circulation almost entirely in 
England. Inquiries sent, to second-hand bookstores in Canada 
and the United States have failed to produce a single copy 
of it, as have advertisements in newspapers. A number of 
copies ‘sent to Canadian friends by Miss Teetgen have been 
destroyed in fires. Four copies are known to exist today. The 
‘committee were lucky enough to have the use of two of them, 
thanks to Mr, A. Hollington of Islay, and Mrs. Farley of Vietoria, 
B.C. ‘The other two copies are in’ the Medical Library of the 
University of Alberta and the British Museum in London. 














By the time this appears in print many Canadians will 
have had a chance to judge the literary merits of the book, as 
it is expected to appear serially in The Western Producer. 


Whatever else may be said about the book, it proved abso- 
lutely priceless as a source of historical information, ‘The chap- 
ters on the visit of “Dr. Liston” to Edmonton are, for example, 
a faithful account of two visits to that city by Miss Teetgen. 
‘The chapter concerning “Dr. Liston's” visit to an army camp 

led “msdale” is an account of Miss Teetgen's visit to Camp 
Sewell in Manitoba to solicit funds. In this regard we must 
record excerpts from an interesting letter received from a man 
who “soldiered’” at Sewell in the period before World War I. 
In her preface to A White Passion Miss Teetgen makes reference 
to the difficulties met with in bringing militiamen up to “regu- 
lar” standard in a few days annual training. Jack Farquhar 
of Langham, Saskatehewan, has written as follows: “I remember 
taking the Blue army, consisting of Infantry, Kilties and artillery 
out north of Sewell in the sand hills for a big manouver, then 
going back to camp and taking the white army consisting 
of Cavalry south in the swamps. ‘The White army was supposed 
to strike north early the next morning. But the Battle did not 
materialize. Early the next morning the Kilties began to 
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arrive in the camp in droves. I forgot all about the bills around 
Sewell being covered with poison ivy. What it did to those 
Kilties was awful. ‘Their legs were all swollen. and raw from 
scratching . . . I was called to report to Major Vaux, and he 
asked me to show him what poison ivy looked like. Well, we 
Just went north over the railway tracks and I showed him the 
plant, just three leaves on the top of a stom. He asked me what 
we put on to relieve the pain, and I told him baking soda was 
all we had. T also told him poison ivy was at its worst in the 
early morning when the dew was on the plant. Who knows, 
maybe T am the one that enabled the Kilties to wear pants 
after that! When we got back to camp word had come in that 

had got lost in the swamps, What a chore it was 
tracking them down. Early next morning I located them away 
southeast in the Sand Hills.” 








If militiamen were having experiences like this when Miss 
‘Teetgen visited there it is small wonder that the response to 
the Hospital appeal was good! 


Islay js called “Finlay” in the book, and reference is made 
to “Trenchminster” in the east, and “Mooseberry” to the west. 
“Hanover” Hotel_in “Mooseberry” is probably a thinly-veiled 
reference to the Brunswick Hotel in Vermilion. “Louise Lake” 
is undoubtedly one of the several lakes in the Greenlawn district 
that have been used for pienie sites, water level and suitability 
of trails being deciding factors. “The Coulee” is most. likely 
Bridstow Coulee, and “Gopher Creek” may be identified as 
Deer Creek. ‘The valley of the Vermilion, though not named, 
is easily recognized by her descriptions of it. 


Most nurses who have worked at Islay Hospital will remem- 
ber this scene mentioned on the last page of the book; “Sandra 
was standing by the staircase window irradiated by the level 
beams of the western sun, as it sank between two purple hills 
like a ball of gold at the bottom of a chalice”. Where can we 
find more attractive simile in reference to our own ‘win 


Listen, to some of the phrases in description of Islay at 
the time; “A big square hotel which displayed at night the only 
street lamp of which the hamlet could boast, stood at the corner 
facing the railway line, and glaring across it at the hump- 
shouldered elevator. Five or six little wooden cottages with a 
preference for white or red or green paint. ... beyond them 
a squat little Church of brown-stained shingles, the school- 
house and a farm or two formed the northern fringe of the 
village. The big machine shed around which there was always 
a litter of gaily painted new wheels, and wagon-boxes of the 
familiar Bain type . . . boasted an upper storey which served 
as a sort of public hail whenever there was a dance, a concert, 
or a bit of speechifying to be done. . .” 
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And surely this view is familiar to all who have travelled 
in this part of Alberta; “Endless, illimitable panoramas of rolling 
steppes, ranges of mild blue hills, tracts of bush land, and folds 
in the prairie amounting to deep gullies, in places three or four 
miles in winding length, gave a heauty to the country as diversi- 
fied as its indescribable atmospheric effects.” 





Certain people can be identified fairly reliably. About others 
there is dispute. Miss Toetgen states in the preface that Alma 
Norway is the only “confessed” thumb-nail sketch of them all. 
She refers to Matron Dorway. Most pioneers agree that “Mrs. 
Maloney” was in real life Mrs. Hennessy, to whom reference has 
already been made, “Mr. and Mrs, Aldersey” are the Anglican 
minister and his wife, Rev. and Mrs, Edwards, Father Goutier 
is known as “Pere Joinville.” ‘The “postmaster” and his “pretty 
little wife” are Mr. and Mrs. J.T. Fyfe. “Mr. and Mrs, More- 
land” can be identified as Mr. and Mrs. Albert Cleveland, “whose 
name belonging to another man had ranked among the crowned 
heads of the world.” Pioneers have stated that reference is 
made to Mr. and Mrs, Wyndham Gould, although by another name. 
“Jerry, the educator” is thought to be Charlie Springford. 


About one person there can be absolutely no doubt, Miss 
etgen refers to a ‘“Mooseberry lawyer who had given Liston 
advice now and again on a legal point or two with regard to 
getting the Hospital incorporated.” This was Mr. J. W. G. 
Morrison, about whom we shall hear more in the next chapter. 


‘To go a bit further afield, Edmonton readers may recognize 
“Namayo Avenue” as the old name for 97th Street. Reference 
ig made to the old Hudson’s Bay Co. Fort Edmonton just below 
the Legislative Building, and to the old Parliament Buildings, 
which were still housing most of the government departments, 
Premier Sifton is given the name “Sileox”, and “Miss Tennant” 
may be either Elizabeth Walmsley or Edna Kells. Lieutenant- 
Governor Bulyea is given the name of “Warren”, and Minister 
af Agriculture Hon, Duncan Marshall is known as “Craig”. The 
most helpful architect “Mr. Harrison” is, of course, James 
Henderson, and when he recommends contacting “your own 
Member” about, giving notice of a private bill he is referring 
to Mr. A. Bramley-Moore, member for Alexandra who was later 
killed in action with the Canadian Expeditionary Foree in France. 





















In later years Miss Teetgen would write another book about 
Islay, ones again calling it “Winlay”. She wrote under the 
pseudonym of “Captain Harcourt,” and the title of the book is 
Bob Quested’s Troop. We are indebted to Mrs. G. J. Lively for 
the chance to study a copy of the book. The first elevator and a 
number of business places are recognizable, but the Hospital is 
not mentioned, 














CHAPTER EIGHT 


‘THE LADY MINTO ACT 


February of 1913 was an important month for the Hospital 
and its founders. The strenuous campaigns of previous years 
had seen the Hospital committees and Miss ‘Teetgen working 
alone and, if one reads correctly between the lines, not always 
absolutely. sure that what they were doing was deserving of 
suecess, “But the work had gone on; the Hospital was funetion- 
ing, and people were coming from far and near to make use 
of its still incomplete facilities. Now a trio of vigorous young 
men would stand up to express themselves on the Hospital's 
behalf, and the Legislature of the young province would place 
the majesty of the law behind the work of the “Green Veil” 
and the struggling committees. 


‘The February 12, 1913, issue of the Vermilion Standard 
records that “J. W. G. Morrison, barrister, was in Edmonton 
this week in connection with the bill to incorporate the Lady 
‘Minto Hospital at Islay. Mr. Morrison is solicitor for the 
applicants and appeared before the committee on private bills 
in connection with this matter 








Next to appear for the bill was Mr. A, Bramley-Moore, 
member of the Legislature for Alexandra constituency. The 
Edmonton Journal for February 14, 1918, told that he “came 
forward with the Islay Hospital bill. It’ is to incorporate at 
that place the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital,’ 


Nothing is heard of the bill for nearly two weeks, but when 
it is again mentioned Premier Sifton himself is taking personal 
charge of it. The Edmonton Journal for February 27, 1918, 
contains a most unusual account of the event, unusual because 
the reporter who prepared the account was clearly well acquainted 
with the “Lady of the Green Veil” who had worked so hard 
on the Hospital's behalf. ‘The headline reads, ‘Lady of the 
Green Veil’ Bill Chaperoned by the Premier”.” Is it Elizabeth 
Walmsley or Edna Kells writing, we wonder, The article is 
unsigned, so we can never know, 


Whoever the reporter is he knows many details of the 
Hospital campaign, and ean write about “that mysterious young 
woman, who was reported last summer to have ‘held up’ the 
Edmonton business men on their annual excursion, and who 
always wore a green veil.” 











“As a matter of fact”, the article continues, “she did not 
appear in person on the atm of the premier in the legislative 
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chamber last night, She was there in a species of legislative 
proxy embodied in a bill to incorporate the Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital at Islay. Premier Sifton himself chaperoned this 
act as it stood the gaze of inspection of the ruthless legislators 
who looked upon this debutante. ‘The premier had to be gallant, 
and help this lady-like act across the legislative stepping-stones, 
for geography seems to tell that Islay is in the Vermilion 
constituency, which is the riding the premier represents in the 
legislature.” 

Here the reporter is wrong in some of his facts. Islay 
was not in the Vermilion constituency, but in Alexandra. In 
formation from the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly has assured 
us on that point, But the reporter was right in pointing 
out the unusual fact that the premier had spoken for the bill 
jn the legislature himself. Sifton had shown a great deal of 
interest in the Hospital project; had contributed to it himself, 
and allowed this fact to be known in order to encourage other: 
to do likewise, He could have allowed the member for Alexandr 
Mr. Bramley-Moore, to speak for the bill. The fact that he did 
not was noted by’ the reporter, who properly reported the 
significance of it. 

Once again we must record a legend which cannot, at this 
point, be proven true or false. The legend is that the municipal 
hospitals scheme was suggested by Miss ‘Tectgen, considered 
by Mr. Sifton and passed on to his cabinet, finally to be 
thoroughly thought ont and carefully drafted by A. G. Mackay, 
who literally made the scheme “his own” in the way it was 
adapted to the municipal facts of life in Alberta, 

Perhaps some day a diary will be published, or memoirs 
will be made public, and the point will be settled. For the 
present, we must record the coincidence that of the first four 
municipal hospitals no fewer than three are in Vermilion and 
Alexandra constituencies. 


Following. is the text of the Act: 
1918 
CHAPTER 59 
AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE LADY MINTO HOSPITAL 
‘AT ISLAY 
(Assented to March 25, 1918) 
Whereas the persons hereinafter named have petitioned 
for an Act constituting them a body politic and corporate with 
the powers and for the purposes hereinafter set forth; 
‘And whereas it is expedient to grant the prayer of the said 
petition; 
‘Therefore His Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, enacts 
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1, Alexander Gilehrist, Harold A. Edwards, Christopher 
Howson, William B. Cairns, Neil MeHachern, Sydney Hollings- 
worth, George Davison, and Lillie Gilchrist, and such other per- 
son or persons as may from time to time’ become members of 
the corporation to be incorporated, shall be and are hereby con- 
stituted a body politic and corporate under the name of the 
“Lady Minto Hospital at Islay.” 


2. The said corporation shall have perpetual succession 
and a common seal, and by such name may from time to time 
and at all times purchase, receive, accept, build, hold, possess 
and enjoy, mortgage, sell, dispose of and convey, any land, 
tenement, ‘hereditament and real and moveable property and 
estate within the Province of Alberta, together with sueh grant, 
devise, gift and bequest as may be made from time to time and 
received from the Government of the Dominion of Canada, the 
Province of Alberta, the Village of Islay and any corporation, 
organization, person or persons, whatsoever for the sole use and 
benefit of such hospital: 


Provided always, that the actual value of such real estate 
80 held as aforesaid does not at any one time exceed the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, 


8, The affairs of the said corporation shall be managed 
by a board of directors consisting of eight members with power 
to add to their numbers, of whom five shall constitute a quorum; 
and the said Alexander Gilchrist, Harold A. Edwards, Christo 
pher Howson, William B. Cairns, Neil MeRachern, Sydney. Hol- 
lingsworth, George Davison and Lillie Gilehrist shall constitute 
the first board of directors and shall continue to hold office and 
act as such until their successors are appointed as hereinafter 
provided. 

4. At the annual meeting in 1913 the four directors first 
mentioned shall retire from office and four directors shall be 
elected to succeed them; at the annual meeting held in 1914, 
the second four directors shall retire and four directors shall be 
elected to succeed them; all elections shall be by ballot. 

The directors elected at the annual meeting in 1913 and 
at any annual meeting thereafter shall hold offiee for two 
years and until their successors are appointed, 

5. The annual meeting of the said corporation shall be 
held on the second Monday of June in each year at an hour 
and place to be named by the said directors and notice in 
writing thereof shall be given by the secretary and shall be 
Dublished in the newspaper published nearest the said Town 
of Islay at least two issues previous to date of such meeting. 

6. If such annual meeting shall from any cause be not 
held on the day hereinbefore appointed, it shall be lawfal for the 
Board of Directors then in office to decide upon another day 


45 

















for the holding of the general annual meeting which day shall 
be within two months after the time when the same should have 
been held, and such meeting shall be called as provided in 
section 5 hereof. 

7. In the event of a director dying or resigning his office 
before the expiration of his term his successor shall be appointed 
by the Board of Directors to fill the vacaney until the next 
annual meeting following and at such meeting a director shall 
be elected for the unexpired term of any such director. 

8 Retiring directors shall be eligible for re-election, 

9. The board of directors shall every year at their first 
meeting after election appoint a secretary and treasurer, or a 
seeretary-treasurer; and shall at such meeting appoint from 
among themselves ‘a president and vice-president, and in the 
event of any vacancy occurring in such office the said board 
shall have power to fill such vacancy. 

10, The hoard of directors shall have power to meet from 
time to time for the transaction of any business connected 
with the said corporation; and in the absence of the president 

: the vice-president, who shall be chairman, any director 
present may be chosen as chairman for that meeting; in the 
absence of the secretary any director present may be chosen 
to act as secretary for such meeting. 

LL. The board of directors shall have power to make by-laws, 
rules and regulations not being contrary to law or to the pro- 
visions of this act, and power to amend or repeal from time to 
time the same for all purposes relating to and bearing upon 
the well-being and interests of the said corporation. 

12, All annual subseribers who shall have paid such sum 
as may be fixed by the by-laws of the said board of directors 
and whose names shall appear in a book kept for that purpose 
shall be members of the said corporation and shall have the 
right to take part in the annual meeting of the corporation. 

18, At the annual meeting a report shall be submitted by the 
directors showing the condition of affairs of the said corporation, 
including the treasurer's report, the secretary’s report, the 
auditor's report and abstract and all other matters bearing on 
the interests of the said corporation and also a list showing 
the names of the members. 

14. An auditor shall be appointed at the annual meeting 
whose duty it shall be to examine and report upon all accounts 
affecting the corporation of relating to any matter under its 
control or within its jurisdiction for the current year and shall 
submit the same to the directors on or before the next annual 
meeting. 

15. The board of directors shall have the power of appoint- 
ment, disposition or removal of any person bearing office or 
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position in the said corporation, and generally, for the internal 
management and government of the same. 

16. A donation of one hundred dollars or upwards shall 
entitle the donor to life membership in the said corporation, 

17. No member of the said corporation shall be individually 
liable or accountable for the debts, contracts or securities of the 
said corporation, 

18. The said corporation may exercise any industry that 
may help to maintain the said hospital and may bargain and 
sell the products of the same, provided they conform to the 
laws of the province, 

19. Until the passing and adoption of by-laws or until other 
wise directed by by-law, the present existing officers of the 
said corporation shall be the officers of the same and the present 
existing rules and regulations shall mutatis mutandis be the 
rules and regulations of the said corporation until repealed, 
amended or changed by by-law. 

20. The directors shall (if requested by the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council and provided they are in receipt of public 
funds of the province) keep in the said hospital at such time 
and for such periods as may be determined by the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Couneil, an adequate supply of vaccine for the fol- 
lowing purpose: 

(a) For the vaccination by a qualified person attached to 
‘said hospital at the expense of the same of all poor 
persons; and (at their own expense) of all other persons 
who may attend at such hospital for that purpose dur- 
ing one day in every week; the fee to be charged for 
such vaccination not in any case to exceed seventy-five 
cents; and to be used and applied for the benefit of the 
said hospital. 

21, It shall be the duty of the said corporation in each year 
to transmit to the Lieutenant-Governor for the information of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta such returns 
as the Lieutenant-Governor may from time to time direct. 

22. The said corporation shall, in its management, be always 
nondenominational. 

28, The directors of the said corporation shall have power 
to borrow money upon the security of the property of the said 
corporation either by mortgage, debentures or otherwise as they 
may deem expedient and necessary. 

24. The head office of the said corporation shall be at Islay 
in the Province of Alberta, 

25. Nothing herein contained shall affect the rights of 
His Majesty, His Heirs, or Successors or any other person or 
any body politic or corporate, 

26. ‘This Act may be cited as the “Lady Minto Hospital Act.” 
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CHAPTER NINE 
HOLDING ITS OWN 


“The little hospital at Islay is holding its own. Tt is a 
difficult problem to raise the necessary funds for maintenance 
‘These two sentences from the 1918 report of the Chief Superin- 
tendent of the V.O.N. sum up Board problems throughout the 
history of the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital. 


‘There were other problems too. George MacFadyen remem- 
bers that, one spring Sunday, morning in 1918, prairie, fire 
threatened the Hospital and village from the north-west. Every- 
one, including Rev. Mann, the Presbyterian minister, and the 
Sunday School class, was’ called out to help. Back-fires were 
set and beaten out between the three sloughs, all full from 
spring run-off, that lie just north and west of the village. ‘The 
fire burned up to the sloughs and burnt area and went out, 
Quick thinking and willing hands had saved the Hospital and 
village from certain destruction, 


‘The Islay Dominion Day celebrations closed with a dance 
in the evening in aid of, Islay Hospital. A Hospital booth 
did a “flourishing business”. ‘The July 2 issue of the Vermilion 
Standard contained this notice: ““Miss Dorway, Superintendent 
of Islay Hospital, wishes to express her thanks to all who 
Gonated milk, cream, eakes and labor to make the Hospital 
undertaking a success on Dominion Day. Also the Hayward 
Lumber Co. for the loan of lumber and generally all who con- 
tributed to’ the success of the day’s undertakings”. 


‘The Hospital was in the news again in the July 9 issue 
when the report of the first annual meeting held in the school- 
House, June 14, was published. ‘The financial report showed 
expenditures of over $5,000.00 for the building and equipping 
of the building and over $5,000.00 for maintenance from date 
‘of opening of nearly one year”. 


“During the year 114 patients had been treated in the 
hospital as follows: 25 maternity cases, 28 surgical, 1 typhoid, 
42 medical, 23 babies and 2 still-born infants. ‘These represented 
1,389 hospital days or 12 1/10 days per patient”. 


“During the year the Alberta Logislature passed an_act 
incorporating the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital, and the first 
Board. of Governors for the newly incorporated hospital were 
elected as follows: Thos, Lee of Lea Park; R. A. Wilson, Dew- 
berry; L. C. Elderkin, Tring; Rey. C. Barnes, Pleasant Valley; 
N. McEachern, G, Davison, Mrs. J. C. Mooney, Miss L. Gilchrist 
and S, Yeoman of Islay.” 
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“The first meeting of the new Board was held in the Hos- 
pital on July 1, N. MeBachorn was elected Chairman, 8. Yeoman, 
Vice-Chairman, and Dr. C. Howson, Secretary-Treasurer. As the 
sale of hospital insurance tickets last year had been a successful 
venture it was decided to sell tickets again this year as follow: 
$10 for an individual and $16 for a family ticket. Conditions 
‘on application to C. Howson, M.D., Secretary-Treasurer, Islay, 
“Alberta”. 


‘Two accidents in the fall of 1918 brought the Hospital into 
the news again. The September 8 issue of the Standard tells 
of a serious construction accident east of Islay in which Charles 
Carroll, Jack Bristow, and a man named Charlton were badly 
‘burned, Carroll fatally. 


A court would later award Jack Bristow $1750.00 damages 
in a case involving the C.N.R. “The company have paid all 
doctor's bills and hospital and nurses’ fees.” 


In October, the Rev, J. B. Tyner, of the Church of Christ, 
Vermilion, shot himself through the foot in a gunning accident 
near Islay, A later issue records his discharge from Lady Minto 
Hospital, Islay. 


Other Vermilion patients using the Hospital in October were 
George Law and T. Wilson. 


Such accidents eaused Vermilion people to give serious atten- 
tion to the establishing of a hospital in Vermilion. 


‘The May 21, 1914, issue of the Standard announced that the 
‘Vermilion Private Hospital on the corner of Laurier Ave., and 
Second St. North would receive patients after June 1, with special 
attention to maternity and surgical eases. Nurses E. M. Boyd 
and F. E, Young appeared on the Empire Day Hospital Float, 
complete with a patient in ward—“though the smiles the little 
patient east upon the people from the cot showed her con- 





Another dance in aid of Islay Hospital was mentioned in 
the Vermilion Standard in July, 1914, 


Hospitals were very definitely in the news! 
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CHAPTER TEN 


THE WAR — AND TROUBLE 


Islay made the acquaintance of a new doctor early in 1914, 
when Dr, Frank Gray came to take Dr, Howson's place. Dr. 
Howson had decided to take five months post-graduate work 
in surgery under Professor John McGrath of the New York 
Post Graduate Hospital. 


‘There were staff changes too. Miss Kervin was the new 
‘matron, Mrs. Florence Smith was there a short time, followed 
by another Florence, Miss Florence Mayson. | Mrs. Stone vividly 
remembers her arrival in Islay. ‘The train arrived late. at 
night, ‘The light on the hill was almost the only light showing. 
Miss Kervin met her at the station and walked with her through 
the dark stillness, Somewhere a coyote howled. 


“What's that?” “A, coyote” “What are coyotes 
“prairie wolves, ‘They won't come near us though. We've in 








Next morning she stepped to the hall window overlooking 
Miss Kervin noticed her standing there and came over 





“{ thought you said we were in town”. 

“We are. Most of our prairie towns are not large yet”. 

“{ don’t mean that. What are all those sentry boxes out 
behind the houses?” 


There were plenty of things for an English nurse to learn 
concerning life in Western Canada! 


‘The months that followed were busy, happy times. ‘True, 
there was no plumbing and water had to be carried and left 
standing in pails. Sanitary arrangements weren't to all they 
ould be, and it seemed that the janitor fought an unending, 
sometimes losing, battle with the stoves. But there were com: 
pensations too. 


The upstairs needed a large cupboard to store things. Money 
was always in short supply, so it was decided to hold a box socfal 
to raise the money. Miss Muriel Stone remembers that on 
‘one oceasion planks were laid on nailkegs in what is now the 
men’s ward, and a group of district young people had a social 
while raising money to buy something for the Hospital, 


‘A. project to build a tennis court took a lot of time and 
caused a lot of fun but was never finished. 
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Mr, Davison, Miss Peacock, Dr. Groy, 
‘Mise Kervin, Matron, 1914, 
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George Davison, a butcher in Islay, acted as secretary in 
1914, and came regularly to do the secretarial work. One of 
the occasions was a lovely warm summer evening. As the sun 
was setting towards the Twin Hills someone suggested a picture. 
All the staff, Miss Kervin, Miss Mayson, Miss Peacock and Jack 
‘Holland camé out and gathered around the wood-pile to the west 
of the Hospital. Secretary Davison and Dr. Frank Gray 
alternately helped in the picture-taking and joined the group, 











thus giving us the earliest known picture of a Hospital staff, 
as well as the earliest known view of the west end of the 
Hospital, 


The pictures show us a happy group of young people taking 
@ moment's relaxation on an evening in June. All is at peace. 
But when Dr, Howson inserts his advertisement in September 
issues of the Standard the world is at war. Suddenly the news- 
papers are mentioning Red Gross drives, war loan campaigns, 
the enlistment of local men, and casualty lists from the action 
at the front. A district that had needed help to start its 
Hospital just could not afford to maintain that Hospital while 
diverting large sums of money to the war effort. Very soon we 
read of a special meeting of the Board of Governors on January 
21, 1915: "The reports for the past year were submitted and 
passed. The Matron, Miss Kervin, reported that ninety-eight 
patients had passed through the hospital during the year. The 
patients had all heen very satisfactorily and successfully treated 
and on leaving the hospital had expressed. themselves. as_very 
pleased with their treatment and with the comforts of the 
hospital. The Governors were satisfied with the efficient way 
jin which the house had been conducted and with the able way 
in which the patients had been handled by the matron and the 
nurse. ‘They were sure that if the Hospital with its complete 
equipment and efficient staff were better known it would be 
more folly taken advantage of and also receive a much larger 
share of, public. support. The Governors had considered the 
matter of municipal support and to this end agreed to send depu- 
tations to the various municipalities in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of the Hospital. 


‘The Board of Governors for the ensuing year are as follows: 
Rey. Thomas Millar Revie, chairman; Mrs. James C. Mooney, 
Mrs. W. Waterfield, Rev. C. Barnes, ‘Messrs. Sydney Yeoman, 
R.A, Wilton, RJ. Webster, Thos, Lee, J.T. Fyfe, secretary: 
rreasurer.” 


‘The Hospital deserves “a much larger share of public sup- 
port”, “Municipal support” is being considered. “Deputations” 
are being sent, Reading between the lines one senses trouble. 
‘And there is trouble. Tom Lee has told about it: “The only 
trouble was lack of funds, for in those days there simply was 
no money in the country.’ There were no taxes coming in and 
only the government grant per day per patient, plus the little 
the patients could or did pay, ‘The main stay of the Board was 
the V.O.N. grant. At one time we were so low we went to the bank 
to borrow money. They refused to loan only on the Board's 
security but loaned us money on our own joint and several notes 
signed by all the board as their own personal note. In three 
months when the note came due there was no money to pay 
it so we had to renew it on the same terms. When it came 
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due again there was a grant from the V.O.N. at the same time, 
so we paid the note and the Hospital shut’ down.” 


‘Tom Lee remembers that Mrs. Waterfield was af 
Waterfield would find out that she had signed, but was deter- 
mined to stand with the rest of the Board members. We can 
imagine her relief when the long-awaited grant arrived from 
the V.ON. 








“Our Hospital doors are always open to those needing its 





In July, 1914, the Livelys, most likely accompanied by Miss 
‘Teogen, lett Islay. They eventually settled in Andover, New 
Hampshire. 


Jack Lively died June 4th, 1961, at the age of 84 years. 
At the time of this writing Mrs, Lively lives with her daughter 
in Salsbury, New, Hampshire. She maintains a keen interest in 
the Hospital and has, on a number of oceasions, donated money 
to buy books for the Hospital library. She has suggested the 
message printed above as a Hospital motto. 





Miss Teetgen returned to England, where she worked as a 
pharmacist, and wrote a number of books; Mrs. Lively has 
said “more than 30", In a letter written not long before her 
death in January, 1957, Miss Teetgen concluded, “I wish it and 
all connected with it the best of succes 














CHAPTER ELEVEN 
CLOSED! 
Weiding Bells 

‘The doors of the Hospital opened again in April of 1915, 
but not to admit pationts. This time a nurse was a bride-to-be, 
and the upstairs hall that had seen Miss Mayson caring for 
the sick was to see her become the bride of Mr. Roy Stone, 
She would care for the sick again in the great flu epidemic 
of 1918, and still again in the newly-opened Municipal Hospital in 
1920. “But this April day all thoughts of sickness and emergency 
wore banished as a happy group of people witnessed the “tying 
of the knot” by Rev. Barnes, Anglican minister from Pleasant 
Valley, and member of the Lady. Minto Hospital Board. ‘The 
Rey. Revie, another Board member, was. also in attendance. 
After the wedding someone suggested a picture and the group 
moved out to the south of the Hospital, just below the windows 
of the men’s ward. Chairs were brought for the bride and 
groom and several snaps were taken, Doctor Howson was 
having trouble with his camera, and the one picture that we 
have from the other camera is too faded to be reproduced here. 

The Hospital had known many moments of joy when new 
citizens arrived. There had been times of sadness when death 
had paid a call. Now the Hospital had played a role unusual 
for hospitals, and another elose link with the lives of its people 
had been forged. “It had seen its first wedding! 











In 1916 people were beginning to wonder how long. the 
war would Tast and the newspapers were fall of the war effort, 
casualty lists, and the special efforts made by local people to 
provide comforts for their men in uniform, George Davison's 
death, in action was reported in March, 1916. He tus became 
the first Board member to be killed in action, 

‘The Hospital was opened again in 1916 for a, brief time, 
Dr. Howson, assisted by Miss Dorway and Dr. Scott from Ver- 
nilion, is known to have performed at Teast one operation, 
Mrs. Fyfe remembers being a patient at the time. Otherwise 
very little is known about this opening. Dr. Howson enlisted 
not long afterwards, in April of 1916, and the Hospital's doors 
‘were closed again. 

‘The year 1917 saw almost complete preoccupation with the 
war on the part of the Allied peoples, and there was little time 
{or local projects. On April 16 the United States declared war 
gn Germany. During May the Battle of Arras was fought, and 
“Vimy Ridge” became a household word in Canadian homes.’ The 
fall of the year saw Russia out of the war and in the throes 
of revolution, Canadian troops took part in the Battle of 
Ypres, and Passchendaele was added to the list of Canadian 
battle’ honors. At home in Canada eonseription was the chiet 
topie’ of conversation. 














CHAPTER TWELVE 


THE FLU 


‘The same war which closed the Hospital would open it again. 
‘The “flu” epidemie is mentioned by nearly every pioneer inter- 
viewed about local hostory.  Eneyclopaedia Britannica ranks it 
‘with the plague of Justinian and the Black Death as one of the 
severest outbreaks of disease ever encountered by mankind. More 
than 20,000,000 persons died of influenza and more than 50 times 
as many were sick. In India 4% of the total population were 
killed, by influenza in the fall of 1918. A high “three-day 
fever” was its outstanding characteristic, followed by long weak 
ness and near exhaustion in adults 


Western Canada had a little time to prepare against the 
‘flu’ as news reports told of its spread from Europe to the east 
coast and then inland. 


Mrs. Roy Stone remembers that their threshing was just 
finished ‘when Jack Fyfe and Neil McEachern came to ask her 
if she would act as Matron of Islay Hospital during the ‘flu’ 
epidemic. Some of the local ladies had done a thorough job 
of Housecleaning, and two patients had already been brought in 
when she arrived, 


‘Mrs. Stone thinks that the initiative for the opening had 
come from the provincial government; that government officials 
phoned municipal authorities, urging that the Hospital be opened, 
and probably promising provincial aid’. 


Eventually the rooms and halls were all full. Mrs. Stone 
thinks that the greatest number of patients atone time was 
between 24 and 80. People loaned cots for the emergency. 
There was no doctor at Islay, and Dr. Knoll could’ only come 
from Vermilion for emergency cases, 











Mrs. Stone would work at the Hospital in the morning, go 
to country points in the afternoon, and to village patients at 
night. The chief difficulty was getting help, for no sooner did 
someone come to help than she became a patient, herself. Mrs. 
‘Threadgold Was in charge of the kitchen, while Lizzie Gilchrist 
and Rachel Taggart helped work with the patients. Rev. Cornet 
often relieved on night duty, making it possible for the staff 
to get much-needed rest. 


Ulva MacFadyen was a patient, as was Hugh Carey, who 
insisted on wearing his fur hat when nurses weren't looking. 


* Here we again meet Mr, A, G, Mackay, Minister of Municipalities, Health and 
‘Vital Stlstis, appointed in Sept, 1918 
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‘The entire McKachern family were under Mrs. Stone's care, 
Catherine at home and the others in the Hospital. There were 
hay-eamps in the district baling hay, and many of these men 
were brought in with the ‘flu’. A Dutchman constantly com- 
plained of the “‘throat-ache” and was always wanting his clothes 
brought to him. Mrs. Stone remembers his sweater, whieh he 
fastened with a nail. “Some of the patients played a game with 
‘the nurses, opening a window wide the moment the nurse was 
out of sight. The nurse on returning, would put it down to 
what was considered safe. When she left someone would open 
it again, Many of the men wanted to sleep with their eaps on. 


Six long weary weeks passed without a death from the ‘flu’. 
‘Then Mr. A. R, Young beeame sick with it, and was taken to 
the Hospital where he died shortly after. ’ The notice of his 
death, November 28, 1918, is the only published reference to the 
1918 opening of the Hospital we have been able to find. Mr. 
‘Young was the last patient admitted, and Mrs. Stone states 
that the ‘flu’ simply aggravated the condition which really 
caused his death, 








In early December the Hospital closed again, but the legis- 
lative wheels which would re-open it as a municipal hospital 
had already been turning for some time. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
NOTICE TO RATEPAYERS 


—"And if in the course of time this thing gets taken up by 
the various Rural Municipalities to the north, south, and east 
of here, our difficulties will be solved”. (A. B. Teetgen's 
‘A White Passion, Page 324). 


‘The, Vermilion Standard for May 7, 1919, carried a notice 
entitled “Islay Municipal Hospital—Notice to Ratepayers”. This 
notice is the only published material the committee were able 
to find concerning the transfer of the Islay Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital to Municipal authority, We cannot do better than 
reproduce the notice for study by the reader. 


“Tn accordance with the terms of the Municipal Hospitals 
Act petitions were received on September 17, 1918, by the 
Minister of Health at Edmonton, asking for the creation of a 
Municipal’ Hospital ‘District Including the territory’ described 


“Complying with these petitions, the Minister of Health 
established the Municipal Hospital District on September 18, 
1918, Following the establishment of the District, the Municipal 
councils in the district, in accordance with the terms of the 
Act duly appointed a Hospital Board to prepare a scheme for 
the operating of a hospital in the said territory. 


‘The Hospital Board met and prepared the scheme outlined 
below. ‘This scheme is now under the direction of the Minister 
of Health to be advertised throughout the said District for a 
period of fourteen days, following which, providing all other 
conditions have been complied with, the scheme will be finally 
approved and a date fixed not exceeding thirty days from the 
date of such approval, upon which the Ratepayers of the said 
District will be ealled upon to vote for the adoption or rejection 
‘of the said scheme, The territory included in the Hospital Dis 
trict is as follows: 

‘Municipal District No. 4 

All of townships 46, 47, 48 and 49 in Range 4, west of the 
4th Meridian, lying north of the Battle River. The cast, half 
of Townships 47, 48 and 49 in Range 5, west of the 4th Meridian, 
lying north of Battle River. 

‘Municipal District No. 482 

All of townships 50, 51 and 52 in Range 4, west of the 4th 
Meridian, and the east half of Townships 50, 51 and 62, in Range 
5, West of the 4th. 
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Municipal District No. 512. 


Alll of townships 58, 54, 65 and 56 in Range 4 west of the 4th, 
lying south of the Saskatchewan River. ‘The east half of Town: 
ships 58, 54, 59, and 56 in Range 5, West of the 4th, lying 
south of the Saskatchewan River. 


Village of Islay. 


The Hospital scheme submitted by the Board upon which 
the Ratepayers will be asked to vote, is as follows: 


1. To accept from the Board of the Lady Minto Hospital 
the land, Hospital building and equipment, free from all encum- 
brances, subject, to the approval of the Minister, and to furnish 
and further equip the same as a Municipal Hospital, 


2. To supplement the revenue derived through taxation by 
a schedule of fees as under: 








Bona Fide Ratepayers and members of his or her family, 
$1.00 per hospital day. Resident non-ratepayers, upon the pay 
ment of the sum of $5.00 within one month of the date of the 
‘opening of the hospital and on or before the first day of 
February in each subsequent year, shall be entitled to the same 
rate per hospital day and such other privileges as are extended 
to Ratepayers. Nom-ratepayers, other than those covered by 
the said Agreement, $2.50 per ‘hospital day. Operating room 
charges $2.00 for minor and $5.00 for major operations. 


3. To create a debenture indebtedness of $8,000.00 for the 
purpose of installing a hot water heating system, electric light 
plant, septic tank, and improvements to the building and equip- 
ment. ‘Ten year debentures, interest 7% 











4. To repay the said debenture indebtedness by payment 
6f equal annual installments of principal and interest, or equal 
payment of prinefpal with accrued interest, 


5, Estimated Revenue: 


Fees from patients $2,000.00 
From non-ratepayers tinder agreement ‘500.00 
Government grants 500.00 
Operating room fees 150.00 
Assessment revenue 6,880.84 

$9,980.84 
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Estimated Expenditure: 
Capital account, debenture 


Principal $ 800.00 
Interest 560.00 
Maintenance: 

Nurses 

Assistants 

Laundress 

Caretaker 

Drugs and dressings 

Fuel and light 

Groceries and provisions... 

Postage, printing and secretary's salary 
Organization, advertising, sundry expenses 
Bank Interest 

Non-colleetion of taxes 





$9,980.84 
6. Division of capital and maintenance expenditure: 


Municipal District 512 
Municipal District 452. 
Municipal District 482 
Village of Islay 





$6,880.84 


‘The vote was held, as advertised on June 16, 1919. Polling 
places and deputy returning officers were as follows: 


Polling Place Deputy Returning Officer 
Vanesti P.O. 

SE 83-47-4 W.4 Harry Eliott 
Watson School 

SW 6-49-4 WA John Fortune 
Telephone Office 

Islay (rural vote) _. Roderick Carey 
‘Telephone Office 

Islay (village vote) Roderick Carey 
‘Trimbleville School 

NW 4.52-4 W.4 W. R. Bass 
Dewberry School 

NW 88.584 W4 Frederick Hardwick 
Ellsworth School 

SE 755-4 Wt George Wheeler 


J.T. Fyfe—Returning Officer 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 


A POINT OF PRINCIPLE 


Hidden in the legal phraseology of the “Notice to Rate- 
payers” are several points of special interest, considering what 
we know of Miss Teetgen’s work of eight and’nine years before. 
Resident non-ratepayers can buy for $5.00 a contract with the 
hospital, entitling them to the same privileges as are extended 
to ratepayers, an echo of the purchase of ‘‘tickets” which entitled 
purchasers to privileges in the Lady Minto Hospital. The shape 
of the Hospital District has always amazed hospital adminis- 
trators by its extreme length and small width. Miss Teetgen 
predicted this in 1912 when she wrote, on Page 207 of A White 
Passion: “There is no reason why because we have a hospital 
here every other little place up and down the line shouldn't have 
one too. “It drives our area farther north and south than east 
and west, that’s all”, 


‘The plan as outlined in the Notice left out part of an 
area that had played an active part in the work of the Lady 
Minto Hospital, the Riverton district. As we shall see, this 
‘was soon to be corrected! 


Finally, note the phrase, “free from all encumbrances”. 
The Islay Municipal Hospital District was to “accept from the 
Board of the Lady Minto Hospital the land, Hospital building 
and equipment free from all encumbrances”. ‘Tom Lee has 
written, “T remember distinctly the last meeting of the Minto 
Board was at the home of R. A. Wilson on the farm at Dew- 
berry, Mr. Fyfe brought out Mrs. Mooney, Mrs. Waterfield, 
and ‘the form, to get my signature as chairman to a motion 
of the board to turn over the Hospital to the Municipal Board. 
‘This form should be somewhere”. Tom tells that he opposed 
the plan because of the phrase “free from all encumbrances”, 
‘The Lady Minto Board owed money at several stores, probably 
Darrah’s and Yeoman and Herridge’s, and he was of the opinion 
that these bills ought to be paid by’ the Municipal Board, ‘The 
ladies saw Mr. Lee's point of view and approved of it.” Mr. 
Lee said that since the Municipal Board was getting so’ much 
in the way of assets they should assume the liabilities too. 
Until this was written into the plan he was not going to sign 
it, Mr. Fyfe was undaunted, and urged Mr. Lee. to sign, 
reasoning something like this, as Mr. Lee remembers it: “Well, 
‘Mr. Lee, I understand your objections, and admire your stand 
‘on @ point of principle. But this is a fairly standard type of 
hospital plan going into effect in a number of areas. If we 
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don't accept this plan but insist upon a change, it will probably 
take months to accomplish it. The delay may do our Hospital 
Distriet and its Hospital a great deal of harm”. Mr. Lee signed 
the form, along with the others, including a recommendation that 
these bills be paid. The last Lady Minto Board had signed itself 
out of existence by its last official act, but the Hospital it had 
managed would lead a new life as a Municipal Hospital. ‘Tom 
Lee ‘would have the last word on this “point of 
however, as we shall see, 






Mrs, Fyfe suggests that the delay caused by this need to 
get the Lady Minto Board’s signatures is probably the reason 
why Islay Hospital District has the number four rather than 
the number one, as might have been expected considering the 
Hospital's early’ establishment. 


‘The vote was held on June 16, 1919, The result was 549 
for, $7 against, according to Returning Officer J. T. Fyfe. The 
people had sanctioned by ballot a plan that would use some of 
their municipal taxes to maintain a Hospital in their midst, A 
Hospital was to be “run in the interests of nobody's pockets 
but the patients’ ” 








In a letter written December 6, 1956, Miss Teetgen wrote 
as follows: “When we started the Hospital at Islay we made 
it clear that we could not assume permanent responsibility 
for it, We sort of wished it on the community there and, thank 
God, they have done splendidly in playing their part”. 





Lady Minto Boards: 


1911 Mr, Brockenshar (Chairman), Neil McEachern, Mrs. J. C. 
Mooney, Mrs. W. Waterfield, George Davison, R. A. Wilson, 
Tom Lee, Miss A. B. Teetgen (Honorary Secretary), 
J.T, Fyfe (Secretary). 





1912 Mr. Alexander Gilchrist, Rev. HW. A. Edwards, Neil 
Rachern, Sydney Hollingsworth, George Davison, Lillie 
Gilchrist, Dr. C. Howson (Secretary), W. B. ‘Cais 
(Treasurer). 





1913 Neil McHachern (Chairman), Mrs. J. C, Mooney, Tom Lee, 
R. A, Wileon, L, C, Elderkin, Rev, C. Barnes, G. Davison, 
Miss'L, Gilchrist, 8, Yeoman, Dr. C. Howson (See~Treas) 





1914 Rey. Thos, Millar Revie (Chairman), Mrs, J. C. Mooney 
Mars. W. Waterfield, Rev. C, Barnes, Sydney Yeoman, R. A\ 
Wilson, Tom Lee, R. J. Webster. J.T. Fyfe and George 
Davison each acted as secretary for part of the year. 
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1915 Rev. 'T. M. Revie (Chairman), Mrs. J. C. Mooney, Mrs. 
W. Waterfield, Rev. C. Barnes, Sydney Yeoman, 'R. A. 
Wilson, R, J. Webster, Tom Lee, J.'T. Fyfe (Secretary). 
There is no record of Boards for 1916, 1917, or 1918. 





1919 Tom Lee (Chairman), R. A. Wilson, Mrs. J. C. Mooney, 
Mrs. W. Waterfield, J. T. Fyfe (Secretary). 





Lady Minto Hospital Statisties 


1912 Total number of patients 36 
Total hospital days 676 
1918 Total number of patients 4 
‘Total hospital days 1389 
1914 Total number of patients 1 
‘Total hospital days 995, 


‘There are no records concerning patients in 1915, 1916 
or 1918. 
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‘A Message From Dr. A. H. Sweet 


In looking back in retrospect of my sojourn in Islay, which 
has been much more prolonged than ever intended, 1 must 
Yemark on the great changes which have occurred, both in the 
area itself, the character of the people, and the progress in 
medical ideas as the result of the last’ war. We have seen 
Tand whieh formerly produced little being made into fertile and 
productive farms undreamed of by the pioneers who. home- 
Steaded the land. Farm machinery gets the work done in, time 
to eseape inclement weather which formerly took the profit out 
of the farmer's work, The cost of these machines seems some- 
how to have been made more reasonable than the homesteader 
in his wildest dreams would have imagined possible. 


‘The improvement in roads makes it no longer neces- 
sary to haul a Ford car out of the mud with a four-horse 
feam or leave it stuck, So far as medicine is concerned, 
we no longer need be troubled about reaching our des- 
fination on a call, anywhere within reasonable distance, sum- 
mer or winter, and such trips are now seldom necessary, people 
being more desirous of getting service early rather than late, 
The improved medicines giving much better results than old 
forms of treatment, patients come more readily for aid before 
‘serious illness has sufficient time to develop. ‘The new drugs no 
Jonger need to put in long hours of service to control a pneumonia, 
and we ean now do in a few minutes in an office treatment that 
re could not achieve by a month of hospitalization. We can see 
ho more dramatic results in the treatment of tuberculosis, which 
by the way is still the white man's plague, than we now see by 
the empty beds in the various sanatoria throughout the country, 
fo the great easing of the financial cost of caring for, these 
patients, “It is now possible, and much to be preferred certainly, 
Po treat an individual medically in the office before any probable 
aetive sign of disease appears, It is no longer necessary for 
fim to present any definite sign of tuberculosis before treat 
rent tnd improvement begin, When proper dingnosis is carried 

‘These changes of treatment have taken the drudgery out 
of the practise of medicine, and have cut our death rate, 
Jengthened life expectancy, and made the care of the individual 
unbelievably easier than Was formerly possible. 


A. H. Sweet. 

















PART II 


























A Message of Congratulations from 
Mr. N. Macinnes, Second Chairman of the Board of 
Islay Municipal Hospital. 


T can remember the great thrill we had in 
our pioneer days when the first Islay Hospital 
opened its doors. 


Then in 1920 it reopened, the first municipal 
hospital of Vermilion Valley Municipality. 


Our daughter, Norma Jean MacInnes, was 
the first infant born there, February 11, 1920, 


The second baby arrived soon after, belong- 
ing to-a noted officer, Lt. Atkinson, returned 
from the First World War. 


Congratulations to the people who supported 
and maintained a fine institution. 








CHAPTER FIFTEEN 


‘THE FIRST MUNICIPAL BOARD AT WORK 


The first Board of the Islay Municipal Hospital were not 
ong in meeting to make their plans for alterations and improve- 
ments. ‘The vote had been held on June 16, 1919. June 21 
found the men gathered at the Hospital to take the first steps 
in implementing what they had planned earlier. ‘This meeting 
is the first board meeting for which we have record. | Ambrose 
Dixon has signed them as chairman, ‘The other members were 
T. Nichols, A. McMillan, and A. C, Wood. 


‘Mr, Whiston was present to represent the Department. 
Mr. J.T. Fyfe gave the Returning Officer's report, showing. an 
overwhelming majority, 549 to 87, in favor of ‘the hospital 
scheme, Mr. Fyfe was then appointed secretary. A. M. Jeffery, 
AAA, was appointed architect. By way of guidance the 
Board “specified that. there be a full basement, with concrete 
falls and concrete floor. Instructions must have been given 
concerning the completion of the front porch, which had been 
part of the Lady Minto plan but never finished. ‘The secretary 
was to write to the various municipal secretaries concerning: 
the forwarding of the funds collected for hospital purposes. 
‘There was a discussion of debentures, and it was decided to 
pass By-Law Number 1 eoneerning the borrowing of $8,000.00. 
Arrangements were made for the transfer of the premises from 
the Lady Minto Board, ‘The chairman and the secretary were 
given signing powers, and $500 was to be borrowed immediately. 
to pay certain outstanding bills. ‘The secretary was to be bonded 











‘There was another meeting on July 4th, concerning deben- 
tures, and still another on July 19. Correspondence with the 
Lady’ Minto Board was tabled, ‘The decision, was taken not 
to disturb the front wall of the basement. A retaining wall 
was to be built, instead, A. J. Chilbeck’s tender for general 
work was accepted. Keily and Kokott were to do the heating 
and plumbing work, and Hillas Electric would do the electric 
wiring. Finally the’ Hospital was insured for $12,000.00, 


One can imagine the Board members scanning the skies as 
they adjourned that July day. The summer had been dry; the 


67 























hay and grain crops were short. Could the community really 
afford this Hospital that they were opening? Would the vote 
on the debentures pass? Perhaps this was the meeting when the 
Board posed, along with Mr. W. Cairns on the old front steps 
of the Hospital. The picture is reproduced thanks to the kindness 
of Mrs, A. C. Wood. 









Beck row, left to right: Mr. jens (not @ momber), Me. 


Front row, left to snd Me. J. Ts Fyfe. 

Perhaps the Notice to Ratepayers which appeared in the 
Standard on July 28, 1919, was reassuring. In accordance with 
the Municipal Hospitals Act a petition had been received, and 
there would be a vote to decide whether to add the “west half 
of townships 51, 52, 53 and 54, range 3, and that portion of 
township 55 range 8 south of the Saskatchewan River in Muni- 
cipal Distriet Number 511” to the Hospital District. 


Surely this was a vote of confidence! 


Polls were to be held at the residences of J. H. Steed and 
8. J. Irwin, and at Riverton Post Office with Thos. Lee as 
deputy retumming officer. 


Some of the earliest supporters of the Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital were having this opportunity to join the new Islay 
Hospital District. Incidentally, the Lively homestead, left. out 
of the original municipal scheme, would now, appropriately, 
be ineluded. 


Debentures and bills were the chief business at the July 
80 meeting, held this time in Mr. Fyfe's office. 
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MRS. ROY STONE (nce. Mayo 
Stott, 1914-1915; Mor c 
First Motion of Munich 


Member of Lady Minto 
ie of fly opening, 1918; 
1920. 








At the September 6 meeting in the Hospital, Mrs. Stone 
was appointed as Acting Matron, duties to begin when the Hos- 
pital was ready. It was necessary to borrow money again, as 
the municipalities had not paid their requisitions, A. Dixon 
and 'T. Nichols were to go to Edmonton concerning the purchase 
of an electric plant for the Hospital, 

Winter had arrived in earnest when the October 16 meeting 
was held in Mr. Fyfe's office, The famous storm of the 8th 
of October, 1919, had marked the early beginning of what would 
be one of ‘the severest winters on record in western Canada. 
‘The Board did not know this at the time, but it is interesting to 
note that they decided to sell the old stoves. A better heating 
system was being installed, and the old stove would no longer 
be necessary. A building was to be built on the west side of 
the Hospital to house the Fairbanks-Morse light plant, 

At another meeting the very next week Mr. A. J. Chilbeck’'s 
tender for the construction of the septic tank was accepted. A. B. 
Ruston’s tender for caretaker, cook and Iaundress was accepted 
at a salary of $75.00 per month, to be raised to $90.00 later. 


69 














George MacFadyen remembers working for Art Chilbeck 
during the fall and winter of 1919 and 1920.” Mrs. W. 8. Easton 
remembers boarding some of the men who worked on the project. 


‘Three meetings in November and December saw the Board 
busy paying bills, and arranging for a renewal of the note at 
the bank, as municipalities still had not paid their requisitions, 
Evidently the alterations were proceeding at a satisfactory pace 
for the December 22 meeting asked Mr. Fyfe to advertise for a 


By this time the winter of 1919-1920 was already nearly 
three months long, and hardship was being experienced through- 
out the district. "To begin with good prices during the war 
had encouraged farmers to build up their herds to more than 
usual size. ‘The hay and grain crop had been short, following 
a dry summer, and the early snow in October had found many 
‘crops of greenfecd still in the stook. ‘The bundles were frozen 
to the ground and covered with snow. Digging them out was 
slow, exhausting, heart-breaking work. To make things worse, 
there was a recurrence of the ‘flu’ epidemic of the year before, 
and whole families became sick at once. Dr. Minorgan has told 
of a drive to an area “80 miles north of Islay in 40° weather 
to see Bob Braithwaite who had double pneumonia. My driver 
‘on that occasion was Rock Brown, who was a wonderful guide 
and driver” 














So many people were sick that Doctor Minorgan couldn't 
begin to care for them all and they couldn’t all have been 
hospitalized if the Hospital had been ready. Dr. Minorgan 
stopped at one farm where two grown brothers and their elderly 
father lived. The brothers were just recovering from the ‘flu’ 
He examined their hands and feet, and noted how the skin had 
broken away from under the fingernails and toenails. 






“You had enough fever to Kill you”, he said. “How did 
you manage to break it?” The old snan described how he had 
boiled senna leaves—the usual family remedy was to steep them 
—and gave it to them to drink, This kept the bowels active. 


“Good for you. I couldn't have prescribed anything better 
if I had tried,” was Dr. Minorgan’s reply. 


The Islay Hospital Board met on February 4, 1920, and 
accepted Miss A. J. Innes’ application for the position of nurse. 
A few days after that the Vermilion Standard carried a notice 
to the public that Islay Hospital had opened and was ready 
to receive patients on Monday, February 9, There had been 
trouble getting an operating table; the firm couldn’t supply 
the one ordered, and Dr. Minorgan’ was to order another one. 
Nevertheless the Hospital had opened and was admitting patients. 
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Evidently there were many patients admitted too, as the March 
10, 1920, meeting records that the Board opened the Preshy- 
terjan manse as an isolation 

hospital... 'The “flu” epidemie 

was persisting in the same 

G way as the long, long winter, 


Miss McIntyre had come to 
take over the duties of Matron 
from Mrs, Stone when the 
Board met in April of 1920. 
She received instructions to 
hire two undergraduate 

| nurses, No doubt it had been 
found that a staff of two 
nurses, one for day duty and 
one for night simply was not 
enough. Also, a gasoline- 
heated sterilizer was to be pur- 
chased. 


‘The May 20 meeting in- 
Homita, 1920." structed Mr. Fyfe to prepare 
for a ratepayers’ meeting in 
July, as it appeared that the Board would have to borrow money. 
Mr. Fyfe reported to the June meeting that the Department 
had advised against holding such a meeting, so none was held. 
This June 10 meeting was the fifteenth recorded in the 
first minute book. Ambrose Dixon, Tom Nichols, A. MeMillan 
and A. C. Wood had taken over the old Lady Minto Hospital, 
made alterations and opened it. Now MeMillan had left the 
Board, and N. Melnnes had taken his place. Mrs. 8. J. Irwin, 
from Streamsiown Municipality, had just become the fifth mem: 
ber. In such small ways is history made. At a 1961 Hospital 
Convention delegates would hear an address in which mention 
was made of Mrs, Irwin as the first woman to act on a municipal 
hospital board in Alberta, 


‘The first complete year of the Municipal Hospital's existence 
had seen the Board and the District's people severely tested. 
Money had been slow coming through from the municipalities, 
and special arrangements had had to be made to get money to 
carry on. Some returned men declared that the “hard winter” 
had'been a worse experience than the war. Indeed, an area 
that usually produced ample feed for its stock population had 
had to have municipal assistance in the importing and distribution 
of feed, The April 28, 1920, Standard records that hay ship- 
ments from other areas had been secured. C. W. Robinson of 
Vermilion and A. E. Ronaghan of Islay were in charge of dis- 
tribution for Vermilion Valley Municipality. Furthermore, muni- 
cipal money would continue to be slow in coming through to 
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the Board, as cattle prices dropped to a point where farmers 
not only made no profit but took a severe loss on the cattle 
‘they had wintered at such cost. 





Tt would be years before many farmers recovered from 
the effects of the “hard winter”. We suspect that it will be 
known as the “hard winter” for years to come, too, even though 
it was also the winter the Islay Hospital reopened! 
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DENTAL ROOM jn Islay Municipal 
McDermid’ Studio. (Courtesy Glenbow Foundation) 
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN 


FIRE ON THE NIGHT SHIFT 


There were some anxious moments on a night shift in 
March, 1928. ‘The janitor, Johnny Houle, had got up in the 
early hours of the morning to cheek fires’ in the kitchen stove 
and in the furnace in the basement. He had emptied ash 
pans and in doing so had used some cloths that were in the 
cupboard under the "dumb waiter,” or lift, that took trays 
from the Kitchen to wards upstairs. A. spark must have got 
‘on one of the cloths and remained on it, unnoticed, when he 
put the cloth back in the eupboard, 


Mrs. Constance Patterson (nee Clack) remembers that 
Dorothy Spencer, now Mrs. Tom Watts, was on night duty 
the time. When she smeiled smoke pouring out of the li 
upstairs she calmly and quickly closed the ward doors, s0 as 
not to alarm the patients, and rushed downstairs to notify the 
staff. All came rushing ‘out in night attire to fight the fire. 
Mrs. J. C. Mayers (nee Violet MeColeman) vividly remembers 
Being led along with Miss Gilchrist (ater Mfrs, Loyd Me- 
Fadden 

















of Isley Municipal Hospital 
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At first it was difficult to tell where the fire was, so 
water was thrown on it from both the ground floor and’ the 
upstairs, and it was not long before it was extinguished. Of 
course water ran out into the kitchen, and when the fire scare 
was over there was a job cleaning up the mess on the floor. 


Mrs, MeFadden remembers clearly the number of patients 
there were in at the time as the decision to evacuate them 
if the fire got out of hand would have been her responsibility 
as Matron. There were four new babies, two little girls, a 
little boy, and two ladies. ‘To make matters worse, there was 
no fire escape at that time! But quick action brought success 
and Mrs. MeFadden thinks none of the patients ever knew 
of the danger. After the fire was safely out, one of the patients 
said something to Johnny Houle about smelling smoke. Johnny 
replied, “Oh, the train just went through, and you can smell 
the smoke from it.” 


‘The Board minutes for March 8, 1928, make reference to 
construction of a fire escape, and it was not long afterwards that 
the present fire escape was built. Reading through the minutes 
of Board meetings through the years since then, we find frequent 
mention of fire drills, visits by fire inspectors, and suggested 
precautions against fire. 



















CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 


“A REAL FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE” 


Our chapter title is taken from a letter written by a lady 
who worked at Islay Hospital when Miss Nellie Gilchrist (now 
Mrs, Lloyd McFadden) was Matron, Mrs. Constance Patterson 
(nee Clack) of Mayerthorpe, has summed up nicely what several 
people have written of Miss Gilchrist’s service there. . Indeed, 
from letters and interviews we have got the impression of 
staff who liked their Matron, liked each other, and worked 
together well. Mrs. J.C. Mayers (nee McColeman) has written, 
“The months spent there were pleasant, the staff congenial, and 
the people friendly and co-operative”. 


‘There were problems and crises as usual. The lighting 
plant was causing trouble, and is mentioned frequently in. the 
Board minutes for these years. Archie Chambers has told us 
of being a patient at this time, The plant made a lot of noise 
when it was working, although it seemed to find many excuses 
for not working. ‘The harrassed Board tried different models, 
but with little luck. ‘They bought power from E, H. Moore. 
Later they bought power from the Islay Bleetrie Light Co. Once 
a general meeting of ratepayers was called to discuss the matter. 
We have no record of how or when the problem was satis 
factorily solved. 


‘The fire of March, 1928, has been dealt with in a chapter 
of its own. 








Nurses at that time were: Miss Ernestine Mattern (later 
Mrs. F. B. Watt), Miss MoColeman (Mrs. J. C. Mayers), Miss 
Corestine, Miss Spencer (Mrs. Tom Watts), Miss Barbara Baron, 
Miss ‘Thelma Kerr. The housekeeping staff included: Miss Con” 
stance Clack (Mrs. Patterson), Lena Smith, Luey Hannon, Mrs. 
Minard, Miss Newcombe, Miss Gur, Mrs. Harry Brown,’ John 
Houle, Mr. Kulon and Mr. Lingham. 


Mrs. McFadden recalls that in those days the nurses were 
responsible for the mending. One night three babies came, 
and there was already one in ‘the nursery. It was necessary to 
get busy and make a new baby's shirt, a8 there were only three 
on hand! 


One time a caesarian operation kept all available nursing 
staff busy, and they had to call on the cook to receive the 
baby. 


" 








Mrs, McFadden remembers that the entire Bob Braithwaite 
family “Bob, ‘his wife, and two ehildren—were hospitalized 
with the flu, 


Each time she would take the new Mercier baby to his 
mother, Mrs. Raymond Mercier, Mrs. MeFadden would remarl 
“Here's John”, or “John is in’ a good humor today”, or M; 
John’s growing!” When the time came for Mrs. Mercier to 
home, Mrs. McFadden asked, “What are you going to name 
him?” Mrs, Mercier replied, “You should Know, Miss Gilehrist, 
you named him!” 

Miss Ernestine Mattern was on night duty when Gwen 
‘Torrance was born. There was a concert on in the hall that 
night, and everybody was there, even the Doctor. ‘There was 
nobody to send, and too many things to be done soon, so Miss 
Mattern simply’ carried on alone. 


One fall day a little boy was brought in with a ruptured 
appendix. He eried and eried, and did not want, to stay, as he 
remembered that it was the same Hospital his mother had 
passed away in. His dad told him that Miss Clack (Mrs, Pat- 
terson) was here and would come to see him regularly. In the 
evenings staff members would go up and read to him and play 
games. The boy was a patient a long time, He spent Christ- 
mas in the Hospital, where Santa came as usual, and left gifts 
in the stocking and under the tree. When it came time for him 
to go, he did not want to leave. Islay Hospital had completely 
won him over! 


Mrs, McFadden follows with interest the careers of the 
babjes born while she was at Islay Hospital, and speaks of them 
as “my babies.” 


Several bad accidents pointed out the need for instruction 
in first aid, “Mrs. McFadden and Miss Drummond gave first 
aid classes in Islay in response to this need. One member of 
these early classes was later to become present Matron of Islay 
Hospital, Mrs. R. Bell (nee Hilda Shaw). 


Surely Florence Nightingale could ask no more than that 
‘the lamp” be passed on in this way! 
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 


SIX BOARD MEMBER: 





Tt is sometimes fashionable in certain cixeles to make fun 
of the democratic process and to ridicule those who take part 
in it, “The process is too slow”, these people say, “and the 
people, don’t possess the detailed’ knowledge to govern them- 
selves”. 





One cannot, read the minutes of the Islay Hospital Board 
without developing a deep respect for the democratic. process 
as it has worked in the forty-two years since 1920, and for 
those who have made it work, 


About thirty-seven citizens of the Islay Hospital District 
have served on the Islay Hospital Board, some for one term 
only, some for many years. 





“Ladies first" is the usual rule, so we shall mention Mos. 
8. J. Irwin first. Mrs. Irwin was elected to the Board in 1926 
to represent Streamstown Municipality. When she was elected 
some doubt was still being expressed in the province as to 
whether women were “persons” and entitled to’ serve on such 
Public bodies as hospital boards, although the right to vote 
4m federal elections had been granted in 1917. ‘In 1921, Mr. 
Justice Scott of the Alberta Supreme Court ruled that, in his 
opinion, women, definitely were persons. ‘The members of the 
Islay Hospital Board must have smiled then as Mrs. Irwin had 
proven the point by her contributions (o\ Board work. ‘The 
minutes of the Board show, for example, that Mrs. Irwin insisted 
that ratepayers get financial statements covering Hospital affairs 
Publie money was being used and a public accounting must be 
made for it, This policy has been followed throughout. the 
Years. Mrs. Irwin's proposal concerning a "nurses’ home” will 
be dealt with in another chapter. 


Reference has already been made in another chapter to 
‘Tom Lee's “point of principle”. Mr. Lee had insisted that the 
Board of the Municipal Hospital should assume the debts of 
the Lady Minto Board as well as its assets, He was elected to 
the Board in 1922, thus becoming one of two persons to work 
with both the Lady Minto Board and the Municipal Board.” He 
brought up the Lady Minto store bills not long after his election. 
By May 10, 1923, discussion of Lady Minto accounts had reached 
‘the point, where the Secretary, Mr. Beecroft, was instructed to 
ask the Attorney-General for an opinion concerning these bills. 
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At the June 7, 1928, meeting, it was decided that all bills 
approved by Mr. Fyfe, the last secretary. of the Lady Minto 
Hospital, should be paid. As Mr. Lee tells it, the process of 
persuasion was slow, and to the last there was one individual 
who opposed the payment of the accounts. But the “point of 
prineiple” had been gained, 


‘The record for length of service on the Islay Hospital Board 

vom belongs to Mr. A. B. Wood of Dew- 

berry. He was first elected in 1921, 

and served without a break until 

1948, a period of 27 years. He 

was ‘on the Board again in 1952 

and 1953 to complete the term of 

the late S.C. Butz, Mr. Wood's 

term of service included most, of 

the “roaring twenties”, all of the 

“dirty thirties” and all of the “war 

‘When he served in 1952 

he could say that, he had 

served in four different decades! 

In a letter written in 1961, Mr. 

Wood refers to the wish of the 

Board to provide free hospitaliza- 

"ANDREW Wo0D (L tion to the ratepayers. ‘This idea 

had been mentioned by the River- 

ton U.F.A, Local as early as 1928, for we have record of it in 

the minutes for November 28, The same idea received expres- 

sion at the February 21, 1927, annual meeting of Vermilion 

Valley Municipality, when G. W. Benson mentioned it in his 

report. Eventually the idea was taken up with the Department, 

which did not approve of it, If the Board was not allowed to 

Dring in free hospitalization for ratepayers, it certainly pioneered 

in providing special hospital services to the public. Mr. Wood's 
Jong service entitles him to a goodly share of the credit for thi 

progress. 


‘The February 8, 1947, minutes contain this statement: “Mr. 
‘Urquhart has completed 12 years on the Board, being Chairman 
since December 6, 194. During 12 years he never missed 
attending a Board meeting. ‘The Board expressed wholehearted 
appreciation of his able leadership during the trying years of the 
War, and the many benefits accruing to the Hospital District 
as the result of his untiring devotion to duty, and his wide 
knowledge and experience in public affairs.” ‘The board's 
expression of appreciation speaks volumes, leaving little to be 
sald by ts here, We shall hear more of Mr. Urquhart later. 


At a time when no one else could be found to serve, George 
Jack was willing to let his name stand. ‘Thus began @ career 
‘a8 Board member which lasted ten years, more than five of 
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which he spent as chairman, During this time the principle 
of the “reciprocal agreements” with neighboring hospital districts 
was discussed and eventually accepted. This alone would make 
his period of service worthy of special note. A rather extensive 
programme of renovation was also begun during Mr. Jack's time 
as Chairman, 


Most likely few ratepayers will believe that Mr. Shirreff, 
the present Chairman, has been a member of the Board for 
over 12 years, more than five of them as Chairman., Mr. Shirreff 
has insisted again and again that ratepayers are entitied to all 
the services provided by the municipality, Accordingly, he argues, 
all the hospitals with territory in the ‘municipality’ should be 
readily available to ratepayers, His support of this principle, 
and his insistence that Islay Hospital would gain as many patients 
as it lost by it, is at least part of the reason for the adoption 
of the “reciprocal agreements” principle in 1956. 





No doubt we have committed sins of omission in our listing 
of six unusual Board members, but we feel sure that members 
entitled to special mention will receive it elsewhere in these 
pages. 
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 


THREE LETTERS ABOUT BOARD POLICY 


We are very fortunate to have several excellent accounts 
of Hospital affairs as seen through the eyes of Board members, 
For two of those we are indebted to Mrs. G. J. Lively, Mrs. 
Lively has maintained an interest in Islay Hospital throughout 
the years, and made a habit of inquiring regularly concerning 
its progréss. On one of these occasions, in 1943, Mr. W. G. 
‘Urquhart, then Chairman of the Board, wrote a long letter giving 
an outline of the Hospitals operation at, that time. At that 
time he-had been a member of the Board for nine years, so was 
in an excellent position to write an account. Mrs. Lively kept 
his letter and made it available to the Committee, Here are 
the parts of the letter which are of interest to us, 


Islay, Alberta, 
M248, 
Dear Mrs, Lively: 


No doubt you will be surprised on seeing the signature to 
this, as Chairman of the Board of Islay Municipal Hospital Dis- 
trict. T saw your letter addressed to the Hospital and am very 
pleased to be able to give you some information about it and the 
splendid service it has given. Some months ago a Miss Brighty 
of the Department of Public Health wrote the Hospital for 
information as to its history as she was compiling information 
for some Department at Otiawa. I sent her as much as I knew 
of the start of the movement and gave her your address as 
being the one who could tell her all about it. ‘The Matron also 
borrowed a copy of Miss Teetgen’s book and sent that up. 


Sometime in 1920 the Province started a system of rural 
hospitals supy by taxation, Islay, being fortunate enough 
to have the building, fitted right into the scheme. A district 
was formed comprising parts of four municipal districts and the 
Village of Islay. Five directors are elected, one to each con- 
tributing area, ‘In all about, $20,000 was spent to remodel and 
equip the building. Now we have a well-equipped and up-to-date 
little hospital. Tt is heated with hot water, has hot and cold 
running water and sewage disposal plant, ‘The building is now 
stuccoed. ‘The operating room is up to date, there is an adequate 
X-ray machine, a first class dynatherm machine, and many 
things not usual ina rural hospital. ‘The Hospital has a splendid 
record, to date there has not been one maternity death. Every 
sort of medical and surgical case is handled, exeept where some 
specialist is required. Now there is a scheme to assist those 





82 











requiring to go to Edmonton for such services. To my mind 
there is only one thing lacking, and that is a proper appreciation 
bby the people of the splendid services available. All ratepayers 
are entitled to full service, all drug prescriptions, dressings, and 
X-ray or other lamp treatment, dynatherm, etc., at an inclusive 
charge of $1.00 per day. As soon as the war is over it is 
hoped to do away with even that charge and make it entirely 
free. The taxes average about §5 or $6 per quarter section, 
‘The annual cost of operation runs about $10,000.00. The patient 
days usually run about 8200 to 8500 per year. There are now 
lot of rural hospitals in Alberta. In fact the Province 
pretty well serviced by them. But it is thanks to the work 
you and Miss Teetgen did that Islay Hospital operates today. 
If the original building had not been there there would have 
been no chance of setting up the district. ‘There is a large unit 
at Lloydminster and at Vermilion. 





‘You would not know very many in these parts now. So 
many of the original settlers have moved away. Mary and I 
are nearly the oldest timers this side of Islay, Your old farm 
has had no one living on it for years now; the Cairns family 
still own the whole section, but the family ate scattered all over 
the continent, In the different branches of the farm organiza- 
tions I sometimes meet old timers who remember and inquire 
about Mr. Lively. I have heard news of you once in a while 
from Percy Morgan who still is in the neighborhood, 

This has been a very severe winter to date, with a lot of 
snow, and to cap that my whole crop is under the snow in common 
with ‘about 50% of the erop in Alberta; late season and early 
snow and shortage of manpower are the reasons. 

Mr. Fyfe was interested and pleased at your inquiry 
about him... . 

hope this brief note will show you that the work you did 
has been well worth while and has proved a real benefit to this 
neighborhood. Mary joins me in sending regards and 
remembrance, 





‘Yours sincerely, 
W. G. URQUHART. 


‘Twelve years later Mrs. Lively had written again for informa- 

tion, ‘This time Mr. W. L. Roebuck, with many years of Board 
serviee, both as secretary and chairman, answered. This letter 
too was carefully saved by Mrs. Lively and made available to our 
Committee. The text is as follows: 





Islay, Alberta, 
‘April 12, 1955. 





Dear Mrs. Lively 


In reply to a letter written to us some time ago, we would 
like to take a little time to give you some of the circumstances 
surrounding the operation of this institution at the present time, 
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‘The Hospital is now operated as a municipal unit which 
means that the chief source of revenue is supplied by direct 
taxation at the rate of five mills on all the property in the 
Hospital District. ‘This amounts to some $16,000 per year, and is, 
paid quarterly by the rural municipality to the Hospital Board. 

Ratepayers and their dependents are hospitalized for $1.00 
per day, and non-ratepayers residing within the District may 
purchase non-ratepayers’ contracts for $10.00 per year, which 
entitles them to the same privileges as ratepayers. 

I am enclosing a copy of our financial statement for the 
past year for your information. ‘The bed capacity rating is based 
‘on a cubie foot air space and area basis per bed, and is now 
rated at 18 beds and 4 bassinettes, the bed complement raised 
the capacity to 20 beds and 4 cribs plus the 4 bassinettes. 

We now employ a Matron, 4 nurses, 2 nursing aides, cook, 
Janitor, maid, laundress, and secretary-treasurer, full time. We 
operate on an eight hour nursing shift basis, and & 44 hour week. 

Mx, Urquhart has been dead for some time and Mrs. Urquhart 
is living in Vermilion. 








Me. W. L, ROEBUCK, im Office, 1956. 





I might add that there is a move on foot to close this 
Hospital and turn the building into a convalescent home for the 
aged. I will try to collect some newspaper clippings, and enclose 
them, that will shed some light on the subject. 
‘Yours very truly, 

W. L. ROEBUCK, 

Secretary-Treasurer, 

Islay Municipal Hospital, 

District No. 4. 














‘The third letter is from Mr, A. B. Wood who served on 
the Islay Hospital Board from 1921 fo 1948 and again in 1952- 
1958 to fill the vacaney ereated by the death of S.C. Butz, Mr. 
Wood has reviewed Board policy most ably. The text of his 
letter follows: 








Dewberry, Alberta, 
October 15, 1961 


Dear Mr. Ronaghan: 

During the first few years I was on the Board the $1.00 
per day rate only covered ward fees and ordinary medicines. 
Anything beyond that including special drugs ontered by a doctor, 
hhad to be paid as extras by the patient. 

‘The changes we made over the years were as follows: 

We passed a resolution to supply all drugs used by a patient 
without ‘extra charge. I remember our Matron could hardly 
believe her ears when we called her in and told her of the 
change. 

She said “All drugs, no matter how expensive?” We told 
her that was eorreet, 

We also did away with the charge for use of the operating 
room which was in effect at that time. 

Later we purchased an X-ray machine and included its use 
in the $1.00 per day. The doctor, of course, was at liberty to 
charge for operating the machine. 

We made arrangements with Edmonton hospitals to take 
patients from our district who were sent, there by our doctor. 
As Islay was a one-doctor town, or rather village, we made 
an arrangement with a Lloydminster doctor, whereby a patient, 
who thought he should be sent to Edmonton but whom our 
‘doctor thought could be treated in islay, could appeal to the 
said Lloydminster doctor. If the doctor agreed with the patient 
then the patient could go to Edmonton the same as being sent 
by our Islay doctor. If he agreed with the Islay doctor that 
finished the matter. The Islay Hospital paid the publie ward 
fee of the Edmonton hospital, and’ charged the patient the 
$1.00 per day, just as though hé had been in our Hospital. 

Later we tried to do away with the $1.00 per day rate, 
but could not get the required sanction of the Provincial Govern: 
ment. I remember the cabinet minister saying, “Not as long 
asT am Minister of Health”. 

I might mention that we had a woman member of the 
Board inthe person of Mrs. Sam Irwin. She represented 
Streamstown Municipality. “Mr. Lee took her place when she 

Yours sincerely, 
A.B, WOOD. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY 


‘THE “RESIDENCE” 


The earliest, recorded mention of a “nurses’ home” or 
“nurses’ residence” is in the Vermilion Standard report of a 
February 5, 1926, annual Hospital ratepayers’ meeting. During 
the discussion period Mrs, 8. J. Irwin rose lo recommend the 
building of a “nurses' home”. We do not have the Board minutes 
for that period, so there is no record of what the Board's reaction 
was, We must assume that the Board, or at least a majority, 
were opposed, as no action on building was taken for many 
years. 


Pressure on the Hospital's space began to be felt, very 
early. The April 7, 1921, minutes tell us of arrangements for 
fa bathroom on the lower floor. ‘This would make it necessary 
to move the dispensary which had been in that space, and that in 
turn would put pressure on other facilities, Mrs. Roy Kent 
has told us of meeting nurses at Mrs. Irwin's, No doubt Mrs. 
Irwin was far more aware of the staff's opinions concerning 
living quarters than the men were, 


Mrs. Chas. Redmond (nee Barnett) states that in 1987 
the Board had been renting a room in the hotel for the cook 
and Jaundress. ‘This arrangement was all right in spring or 
summer months, but not satisfactory in the fall or winter, as 
their room was cold and uncomfortable then. Discussion took 
place and the staff decided to double up and allow the cook 
and laundress to move back into the Hospital. Mrs. Redmond 
remarks, “This gave us a much more cheerful family life. ‘Their 
assistance with difficult patients was more than once 
appreciated.” 

Clearly it, was desirable to have the staff all together 
and handy to the Hospital 


The December 9, 1944, minutes tell us of a room being 
rented doyn town for the’ domestic siaff “due to congested 
conditions”. 























‘The attitude of the Department towards the project can be 
easily surmised from the following incident. In March, 1949, 
the Board held a special meeting with members of the Alberta 
Health Survey. By that time the Residence had become an 
accepted and appreciated part of the Hospital's facilities for its 
staff, and the former staff rooms had all been occupied for strictly 
hospital purposes. With all these changes noted, Mr. MeGilp 
suggested that there should he more room available for maternity 
patients! 
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‘The construction of the Residence provides us with an 
excellent example of the care with which a Hospital Board 
attacks a problem. Let us study the minutes concerning it 


‘The regular March meeting in 1945 heard a letter from 
Mr, Maxwell of the Department concerning ‘the provision of 
additional living accommodation for the staff”. 





Mr. Maxwell spoke to the July 5 meeting concerning hospital 
matters generally. A motion was carried unanimously that 
a special meeting be called for July 12 to review the matter 
of living accommodation. This July 12 meeting threshed out 
all aspects of the problem. ‘The Chairman and Secretary were 
to act as a committee to gather all information relative to 
the scheme, and report to the August meeting. 


‘The report was given as called for. 


Meetings in the remainder of the year make no mention 
of the project. 


‘The wheels began to turn in earnest in January of 1946 
when the Board requested the permission of the Minister “to 
expend $6,000.00 from surplus for the purpose of building a 
nurses’ home ‘as recommended by the Inspector of Hospitals 
report with a view to providing more accommodation for 
patients.” 


In February Mr. H. Waterfield was appointed convenor of 
a committee to secure plans and estimate costs, as Ministerial 
approval had been granted, A ratepayers’ meeting in Kenil- 
worth School that same month passed a resolution supporting 
the decision to build a nurses’ home, ‘The minutes tell us that 
approval was unanimous! 





The April Board meeting accepted Mr. Waterfield’s plans 
and specifications and submitted them for approval by’ the 
Department. 


May saw the plans approved after the visit of a Sanitary 
Engineer and Sanitary Inspector. ‘The Hoard decided to employ 
John Shaw and Sons, Bill and Fred, to build the residence. 
Mr. Jack Goodhope was to be employed as plumbing and heat- 
ing contractor, Estimates were to be secured for electrical 
installations. ‘The building committee were to have excavation 
done and procure materials. 


‘The August, meeting minutes refer to the building as “under 
construction”. Insurance is to be put on the new building. 


Spring of 1947 found the decorators at work. The Board 
called for, a “two tone color scheme, and wood work clear 
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Probably the staff moved into the Residence’ in the late 
spring or summer of 1947. Mr. George Jack remembers 1947 
as the year he became a member of the Board and as the year 
the residence’ was finished. This is the only information we 
have on the subject, as we have heard from none of the Resi- 
dence’s first occupants, The faithful minutes record that storm 
windows are being put on in November! 


‘The “Rexidoncs” ot seen from the north. 





We shall hear more about the Residence and the staff's 
efforts to equip it in a later chapter under the heading, “Little 
Efforts Hospital Club.” 











CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE 
DISASTER PLAN IN ACTION 


‘The Hospital's “disaster plan” provides for the efficient 
mobilization of all hospital facilities as well as of all nurses 
and nursing aides living within calling distance in the case of 
anemergency. The value of such a plan in time of war is obvious. 
‘The plan recognizes that a hospital's facilities may be severely 
tested even in time of peace by unusual fires, train or bus acci- 
dents, to name only a few, 


In 1960 the “disaster plan” at Lamont Hospital was. put 
into effect to cope with the situation caused by. the collision 
of a train with a school bus. Indeed it is not generally recognized 
that the “disaster plan” made it possible to save lives there 
which, might otherwise have been Tost through sheer lack of 
immediate eare, 





Visitors to Islay, Hospital would have noticed nothing very 
unusual on the evening of October 4, 1958. Mrs. R. Bell was 
on duty, and was fairly busy getting the patients ready for the 
ight a8 the Hospital was nearly full. A maternity case was 
admitted, and it, appeared that everything should be made 
ready for the baby's arrival. But. these things were all part 
of a typical evening’s duty. No visitor would have dreamed 
that, shortly after his departure the Hospital would have to 
meet @ challenge to its “disaster plan”. 











On the highway north of Islay two cars met in head-on 
collision and no less than nine persons were instantly in need 
of hospitalization. Shortly afterward Mrs. Bell had to set the 
“disaster” plan in motion. 


Fortunately all nurses and domestic staff were either in 
residence or readily available for double or triple duty until the 
situation was under control. Nurses called were Miss M. Gilpin, 
RN. Mrs, A. Purser, R.N.; Mrs. U. MacFadyen, Mrs.’ B. Me" 
Lennan, Miss Susan Hnatow, Miss B. Ewen and Mrs. L. Gessner. 
Domestic staff included Mr. J. Hurst, Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. 
W. Hannon, Mrs. D. Carey, and Mrs. G. Schaffer. In addition 
to’ Dr, Sweet, Dr, Evans and Dr. Stephens were called from 
Vermilion 





‘Two of the injured were released after first aid care, but 
seven had to be put to bed. ‘The staff hastily erected surplus 
beds, and moved beds from’ wards to sunrooms, but even with 
these arrangements four children had to be put in two beds. 
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All patients had serious lacerations and broken bones, and 
every effort had to be made to prevent some from bleeding 
to death before others could be given attention, 


In the midst of all this the baby arrived, and the little 
new life had to have the attention it deserved 


Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan had been on the nursing staff, but 
was herself a patient the night of the accident. She remembers 
that one little girl cried when her dress was removed. The 
dress was torn and covered with blood. “And that’s my very 
best dress too,” she sobbed. Miss Gilpin came into the ward to 
heck on the child’s condition, and ‘Mrs. Ronaghan offered her 
help. 


“Would you mind watching this little girl, Mrs. Ronaghan?” 
asked Miss Gilpin, “She's bleeding from behind her ear. Hold 
these swabs, and try to Keep her quiet. "There's a lady ih worse 
condition, and I think she'll have to have blood transfusions” 


‘The mother and her newborn baby were finally put to bed, 
freeing more staff for help in the stitching of cuts and the 
setting of broken bones. As the night wore on patient after 
patient was dealt with and made as comfortable as possible. 
It became clear that the most seriously injured patient. would 
have to be transferred to the Royal Alexandra Hospital in 
Edmonton, and arrangements had to be made for this, 


Mrs. Hannon (nee Podhaniuk) remembers that nearly the 
whole staff were there until five o'clock in the morning. In 
only an hour or so the day shift would be coming on duty 
and patients would be waiting for their breakfast! About twenly- 
three trays would be needed during the coming weeks, 


‘The Hospital's “disaster plan” had worked all through the 
night at saving lives and bringing a new life into the world. 











CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO 


PROBLEMS OF THE BOARD 


The Islay Hospital Board has held an average of more than 
eleven mectings a year since the District's first board met in 
1919. ‘This is about 473 meetings. Once a month the member 
assemble in the Hospital dining room. Sometimes busines 





routine and easy to handle, At other times very difficult points 
arise, and advice must be sought from the Department, from 
the Attorney-General or from the Board of Public Utility Com- 
missioners. Difficult decisions may then have to be taken. 
At all times public business is being done whether the general 
public is aware of it or not. 





Perhaps there has been difficulty with the heating or plumb- 
ing system, Perhaps the roof is in need of repairs. ‘The fire 
commissioner may have pointed out that a change in regulations 
calls for some changes in construction here and there. 


On another plane the resignation of a nurse may have 
been received, and it is necessary to find a replacement. It may 
be necessary to ask for a resignation, in view of certain facts 
that have come to light, 


A deputation of ratepayers may wait on the Board with a 
‘complaint of one kind or another. 


Economie Changes 


In an earlier chapter we discussed how Islay’s unusually 
good situation as a “terminal” on the Canadian Northern Railway 
helped to make the Islay Hospital possible. Events of the 1920's 
and 1980's hit the village of Islay severely, and caused many 
problems for the Islay Hospital Board. 





No fewer than four lines of railway were built into areas 
that had formerly used Islay as a terminal point. ‘The railway 
line through Bonnyville and its branch line to Heinsburg brought 
to an end any need for such eattle drives as were mentioned 
in anearlier chapter. ‘The Canadian Pacific Railway line through 
Clandonald, Dewberry, Hazeldine cut off the tremendous ship- 
ments of grain from’the northern townships of the Hospital 
District. To the south the railway line into Paradise Valley 
induced many farmers to ship their grain through that point 
rather than make the long trip north to Islay. 


Mrs. Moore (nee Bessie Duncan) has told how busy a place 
Islay was in 1926. “People came by team and sleigh from north 
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of Dewberry and many miles south of Islay”. “I remember 
the long row of sleighs which lined the street’in front of the 
livery stable, Ernest Moore's Cafe on the corner was always 
busy. ‘There was also another cafe, and the hotel did 2 good 
business”. This was all to change very soon, as preparations 
were being made that very year for the railway soon to pass 
to the north. 


‘The Hospital was not adversely affected by these events. 
In fact, settlement of C.P.R. and Hudson’s Bay lands in the 
neighborhood of Clandonaid in the late twenties and early thirties 
was to help give the Hospital four of the busiest consecutive 
years in its history. A study of the table of admissions and 
births shows that 77 babies were born in Islay Hospital in 
1982 and this was the first of four years in which admissions 
would approach 500. People continued to get sick and require 
hospitalization regardless of where their new trading centres 
were, 








‘The depression of the 1930's caused Board members many 
a headache, as many patients simply could not pay their bills. 





“paid with potatoes and berries”. A. 
“Paid Turkeys—1984”. A 1981 account 
was marked “Paid 1936”. And many thousands of dollars due 
from patients had to be written off as uncollectable. Municipal 
road building did not keep pace with settlement changes in the 
hard years of the 1980's, and this seems to account for many 
of the problems facing the Board in the late 1980's, People 
‘were becoming used to cars, but many roads were still suitable 
for horse and buggy traffie only. 


In 1985 the question of a sub-hospital at Dewberry was 
raised. Eventually the possibility of forming a new hospital 
district in that area, was studied. ‘The Department's answer 
was that the formation of new hospital districts was not con 
templated. Finally it was arranged that the Islay doctor should 
open an office in Dewberry and be available there one day a 
week. This arrangement, while an improvement, did nothing 
to improve the roads to Islay when a patient had to be brought 








In December 1938 the Board was in correspondence with 
the municipal districts, asking them to keep the roads open 
north and south of Islay. 


‘Diseatisfaction with road conditions and developing com- 
munity, consciousness led to other requests for a change in 
hospital services in 1939. Special attention was given to the 
idea of a nursing home in Dewberry. Later, meetings were 
held with the Vermilion Hospital Board concerning a nursing 
home in Clandonald. 
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Negotiations on this project eventually broke down. 


‘The January 13, 1940, Board meeting gave its approval 
to the request of Township 55, Range 4, to be transferred to 
‘The Elk Point Hospital Distriet. 


In the years 1947, 1948, and 1949 there was a movement for 
the formation of a new hospital district in the north-eastern 
part of Vermilion River Municipality. A hearing was held in 
Lloydminster by the Board of Public Utility Commissioners, 
‘This hearing brought out many points of interest to all. It 
was shown that both Islay and Lioydminster Hospital Districts 
would suffer financially from the formation of a new district. 
Also, if Islay Hospital were closed many ratepayers in the 
southern end of the district would have to travel from 25 
to 40 miles to obtain hospital service. 


All through the 1950's people interested in hospitals were 
discussing the “reciprocal agreements” whereby ratepayers would. 
be allowed to use neighboring hospitals provided their Board 
had agreements with those other hospitals. The idea was men- 
tioned as early as 1950 by an Islay Hospital Board. At that 
time the Board had emergency cases in mind. Matters were 
brought to a head in 1954 by the petition to remove townships 
47, 48, 49 and 50 in range 5 from the Islay Hospital District. 
‘The Board, when asked, expressed its disapproval and the peti- 
tion was refused by the Board of Public Utility Commissioners. 


At the annual meeting of the Vermilion River Municipality 
in February of 1955 a resolution was passed “to hold a meeting 
of the ratepayers of the Islay Municipal Hospital District to 
consider the closing of the Islay Hospital and the utilizing of the 
buildings for a home for the aged”. ‘The Board met with the 
Municipal Council about the matter and later decided that a 
ratepayers’ meeting was not necessary. 








Meanwhile, a spirited correspondence went on in the local 

newspapers concerning “The Islay Hospital Question” and public 

interest was aroused. A petition was cireulated asking for a 

atepayers’ meeting under section 62 of the Municipal Hospitals 
ct. 

‘This meeting was held on June 22, and a very large number 
of ratepayers attended, A motion was passed favoring “the 
maintenance, operation’ and the extension of the services of 
Islay Municipal Hospital”. A motion for reciprocal agreements 
between Elk Point, Islay, Vermilion and Lloydminster was lost, 

Delegations waited on the Board in July and again in 
November asking for a plebiseite on reciprocal agreements with 
Elk Point, Vermilion and Lloydminster. The Department advised 
that there was no provision for a plebiscite on such a matter, 
and that the Board could deal with the matter. The following 
motion was passed at the January 20, 1956, mecting: 
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“That ratepayers and contract holders of the Vermilion, 
Lloydminster and Elk Point Hospital districts be granted the 
same privileges in the Islay Hospital: 


‘That the standard form of reciprocal agreement approved 
by the Department of Health be the basis of negotiation between 
the Islay Hospital Board and the Boards indicated: 


‘That the adoption of the proposal, by all of the Hospital 
Boards named, be a provision necessary to the adoption of the 
agreement policy by the Islay Municipal Hospital Board”. 


Certain people predicted that this agreement amounted to the 
closing of Islay hospital, as people would tend to prefer the 
larger hospitals, In fact, it has been found that as many patients 
ome to Islay from the other hospitals as leave this distriet 
for other hospitals. 


What is the relationship of transportation to the future of 
Islay Hospital and the other hospitals? ‘There is. no doubt 
that a good north-south highway, well maintained at all seasc 
would do much to encourage use of the Hospital's, services, 
Perhaps the construction of a bridge at Heinsburg is a good 
‘omen, pointing to the completion of such a highway. 


However, it appears that other factors have a bearing on 
this problem.’ At the meeting in June, 1955, Mr. Roebuck, then 
Secretary of the Islay Hospital District, told a story which 
illustrates a point which enters into all’ hospital affairs and 
about which no laws are effective. A lady who lived in Lloyd 
minster was about to have her baby. She and her husband left 
Lloydminster, passed by Islay and Vermilion where there were 
hospitals, and reached Manville, where the doctor and hospital 
of her choice were, but not before the baby arrived! The 
child’s mother, in using her freedom of choice, had left and 
passed three hospital districts set up by the people to provide 
the care she needed. ‘The lady wanted to go.to the doctor 
of her choice, The human element was more important than 
all the facilities provided by hospital boards 


‘Most likely boards have done all they can do when they 
have provided facilities and made it possible for these to be 
used. reciprocally. 

















“J, John R, Karman .. .” 


_, From time to time the Board has the pleasure of receiving a 
gift and of acknowledging: receipt of it on behalf of the Hospital, 
‘These gifts always have the same effect as a vote of confidence, 
‘and are weleomed as such. 


John R, Karman was hospitalized in the summer of 1951. 
He had not had much to do with hospitals and mistrusted them 
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as a matter of principle, His treatment in Islay Hospital 
came to him as something of a surprise, we are told. The 
fact that, he had to be hospitalized at all disturbed him, how- 
ever, and he arranged for the preparation of a. will. 


T. Merrill McKerihan was named as executor. He directed 
that one-third of his estate should go to Islay Hospital, one-third 
4p the Canadian Red Cross Society, and one-third to the Salvation 

my. 


The will was witnessed by James MeCorry, Q.C. of Kitscoty, 
and Florence Wickham, then on the staff of Islay Hospital. 


‘The Board minutes of September 4, 1954, mention the 
adoption of the report of the will of “the late John R. Karman”. 
‘The report was filed pending settlement of the estate, 


When the estate was settled it was revealed that the Hos- 
pital’s share was a sum of money sufficient to buy a major 
addition to Hospital equipment. After some consideration. the 
Board decided to obtain the latest in X-ray equipment. This 
was done, and the equipment was installed in the upper floor 
of the stm porch. Authorities agree that the equipment is 
of a kind seldom found in smaller hospitals, Having obtained 
the services of a qualified X-ray technician, the Board can offer 
an X-ray service of high quality 


A plaque mounted near the equipment now commemorates 
Mr, Karman’s generous gift. 


The earliest recorded gift to Islay Municipal Hospital was 
made in 1922, when Mr, Morrant gave books to begin a library. 
‘The Board arranged for bookeases at a later meeting, and the 
library was under way. 


Mrs. G. J. Lively, one of the founders of the Islay Lady 
‘Minto Cottage Hospital, has on a number of occasions made 
cash donations toward the purchase of books for the library. 


Books have been donated by Mr. and Mrs. J. W. G. Morrison, 
of Vermilion, and by the Frog Lake Chapter of the L0.D.E. 
Books have been donated by Mr. and Mrs. Allen Ronaghan. 


The Gideons have presented Bibles to the Hospital in line 
with their policy of distributing copies to public institutions 
‘Miss Faithful made a gift of $5.00 to be used at the Board's 
diseretion. 
In 1987 Mr, Holden gave $10.00 toward the purchase of 
a fluoroscope. 


For a considerable time the Kent family loaned a wheel 
chair to the Hospital. ‘This chair was eventually purchased 
by the Board. 
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‘The Ladies’ Organization of the Anglican Church have from 
time to time donated books, fruit and vegetables. 


Mr. and Mrs. Chas, Robertson donated sacks of potatoes. 


Gifts have also been received from W. Waterfield, Sr., Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Young, and Mr, and Mrs. J.T. Fyfe. 


‘The Irwinville and Marwayne Churches have given flowers 
and vegetables. Dewberry, Marwayne, Islay and Kitscoty United 
Chureh organizations have given gifts on many occasions. The 
Marwayne Horticultural Society have been faithful donors of 
flowers and vegetables after each horticultural show. 


In April of 1962 the Kitscoty Women’s Institute presented 
the Hospital with two bedside lamps and two foot stools in 
memory of Mrs, Charles Miller. 


When CKSA-TV in Lloydminster started operations the 
staff of the Hospital decided to purchase a 17” T.V. for the 
fuse of both staff and patients. The set is a portable model 
Dut is in the Hospital dining room. Many people contributed 
towards the payment of the set. Mr. J. H. Ford of Islay put 
the set in with the understanding that ‘the staff would make 
monthly payments, Ina little more than a year the set was 
completely paid for through the generosity of Mr. Albert Van 
den Dolder. Contributions eame from the Riverton Ladies’ Club, 
the Islay United Chureh W.A., Mrs. N. Cundal, Mr. Forbes Tough, 
Mire. D. Hannon, Mr, G. Garnier, Miss M. M. Carey, Mrs. W. 
Hannon, Mrs, W. Kuzek, Mrs. R. Bell, Mr. J. Hurst, Mrs. E. 
Beckett, Mr. A. Isert, Mrs. U. MacFadyen, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, 
Mrs. F. MacLean, Mrs. H. M. Kneen, Mrs. Potter, Mr, C. Midgley, 
Mis. GJ. Lively, Mrs, E. Makohoniuk, Mrs, D. Braithwaite, Mrs. 
John Garey, Mrs. J. Ure, Mrs. Dave Buchanan, Mr. J. White 
ite, Mr. @, Mathison, Mr, Geo. MeNabb, Mrs.’ M. Budda,, Mr. 
‘and’ Mrs, George Schaffer, Mrs. T. Anderson, Miss K, Rainey, 
Sis. A. Purser, Mr. and Mrs, A! Ronaghan, Mrs. W. Lively and 
Mrs. B, Boothman, 


‘The February 9, 1952, minutes contain mention of thanks 
for a special kind of gift.’ Mrs. Chas, Kennedy had gone to @ 
Jot of trouble to organize a Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Islay Hospital, 
‘and the Board expressed appreciation on that occasion, Con 
Suering the part that auxiliaries play in the work of other 
‘Alberta hospitals, perhaps this is the place to express the hope 
that this aniversary year will see a revival of the Auxiliary 
onee begun by Mrs. Kennedy. 





Public Relations 


Perhaps one of the most difficult problems for any Board 
of any hospital has to do with the field of public relations, By 
their very nature hospitals do not attract public interest and 
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public enthusiasm very often. Hospitals are in the news when 
the Queen officiates at the opening of a new one, Even the 
fact that the Irish Sweepstakes are run to support Irish hospitals 
goes comparatively unnoticed. The races are far more interesting 
than the hospitals, 


‘The Islay Hospital Board has used several methods to eall 
attention to its work. ‘The first, of course, is the annual meeting 
of ratepayers. Experience shows that an annual meeting is a 
success when some issue arises. When there is no issue, 
attendance at such meetings is small. But Islay Hospital Boards 
have persisted, and the records show a considerable number of 
ratepayers’ meetings, in Islay Hall, Kenilworth School, Dew- 
berry Hall. 


Auditors’ annual statements have been sent out each year, 
in the belief that the ratepayers ought to know how the mone 
's being spent, | Occasionally quarterly statements have been 
posted in conspicuous places such as post offices. 

From time to time a “Hospital Day” or a “Better Health 
Day” has been arranged, usually in Islay Hall, and with a speaker 
sent out from the Department of Health. 

Lessons in first aid have been offered, both in Islay and 


elsewhere. Mrs. Chas. Redmond has mentioned Herbert School 
in this connection, 





In the last analysis the best way to let people know about 
‘the Hospital is to let the people come to it and see for themselves. 
Arrangements for the first open house were made for May 31, 
1959, We cannot do better than quote the news item that 
appeared after the event. 


“ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 
HOLDS OPEN HOUSE 


ISLAY—Bouquets of glads and carnations decorated the 
entrance and halls of the Islay Hospital for the recent ‘open 
house’, A steady stream of visitors were directed from the 
waiting room to the office by Mr. J. Hurst, Here they were 
welcomed by Miss Marie Carey who Was in charge of the guest 
book. On display in the office were various nursing school 
calendars and pamphlets deseribing the various occupations 
available in hospitals. Also on display was the first day 
register of the hospital—at that time named the ‘Lady Minto 
Hospital’. Visitors were then taken on an escorted tour of the 
hospital by Miss Gilpin, Matron; Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. N. Cundal, 
‘Mrs. M. Walton and Mrs. R. G.'Purves.” Residents thoroughly 
enjoyed the tour through the operating room, case room, X-ray 
and Lab departments, patient wards and nursery. X-ray and 
[ab procedures were fully deseribed by Mr. L. Marian. Included 
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on the tour was 9 visit to the work shop, laundry, store rooms 
and kitchen. In the dining room guests were served tea, sand- 
wiches and a variety of small cakes. Yellow and mauve mums 
and shasta daisies centered the lace covered tea table, Serving 
during the afternoon were Miss E, Podhaniuk, Mrs, W. Hannon, 


HOSPITAL DAY, MAY, 1959, Weiting Room 
Standing: Mr, ck Hurt. Siting: let to. right, 
Mee W! Hannon, Mes D. Hannon, Mrs D. Carey. 





Mrs. D. Carey and Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan. At 8:30. p.m. 
tea and lunch was served to the patients. Guests calling during 
the afternoon were from Islay, Kitscoty, Dewberry, Clandonald, 
Vermilion, Marwayne, Tolland, Edmonton, Lloydminster and 
Waseca, Sask.” 

Many visitors expressed amazement at the changes that 
had come about. Actually, fairly extensive renovations had 
been going on for six years, and have continued to the present. 

Cooking was changed to propane in 1956, and changed over 
to natural gas in 1957, service provided by Northwestern Utilities. 

Mr, Wm, McLean made a handsome new chart desk for 
the upstairs hall, replacing the famous old “Montreal” desk of 
1912 days. 

In 1959, the nurses home was redecorated, and the outside 
of all buildings painted. 
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During 1960 the staff went on a 44-hour week. In Septom- 
ber the laundry was sent out to McGale’s in Lloydminster on 
a twice weekly pickup. New tiles were laid in many areas of 
the Hospital by Mr. Ward McDonald. DeVae Windows of 
Edmonton installed a new fire door and 19 aluminum windows. 
‘The remainder were installed in 1961. 


In 1961 new furniture was put in the residence and a 
completely new semi-private suite put in the maternity ward, 
New drapes were hung by the Lloydminster Color Centre. ‘The 
stairs to the second floor were closed in according to the direc 
tions of the Fire Commissioner and the fire alarm was connected 
to the Residence. ‘The drive-way was cemented and new front 
steps were put in, 


In early 1962 an extensive job of interior redecoration was 
done by Stan H. Manyluk of Vermilion. A new operating room 
lamp is also to be installed by Elbrond & Son, Electricians of 
Vermilion, and supplied by the Stevens Co. of Calgary. 


‘As this is written, in April, 1962, the Hospital has more 
of the appearance of a comfortable and beautiful home. Gone 
is the institutional severity of other days. 








CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE 
“AND TALK OF MANY THINGS” 


‘Was Minister of Health 


We were fortunate in being able to contact Mr. R. G, Reid, 
who served both as Minister of Health and Premier of Aiberta. 
We quote part of Mr. Reid's letter: 


“1 was, as you surmised, the Minister of Health who, 
accompanied by A. K. Whiston, attended a mecting of your 
Board on October 12th, 1921. I'am sorry I have no knowledge 
of Mr. Whiston’s present address. 


As you may know, I was farming south of Manville before 
being pitehforked into'the government. I was a member of the 
Board of Number 1 Municipal Hospital at Manville”. 





Who Remembers Stokkeville? 


Listen to the addresses given by patients in the early 1920's. 
We wonder how many of them are given as addresses today: 
Hollington Bridge, Greenlawn, Dewberry, Wellsdale, Primula, 
Ethelwyn, Riverton, Ferguson’ Flats, High River, Greenshields 
(Sask.), Earlie, Tring, Moyerton, Irwinville, Onion Lake, Hind- 
ville, ‘Landonville, Wildwood, Frog Lake, Bridstow, Tolland, 
Heitsbirg, Vanesti, Stolteville, Kitseoty, Bamonton, Youngs: 

wn. 


Who remembers Stokkeville? Mr. E. Monger remembers 
Stokkeville, and tells us that, it was near where Kolnee post 
office was’ in later years. The Post Office Department have 
notified us that Stokkeville was closed in December, 1924. 





In the Days Before Driers 


‘This will bring back memories for many who have struggled 
with frozen clothes in sub-zero temperatures. Mrs, C. Moore 
{nee Bessie White) worked at Islay Hospital from January to 
March of 1926. 


“No doubt working conditions will have improved since 
those faraway days. For $30.00 a month I worked long hours 
in the basement, which was always steamy and damp. | T washed 
clothes each morning and tried to finish before dinner if possible. 
‘This left the afternoon free for ironing which in itself was a 
big job. I did the washing and ironing for the six staff members 
in addition to the hospital laundry. ‘There were always a great 
number of starched uniforms to be ironed. 
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‘The wet clothes were carried from the basement, to. lines 
outdoors and allowed to freeze for some hours. In this frozen 
condition they were carried back to the basement and hung on 
lines, to dry. ‘This drying was a long time operation which 
required a great deal of turning and re-hanging of the clothes. 


The cook and I had two days off every two weeks. ‘The 
‘one remaining on the job had to look after both cooking and 
Jaundry. This was quite difficult and 1 sometimes wonder how 
We managed it. I seldom took the days off as my home was 
in Vermilion, and the train was the only means of travel, which 
meant leaving and returning at a midnight hour. Then too, 
on a salary of $80.00 a month even the $1.00 return fare was 
a consideration.” 





Faithfulness and Devotion 


Dozens of people have remarked and written that a history 
of Islay Hospital would not be complete without a mention 
of Tom White's long service of “faithfulness and devotion”, as 
Mrs, Dave Martin (nee Hancock) has phrased it. 





es Poters, Reich Nur 


‘Tom White acted as janitor from 1924 to 1941, Mrs, W. S. 
Easton has written: “T am sure he is remembered with affection 
by countless women, for whom he did little chores, such as 
shopping for small items, bringing mail, mailing letters—any- 
thing at all—and always with such good-natured willingness. 
He planted and trimmed hedges, and for a time had a big 
vegetable garden as well as flower beds”. 


‘The Board had the approval of many patients when it voted 
a retirement bonus to ‘Tom White “in token of this appreciation.” 
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MABEL NELSON, 1930 "MABEL NELSON, 1933, 


Miss Mabel Nelson worked as cook at Islay Hospital, serving 
for several years, She trained as a nurse and later retuned 
‘as nurse. Hence the pictures, “From Cook to R.N.” 


Some Kind of Record 


‘The Islay news in the Vermilion Standard for December 1, 
1927, carried this item: “There were eight babies born to seven 
mothers in the local hospital last week”. 


‘That may be a record of some kind for Islay Hospital. No 
doubt we will hear about it when this appears in print! 





Vie Dennill's Snowmobile 


Many a patient from the Dewberry area remembers being 
brought to the Hospital by Vie Dennill and his snowmobile. Mrs. 
Chas, Redmond has reminded us of his efforts at perfecting 
the machine, until he was able to travel easily throughout the 
country to bring in the siek. The snowmobile became a familiar 
sight on the road between Dewberry and Islay in the late 1980's 
before snowplowing became common on country roads. 
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‘Things a Doctor Remembers 





B. E, KNAPP, M.D. 


Dr. B. E, Knapp has favored us with some memories of his 
practice in Islay: “During my stay in Islay an X-ray machine 
was installed, our youngest son James was born (July, 1929), and 
more twin births occurred in 1928 at the Islay Hospital than 
at any hospital from Lloydminster to Edmonton during that 





‘The Hospital Was Without a Patient 


Many a busy nurse must have wondered what it would be 
like to have no patients at all. Mrs. Chas. Redmond has expressed 
this very nicely, concerning nursing in the late thirties: “In 
those days, especially at night, if the nurse saw car lights out 
on the trails, she just hurried about doing up her work, feeling 
quite sure that ina few minutes she probably would have another 
patient, 


It was during the period 1987-1941 that, for the only time, 
and for about a half-hour, the Hospital was without a patient” 
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Eight Months Wasn’t So Long 


Mitdrod Heskell and 





Mrs. Cecil Sinclair (nee Mildred Haskell) has written to 
tell of memories of being in Islay Hospital as a child. She got 
thoroughly aequainted with the Hospital, having come in in the 
first part of August of one year, and remaining until the latter 
part of April of the next. For a child of four this was a long 
time, but the kindness of Miss Bullock, Dr, Knapp, and Tom 
White helped make the time shorter. Miss MeLeod is remembered 
especially for the many little things she did that were especially 
dear to a child's heart, 

Mrs, Sinclair sent along a snapshot, that proves that Santa 
came to her even though she was in the Hospital. She was glad 
to go home when the time came, but she will always remember 
that the eight months wasn’t really so long. 





“To Let the Water Out” 


Dr, Sweet has become famous for his ability to get to any 
part of eastern Alberta regardless of weather or bad roads, A 
hundred stories are told and retold, but all simply prove that 
if you want to get somewhere badly enough you can do it. 


In the spring of 1943 the Vermilion River flooded its valley 
from side to side. At one bridge the water was running a foot 
for more deep across the road and swirling around the approach 
to the bridge. It is not certain if the Doctor was on his way 
to Dewberry or on the way back, but it makes no difference 
to the story. Several ears had stopped a each ide, thelr drivers 
wondering whether to cross or go back. The Doctor took a sight 
‘at the spot where the road emerged at the far shore and stepped 
on the gas. 
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Dr. A. H. SWEET, BSc, MD., CM, LMC.C. 





‘The road had not washed away anywhere and the Doctor 
made his way triumphantly through the water, leaving a regular 
trail of bubbles in his wake. At one point’ where the grade 
was low the water appeared to come clear up to the bottom 
of the radiator. Watchers on both banks wondered if the engine 
had stopped, but reasoned that, as the car continued to move, 
the exhaust pipe must be under water. It was not long before 
the roar of the motor was heard again, and the car seemed 
fo shake itself as it broke from the water and made for the 
shore, 


“Then", informants all agree, 
to let the water out”. 











the Doctor opened the door 





Can't Change Gears” 





Roads were still very muddy and rutty one early spring 
day when Dr. Sweet drove his ear to Inman's Garage and reported 
that he couldn't change gears, High gear was all right, but he 
couldn't shift into second or low. Inspection revealed that the 
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cause was simple enough: neither of the two gears was left, 
‘They had fallen out somewhere. 


The story was pieced together eventually. At one place 
the Doctor had decided that the prairie beside the fence line 
as more solid than the thawing surface of the road. Just over 
the brow of a hill a farmer had made quite a pile of rocks, 
now partially obscured by dead grass and weeds. A telephone 
pole had to he avoided at any cost, and the Doctor was trying 
to keep speed up. Legend has it’ that one of the gears was 
found at the rock pile, and the other was found a little further 


‘The Podl Fire 


Mrs, Bill Gillies (nee Gingell) remembers the time that, the 
Alberta Wheat Pool elevator burned down in May, 1945. The 
fire broke out in the top of the elevator, and a strong south 
wind carried burning shingles over much’ of the town. As it 
happened, many people were out north-east of Islay helping fight 
a prairie fire, so there was a shortage of help. The Anglican 
Church and the C.N.R, station were completely destroyed. Many 
buildings caught on fire, but were saved by quick action. ‘The 
grass caught on fire and a small prairie fire swept up the hill, 
threatening the Hospital. “The Hospital was never in any danger”, 
writes Mrs, Gillies, “but we spent a few anxious hours, sind had 
everyone ready to move out if it became necessary”.’ Luckily 
there was plenty of water in the slough at the foot of the hill, 
and volunteers could soak sacks in the water and beat out the 
burning grass. 


A Long Fall 

Many people will remember the time Bill and Mervin 
Christman had the accident at the bridge over the railway east 
of Clandonald. ‘They had been doing some road grading with a 
tractor and grader and were returning home. Just as they 
were crossing the bridge something went wrong. with the steer 
ing on the tractor. The tractor went off the bridge, and the 
grader, jack-knifed over it during the fall to the tracks below. 


A neighbor happened to pass by shortly afterward and hastened 
to the rescue. 


Both were admitted to Hospital late at night with broken 
bones and serious bruises. Their convalescence was made in- 
teresting by the number of visitors who came regularly to see 
them. | Some of these visitors had taken the trouble of stopping 
and estimating the fall by standing on the bridge. Others went 
down to the tracks and estimated it from there. Bvidently none 
had measured it. “Accordingly, there was a wide variation in the 
stories told about the accident. All agreed that their August, 
1945, fall had been a long one indeed, and that they 
very lucky to survive it, 
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Frances Mills, Mrs. Mary Walton, 1955, 
“There Stood the Matron and a Nurse” 


‘Mrs. Bruce McLennan (nee Grech) has passed along this 
account to show still another way in which a nurse may be 
called on to help, 

“T was on night shift all alone. We had about 22 patients 
in the Hospital, and at least five new babies to look after. I 
had just gone off duty, and had crawled into bed thinking of 
all that had happened during that night shift, Just as I was 
about to drop off to sleep a knock came at the door. Before 
T could answer the door flew open, and there stood the Matron 
and the nurse, 

‘Come on, Anne, get up. We need your bed. Another 
maternity case has come in, 


I found another bed somewhere”, 





WE DIDN'T WANT TO BE A PATIENT 


‘Mas. A. Purser remembers very clearly a litle boy who did't want to be 
‘patient. He required certain treatment, but wasnt fling sick 
sigere® nothing the matter seth me,” he kept repeating to. mires and 
He escaped four or five times, and four or five times he was brought back 
by Doctor Sweet alter townspeople hed supplied hin with clothes, ‘ally the 
chill of the evening (it was early November) made him Tose enthusiasm for seh 
escapades, and next day it was decided that he could be discharged and browgit 
in regularly for tentments, i 
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“Bring In His Horse!” 


Not long ago a little boy was hospitalized for a scalp con 
dition which required regular care. He soon became bored with 
the games, books and amusements available around the Hospital, 
and wanted to go home. This was not possible, because of the 
need for regular treatment. Nurses were becoming annoyed, 
as a bouncing healthy boy is very difficult to get along with 
in the close quarters of hospital wards. Consultation with Doctor 
‘Sweet solved the problem. “Have them bring in his horse!” 


Boy and horse spent many happy hours together on the 
grassy slopes in the free time between meals and treatments, 





2, 191: 





Dec. 22, 1913; Marsert 
Ronde, Nov. 23, 1958; Petre 


‘THREE GENERATIONS BORN IN THE HOSPITAL 

‘There fs reord of at least one set of ee generations in direct line born 

in the Hosp, ‘They ares Mr. Cordon Mathion (ace Mary Apples), born 

Bea'Sa, 1913; Mrs. Corald West (ce Margaret Mathivon), bor Marek St, 16395 

feb Soak ‘Mona Wen born Nove 35, 198, tod Tain West, bora 
ov. 21, 1861 


A Landmark Is Torn Down 


Islay's fixst two elevator buildings were destroyed by fire, 
the first one in 1929, and the second in 1945. The latter had 
been built by the United Grain Growers and bought, by the 
Alberta Wheat Pool. The third, “the Bawlt”, built in 1918, 
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was sold to the Alberta Wheat Pool after the Pool fire in 194: 
Beth Ronaghan has a special reason for remembering what hap- 
pened to it 


“While I was in for appendicitis 1 had lots of fun, The 
‘Matron, Miss Gilpin, would let me out of my erib and lift me onto 
the ‘big bed’ which was next to my erib. Then she would 
pump the top of the bed up, put me in, and cover me up. 


“One day when I had been in the “big bed’ for a while, Miss 
Gilpin came in and told me that I had to get into my crib again 
because a Mr. Neufeld was coming in. He had been taking down 
the Wheat Pool Elevator (in the fall of 1957) and had an attack 
of appendicitis, After he got his appendix out and had begun 
to fecl better he and 1 had quite a time together. 1 always 
enjoyed it when he calied me ‘Betsy’. Later on when he had a 
daughter, her nickname was ‘Betsy" too. 





THE CHRISTMAS TREF, by Stella Ronaghan 


T was in the Hospital when they got the Christmas tree ready. Fist Mr, 
Hurst put the Christmas tree inthe snd. ‘Then the two Elies pat the Tights 
fon it, "Then ‘everybody’ began to decorate it. "They put icicles and allt oo 

‘The nurse Tet me got up and watch, as my room wat hat off the hall where 


relly liked to watch asthe tee made the Hospital look just lke home. 

















CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR 


SOME CHARACTER SKETCHES 
By Dora Prill 


(Dora Prill was on the nursing staff in 1949 and the early 
1950's, She has favored us with some excellent character sketches 
and comments about her experiences at Islay Hospital. We 
present them below, slightly edited.) 


Miss Elizabeth Foxton, R.N. (The Matron), She was foxier 
than you figured, and kept every one on her toes. She was. a 
reddish blonde with blue eyes, and behind her most pleasing smile 
came the heartiest cackle.| Dr. Hasinoff, who assisted Dr. Sweet, 
always came prepared with a joke tucked in his sleeve. At the 
finish of the operation the Matron always surprised the doctors 
with a joke in return, and her hearty laugh. ‘This was always 
a sure sign of all being well. 


Her favorite sport was shooting ducks, she must have been 
‘an excellent shot, as when she came back ‘with the ducks they 
were ready for the pan. 


Miss Maureen Gilpin, R.N.—On duty she was truly a Florence 
Nightingale at heart. Ih her spare time she loved to sing and 
tap dance. So the Doctor is out in the country on this stormy 
night, and the telephone is out of order; what will happen” 
What’ will happen? ‘Things will go on just as if the Doctor 
were there, ‘No one panics with such a, qualified staff. “She 
later joined the nursing staff in the RCAF. 


Miss Annastasia Balko, R.N.—She was small but mighty. 
She could never understand why the cook had to put onions in 
the food, After all, by the time she had picked out all the onion, 
what was there left to eat? Miss Balko specialized on the 
men’s ward, and with her quick wit could soon give you a nick- 
name, If you spilled your bath water in bed, you were a 
“Beaver”. 


Dora Prill (Practical nurse)—Enjoyed and loved everything 
connected with helping and comforting the sick. It seemed that 
about three times out of the four years she was there, she 
was on nights when the Vermilion Fair was on. Without fail 
there would be a wind and rain-storm, then no lights. Tt was 
8 good thing that, coal-oil lamps were always on hand, plus 
a few candles and flash lights. By the time she ran downstairs 
and mopped up the water, or tended a patient and got back 
upstairs, the water would be running down the stairs from the 
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fire escape door. Lots of water coming where it shouldn't be, 
but, alas, none out of the taps. ‘The pump was on the blink, so 
‘Mr: Turner was elected to round up some drinking water in 
eream cans. 


Mrs. Colton (relief nurse)—I am afraid that when Mrs. 
Colton came to relieve, Dr. Sweet's sale of tonics dropped, as 
she was better than any tonie you could buy. Young or old, 
they all Joved to have her around; she was truly a “ray of 
sunshine”. Evenings, she would love to play eroquinole with the 
girls, or chat over a cup of tea, 


I believe she is the only one who has ever accidentally 
received a “lard shampoo”. (It just doesn’t pay to bend over, 
as you never know what the person beside you may drop on 
‘your head). 


No one stayed to hear how, or where, she got her shampoo! 
Believe it or not her hair looked lovely, and she got ever so 
many compliments on her lovely, shining’ hair. 


‘Mr. Alfred Turner (Janitor)—Mr. Turner’s favorite expres- 
sion was, “My, my, Is that so? You don’t say.” He was a 
handy fellow to have around. Many times he gave a hand with 
patients if they slipped in the bath tub, It is not the easiest 
thing to lift a man out, especially if he fell in the tub sideways, 
and weighed about two hundred pounds, 


When the sterilizer element burned out he would take the 
operating bundles to Vermilion Hospital to be sterilized, Many 
times ‘the old sterilizer would overflow, and there would be 
water dripping through the floor into the kitchen, In time the 
operating room was remodeled, and a new sterilizor installed. 
‘The pounding and plaster dust went all through the Hospital, 
but everybody lived through it. 


Irene Shattuck (WFirst laundress, then cook)—Irene loved 
to sing, but don't ask me what song it was. Anyone in the 
Hospital when Irene was cook will recall the Sunday night menu 
of bacon and eggs, with apple salad and parker-house rolls. 
During the rest of the week, your guess was as good as mine. 


Violet Webb (Laundress)—Took great pride in her work, 
and did a terrific job on the uniforms and all the linen. I know 
of nothing else that could have kept the nurses erect the way 
those starched uniforms did! 


Miss Jean Harrington, R.N. (Matron)—She was a tall, very 
pleasant lady who took over the duties of Matron after Miss 
Foxton changed her name to MacInnes. Miss Harrington made 
her rounds in the morning and you could tell her warm smile 
Was what the patients were waiting for to start their day out 
right. 
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Miss Gail, R.N.—Was on staff for a short while after Miss 
Balko left. It was a pleasure to have her pleasing personality 
around, but she decided to become an Air Stewardess, so said 
“Farewell”. 


Mrs. Robertson, R.N.—Replaced Miss Gilpin. She was the 
busiest bee on duty. Off duty, she enjoyed her cup of tea. 





Dr. A. H. Sweet—A short comment on the Co-pilot. ‘The 
nursing staff inew just what the orders would be; a thermofuge 
and mustard plaster for that, hairy-chested fellow who was just 
admitted along with a few shots of penicillin 


I am sure many very sick patients never knew that Dr, 
‘Sweet spent practically the whole night at their bedside. And 
changing intravenous by flashlight and coal-oil lamps when the 
lights failed in an emergency case was quite common, If the 
nurse had to go downstairs to rebuild the furnace, he stood 
by the patient till she returned. He was on call’ the clock 
round, and only once do I remember that he got away for two 
weeks. That was because Dr. Johnston, a very good friend and 
classmate of his who was retired, came and relieved. It brought 
back many memories for Dr. Johnston, and you could tell he 
thoroughly enjoyed being on call 





Dr. Sweet's main comment following a joke was “Dear, dear, 
‘Suh goings on!” 


The work of nurses and doctors may seem quite routine, 
but in case of emergency their own rest is not considered. One 
stormy July night Dr. Hasinoff and Dr. King were called to assist 
Dr. Sweet, The emergency operation was carried on well through 
the silent night, and after the patient was resting quietly in 
his bed the operating room was disinfected and instruments 
sterilized. ‘Dr. Sweet and his nursing staff then continued with 
the scheduled ionsillectomies and adenoidectomies. Sleep wasn’t 
thought of till after dinner when the operations were finished, 










ine Excape, 1950's, 


‘5 -Left to right, Violet Webb, Flotsy Tessmon, in front of grounds, 1953, 
6—Kitchen, Dec., 1961, Mrs. B. Hannon. 
7M. J. Hurt, Workshop, Dec. 1961, 
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It is a wonderful feeling to know there are people so willing 
to give up their rest to help others. It must be quite a reward 
to the staff to see the patient doing so well after all their hard 
work. 


Occasionally one could tell by the serious faces and the 
silence that this time there was disappointment; that,, after 
all those sleepless hours and days following the ‘operation, it, 
was all in vain. God, who is also the staff's guiding hand, 
knows what is best, and His decision must be aecepted as final, 


KEY TO PICTURES ON PAGE 114 
| TMe, Gray, Dune. Campbell, Iley Hospital, 193% 
No, 2—Mrt. Colton, 0 





"Ray of Sunshine”, 1940's and 1950's, 
No, 3—Dore Pril, lett; Maureen Gi 





centre: Elizabeth Foxton, right; 1950. 
0, Me 1 im 1950's, 






No. 4 Dining Room, Mrs. 8. MeLem 

No. 5—Mrs. U. McFadyen, Hospital Office, Dec., 1961, 

No, 6—Residence Living Room. Loft to right, Mr. George Machel, Mrz, Dove 
Colton, Me. Alf Turner, Miss M. Gilpin, Mix. M. Walton. Im front, 
Me. l Whitcher, 1956. 

No. 7—Christmes, 1959. Mrs. N. Cundall, RN., holding Mester Lorne Birman 
‘and Master Wayne Robinson. Looking on, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghen, Mrs 
Suson Rooks holding Mester Lloyd Flewell. Sitting in front, left to right 
Mise Wendy Beirmon, Master Alex Flevall, Mester Horeld Preston, 












































CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE 


ANECDOTI 





Wanted Lodging for the Night 


Here is another story from the “dirty thirties” which may 
remind some of our readers of those very lean years. 


In the winter of 1983, while Mrs. Bell was on night duty at 
the Hospital, two young men appeared at the door wanting to 
sleep in the basement. ‘Their story was that their mother was 
iil in Battleford, and ‘they were walking home to see her and 
wanted a place’ to sleep. Miss Hazel Laycock was Matron 
and Mrs. Bell asked her opinion on what to do about them. The 
Solution was that between the two nurses they got, together 
enough money for the men to get a hotel room down town, and 
the men went away happy, leaving the Hospital undisturbed. 


‘This One Hadn't Asked! 


On another occasion the doctor was called to the Hospital 
for a case, and upon entering the waiting-room found a man 
asleep on the Winnipeg couch that was for years a familiar 
part of that room's furniture. As he appeared to have had a 
ood sleep and the staff were too busy to make special arrange- 
fonts for his night's lodging, this transient was simply asked 
to leave, 
me 





Four Generations in Hospital at Once 


In January, 1960, when Baby Leonard Allan Hyatt was born 
in Islay Hospital, he made more than the usual news. Also in 
hospital as patients to welcome him besides his mother, Mrs. 
‘Allan Hyatt, were his paternal grandmother, Mrs. Robert Hyatt, 
and his maternal great-grandmother, Mrs, Fred Maddex, 

‘This made four generations of a family in hospital at once. 


His Feet Were Cold 


Mrs, Ulva MacFadyen tells of an old gentleman who had 
cold feet, No matter what the nurses did for him his feet 
stayed cold, ‘The cold even extended into his legs in spite of 
all efforts to apply heat. Hot water bottles were laid against 
‘them, Still they were cold. An extra blanket was brought, 
Dut there was no improvement. Another extra blanket was 
put on, and again there was no result. The frigid feeling was 
all the worse, and the old gentleman ‘was pressing the buzzer 
incessantly for more blankets and hot water bottles. 
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Finally the frantic nurse could stand it no more, ‘The 
buzzer from his bed was going all the time, and she had all 
the other patients to get ready for bed. So she went to the 
cabinet and got, the capsicolatum ointment, a red ointment 
fanious for its heating properties. This was rubbed briskly onto 
the old gentleman’s feet. No doubt the rubbing improved the 
circulation, and the eapsieolatum ointment gave a most satis- 
factory feeling of heat. Out came a hot water bottle. Then 
another and another. “Off came the top extra blanket. Off 
came the next extra blanket. When only the single sheet was 
left and the heat still seemed unbearable, the old gentleman 
exploded,” — "he growled, “this is a——of a 
way to treat a patient’ 








He didn't complain of cold feet again. 


“I Have a Little Shadow That Goes In and Out With Me” 


Often a convalescent patient is more trouble than a sick 
one. _ Mrs. Cundal tells of a little boy who was in the Hospital. 
Dr. Sweet had left orders that he could be discharged whenever 
the parents could manage to come in for him, Roads were 
heavy and this didn’t happen for a day or so after the patient 
hhad been pronounced well. Obedience had not been @ part of 
the training at home, and this, coupled with the natural curiosity 
and buovaney of youth, made the youngster quite a trial for 

estat 





He would not stay in bed. He would not stay in his ward. 
He was in the Matron’s Office, in the dining-room, in the 
kitchen. He may even have been in the basement, but he wasn’t 
caught going there. The only place the nurses’ could prevent 
him from going was upstairs. So he sat, half-way up the stairs 
and surveyed the passing scene from there. 





When beds were being made he was there in the way. 
He followed the nurses about like a shadow. If a nurse turned 
quickly she stumbled over him, Mrs. Cundal is sure he must 
have got an extra needle or two after his treatments were 
finished, through simply being in the way when needles were 
being given! 


Finally the parents made it through bad roads to the Hos- 
pital. ‘The indulgent mother remarked how wonderful it always 
‘was “to see them well again”, and the diplomatic nurse on 
duty was quick to agree, 


If a sigh of relief was not heard by the departing parents 
it was because the nurse had stepped quickly into the Kitehen 
out of hearing! 
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‘The Patient Who Drank 


‘The Matron of a hospital has many problems to deal with 
in the course of a day's work. Usually, however, liquor is 
not one of these, unless it is for medicinal use, and then its 
Use is strictly prescribed and carefully recorded, One Islay 
Hospital patient managed to mystify matron, nurses, caretaker 
‘and all, and left without being found out. 


Not only did he drink, he got drunk, and to the condition 
for which he was hospitalized was added the condition of 
being too tipsy to navigate without bumping into doors and 
beds. The Matron questioned him, but without success, ‘The 
Matron reminded him that it was strictly against the rules for 
him to have liquor on the premises. ‘The patient kept his 
silence, and continued his drinking habits without being caught 
atit, His bed was searched. His personal effects were searched. 
Nothing was found. Now and then the patient would get 
‘almost sober, and the staff would begin to think that his 
supply had run out, wherever it was, ‘Then the nurse on duty 
would find him tipsy again, and the search would be resumed. 
‘Threats were tried, ‘The patient was reminded that the Hospital 
did not have to harbor patients who refused to, follow the 
rules, If he did not co-operate he could be made to leave, 
sick or not. All efforts failed to uncover his secret souree, 
and the exasperated matron met with alcoholic silence when 
she attempted to reason with him. 


Eventually the patient left. Whether he was cured or not 
has not been ascertained, but no doubt the Matron did not try 
to dissuade the doctor when he said the patient could be dis- 
charged. 


Not long after the patient’s discharge something went 
wrong with the flush toilet, and the nurse on duty had to remove 
the cover of the water tank to see what was the matter. Tt 
was a moment's work to move the valve which had become 
stuck, and the tank filled properly again, At the same moment 
the Hiding-place of the patient's liquor was revealed, ‘There 
in the tank was the nearly empty bottle that the patient had 
either forgotten or found himself unable to smuggle back to 
his ward when time for his discharge came. 





‘The Case of the 9 

slay Hospital has its own “ease of the missing corpse” in 
its file of unusual cases. The nurse who was on duty when it 
happened ean laugh now. It didn’t seem funny to her at the 
timo, a 


_An elderly person was very near death, and wasn’t expected 
to live until morning. Accordingly the Matron gave the night 
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nurse specific instructions as to what to do if the death occurred 
during the night. She was to call the Doetor, notify the next 
of kin, and phone the undertaker. This done, she was to prepare 
the body for the undertaker to come and take away. 


As expected, the elderly person died. ‘The night nurse called 
the doctor, according to her orders. However, upon being noti- 
fied, the Doctor said, “Never mind notifying’ the next of kin, 
Til do that for you.’ I’m well acquainted with these people, 
and it will save you a nasty chore.” The nurse, pleased at 
having only one more phone call to make, called the undertaker, 
and began to prepare the body for him’ to take away. 


In about a half hour’s time the undertaker ealled, the corpse 
was removed, and the night nurse went on about her rounds, 
changing the’ bed-clothing on the bed that the dead person had 
ccupied, and thinking that the ease was closed as far a8 she 
was concerned 


Soon the buzzer went at the front door. It was a second 
undertaker, asking for the corpse that had been sent away not 
long before. ‘The undertaker was very annoyed when the nurse 
told him that the corpse was gone. He had received orders 
to come to Islay Hospital for a corpse, and it had been released 
to someone else. For her part, the nurse was very upset. She 
had read about corpses being’ stolen and sold to mysterious 
people who, in turn, sold them to medical colleges, but she 
thought those days were in the past. How could this happen 
to her? By this time it was getting on towards morning, so 
the night nurse decided to phone the secretary of the Board, 
and ask his advice. The secretary did not know what to do, 
but said he would come in. Before coming in the secretary 
phoned the Chairman of the Board, and both arrived in due 
‘course, a little ruffled and unshaven, but willing to tackle a 
bit of'a puzzler for the night nurse. The night nurse told 
what had happened. Should she have phoned the police, she 
wondered. Her delay in phoning them might have assisted the 
robbers to get the corpse far from Islay without possibility of 
detection. But cooler counsels prevailed. ‘The doctor was con- 
tacted, and an explanation was soon forthcoming. 














What had happened was simple enough. ‘The next of kin, 
upon being notified of the death of the elderly person, had 
phoned the undertaker in Lloydminster. In the meantime the 
night nurse had phoned the undertaker in Vermilion, Naturally 
enough the Vermilion undertaker had been able to arrive first, 
collect the corpse, and get under way little knowing that a 
Lloydminster undertaker was also on his way for it, 


Which undertaker eventually prepared the corpse for burial 
is not known. A greatly relieved night nurse never bothered 
to find out! 
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‘The Moaning Patient 

Some years. ago, when on night duty at Islay Municipal 
Hospital, all the staff had gone out, leaving me alone with the 
patients. “After every one in my charge was fixed up for the 
night and asleep I heard a noise like “Whoo-Whoo". I went 
upstairs to see who was moaning, but everyone seemed fast 
asleep. The noise kept on and now seemed to be downstairs, 
So I tiptoed down and all around to see all the patients. All 
were asleep, and the noise seemed to be upstairs again. T made 
another trip upstairs and then down again, ‘This happened 
three times. I was quite bewildered. Finally 1 looked outside, 
and saw a big owl fly off the roof. He was my “moaning 
patient”, ‘There is never a dull moment even if you are all 
alone and the patients all settled down and asleep, 

—By Mrs. U, MacFadyen. 





‘To Wait for the Train 

Another night a man came in about 12:30 and asked if he 
could wait for the train. It was cold and raining. The roads 
‘were quite muddy, and he had been driven into Islay by ear to 
catch a train, He had about an hour and a half to wait. ‘The 
station was all Jocked up, and the town, was all in darkness 
except on the hill, I was a bit nervous at first, but had_to let 
him stay. We had a cup of coffee or tea and a piece of toast 
while he waited, 

‘Years later, when I had forgotten all about him, T happened 
to meet him, He remembered me, and told me how very grate- 
fal he was for the hospitality. Tt had meant so much to him. 

—By Mrs. U. MacFadyen. 


Most Unforgettable Male Character 

A young man about 20 years had a very minor operation, 
and was a very fussy patient. Nothing about hospital life 
Suited him, especially the nurses and the food, so he had many 
delicacies such as canned lobster brought in by his numerous 
irl friends. 

It seemed to be my lot to fix his dinner tray. Opening 
a ean of lobster one day I fixed one half for dinner and put the 
other half in a dish in the refrigerator for supper. Later, when 
getting milk from the fridge, I noticed the lobster was gone. 
asked the cook, a dear old lady, if she had seen it. She was 
very particular about the looks and odor of everything in the 
kitehen, and she said, “Yes. Was that lobster? I thought. it 
was stale salmon, and put it in the garbage.” She felt quite 
bad about this. For my part I knew that if it wasn't replaced 
he would accuse the nurses of eating it, I said I would fix 
it up, When I had a rest period I went down to the store and 
bought another can. I had needed both the rest and the money 
at the time, but felt pleased at having things under control, as 
T thought. 
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At 5:30 p.m. I tripped very lightly into his room with the 
lobster all fixed ‘up with his other “delicacies”, and felt very 
pleased with myself. . He took one look at his’ tray and said, 
“What's that?” I said, “That's your lobster.” He replied, "i 
knew you nurses were capable of nearly everything. Take it 
away. \Idon't want it.” “Why? What's the trouble?” T asked. 
“Oh, ‘the cook came in and told me she had thrown my lobster 
in the garbage by mistake, and not to blame the nurses for 
it, but I didn’t think you would take it out of the garbage and 
dish it up for me.” 


I never, came so near clapping the lobster, tray and all, 
on a person's head! I still ean’t stand lobster. 
By Mrs. U. MacFadyen, 


“Nurse, Is It Snowing Out?” 


While I was on evening shift, a lady upstairs had an epileptic 
seizure. I tried to hold a swab in her mouth to keep her from 
chewing her tongue, While I was doing this, a bell began ringing 
downstairs in the Men's ward. T couldn't leave this patient, 
or didn't think I dared. I thought I was quite familiar with 
anything that any of these men might want, and didn’t think 
there could be anything too serious. ‘This one would say, 
“Nurse, please take my blood pressure”. Another would say, 
“Don’t forget my sleeping pill”, or “You know, I need a laxative, 
the kind that’s white with brown streaks’ in it.” Another 
would say, “T hope you haven't forgotten my mustard plaster.” 
Or it might be, “Nurse, I always get that little drink, Just 
this much. It helps me sleep.” 


All these thoughts were going through my mind while T 
was attempting to keep the lady from chewing her tongue. 
Downstairs the bell was ringing, and kept ringing for what 
‘seemed like minutes. T flew downstairs, expecting to find that 
the world had come to an end for someone, When I got into 
the men's ward everything seemed relaxed, and no one appeared 
to be requiring anything very urgently. I said, “Ts there anything 
[can do for you boys? Someone rang the bell.” Finally one 
of fhe men said, “No, T just wanted to know if it was snowing 











idn't know how near he came to really finding out if it 
ing! 





—By Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, 
Is There a Danee Around? 

Once during the winter an unusual thing happened while 
Iwas on night duty. A young man from Dewberry ean vouch 
for this story, as he was a patient in a bed in the hall, recovering 
from a septic throat. I was very glad he was there, too, this 
particular night. 
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About 2:00 am. I was making my rounds. As I went by 
his bed he said in a low voice, “Nurse, either I'm awfully hot 
or the, weather has turned milder, the’ building seems terribly 
warm.” T answered, “ll slip down to the basement and turn 
off the blower”. I did this. As I started back from the base- 
ment I heard footsteps, footsteps of someone with shoes on, 
in the hall just inside the front door, ‘This startled me, as I 
knew that any patient would be walking around with slippers 
(on, perhaps even barefooted if in a hurry. I naturally expected 
‘that a new patient must be coming in, no doubt an emergency 
case. 





As I came around the stairway I saw two young men stand~ 
ing there, well into the hospital. ‘They had not rung the buzzer 
at the main entrance. I walked over to them and asked if T 
could help them in any way. Was one of them to be admitted, 
and did they have a slip of paper from the Doctor, with orders 
for me? Each looked at the other as much as to say, “We 
certainly never expected to see an old batlleaxe like you on 
duty”. For a long moment neither one said a word. Finally 
one mustered enough courage to say, “Do you know if there is 
a dance around tonight?” I said, “Well, boys, if there is it 
will be held in the hall, about three blocks east and one block 
north. Tt wouldn't be here, as this is a hospital. ‘The hall will 
be lit up and you'll see cars. It will be easy to find. Although 
it's almost late enough that the dance will be over.” 


Still they stood there looking at one another in a rather 
confused manner, and I didn't know what kind of situation T 
had on my hands 

up almost to a sitting position, cleared his throat, and had a 
‘good look at them. This seemed to surprise them, as they 
something to each other and walked out. I followed them to 
the door, and shut the door behind them, as sometimes the 
inside door did not latch. I watched them’as they opened the 
outside door and went out, 









I went over to the young man, who was still sitting up, and 
remarked, “I wonder who they are. They didn’t look to me 
like they were dressed for dancing”. He said, “Darned if I know. 
I never saw them before. ‘They were sure in the wrong pew, 
whatever they had on their minds, If I was going to a dance 
Td have on my best clothes, and I'd sure go earlier than this” 
“Most likely they expected to find a pretty little nurse on 
duty”, I suggested. "Did they ever get a surprise!” We both 
had a laugh over ‘this. He went. back to sleep, and I went 
on with my rounds, not having time to be frightened until T 
thought about it next day. 


I never found out the explanation for their visit, nor 
heard any more of them. 


—By Mrs, A. E. Ronaghan. 
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CHAPTER TWENT’ 





SIX 


THE LITTLE EFFORTS HOSPITAL CLUB 


A little black notebook in the Hospital Archives has a most 
interesting story to tell. It is entitled “Little Efforts” and is an 
account of the activities of the Little Efforts Hospital Club. The 
first page lists the original members of the club. ‘They were: 
Elizabeth Foxton, RN. Matron; Maureen Gilpin, R.N.; Ann 
Balko, R.N.; Dora Priil, Nursing Aido; Irene Shattuck, laundress 
Barbara Hanna, cook; Eileen Goebel, maid; and Alf Turner, 
janitor. From receipts kept within the pages it appears that 
the names Maxine Peden and Florence Wiekham should be added 
to this list as members at a later date, Presumably all staff 
‘were members until 1955 














Evidently the club was first set up with the idea of making 
money to buy a piano for the residence. “Little Effort” No. 1 
was a dance and raffle held March 30, 1949. Notations in the 
book are as follows: “The Big Night Arrives—Roads Muddy 
and Bad—§135.07 clear”. A reading of correspondence then 
reveals the story of a piano that was too big. A piano was 
ordered from an eastern firm dealing in second-hand pianos. 
Some one on the staff had the presenee of mind to ask the 
dealer what the measurements of the piano were. By return 
mail came the measurements. A quick check of the door through. 
which the piano would have to come showed that it couldn't 
be brought in that way. As a result a different, and smaller, 
piano was ordered. “Our piano arrived” is the June 18, 1949, 
note. 





‘The next problem was paying the freight on the piano, 
“Little Effort” No. 2 was held in 1949, netting only §2.19. 
Number 8 was a box social and danee on November 18, 1949, 
and this netted $16.10. “Little Effort” No. 4 must have heen 
more successful, because it finished paying the freight. on the 
plano and began paying for a Hoover washing machine. Little 
notations make reference to people who helped in the “Little 
Efforts”; Allen Ronaghan, then a patient in the Hospital, helped 
type the tickets, George Purves and Dalton ‘Terrance helped as 
masters of ceremonies. This dance and raffle was held on 
Mareh 21, 1950. 

“Little Effort” No. 5 was a dance in January, 1958, to buy 
records for the residence, The secretary noted “one Dutch 
coin passed for a fifty cont piece”. Proceeds were $48.75. 
Number 6 was a dance on November 19, 1954, and netted $26.95. 


123 




















ittle Effort” to he recorded in the book was a 
Whoever kept the accounts 


The last “ 
dance held January 28, 195% 
observed poetically: 

“A beautiful day and a wonderful dance, and—what’s even 
better—money galore. 








All of Islay turned out in, style, Our hard times effort 
turned out in good times style.” 
These comments, appear under “expenses”: “Orchestra— 


$35.00—worth it too”, and “Iunch—$9.42—not enough coffee”. 


If there have been more ‘Little Efforts” they have not 
been recorded in the little black book. "Such “Little Efforts” 
are in the best traditions of the founders of the Hospital—it 
something is needed make an “effort” to raise the money to 
get it! 
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CHAPTER TWENTY: 





SEVEN 
‘THE HOSPITAL TODAY 
Miss Marie M. Carey, Secretary of Islay Municipal Hospital, 


has Kindly supplied the following items of interest concerning 
the Hospital today 





Workmen's Compensation Board Safety Committee 


In January of 1957 the Hospital Board came under the 
W.GB. "In the five years sinee ‘no accidents have occurred 
at the Hospital and no elaim has ever been forwarded to W.C.. 
{In compliance with W.C.B. orders a Safety Committee was set 
up as a standing committee of the Board. Members have been 
or are still serving: Mr. D. B. Shirreff, Mr. J. W. Shaw, Mr. 
Erven Garnier, Mr. G. Beckett, Mr. J. Hurst, Mrs. R. Bell Miss 
M.M. Carey is secreiary of the committee.’ Seventeen formal 
meetings have been held and informal discussions on safety 
are held daily as well as daily inspections. W.C.B. posters, are 
ut up on the staff bulletin board and the W.C.B. Safety Com- 
mittee reports are completed monthly. Every effort. is made 
to make the staff, patients and public safety conscious. On 
March 14, 1961, Mr, Shirretf, Mr. Beckett, Mrs. Bell and Miss 
Carey. atiended’ a W.C.B. meeting at Vermilion Hospital. A 
film was shown and general discussion took place on safety. 





Merit, rebates have been received for the past two years 
because of the excellent record. 


Fire safety is also a part of the program. Fire extinguishers 
and alarm systems are serviced regularly by the Soper-Singleton 
Co, of Edmonton. An effort is being made in 1962 to have 
a fire drill in co-operation with the Municipality. All staff are 
made fire conscious and take a very keen responsibility towards 
preventing fire. 





‘The North East St. Paul Regional Hospital Conference 


In November of 1957 Hospitals in Bastern Alberta were 
invited to Vegreville toa meeting of the St. Paul Regional 
Conference. ‘The outcome of this meoting was that the two 
groups decided to amalgamate and form the North East St. 
Paul Regional Hospital Conference. ‘This Conference is the 
largest one in Alberta and extends on the north from Radway 
through St. Paul, Bonnyville, Glendon; on the eastern boundary 
Cold Lake; central section is from Lamont to Lloydminster with 
all hospitals in between included; on the south from Viking to 
Wainwright. These 22 hospitals comprise 12 municipal, 7 
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Roman Catholic and 8 United Church, representing 800 beds 
and 162 basineties, ‘The member hospitals are as follows: 
Bonnyville” St. Louie; Bonnyville, Katherine IL Prttie; Cold 
Lake, John Neil; ik Point Muiefpal; Glendon. Nunieipal Islay 
Municipal; Lamont, Archer Memorial; Lloydminster Municipal; 
‘Mannville Municipal; Mundare General; Myrnam Municipal; ad: 
way, St. Joseph's; Smoky Lake Municipal; St. Paul, St. Theresa's 
‘Tofield Municipal; Two Hills Municipal; Vegrovillé General; Ver: 
milion Municipal; Viking Municipal; ‘Vilna, Our Lady's’ Hos- 
pital; Wainwright Municipal and Willingdon’ General. 


Meetings are held every three months at the various hos- 
pitals, Speakers have been heard from the Department of Health, 
Associated Hospitals of Alberta, Workmen's Compensation Board, 
Board of Industrial Relations, Fire Commissioner and various 
other people. Institutes were held on housekeeping and medical 
records and a cooking institute is planned at the Vermilion School 
of Agirculture some time in 1962. Another outstanding feature 
of these meetings is that the Hospital Women’s Auxiliary mem- 
bers also come along. and have a meeting of their own, joining 
the hospital people for lunch, ‘The June Regional Conference 

slated for Islay on June 2i, 1962, and it is the wish of the 
Islay Hospital Board that fellow hospital administrators and 
‘trustees will join with the people of Islay in celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the Hospital, 




















‘Methods Used to Maintain and Improve Standards of 
Care at Islay Municipal Hospital 


Medical Staff By-Laws: While this is a one doctor hospital 
we do have by-laws signed by our doctor. Tt is also the poliey of 
the governing board to have the doctor apply annually for per- 
mission to use the Hospital. Should another doctor wish to. use 
the Hospital it would be on the recommendation of a committee 
set up by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta. 





Standing Orders: These orders for nursing personnel are 
guides to nursing procedures as ordered by the local doctor. They 
also outline such things as dress, courtesy, ete. Shift duty 
analysis is also given. 


Government Information Bulletins: These bulletins are 
a definite standard which must be maintained. Narcotic and 
controlled drug orders are a part of patient care, Maternity 
and newborn orders and inspections insure correct care in this 
department. Also to be mentioned here are Associated Hospitals 
of Alberta directives regarding pharmacy control and nursing 
service by its various committees and consultants. 








Professional Directives: The encouragement given to staff 
to belong and to participate in their professional organization 
is a great help in furthering the quality of their work. 
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Matron's Report to Board: This report containing informa- 
tion on admissions, births, deaths, lab and X-ray work, staff 
situation, ete., serves as a guide for the governing board in 
assessing the work of the nursing staff. 


STANDARDS FOR AUXILIARY PERSONNEL 


Standing Orders: These orders give details for completion 
of work in the various deparments. - They outline work whieh 
must be completed within given time limits and set criteria upon 
which the staff may judge their work. 


Audit and Financial Statements: The auditor’s statement is 
an excellent means for management, governing board and rate- 
Payers to check the financial status of the district and Hos- 
pital. Financial Statements to the Board such as the Statement 
of Application and Source of Revenue for the month are guides 
to the Board in determining differences from month to month 
or year to year in expenditures. 


Government. Inspections: Fire, Industrial Relations and 
Department of Health Inspections are excellent means of show- 
ing management the faults in the organization which might not 
normally be recognized. ‘These departments have standards for 
all hospitals and their inspectors can tell us where we stand 
in relation to other hospitals. 


Public Relations: The interest shown in the Hospital by the 
ratepayers, community and press are excellent guides to manage- 
ment in assessing the quality of care given. Complaints or 
compliments from patients and their visitors must be seriously 
considered. ‘The annual meeting and Hospital Day are means 
Used to establish a relationship to the community. ‘The interest 
of service clubs, church organizations and the clergy are also 
guides to standards and to publie relations. 











POISON CONTROL SERVICE 


‘The Poison Control Service of the Department of Health 

rovides a service in all the hospitals of Alberta. It is designed 
fo service rapidly and efficiently the needs of people of Alberta 
in the event of accidental poisoniugs. "To. mest these emer: 
gencies ‘efficiently, information on the symptoms of andthe 
Ereatment for a great variety of possible intoxieants is made 
easily and rapidly accessible. The eentres have the following 
equipment: 


A Cardwheel file, holding 2,400 cards, listing the Name, 
Toxic substance, Symptoms and ‘Treatment of practically all of 
the Household Chemicals, Household Drugs, and Pesticides in 
common use in Alberta all of the necessary drugs, equipment, 
and instruments required for the handling of accidental poison: 


127 











ings, the telephone number of the nearest Poison Information 
Centre, where further information on any kind of poisoning 
will be available on a 24 hour-a-day basis, and a reference 
hbook—“Clinical Toxicology of Commercial Products” (Home and 
Farm)—Gleason, Gosselin, Hodge. 

To date at Islay Municipal Hospital the centre has treated 
sucessfully four cases, ‘The centre was put in the Hospital 
in February of 1960 and was used on April 2, 1961, May 5, 1961, 
Fuly 29, 1961, and December 3, 1961. ‘The four cases were 
‘accidental poisonings due to industrial auto and fuel; household 
chemicals; drugs and medicines for external use; and poison 
plants. At the present time the centre is located in the office 
of the Hospital. All drugs, equipment and information is con- 
tained in a specially designed, portable cupboard designed by 
Mrs. R. Bell (Matron) and built by Mr. Ward McDonald of Ver~ 
milion, An emergency bed is kept ready at all times on the 
first floor of the Hospital and the poison centre is designed 
to be readily brought to the bedside. 

In return for this excellent service the Hospital submits 
monthly certain reports. 

This information has also been used on several occasions 
to relieve the minds of people about certain chemicals or drugs. 


DESCRIPTION OF HOSPITAL ROOMS 

Upstairs—Sun Room or X-ray Room: This room is painted 
in dusty beige with a white ceiling. The floor is gray and green 
vinyl tile, ‘The windows have beige fibreglass drapes. In this 
room is the X-ray and the Basal Metabolism Machine. Also 
patients may sit in this room to read or play games. 

Upstairs Hall: Finished in white ceiling and pale blue walls 
with beige linoleum floor, ‘The hall contains the nursing: station 
Tor the whole hospital. \ This station was designed and built 
by Mr. Wm, McLean, the Islay Wheat Pool Agent. 

Maternity Ward: Plaster board finish and painted in white 
ceiling with peach walls and beige vinyl tile floor. ‘This room 
was completely re-furnished in 1961 by the Simmons Co. There 
are two beds, two beside eabinets and a vanity desk in a cocoa 
color. ‘There are lined draw drapes in this ward. 

Newborn Nursery: This room has four basinettes plus a 
special hasinette for immature newborns. 'The room is painted 
pink and blue and has beige vinyl tile floor. Curtains are pink, 
priscilla type and there is a window in the door for admirers. 

Ladies’ Ward: ‘This room has four beds and has white 
ceiling and pink walls with a beige linoleum floor. There are 

ied draw drapes on the windows. 

Delivery Room: This room is painted pale green with white 
tile on the bottom of the walls and green vinyl tile floor. There 
is a delivery room lamp. 
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Operating Room: ‘This room is also painted pale green with 
white tile on the bottom of the walls and green vinyl tile floor. 
‘The sterilizer is enclosed in a corner of the room and there are 
built-in cupboards for supplies and instruments, A new lamp 
‘was installed in 1962 supplied by Stevens Co. Calgary, and in- 
stalled by Mr, A. J. Elbrond, Electrician, and Mr. Ward McDonald, 
Carpenter 

Hall, Downstairs: The large hall downstairs is painted in a 
gold color and there is dark brown linoleum on the floor 
stairs ave carpented in vinyl plastic and there is cherry panelli 
along the bottom of the walls. Fire doors shut off the stai 
separating the first and second floors. 


Waiting Room: This room is painted in a beige color with 
white ceiling. ‘The floor is grey linoleum and tile. Windows 
have beige fibreglass curtains and the furniture is in light colors 
with walnut arborite tables. 


Office: The office has two desks and is shared by the matron 
and secretary-treasurer. ‘The walls are beige, ceiling white and 
floor grey linoleum. Drapes are lined floral type. ‘The office 
looks after admitting and discharging of patients as well as 
general administration. Business and medical records are filed 
Ferg and there is a Remington typewriter and Remington cal 
culator. 


















ing Room: The staff dining room where all, employees 
and help eat is painted pale green with white ceiling. ‘The 
floor is green linoleum and drapes are lined floral type. ‘There 
ig rom for 8 to eat here and the T.V. is also located. here. 
Patients as well as staff look at T.V. in this room. ‘There is also 
a lounge chair. 


Kitchen: The kitchen is painted pink and white with a light 
beige linoleum floor, ‘There are two 30” automatic gas stoves 
as well as fridge and preparation area for patient trays. Groceries 
for the hospital are supplied by Ford and McCaughan of Islay. 
Meat is supplied for the freezer by the Dewberry Co-op. The 
milk, frozen foods and dairy products are delivered to the kitchen 
by the Saskatehewan Co-op Creamery in Lloydminster. Bread 
is delivered to kitchen by MeGavin Bakery. 

Wards: The men’s ward and two semi-private rooms are also 
‘on the first floor as well as a two-crib room for babies and 
‘the bathroom. 

Basement: The basement contains the X-ray dark room, 
storage cupboards for canned goods, root cellar, furnace area 
and workshop, ‘The laundry room is in the basement. A com- 
bination automatic washer-dryer is here for doing tea towels 
and baby wash, ‘The hospital and residence laundry is sent out 
to MeGale’s Laundry in Lloydminster. McGale’s have a truck 
and laundry is picked up and delivered to the basement on 
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Mondays and Thursdays. ‘The service is excellent and costs 
‘much less than having the work done here. 

Also in the basement is the store room where drugs, surgical 
supplies, linens and office supplies are controlled and distributed 
through’ perpetual inventory. 

‘The basement connects to the residence and outside to the 
service entrance. 

Residence: The residence has three private rooms and two 
semi-private rooms, kitchenette, bath and living room. There 
is a piano and record player in the living room and all new 
furniture was installed in 1961. 

Grounds: The nicely landscaped grounds have lawns, hedges, 
flower beds and a large garden. Flowers and bedding plants 
are obtained from Mrs. Noyes at Lloydminster. There is also 
‘a garage for the janitor or anyone who wishes to use it, The 
front of the hospital has a conerete landing area put in during 
1961 by Mr. Ward MeDonald, Mr, Jack Hurst and Mr. Clifford 
Beck. ‘This enables patients to be loaded and unloaded in a 
ay spot. There is a large parking lot at the front of the 
hospital which is gravelled and the service lanes are also gravelled. 

The hospital is heated by hot water and natural gas sup- 
plied by Northwestern Utilities. Power is supplied by Canadian 
Utilities, ‘The water system is in the hospital basement and 
sewage is disposed of in a septic tank. All heating and plumbing 
is serviced by W. Clifford, Kitseoty. 











General Information: 

Islay Hospital is located on a part of the NW 9-51-4-W4, 

Acreage in the Hospital District is 289,785. 

Population is 8,515 or 753 ratepayers. 

Dewberry has a population of 200 or 67 ratepayers. 

Blood transfusion service is by the Canadian Red Cross. 
‘This service started 12 July 1947. 

Aluminum window units installed throughout the Hospital 
in 1960 and 1961 by the DeVae Company of Edmonton. DeVac 
also installed the fire door on the escape upstairs. 

Composite insurance was taken out in July of 1959 and 
all insurance is handled by 8. C. Heekbert, Vermilion. ‘This plan 
contains fire, theft, malpractice liability, boiler, non-owned auto. 
Fidelity bonding on the secretary-treasurer is also carried. Fire 
insurance is $88,500. 

Hospital auditing has been done for 20 years by Winspear, 
Hamilton, Anderson & Co., Edmonton. Books are sent in to 
Edmonton and the secretary goes in to review the work. 

Great help in the legal department has been given over 
the past few years by Mr. Jas. MeCorry, Q.C., Kitscoty. 

‘All banking is done in Vermilion at The Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce, 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT 
THE X-RAY DEPARTMENT AND LABORATORY 










































‘My first interest in the Islay Municipal Hospital was, in 
reply to a monthly report in the Vermilion Standard by the 
Islay Hospital, stating their interest in establishing a better 
X-ray Depariment and better Laboratory procedures in their hos- 
pital district by buying more equipment and hiring personnel 
on a part-time basis to foster a programme of this nature. After 
‘meeting with the Hospital Board, decisions were made to purchase 
the equipment they presently ‘own and diagnostic procedures 
established 

May I take this opportunity to thank the Seoretary-Treasurer 
of the Islay Municipal Hospital who has approached me on behalf 
of the Historical Committee to submit a report of these depart 
‘ments for publication in the history. I must admit that the short 
period I have been working with this Hospital would hardly 
make history! 

In June of 1956, I was employed by the Islay Municipal 
Hospital as a part-time Technologist, at which time installation 
of a 100 M.A. Profex X-ray machine had heen completed and 
new cabinet Sanborn Basal Metabolic machine with direct stylus 
‘writer and laboratory equipment and reagents were purchased 
for doing procedures to facilitate this hospital in extending more 
extensive diagnostic services to their patients. Routine examina- 
tions to the admitted patient consists of a large chest X-ray, com- 
plete urinalysis and haemotology examinations and diagnostic 
X-ray procedures when requested by the Medical Doctor. 

1 would like to mention that. the Islay, Municipal Hospital 
Board has gone all out to offer service of this type for this size 
of hospital. Congratulations to the Hospital Board for this 
successful achievement! I hope you endeavor to continue extend- 
ing these and more advanced services of this nature in the future. 

It hag been a pleasure to serve you, the Islay Municipal 
Hospital, for the past six years and T must admit it has been 
enjoyable experience. The co-operation given me by the Matron, 
Miss Gilpin, and the present Matron, Mrs. Bell, and staff, has 
helped greatly in extending this type of diagnostic service in this 
Hospital to the residents of this community. ‘Then also to my 
wife, Josephine, I must extend a heartfelt thank you for her 
assistance to me in doing the clerical work in these departments. 

Hoping to be of further service to the Islay Municipal Hos- 
pital in the X-ray and Laboratory Departments, 


‘Your Medical Technologist, 
L. W. MARIAN, ABT. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE 
IN CONCLUSION 


“Five years is a lot,” Winston Churchill has wrtiten. 
“Twenty years is the horizon to most people, Fifty years is 
antiquity”, 

How shall we measure fifty years in relation to “the Hospital 
on the Hill”? 

Miss ‘Teetgen’s novel, “A White Passion”, has captured for 
us some of the look and feel of life here in 1912. What message 
set down at the end of this first fifty years will have meaning 
for readers at the end of the Hospital's first century? 

Should we say that what was “prairie” country now has 
the appearance of “parkland”? Should we say that winding 
prairie trails have given way toa grid of roads gravelled for 
summer travel and kept open for most winter, travel? Should 
we mention that the Doctor can pass both the “Hogsback” and 
the “Five Kill Hill” in the same how's driving? 

What of the rural schools which served as meeting places 
at the time of the Hospital’s founding? Should we say that 
most of them are now closed and that buses transport our 
children to centralized schools? 

Will our reader of 2012 be interested in knowing, that 
people alive today can remember the changes from “Local 
Improvement Districts” to the “nine iownship municipalities” 
and then to the large municipality of Vermilion River? 

We have published a snapshot of an early staff onthe 
Hospital woodpile, Should we mention that natural gas from 
the depths of the earth now serves the cook as she prepares 
the meals? 

Miss Teetgen must have given thought to such things as 
she prepared her manuseript of “A White Passion”. Her efforts 
have provided us with many clues to follow in preparing our 
histor 

‘As this goes to press Miss Teetgen's story is being repro 
duced serially in the Western Producer, and is being cut out 
and saved by many readers. 

No doubt we of the Historical Committee have recorded 
more clues in this history than we realize. We can only hope 
that they are the right ones. 

We must certainly record that at this writing the Hospital 
has been open for over 15,000 days without a break of any 
Kind, While schools and churches, businesses and homes have 
seen’ their lights go out and their people leave them tem- 
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porarily, life has gone on “on the hill” without a break, Late 
at night the lights go on in the operating room while an 
operation is performed. Eventually the lights of moving auto- 
mobiles show that the doctors have completed their work and 
are going home to get some sleep before the new day's work, 
The light in the operating room stays on for a time, showing 
that the nurse is leaving the operating room in readiness for 
the next operation. 

Also worthy of note is that over 14,000 patients have 
been admitted since the first was admitted’ in 1912. 

We must also record that at this writing the Hospital has 
seen more than 1,700 babies come into the world. Or should 
we say “nearly” 1,700, for our reader of 2012 will know that 
many a new life has not waited until the mother was safely 
in hospital! 

And perhaps this is the point to conclude our account. For 
our reader of 2012 will understand when we say that. the 
Hospital which was intended to be a maternity hospital—built 
in vigorous response to a heartbreaking event of pioneer times— 
has served its purpose well. In many cases that reader of 2012 
will have been born in “The Hospital on the Hill”. 








Seated, lett 

















STAFFS OF ISLAY LADY MINTO COTTAGE HOSPITAL 


1912 


Nursing Staff- - - - - Mrs. Lively, Miss Pringle, Miss 

Dorway (Matron), Miss Murray. 
Miss A.B. Teetgen, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Springfora, Sadie Connon, Mr. A. 
Cleveland, A. B. Ruston, 


Housekeeping Staff - 


1913, 


Nursing Staff- - - - - Miss Dorway (Matron), Miss Grace 
Murray, Mrs. Florence Smith. 
Miss W. Threadgold, Miss Mary 
Peacock, Tom Lavoie. 


Housekeeping Staff - 


iol 


Nursing Staff- - - - - Miss Kervin (Matron), Miss 
Florence Mayson. 
Miss Mary Peacock, Mr. Higgin, 


Housekeeping Staff - 
oo Jack Holland. 


1915, 
Nursing Staff- - - - - Miss Kervin (Matron), Miss Flor- 
ence Mayson. 


Housekeeping Staff - Miss Mary Peacock, Jack Holland. 





1916 
Nursing Staff- - - - - Miss Dorway. 

1918 
Nursing Staff- - - - - Mrs, Roy Stone (nee Mayson) 


Housekeeping Staff - 


Miss Lizzy Gilchrist, Miss Rachel 
Taggart, Mrs. Threadgold. 


(ote: We have also been given the game of a Mr. Lovell, but have not 
hoon able to find when he was caretaker) 
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BOARDS OF ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 


A.C. Wood 
‘Ambrose Dixon 
(Chairman) 


A.C, Wood 
A, Dixon 
Andrew Wood 
B, Herridge 


Andrew Wood 


E, Herridge 


Andrew Wood 


E, Herridge 


Andrew Wood 
E. Herridge 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
Dr, Armstrong 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


1919 
T. Nichols 


1920 
T. Nichols 


1921 
T. Nichols 


1922 
T. Nichols 
(Chairman) 


1923 
T. Nichols 


1924 
T. Nichols 


1925 
T. Nichols 


1926 

T. Nichols 

Dr. Armstrong 
1927 

T. Nichols 

N. McBachern 
1928, 

T. Nichols 

N. McEachern 
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A. MeMillan 


N. MacInnes 
(Chairman) 
Mrs, S.J. Irwin 


1. Macinnes 
(Chairman) 
Mrs. 8. J. Inwin 


Eli Sweet 
Tom Lee 


Eli Sweot 
(Chairman) 
Tom Lee 


Bli Sweet 
Tom Lee 


Eli Sweet 
‘Tom Lee 


G. W. Benson 
Tom Lee 


G. W. Benson 
Tom Lee 


G, W. Benson 
Tom Lee 





Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 


Andrew Wood 
3. Givens 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
3. Givens 
(Chairman) 


1929 
J. Stenson 
John Shaw 

1930 
J. Stenson 
E, Moore 

1931 
J. Stenson 
E. Moore 

1932, 
J. Stenson 
E, Moore 

1933 
James Steenson 
J. Givens 

193d 
James Steenson 


1935 
P. Carmichael 


1936 
P, Carmichael 


1937 
Elliott 


1938, 
Elliott 


1939 
A. Hildreth 
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G. W. Benson 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. W. Kent 


W. L, Brown 
W. W. Kent 


W. L, Brown 
W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


W. L. Brown 
W. Urquhart 


L. Brown 
Urquhart 


L, Brown, 
Urquhart 


L. Brown 
Urquhart 





Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
Ivan Inman 


Andrew Wood 
Ivan Inman 


Andrew Wood 
Robert Martin 


Andrew Wood 
W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 


H, Gordon 


S. Butz 


S. Butz 


1940 
A. Hildreth 


1941 
H, Portsmith 


1942 
H, Portsmith 


1943 
H. Portsmith 


cTYT 
H. Portsmith 


1945, 
H, Portsmith 


1946 
H, Portsmith 


1947 
George Jack 


1948 
George Jack 
H. Gordon 
(Chairman) 
1949 
George Jack 
H. Gordon 
(Chairman) 
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W. L. Roebuck 
W. Urquhart 


W. L. Brown 
W. Urquhart 


H. Waterfield 
W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


H, Waterfield 
W, Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


H, Waterfield 
W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


HL Waterfield 


H, Waterfield 


H, Waterfield 


(Chairman) 


©. Redmond 


©. Redmond 








S. Butz 


S. Butz 


S. Butz 


George Jack 
(Chairman) 











Erven Garnier 
















John Whiteside 


John Whiteside 


Erven Garnier 








1950 


George Jack 
H. Gordon 
(Chairman) 


1951 

George Jack 
(Chairman after 
‘Mr. Gordon's 
death) 

Ivan, Inman 
(To complete Mr. 
Gordon's: term) 

1952 

George Jack 
(Chairman) 

Ivan Inman 


1953 


D. B. Shirreff 


D. B. Shirreft 


D. B. Shirreff 


Andrew Wood (to complete Mr. Butz’s term) 


D. B. Shirretf Ivan Inman 
1954 

George Jack 
(Chairman) 
Ivan Inman 
1955 

George Jack 
(Chairman) 
R. G. Purves 
1956 

George Jack 
(Chairman) 
R. G. Purves 
1957 

D. B. Shirreft 
(Chairman) 

J. W. Shaw 
1958 


D. B. Shirreff. 
(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 
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D. B. Shirreff 


D. B. Shirreff 


D. B. Shirreff 


G. Beckett 


G. Beckett 

















1959 


Erven Garnier —_D. B, Shirreff 
(Chairman) 
r. Shaw 





Pa 





1960 


Erven Garnier —_D. B. Shirreff 
(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 


1961 


Erven Garnier —_D. B. Shirreff 
(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 


1962 


J.C, Anderson. B. Shirreff 
(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 


6. 


Beckett 


Beckett 


Beckett 


Beckett 


Secretary-Treasurers of Islay Municipal Hospital: 


J. Fyfe 
A.B, MacDonald 
W. East 
A. Beecroft 

G. Edwards 

W. L, Roebuek 
Miss M. M. Carey 





1919-1920 
1920 
1920-1921 
1921-1989 
1989-1941 
1941-1957 
1957- 





Nurses 















M 








Nurses 











atrons = = = = 


Housekeeping Staff - Mrs. Minard, Mrs. Harry Brown, Mis 





STAFFS OF ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 


1919 
Housekeeping Staff - Mr. and Mrs. A. B, Ruston 

1920 
Matrons - - - - - Mrs. Roy Stone, Miss J. R. Melntyre, 


Miss Wright. 
- > = + + A.J. Innes, B. M. Neilson, R. Potvin, 
FL. Dale, ‘Miss Lee. 


Housekeeping Staff - Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Ruston, Miss Allan, 








‘Mr. M. Callery, Mr, 0. V. Easton 
1921 
Matrons - - - - - Miss Wright, Miss Smith, Miss Russell 
Nurses - - - - - Misses Operts, Reid, West, Smith, Leask, 
Sweet, Galbraith, 
Housekeeping Staff - Miss Allan, Miss Nelson, Miss Clack, 
Janet Fairbrother, Rena Gur, John 
Houle. 
192: 
Matrons - - - - - Miss Russell, Miss Nellie Gilchrist. 
Nurses - - - - ~ Misses Mattern, MeColeman, Corestine, 


Speneer. 


Housekeeping Staff - Lena Smith, Luey Hannon, Mrs. Harry 


Brown, Constance Clack,” Rena Gus, 
John Houle, Mr. Kulon, 





1928 

Matron - - - - ~ Miss Nellie Gilchrist, 

Nurses. - - - = - Misses McColeman, Corestine, Spencer, 
Baron, Allan, Smythe, 

Housekeeping Staff - Misses Smith, Clack, Newcombe, Gur 


Hoyle, Mrs. Harry Brown, Mrs, Minard, 
Mr. Houle, Mr, C. Waller, Mr. Lingham. 








Nellie Gilehrist, Mis: 
Drummond, 

ee - Misses Baron, Smythe, W 
Russell, E. Newcombe, 


Bana 





ams, Kerr, 








Grace Nelson, Irene Neweombe, Bessie 
White, Tom White. 


ut 






Matron - - = = 
Nurses - - - - 
Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 
Matrons - - - - 


Nurses - - - - 
Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - = - - 


Nurses - - ~~ 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron = - = - 
Nurses - - - ~ 


Housekeeping Staff 





1925 
Miss Edna Drummond 


Misses Grace Nelson, Mabel Nelson, 
Bessie White, Tom White. 


1926 
Miss Edna Drummond. 

Misses Kerr, Russell, Mac Shaw, Me- 
Keague, C. Bell, Thompson, Mrs. Me- 
Fadden. 

Misses Grace Nelson, Mabel Nelson, 
Bessie Duncan, Helen Robinson, Tom 
White. 





1927 

Mrs. McFadden, Miss Edna Drummond. 
Miss Drammond, Miss Vivash. 

Misses M. Nelson, Helen Robinson, ‘Tom 
White. 


1928, 
Miss Edna Drummond, Miss Willows, 
‘Miss Dorothy Spencer. 

‘Misses Marshall, McMillan, Oronson, 
Hickey, Rees, Blakin, Evans, Stocking, 
Taylor, Smith, Malonix, Martin, Dron, 
MeCormick, Newsham,’ Wheeler, Me- 
Leod, Mrs.’ Winters. 

Miss M, Nelson, Miss Harrison, Miss 
Thompson, Mrs.’ Brown, E. A. Moore, 
Helen Robinson, Tom White, P. Proctor. 


1929 
Miss Dorothy Spencer, Miss Bullock. 
Miss McLeod, Miss Holmes, Miss Fern 
‘Townsend, Miss Perkins. 

‘Miss M. Nelson, Miss Harrison, Tom 
White 


1930 
Miss G, Bullock, 

Misses Fern Townsend, H. Holmes, C. 
Bell, B, Deering, Mrs. ‘Hobe, Mrs. A. 
Little, 

‘Miss M. Nelson, ‘Tom White, Miss M, 
Robinson, Miss ‘Sutter. 
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Matrons - - = - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staft 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses = ~~ - 
Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - - - - 
Nurses = - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - = - 
Nurses = - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses = - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 
Matron = - - - 
Nurses = - = - 
Housekeeping Staff 
Matron = = = = 
Nurses = - = - 


Housekeeping Staff 


1931 
Miss G. Bullock, Miss Hazel Laycock, 
Miss Fern Townsend, Misses H. Shaw, 
H, Holmes, M. Powell, B. Deering, Gerry, 
Buttorf, Ward, Mrs. A. Little, 

Miss Anne Redmond, Tom White, Miss 
‘M. Robinson, Miss’ Sutter, Miss G, 
Nelson, Miss Watt, 


1932 
Miss Hazel Laycock, 

‘Miss Fern Townsend, Miss Elsie Deering 
Anne Redmond, Minnie Robinson, Tom 
White. 


1933 
Miss Hazel Laycock, Miss G. Bullock. 
Miss Mabel Nelson, Miss E. Deering, 
Miss Shaw. 

Anne Redmond, Minnie Robinson, Tom 
White. 


1934 
Miss G. Bullock. 
Miss Shaw, Miss M. Powell, Miss B. 





Deering. 
Anne Redmond, Irene Simmons, Tom 
White. 


1935 
Miss G. Bullock 

‘Misses M. Powell, J. Kent, B. Deering, 
Sutter, Mrs. Bell, 

Irene Simmons, Tom White. 


1936 
Miss M. M. Sissons, 

Misses Willa Smith, Dorothy Maltais, 
Olive Barnett, Irene Hancock. 

Gertie Ollis, Irene Simmons, Tom White. 


1937 
Misses Sissons, Smith, 

Misses D. Maltais, 0. Barnett, I. 
Hancock. 

Gertie Ollis, Irene Simmons, Tom White. 


ua 





Matron = - = - 
Nurses 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron = - - - 
Nurses = - - 


Housekeeping Staff 
Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 
Housekeeping Staff 
Matrons - = - - 


Nurses = = = 


Housekeeping St 





Matron 
Nurses 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - - - - 
Nurses = - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 








1938 

Miss W. Smith, 

Misses D. Maltais, 0. Barnett, Gertrude 
Powers, Peters. 

Gertie Ollis, Irene Simmons, Tom White. 


1939 
Miss W. Smith 

Misses O. Barnett, K. Young, G. Powers, 
Mrs. Duffy. 

Gertie Ollis, Miss Martin, L. Riley, Irene 
Simmons, Tom White. 


1940 
Miss W. Smith 
Misses 0. Barnett, K. Young, K. Whid- 
don, Mrs, Duffy. 
G, Ollis, I. Simmons, Miss Martin, Miss 
Riley, Tom White. 

1941 
Miss W. Smith, Miss J.McKee. 
Misses O. Barnett, K. Whiddon, J 
Fisher, P, Kohlruss, E. C. Yonkers, J 
Stephenson, A. Croteau, J, Swainsc 
Ruth Hart, B, M. Deputan, Bernice Gall, 
Mrs. Ducey, Mis. A. White, Mrs. E. 
Winters, Mrs. R. Beli, Mrs. Farley. 
Misgos G. Olly, B. Cowan, G; Forbes 
R. Walsh, I. Simmons, D. 
Landells, Torn White, R. Lambert. 

1942 
Mise J. McKee. 
Misses B, C. Yonkers, P. Kohlruss, M, 
vans, ‘M. Malysh, Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. 
A. White, 
Misses R. Walsh, E, Lee, A. Lukawitsk, 
D, Maggs, Mrs. I. Farley, Mrs. F. Davis, 
Miss, Lottie Stone, Mr. R. Lambert, Mr 
©. W. Hamilton, 

1943, 
Miss J. MeKee, Miss H. Sadoway. 
Misses L, Schneider, E. Patterson, M. 
Lucas, P’ Kohlruss, ‘Ml. Malysh, 'T. W. 
Young, Mrs. B. L. Crawshaw, Mrs. C. 
Fisher, Mrs, R. Bell. 
Mrs, L. Stone, Misses D. Maggs, T. Me- 
Neely, F. McLennan, Mr. C. W. Hamilton 
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1944 
H, Sadoway. 
Misses L. Gingell, M, Malysh, N. H. 
Mott, D. Phillips, M. Ashmore, M. Lucas, 
Mrs.’ McIntyre. 

Mrs. L, Stone, Mrs, R. Martin, Misses 
D. Maggs, J. Reid, V. Gould, F. Tessman, 
M. Isley, T. Cox, M. Barnett, R. Anson, 
Mr. C. W. Hamilton, 


1945, 
Miss H. Sadoway, Miss L. Gingell 
Misses D. Evans, M. Ashmore, F. Tess- 
man, B,. Gillanders, M. Houdek, “M. 
Hallett, F. Wiethold. 

Mrs, Hamilton, Mrs. Rose, Misses T. 
Cox, C. Malone, E. Haskell, J. Robinson, 
P. Torrance, E, Carlson,’ Mr. C. W. 
Hamilton, Mr. J. Young, Mr. G. Savage. 


1946 
Miss L. Gingell, Mrs, A. Manson, 
Miss B. Gillanders, Miss A. MacCrim- 
mon, Mrs. Chas. Head. 
Misses F, Wiethold, D. Evans, M. 
Younge, F. Tessman, J, Podlubny, E. 
Cardiff, G. Block, Mrs. MeKerihan, Mrs. 
U. MacFadyen, Mrs, A. Isert,’ Mrs. 
Colton. 
Misses P. Torrance, J. Robinson, F. Brix, 
Y, Mitchell, M. Barber, Mr. A. Turner, 
Mr. C. Beck, 

1947 
Mrs, Chas. Head, Mrs. B. V. Wood. 
Misses E. Cardiff, F. Tessman, M. Gil- 
pin, Mrs. A. Isert, Mrs. U. MacFadyen, 
Mrs. Colton, Mrs.’R. MeKerihan. 
Misses P, “Torrance, M. Barber, J 
Robinson, M, MacFadyen, I. Shattuck, 
‘Mr. A. Turner. 

1948 
Mrs. E. V. Wood, Miss E. Foxton. 
Misses M. Gilpin, F. Tessman, A. Balko, 
D. Harley, Mrs, U, MacFadyen, Mrs. A’ 
Isert, Mrs. G. Colton, 
Misses Torrance, J. Farrer, B, Hanna, 
I, Shattuek, Mr. A. Turner. 
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1949 
Miss E. Foxton. 

Misses M. Gilpin, A. Balko, D. Prill, 
Mrs. A. Isert, Mrs. G. Colton. 

Misses B. Hanna, E. Goebel, J. Farrer, 
D. Thomsen, B; Lake, L. Lake, U. 
Chaistman, M. Laurenceson, M, Dib, 
T.Shattuek, Mrs. H. Olds, Mr. A. Turner, 
Mr. H. Mitchell. 


1950 
Miss E, Foxton. 

Misses A. Balko, M. Gilpin, D. Prill, 
‘Mrs. G, Colton. 

F. Wickham, Miss D. Thomsen, I. Shat- 
tick, May Dibb, Mr. A. Turner. 


1951 
Mise E. Foxton, Miss M. Robertson, Mrs, 
‘Macimnes. 
Misses M. Gilpin, A. Balko, D. Prill, A, 
Raymond, M. Dupuit, Mrs. G. Colton, 
Mrs. A. Isert, Mrs. Grant. 
Misses F. Wickham, I. Shattuck, D. 
‘Thomsen, Mr. A. Turner. 


1952 
Miss J. Harrington, Mrs. E. Macinnes, 
Misses M. Vance, R. Borme, D. Prill, 
F. Gale, M, Robertson, M. Dupuit, D, 
Adamyk, Mrs. R. Bell,’ Mrs. G. Colton. 
Misses D. Thomsen, I. Shattuck, V. 
Webb (Budzilka), P.’Helinski, P. Wiek- 
ham, C. Lawrence, B. Parker, Mrs. G. 
Schaffer, Mr. A. Turner. 


1953, 
‘Mrs, E. Macinnes, Mrs. A. Purser. 
Mrs, R. Bell, Misses R. Borme, D, Prill, 
MM. Dupuit, 'N. Moderwell, I. Flaherty, 
M, Vasrude, Mrs. L. Axley, Mrs. C. 
Redmond, Miss L’Ieureux, ' Miss M 
Jarvie, Miss A. Hansen, M's, U, Mac 
Fadyen, E. MeKerricher. 

Misses F. Wickham, V. Budzilka, E, 
Parker, Mrs. Milton, Mrs. G. Schaffer, 
Miss D. Robinson, B. Buchanan, Mrs, 
MeKerihan, Mrs. W. Lively, Mrs. H. 
Olds, Mr. A. Turne 
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1954 
Mrs. A. Purser. 

Misses M. Jarvie, A. L'Heureux, A. 
Hansen, E. MeKerracher, Mrs. Zubkow- 
ski, Mrs. “R. Bell, Mrs, C. Redmond, 
Mrs. U.” MacFadyen, Mrs. Macinnes, 
Miss V. Young, Mrs.'C. Beck, Miss M. 
Peden, Mrs. M. Walton, Miss G. Norppa, 
Mrs, I, Blake, Miss Anne Grech, Mrs. 
R. MeKerihan, 

Mrs. H. Olds, Mrs, W. Lively, Miss B, 
Buchanan, Mrs. Grant, Miss Mae Carey, 
Miss N. Thompson, Mr. A, Turner. 











1955 
Mrs. A. Purser, Miss F. Mills, 

Mrs. M. Walton, Misses M. Peden, Anne 
Grech, G. Norppa, Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. C. 
Redmond, E. Hnatow, P. Gemmell, M. 
Gilpin, Mrs. ‘G_ Colton. 

E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. Lively, 
B. Buchanan,’ H. ‘Thompson, 1 
Kennedy, R. Ricken, Mrs, W. Hannon, 
Mrs. G. Schaffer, Mr. A. Turner, 


1956 
Miss M. Gilpin, 

Mrs, A. Purser, Mrs. M. Walton, Miss 
M. Boden, A. Grech, Mrs, C. Redmond, 
Mrs. R. Bell, A. Clarke, Mrs. C. Beck, 
F. Sweeney, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, 8. 
Hnatow. 

Misses. Podhaniuk, D. Colton, Mrs. 
Hannon, Mrs, G. ‘Schaffer, ™ 
Tamer, Mr. Ge Machel Wintcher 
‘Mr. L. Marian, 


1957 
Miss M. Gilpin, 

Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs, M. Walton, Mrs, B, 
‘MeLennan, Miss 8. Hnatow,’ Mrs. A. 
Purser, Miss L. Luniw, Mrs. A. ©, 
Ronaghan, 

Miss E: Podhaniuk, Mrs. D; Colton, Mrg 
W. Hannon, Mrs.” V. Fedow, 
Schaffer, Miss E. Duddy, Mrs. 
‘Mr. I. Whiteher, Mr. K. Kat 
Mr, L. Marian. 
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1958 
Miss M. Gilpin. 

‘Mrs, R. Bell, Mrs, A. Purser, Mrs, U, 
MacFadyen, ‘Mrs. B. MeLennan, Mrs. 
‘AE. Ronaghan, Miss 8. Hnatow, Miss 
N. Landells, Mrs. L. Gessner, Miss B. 
Ewen, 

Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. 
Mrs, Howard, Miss’ P. Beds, Mi 
Epp, Mrs. G. Schaffer, Mr. J. Hurst. 
Mr, L. Marian. 











1959 
Miss M. Gilpin, Mrs. R. Bell, 

Mrs. M. Walton, Mrs. B. Cundal, Mrs. 
G, Purves, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, Mrs 
M, Maggs, Miss B. Mullen, Mrs, ‘Susan 
joke, Mrs. L, Gessner, 

Miss E, Podhaniuk, Mrs, W. Hannon, 
Mrs, G. Schaffer, Mes, W. Lively, Mr 
3, Hurst. 

Mr, L. Marian, 











1960 
Mrs, R. Bel 

Mrs. M. Walton, Mrs. B. Cundal, Miss 
E. Larcombe, Mrs. A, Maicohoniuk, Mrs. 
S. Rooks, Mrs. G. Purves, Mrs. A. E, 
Ronaghan, Miss R. Lofthouse, 

Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs, W. Hannon, 
Miss S. Noyee, Mrs. W. Lively, Mr. J. 
Hurst. 

Mr. L, Marian 











1961 
Mrs. R. Bell. 





Budda, Mrs. G. Purves, Miss 
combe, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, Mrs, A, 
Makohoniuk, Mrs, U. MacFadyen, Mrs. 
0, Downey, ‘Mrs. ‘T. Anderson, Miss V. 
Fink, Mrs, G. Gilbert. 

Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. Hannon, 
Miss S. Noyce, Mrs. W. Lively, Miss 
K. Rainey, Miss E. Bandura, Mr. J, 
Hurst. 

Mr. L, Marian, 
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1962 
Mrs, R. Bell 

Mrs, B. Cundal, Mrs. 0. Downey, Mrs. 
‘A. Purser, Mrs, U. MacFadyen, Mrs, A. 
Makohoniuk, Mrs. G. Gilbert,’ Miss F. 
O'Leary. 

‘Mrs. E. Hannon, Mrs, W. Hannon, Miss 
E. Bandura, Mrs. W. Lively, Mts. G. 
Schaffer, Mr. J, Hurst. 

Mr. L, Marian. 
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DEDICATION 


THIS HISTORY IS RESPECTFULLY DEDI- 
CATED TO THE PIONEER MEN AND WOMEN 
WHO WITH VISION AND PERSEVERANCE 
TOOK A PRAIRIE HILL AND PUT A HOSPI- 
TAL ON IT, IN ORDER THAT SUFFERING 
HUMANITY MIGHT BE PROPERLY CARED 
FOR. 








“Prairie cottage hospitals assisted by 


provincial government funds, run on the 


cheapest lines compatible with efficiency, 


run in the interests of nobody's pockets 
but the patients’, would do as much per- 
haps as new lines of railway to attract 


settlers to the West.” 


(Ada B.’Teetgen’s argument from the preface 
of A White Passion, December, 1912) 























CONTENTS 


MESSAGES— 
Hon. E. C. Manning, Premier 
Hon. A. O. Aalborg, Minister of Education 
Mr. J. H. Kelly, Reeve M.D. of Vermilion River 
Mr. D. B. Shirreff, Chairman Islay Hospital Board ... 
Mr. Tom Lee, Member Original Board .. 
Dr. A. H. Sweet 
Mr. N. Macinnes, 2nd Chairman of Board 

Foreword 

CHAPTER 
One—Introduction 
Two—The Settlers . 

‘Three—A Hospital is Necded .. 
Four—A Hospital is Planned 
Five—On the Hill West of the Town 
Six—The Second Summer Campaign .. 
Seven—A. White Passion 
Eight—The Lady Minto Act 
Nine—Holding Its Own on 
Ten—The War — And Trouble .. 
Eloven—Closed 
‘Twelve—The Flu : 
‘Thirteen—Notice to Ratepayers 
Fourteen—A Point of Principle 
Fifteen—The First Municipal Board at Work 
Sixteen—Fire on the Night Shift... 
Seventeen—"A Real Florence Nightingale” 
Eighteen—Six Board Members 
Nineteen—Three Letters about Board Policy .. 
Twenty—The “Residence” 
Twenty-one—Disaster Plan in Action 
‘Twenty-two—Problems of the Board .. 
‘Twenty-three—And Talk of Many Things . 
‘Twenty-four—Some Character Sketches 
‘Twenty-five—Anecdotes 
Twenty-six—The Little Efforts Hospital Club 
‘Twenty-seven—The Hospital Today . 
‘Twenty-eight—The X-Ray Department and Laboratory. 

Staffs of Islay Lady Minto Cottage Hospital, 1912-1918 

‘The Board of Islay Municipal Hospital, 1919-1962 .. 

Staffs of Islay Municipal Hospital, 1919-1962 ... 

Acknowledgements 


Index 




















































A Message from Hon. E. C. Manning, 
Premier of the Province of Alberta 


I appreciate this opportunity to extend best 
wishes on behalf of the Government of Alberta 
on the occasion of the Golden Anniversary of the 
“Hospital on the Hill’. 


This hospital, founded on the need for such 
a service, came into being 50 years ago as a 
result of hard work by dedicated people. It was 
another shining example of pioneer spirit and 
humanitarian effort in the interest of the com- 
munity and its people. 


The “Hospital on the Hill”, now the Islay 
Municipal Hospital, has made a valuable contri- 
bution to the welfare of Albertans over the past 
half century. On behalf of the citizens of this 
Province, may I express good wishes to those 
taking part in the observance of this Golden 
Anniversary and pay tribute to those pioneers, 
who through initiative and hard work, brought 
the hospital into being. 


Ernest C. Manning, 
Premier of Alberta. 




















A Message from Hon. Anders 0. Aalborg, M.L.A., 
for Alexandra, and Minister of Education 


GREETINGS 


For half a century the Islay Hospital has 
touched the lives of all families in the district 
and has a very special place in the hearts of 
thousands of grateful patients who have found 
comfort and healing within its walls. 


This small country hospital has never enjoyed 
the glittering complex of facilities and equip- 
ment found in a modern city hospital, but it has 
always been noted for a warm, home-like at- 
mosphere that makes the patient feel he is being 
treated as a person and not just another case 
to be admitted and discharged as quickly as cold 
scientific efficiency will permit. 


Careful and courteous individual attention 
and treatment has been the key to the enduring 
success of this fine friendly hospital for over two 
generations. 





On behalf of the people of Alexandra I salute 
the proud record of the Islay Hospital on the 
oceasion of its Fiftieth Anniversary, and pay 
tribute to the dedicated mien and women who 
have served on the Board and the Staff of the 
Hospital over the years. May I also take this 
opportunity to extend special congratulations to 
all those who have contributed to the planning 
and the production of this splendid book to com- 
memorate a notable event in the history of 
Eastern Alberta, 


Anders 0. Aalborg. 









































A Message from Mr. J. H. Kelly, Reeve of the 
Municipal District of Vermilion River 


‘The difficulties experienced in_ gathering 
authentic material for a history of this kind are 
only hinted at in the account given here, Records 
have been destroyed or misiaid and the first 
settlers who pioneered the district are becoming 
fewer year by year. ‘The members of the hos- 
torical committee are to be commended for a 
difficult task well done. ‘The present day resi- 
denis of this area of north-eastern Alberta owe 
Q debt of gratitude to those early pioneers who 
iaid the foundations of our present institutions— 
not the least of which is the Islay Municipal 
Hospital. 


John H. Kelly 


‘A Message from Mr. D. B. Shirreff, Chairman 
of the Board of Islay Municipal Hospital 


As Chairman of the present Islay Municipal 
Hospital Board, I would like to express my thanks 
to all those people who had a part in making this 
fiftieth anniversary possible. I am sure that the 
older generation must have regarded this Hospi- 
tal as a tremendous step forward in the pioneer 
life of their district. 


I appreciate the co-operation I have had from 
the Board members, the secretary, and the matron 
and staff during the past twelve years that I have 
been a Board member and hope that this Hospital 
will continue to serve the public’s needs for many 
years to come. 


Douglas B, Shirreff 
Chairman 











Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lee 


Message from Tom Lee, a member of the Original 
Board of Islay Lady Minto Cottage Hospital 


Dewberry, May 15, 1961. 


Dear Friends: 


It was indeed kind of you to ask me to write 
a message for the booklet. I appreciate the honor. 


My wife is just back from the Hospital where 
she had a bout with pneumonia, and she speaks 
in highest terms of her treatment there. 


I have many fond memories of Lady Minto 
Hospital and the old Board, I am sure the present 
Board is doing a good job. 


Keep Islay Hospital the Best In The West! 
Sincerely, 
Tom Lee 



































FOREWORD 


A few words concerning our problems in preparing this history 
should be set down by way of explanation and comment. 


First a word about information and sources. Few people read a 
history of their own times without wishing to make a correction here 
and there. “It didn’t happen that way,” someone says. “I know. I was 
there. 1 wish they had asked me before writing this down.” The 
committee made every effort to publicize the work they had undertaken, 
Advertisements were run in newspapers on several occasions. Dozens 
of letters were writien in an effort to contact those who might be of 
assistance. We are greatly indebted to all those who have volunteered 
Lalarmuatiin or ano: womerad war wimciond remeeats for te. Phy hase 
made this history possible. 


The problem of “firsts” confronts any historian. Our committee 
were no exception. Inevitably someone will ask, “Who was the first 
doctor?” “Who was the first matron?” This problem has several aspects. 
Often the question simply cannot be answered. Perhaps no record was 
kept at the time, or if record was kept it was destroyed in a fire many 
years ago. Forced to rely upon fallible human memory, the historian 
finds that those who should know can’t agree! Hence the old saying, 
“History is a lie agreed upon”. 

Again, what of the “nexts”? Is the first doctor who stayed only 
a year entitled to more consideration, because he was first, than the 
next who stayed twenty-five? 


Our answer has been that we are interested in all those who have 
made a contribution to the Hospital, and have done all we can to establish 
their identity. Our history is not a collection of “firsts” only. 


The problem of limiting the topic also has to be faced. If it is 
known, for example, that the first train went through Islay in 1905, 
somebody is sure to say, “Yes, but it wasn’t called ‘Islay’ then. The old 
name was ‘Island Lake’”. Explanations will then be necessary that 
Kenilworth Lake was formerly called Island Lake, and that the post office 
was originally named after it. The possibility of this name coming 
from one of the Indian tribes formerly in the area opens up still more 
fields of inquiry. 


Obviously limits must be drawn somewhere. 


Early in the study of Islay Hospital the committee decided that if 
the institution was not unique i was certainly unusual, and a treatment 
going beyond ordinary limits would be required. As the information 





began t0 come in it became clear that the story of Islay Hospital was 
not just the story of a village community or even of a hospital district. 
Somehow Edmonton and London just would not keep out of the story. 
And a wide variety of personalities—militiamen, premiers, lieutenant. 
governors, Edmonton businessmen on good-will tours, cabinet ministers, 
and a lady known as “Green Veil”—kept “getting into the act” where 
one had expected to meet only nurses and doctors. 


i To sum up, we think that it can be shown that Islay Hospital has 

both an honorable place in the general history of western Canada, and 
@ significant role in the history of medicine and hospitalization in 
particular. 


How well we have shown this in the succeeding pages we leave 
the reader to judge. 


The Islay Hospital Historical Committee 
ALLEN RONAGHAN, nese one Author 
J. W. SHAW sno nnnsns Board Member 
Mane M. Caney — 





Secretary-Treasurer 











THE HOSPITAL ON THE HILL 


‘To the staff of the Islay Municipal, 
With faces cherubic and kissable, 
Who lighten the lives of patients and wives 
Who wish going home was permissable. 
—by Gare Kay 

















THE HOSPITAL ON THE HILL 
CHAPTER ONE 


INTRODUCTION 


The search for the “first” doctor in this area would likely 
take us into the teepees of the Crees, Blackfeet, Sarcees and As- 
siniboines. One high hill in eastern Alberta, “Akasu” or “Sick 
Man” Hill near Lavoy, gets its name from Cree legend. Who 
was the sick man, and what was the sickness, we wonder, that 
so impressed itself on those people as to be commemorated in 
the name of a hill and lake just north of it? Was it one of the 
great smallpox epidemics that in some cases wiped out entire 
encampments? The year 1918 is “the year of the ‘flu’” for 
many of us. No doubt “Akasu Hill” was named in the same way. 


David Thompson tells us that of all the Indians he knew 
the Crees had the greatest knowledge of the medicines that 
could be made from native plants. Countless remedies were 
probably brewed by the Indians from plants that we curse as 
weeds each growing season. 


Where surgery was concerned one shudders at the thought 
of the suffering that was endured by a people who understood 
little about it. Anthony Henday tells us of an Indian who was 
so severely injured by a grizzly bear in the area south of Grizzly 
Bear Coulee that he died several days later of the wounds. Mr. 
J. G. MacGregor has conjectured whether this incident is, in fact, 
the source of the name of that coulee 

For the men who made the first C.P.R. survey through 
townships 47 and 48 in the 1870’s the nearest doctor may have 
been in Winnipeg. Later, after 1877, the telegraph line brought 
imedical advice a little closer. J. S. MacDonald tells us that 
a medical book was kept in the telegraph office at Battleford. 
It contained full instructions as to what should be done in cases 
of illness or accident. The operators at the various stations 
made use of this information when neccesary, and advice was 
freely given to anyone who requested it. One can imagine the 
Robert McKernan family at the Grizzly Bear Telegraph Station 
making use of this service. J. F. Dyke Parker and W. C. Gillis, 
stationed at the second telegraph station in the area, Eleanor, 
may also have had to make use of this rough and ready service. 


Surveyors ran the survey of the 14th base line in 1879, 
M, Aldons being in charge in the townships now. including Dew- 
berry; Hazeldine and Clandonald. W. A. Ashe, J. Doupe, E. 
Bray and P.R.A. Belanger were running township and range 
lines after 1882. Working under the most primitive of condi- 


+ See J. G. MacGregor, Behold The Shining Mountains. 
* J. S. MacDonald, The Dominion Telegraph. 
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tions and far from their supply bases, these men found that 
scurvy, typhoid fever and ptomaine poisoning were their worst 
enemies. No doubt there were rush trips to cut in on the line 
for help from Battleford. 


‘Typhoid fever struck again in the fall of 1903 when Mrs. 
George Powell, and daughter Nelly Armston had to be taken 
from the ranch at Island Hill, in the Vermilion River Valley, to 
be hospitalized in Edmonton. This is surely one of the first 
cases on record from the homesteading period of this area’s 
history. It would be interesting to know if Mr. Powell knew 
that there was a medical practitioner with the Barr colony 
on the Fourth Meridian, about forty miles away. Dr. W. W. 
Amos was there, with a tent for an office. He had arrived, 
with the Barr Colonists, not long before. In any event, Edward 
Calvert, now of Chipman, tells that his brother drove Mrs. 
Powell ‘and her daughter ‘to hospital in Edmonton, where re- 
covery took place. 


Speaking of the Barr Colonists, scarcely had they arrived in 
what is now Lloydminster, when agitation began for. the organi- 
zation of a Hospital Committee and the raising of a fund to 
build a hospital. Discussion of this matter is recorded in ‘The 
Lloydminster Times in issue after issue during and after 1905. 
And, of course, the time would soon come when Lloydminster 
could boast of having the first United Municipal Hospital in 
the provinees of Alberta and Saskatchewan. But that is another 
story! 


Bill Muir remembers that construction crews began to 
build pieces of the grade for the railway near Islay in September 
of 1904. There were big camps of men and horses in the vicinity 
in June of 1905, and evidently some arrangement had been made 
for hospitalization and medical care in cases of accident. . If 
there was a doctor with these crews we have not been able to 
find any particulars. There is record of a Dr. Burris setting 
up a practise at Breage, on 36-50-6 W4, in May of 1905. Evi- 
dently there was no doctor at Island Lake, on 10-51-4, W 4, nor at 
the present location under the name of Islay, until 1908. Mrs. 
J. T. Fyfe remembers that a Doctor Walsh was in Islay for some 
months that year. Bill Waterfield tells of being well acquainted 
with Dr. Walsh, and having many interests in common. Dr. 
Walsh appears to have moved to B.C., and corresponded with 
Mrs. A. Beecroft’s brother, for some time. He is supposed to 
have said that the district’s people were “so healthy a doctor 
would starve”. 


Dr. Walsh, then, can be cited as the first doctor to practise 
in Islay. His stay was short, and, of course, he had no con- 
nection with Islay Hospital. Nevertheless he played a part— 
perhaps a very important part in the lives of those who came 
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to him for help—in the story of what is now Islay Hospital 
District. 


There was no doctor in Islay in 1909 when Mrs. Davis’ 
daughter, now Mrs. Alf Jones, was kicked by a horse and 
severely injured. She was taken to Lloydminster for treatment. 
Some of the Waterfield family had typhoid fever that same 
year and had to be treated in Lloydminster. 


Jim McClelland remembers that there was no doctor in the 
winter of 1910 and 1911, when he had to get a doctor from 
Lloydminster to come to treat his step-father. 


Dr. Mahood arrived in Islay in 1911. He was there in the 
fall when Bill Armstrong broke his leg, and was on hand to set 
it. Jim Carey remembers that Dr. Mahood was in Islay for 
the construction period of the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital. 
He was the doctor in charge when Valme Walker was born at 
Mrs. Hennessy’s on May 11, 1912. It appears that Dr. Mahood 
left Islay about the time Dr. Howson arrived. It is certain 
that Dr. Mahood’s name does not appear in any Hospital re- 
cords. Dr. Hawksley-Hill of Calgary has informed us that Dr. 
Mahood served as Medical Health Officer in Calgary before 
going into private practice. 


Which Dog Are You Going To Head For? 


Jack McNeilly can remember Dr. Mahood very clearly, 
having driven the Doctor on several very long trips both north 
and south of Islay. On one occasion he drove him on an emer- 
gency call to McMullens’, in the Greenlawn district. Another 
trip, this time to the south, is remembered because of several 
unusual circumstances in connection with it. 


There was a telephone in Elliott and Gilehrist’s store. One 
Sunday evening for some reason long forgotten Alex Gilchrist 
happened to go down to the store. While he was there the 
telephone rang. It was a call from a party south of Kitscoty. 
An old lady was sick, and the Doctor was needed. A trip of 
about 30 miles to the south and east of Islay was involved, and 
it was already after 8:00 o'clock in the evening. The doctor 
happened to be handy, and Jack McNeilly was available too, 
so they set out. It was late in the fall of 1911, and there was 
no moon, so they travelled as best they could following the 
main trail from the country south of Islay, and noting the lights 
from familiar homesteads. Eventually Jack began to feel un- 
easy about the direction they were going, and decided to stop 
and ask directions, When they came to a farmstead they 
learned with surprise that they were at Harry Elliott’s. He 
was able to give them general directions towards reaching their 
destination, and they started off again, angling to the south 
and east. Somewhere off in the distance in front of them a dog 
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howled. ‘Then another dog howled, this time a little to the 
vight of the first. “Which dog are you going to head for?” 
asked Dr. Mahood. Jack McNeilly decided they would head 
for the dog to the right. They drove for some time and the 
dog howled again, and they checked their bearings. Finally 
they came to a bluff where the road forked. McNeilly again 
decided to go to the right. When they reached the other side 
of the bluff they could see the lights of a farmhouse, and this 
proved to be their destination. 





Jack remembers that Dr. Mahood was cool, and not one to 
panic at the possibility of getting lost. In this respect he was 
unlike many other customers, some of them doctors, who would 
question the driver’s judgment until he felt that he really was 
lost, when in fact he was on the right trail. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


THE SETTLERS 


The building of the Canadian Northern railway made every 
newly established station the site of a potential town. Settle- 
ments that had grown up along the old trails moved to the 
nearest point on the railway. ‘The iron tracks rearranged travel 
patterns in somewhat the way that a magnet attracts iron 
filings that have been lying without pattern. 


Homesteaders’ trails tended to head for the nearest point 
on the railway line. And business men, no doubt aware that 
each point could not become a major town, did all possible to 
attract business to their chosen point on the line by offering 
inducements and services. There was a race to get creameries, 
elevators, banks, and blacksmith shops established. In 
one point an opera house was erected at an early date, and 
travelling troupes were encouraged to present plays and music 
hall shows. 


Islay’s location had certain advantages and disadvantages. 
The first railway survey through the “park belt” avoided the 
Blackfoot Hills by going south of them. This route crossed 
the Blackfoot, Grizzly Bear and Buffalo coulees, where long 
trestles would’ have to be built. ‘The surveyors of the Canadian 
Northern elected to avoid these coulees by going through the 
northern edge of the Blackfoot Hills. To find a suitable gradient 
along the hill forming the eastern rim of the basin in which 
Kenilworth Lake lies, it was necessary to angle nearly three miles 
north along what became known as the “Kitscoty Hill”, Then 
the right-of-way angled south again to follow a watercourse 
and emerge into the level land along the Vermilion River. Islay, 
very near the most northerly point of this wide swing, was thus 
placed almost four miles nearer the townships to the north 
than either Kitscoty or Borradaile. A study of the population 
growth in the first ten years shows that this position was very 
important. 


Another favorable factor, important in days of horse-drawn 
vehicles, was altitude. Islay’s altitude of 2,000 feet above sea 
level is similar to most altitudes in the country north of Islay, 
and for many districts to the south it was actually downhill 
to Islay. 





Along with these advantages went the disadvantage that 
Kenilworth Lake represented a large empty space in the market 
and production area tributary to Islay. Also the hilly area 
to the south has never been as thickly populated as other parts 
of the tributary area. 
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In balance, however, it was a better than average “terminal” 
situation. 


The first post office was opened by Stewart MacInnes and 
was on his homestead on SW 10-51-W4, being known as “Island 
Lake”. He operated the first store for a short time, selling 
out, about October 1905, to Harry Elliott who later worked in 
partnership with Alex Gilchrist. The first station agent was 
Mr. Waterfield. The first Anglican church service was held 
in this building before it was officially opened as a station. 
The first section men stationed at Islay were Mr. Birkhead and 
Mr. Broomhead. The first livery barn was operated by Jim 
Gilchrist, who also had an interest, with Sid Giles, in the first 
restaurant. Mr. Threadgold opened the first blacksmith shop. 
Havelock Moore opened the first lumber yard. George Davison 











Islay, about 1907. 


and Billy Falls were the first butchers. By July 1907 the first 
school had been established. A newspaper, “The Wideawake”, 
was being published. Rev. McLennan was the first minister 
in the Presbyterian Church, followed soon by Rev. J. Geeson. 
Rev. Harold Edwards served several Anglican points, including 
Islay, for a number of years. After 1909 Father Goutier was 
a familiar figure, using the school on the occasions when he 
came to Islay. 


The growth of the rural areas using Islay as their terminal 
was in some respects more spectacular than the growth of the 
village. At the time the census was taken in 1906 at least three 
townships' had no population at all. By 1911 these same town- 
ships contained 267 people. The township containing Dewberry, 
58-4, had grown from 41 people in 1906 to 164, to make it the 
second most thickly populated township, second only to the one 


+ Townships 48 and 49 and 54 W4—population figures supplied by Dominion 
Bureau of Statisties, 
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including Islay, 51-4, with 221 people. Township 52-4 grew 
from 22 in 1906 to 94 in 1911. Township 50-4 increased from 
4 in 1906 to 68 in 1911. A similar story could be told for the 
townships in ranges 3 and 5, half of which would later be in- 
cluded in the Islay Hospital District. 


Population increased, the cattle herds grew, and the grain 
poured in. The Islay Elevator Company was organized and 
construction began on the first elevator in 1908, with Lloyd 
and George Cameron as contractors. Neil McKachern, the 
first operator, when interviewed in 1956 stated that between 
40,000 and 50,000 bushels of grain was handled the first season. 
This included “a nice car of flax”. Neil proudly pointed out 
that Mr. Springford, farming north of Kitscoty, often brought 
grain to Islay, as did many people from the Marwayne district. 
Neil told a story that illustrated the rivalry that existed between 
the various villages, One farmer complained of the price he 
was getting at the Islay elevator, and took his next load to 
Kitscoty. In a few days he was back at Islay with a load. 
“You at least give me the sleigh and the horses back,” he said, 
“In Kitscoty they wanted the whole thing!” 


Neil remembered that from 100 to 150 teams came in on 
certain days. All couldn’t be served and many would have to 
stay over night, taxing the livery stable’s capacity, and giving 
a booming business to the hotel. Some farmers figured on 
a day to make the trip in with grain, and a second day to return 
home with the supplies purchased. 


Cattle were driven in to Islay for shipping from as far as 
the Bonnyville district. These drives usually took place in the 
fall, when the leaves had blown off the trees and runaways 
could be easily seen and brought back to the herd. The Saska- 
tchewan River was usually crossed by ferry at Mooswa Crossing, 
South of where Lindbergh is now. Several stops for the night 
would be made on the way south, arrangements having been 
made with farmers who had suitable corrals. Elmer Elliott 
tells of riding for Bob Braithwaite who bought cattle and shipped 
through Islay. Elmer can remember losing cattle in the bush, 
but does not recall losing any in crossing the Saskatchewan, 
although several head would jump from the ferry and swim. 


A good picture of rural development in this period can be 
gained from a study of the organization of school districts. ‘The 
first school district including land now in Islay Hospital District 
was Stretton, established in January of 1905. It was one of 
the first schools in eastern Alberta. Morrison, Allandale and 
Islay came next in 1907. 1908 saw Tring, Trimbleville and Hazel- 
dine established as school districts. Six districts, Irwinville, 
Deer Lake, Watson, Ganton, Koknee and North Dewberry were 
organized in 1909,’ making’ it an outstanding year for school 
organization in this part of Alberta. Riverton, Rye, Moyerton 
and Union districts came into being in 1910. Kinnaird and 
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Holyrood were organized in 1911, the same season that the 
Hospital Fund was inaugurated. 


Here, as elsewhere in the Canadian West, the rural school 
played an important part in community life, being usually the 
first community project to be completed. The school building 
was dance-hall, concert-hall, theatre, and church. Box socials 
and community gatherings of all kinds were held there. It was 
often the local polling-booth when federal and provincial elec- 
tions were held. ‘The school near the centre of the rural muni- 
cipality became the place for the ratepayers’ annual meeting. 
Morrison School, for example, served the ratepayers of Vermilion 
Valley Municipality in this capacity for many years. The schools 
mentioned above were all available for use in'the busy campaign 
that promoted the building of Islay Hospital. Tom Lee, a 
member for a number of years of Lady Minto Hospital boards, 
has told of first meeting Miss Teetgen at a social in Riverton 
School. Later Miss Teetgen would publish a report of this type 
of meeting in the Isle of Thanet News. Here are Mr. Lee’s 
words; “Just one little final touch. I spoke of Miss Teetgen 
coming to Riverton to speak. When she returned to England 
she told in an issue of the Isle of Thanet News of an address 
she had made there. She described speaking in our Riverton 
School and gave a vivid description of the natives coming in 
hay-racks drawn by oxen. But what really burned our women 
up was her reference to the organ of which they were so proud. 
They raised money themselves and sent to Eaton's for it. She 
called it a little old wheezy harmonium!” 








A word about the settlers themselves is in order. Probably 
no frontier area was ever settled by people whose background 
was more varied. Most of the countries of Europe were repre- 
sented, if only by a family or two. A large proportion were 
English speaking. Many had come directly from the British 
Isles; others had settled elsewhere before finally locating here. 
A considerable number came from the older provinces of Canada. 
Many were eastern Canadians returning to Canada after a time 
spent in the United Stat And many were Americans who 
could say that their families had been American for a number 
of generations, Here and there several families who had known 
each other in an older community settled together, but generally 
speaking there was no pattern to the settlement. 








Where religion was concerned the variety was as great. 
Here and there the presence of several families of the same 
religious persuasion made the early construction of a rural 
church possible, but this was the exception rather than the 
rule. All Saints’ Church, Pleasant Valley, built in 1906 and St. 
George’s Church, Stretton, are examples. Islay, of course, had 
both an Anglican and Presbyterian Church by 1906. 
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Steam engineers, policemen, storekeepers, and men’ holding 
degrees in arts could be found amongst the settlers, A number 
had picked up a smattering of a second and even third language. 
Alf Hollington remembers overhearing Jack Lively use a Hindu- 
stani expression in speaking to his dog. Conversation then re- 
vealed that both men had been in South Africa. Many had 
been farmers and would continue farming on the new frontier. 
Many had no intention of remaining farmers, viewing the grant 
of 160 acres of land as an opportunity to amass a little capital 
and get into some other line of work and investment. 


Pioneering threw into close contact with each other people 
who had grown up in the most highly industrialized country in 
the world and people who had come from another agricultural 
frontier. What one didn’t know about farming the other could 
tell him. And, vice versa, when it came to community organi- 
zation the man from the more mature culture was able and 
willing to supply the leadership. 


This brief sketch would not be complete without mention 
of that intangible factor, the pioneer spirit. People liked to 
get together; liked to attend meetings. A common expression 
of the time was, “If you can’t boost, don’t knock”. Accordingly, 
it was not hard to get people to assume public responsibility. 
As it turned out there was plenty of opportunity for public 
service, Soon every school district would have its board. The 
new nine-township municipalities each needed a full slate of 
councillors, and in time municipal hospital boards would be 
required. 








. DOCTORS 
Dr. Walsh 1908 
. Stanley Mahood 1911-1912 
Dr. Christopher Howson 1912-1914 
Dr. Frank Gray 1914 
Dr. Christopher Howson 1914-1915, 1916 
Dr. J. J. Knoll 1918 
Dr. G. A. Minorgan 1919-1920 
Dr. H. Armstrong 1920-1926 
Dr. B. E. Knapp 1926-1931 
Dr. Barden 5 1981-1935 
Dr. A. H. Sweet .. 1935- 
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CHAPTER THREE 
A HOSPITAL IS NEEDED 


__ Jack Lively was born in Sussex, England, in 1877. After 
signing on as “ship’s boy” on a 200-ton British barque, the 
George Seymour, he spent a number of years knocking around 
in South Africa, Argentina and Chile. He worked as guide, 
geographer, cowboy, and naturalist’s assistant, and served in 
the Boer War. In 1905 he married Ellen Teetgen, a girl he had 
met in Sussex, and they settled in Patagonia, Argentina. She 
didn’t like Patagonia, and he tired of it, so they decided to go 
to Rio De Janeiro, “Yellow fever was taging in Rio, and the 
authorities wouldn’t let them go ashore, so the ship took the 
couple on its return passage to England. In England they heard 
of homesteading opportunities in western Canada, and decided 
to give it a try, arriving in eastern Alberta in June, 1906. 


They had a letter of introduction to Rev. Lloyd, who had 
come out with the Barr Colony. Their homestead was west 
of the colony’s eastern edge, on NE 30-51-3 W4. Bill Bellcham- 
bers has told us that Howard Thor’s house was built by Jack 
Lively. Mrs. Lively was a nurse, with a certificate in midwifery. 
She had a great many calls away from home, one from 30 miles 
north. In telling this part of the story we are privileged to be 
able to quote Mrs. Lively herself, who lives with her daughter 
in Salsbury, New Hampshire. 


“In our time travel was by buggy or oxcart over prairie 
‘trails, so we didn’t go far afield. Somehow it got out that I 
was a nurse. I-had many calls away from home, women asking 
me to take them into my house for their confinement. I had 
many more calls than I could possibly care for in my home, and 
I couldn't very well leave home, having a small child and farm 
work to do. ‘There was no hospital between Lloydminster and 
Edmonton at that time, and no doctor.” (Editor's Note: here 
Mrs. Lively is writing about the period before 1910. Vegreville 
Hospital was established in 1910.) 


“There were many incidents of greater or less importance. 
One time I went to a sick woman who had acute appendicitis. 
It was impossible to move her. She died.” 


“Another time Jack and I came across a man lying senseless 
in his hayfield. He had fallen off the load and dislocated his 
shoulder. We fixed him up as well as possible and carted him 
into Islay, to the Hospital. He thanked his lucky stars that 
he had bought a ten-dollar ticket. He was a bachelor, and 
lived alone. On our way home we called on his nearest neighbor, 
also a bachelor, who went over and tended his oxen, patiently 
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waiting in the corral to be unhitched, unloaded the hay and did 
other chores.” (Editor’s Note: The reader will pardon us for 
getting a bit ahead of the story here. We thought it appropriate 
to include the story at this point.) Incidents like this, Mrs. 
Lively points out, proved “the need for a hospital, for expectant 
mothers, and bachelors, vietims of accident with no one to 
care for them, and so on.” But all was not tragedy, as this 
following passage shows: 


“Those were wonderful days. Talk about the wide open 
spaces! They were there indeed. And the people, though 
seattered, were so really friendly, and our get-togethers so 
happy that life was truly worth living. No roads, no telephone, 
no radio or TV. Mail from Islay once a week, when one man, 
going to town, would bring out letters and so’on for all those 
whose places he passed. A traveller, stranded, would be put 
up for the night, given supper, a shake down, breakfast, and 
sent on his way.’ Sometimes he'd give a hand with the chores, 
or milking, by way of payment. Nobody ever locked their doors 
at night, or if they went off for a trip.” 





tercen Veli"; Me. GJ: Lively” Photo 
taken in New Hampshire about 1955, 


In 1909, when Mrs. Lively was expecting another baby, 
her sister Miss Ada B. Teetgen came out to help her. The 
baby, William John Joseph Lively, arrived safely in June of 
that’ year. However, like many babies born in those early 
years, his stay with the happy parents was not long. He died 
July 14th, 1909, at the age of 1 month and ten days. 


We must consider this event of first importance in our 
story. Had this child lived there is little doubt that the Livelys 
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would have been a very happy couple, and Miss Teetgen a most 
devoted aunt. There can also be little doubt that Islay would 
have waited many more years for the establishment of a hospi- 
tal, if indeed a hospital were started at all, That there was 
need for a hospital there can be no doubt. Everyone knew that 
a hospital was necessary. Babies were being born, people were 
getting sick, accidents were happening. But then, these things 
have always been humanity's lot, and what is everyone’s busi- 
ness is often nobody’s business. "The passage of time dulls the 
edge of sorrow, and a little grave in a country graveyard is 
easily forgotten. That there was the economic possibilty of 
establishing a hospital in a raw new country was something 
less easy to see. It appears to have been the Livelys and Mi 
Tectgen who first saw this possibility. It is absolutely certain 
that the establishment of a hospital, in particular a maternity 
hospital, became no less than a “white passion” for this trio. 








Mrs. Susan Springford remembers that the baby died from 
suffocation. It had turned on its face, and Mrs. Lively found 
it dead. A doctor has stated that, if this occurred, the child 
most likely had pneumonia, and should have been receiving 
special care of a kind possible only in a hospital. 


BABY 0’ MINE 


Why didst thou come to me, Baby o’ mine? 
If not to stay with me, Baby o’ mine? 

Soft, clutching hands I feel 

Stronger than bands of steel 

Left wounds that never heal, Baby 0” mine? 


Why didst thou go away, Baby o’ mine? 
Just called in on your way, Baby o” mine? 
Star dust thou travelled through 

Had filled those eyes of blue 

Say are the legends true, Baby o” mine? 


Tell me is sorrow vain, Baby o’ mine? 

Say is there wasted pain, Baby o’ mine? 
Oh can you tell me why 

Why worlds and children die 

Is there some reason why, Baby o’ mine? 


Why dost not speak to me,.Baby 0’ mine? 
How can I seek for thee, Baby o’ mine? 
Now thou art wiser far 
Than all our wisest are 
Oh, answer from thy star, Baby o’ mine. 


—by Jack Lively 
(From The Palette—by Jack Lively Copyright 1955) 
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Mrs. W. R. Kent was able to fill in details concering the 
event, “Miss Teetgen called at our home at Streamstown to 
arrange with my father for the burial of Mrs. Lively’s baby. 
My father, the Rev. R. Smyth, was the minister at the time. 
He was first Anglican minister at Marwayne-Streamstown, 
The baby’s grave is in the Streamstown cemetery, which is one 
mile east and one half mile south of the corner south of that 
town.” 





Miss Teetgen was to refer to the death of her sister's 
baby many times in the next several years. ‘There is an article 
in the Edmonton Journal for August 19, 1911, which includes 
this statement: “It was over the body of a little dead child 
—her own sister’s child—that she resolved to do something to 
ameliorate the lot of prairie women.” 


Probably the first people to hear of the idea of a hospital 
were the people of the district immediately east and south of 
the Lively homestead, Perhaps it was first publicly voiced 
at Stretton School, at that time the closest school to the Lively 
farm. At any rate Mrs, Lively mentions Charlie Springford, 
“Captain” Ashworth, and the Morgan brothers, Perey and Vin- 
cent, as among the first to give approval, encouragement, and 
support to the idea, 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


A HOSPITAL IS PLANNED 


We do not find reference to the Hospital project again until 
the summer of 1911. At that time so many of the details of 
the plan have been worked out that we know that much hard 
work must have been done in the preceding two years. To Mrs. 
Lively went the task of drawing up the original plans for the 
Hospital; “I planned a wide stairway with ample turning-room 
at the top for stretcher cases.” The other essential features of 
the plan drawn up by Mrs. Lively were later elaborated as to 
drainage and lighting, and blueprinted by James Henderson, 
an Edmonton architect. Mrs. Lively anticipated that there 
would be emergencies, and left a wide upstairs hall so that 
beds could be put in it when necessary. This upstairs hall 
came in very handy in the flu epidemic in 1918, when it was 
filled with beds. We shall hear more about this upper hall 
in another connection. 


The financial details had also to be thought through clearly. 
From the very beginning there was a determination that the 
Hospital was not to be “a money-making affair or a divided- 
earning concern”. Some time in early summer of 1911 Miss 
Teetgen made a trip “to the borders of Alaska—to find out how 
they run the hospitals in the logging and mining camps of B.C. 
It is done on the plan of a ten-dollar subscription, per year, per 
man.” So reported the Edmonton Journal for August 21, 1911. 
The subscriber-“would be entitled to free treatment at the 
hospital for himself and his wife, and possibly for his children 
during the current year of subscription.” This theme runs 
through all the reports that can be found concerning early 
financing of the Hospital. The phrase “run in the interests of 
nobody’s pockets but the patients’ ” appears in the preface of 
her book A White Passion and can be considered as her central 
argument. 


‘There was only one difficulty, and a very important one. 
Miss Teetgen probably spoke in every school-house in the area 
tributary to Islay between the Battle River and the Saskatchewan, 
and knew that she had the moral support of nearly every family. 
She knew that the sale of 300 ten-dollar tickets would ensure 
the Hospital an income of three thousand dollars yearly. On 
paper the scheme had to work. The troubles was that there 
just wasn’t any surplus cash in the country. Many a struggling 
farm family would like to have taken advantage of the plan, 
but the ten dollars couldn’t be found. This may seem incredible 
to us in the 1960’s, but we have been told of a farm family whose 


26 








cash capital during one entire pioneer winter was twenty-five 
cents. Several times during that long winter the couple debated 
earnestly whether certain things were important enough to spend 
the twenty-five cent piece on, and decided against it. Such a 
pioneer couple might be whole-heartedly behind Miss Teetgen’s 
proposal, but couldn’t do much about it. 


There were those who would help whether they had money 
or not, as Tom Lee can testify; “I came to Islay in March, 1906, 
and that fall my wife had to go to the hospital in Edmonton for 
confinement. That almost ruined me as far as funds were 
concerned. When I heard the first rumors of a Hospital at 
Islay I was greatly interested, and am still a strong supporter 
and defender of Islay Hospital.” 


Sometime in the early summer of 1911, discussions had 
reached the point where a Hospital Board had been elected, and 
the Board had formally invited the Victorian Order of Nurses 
to interest themselves in the project. The Edmonton Journal 
for August 19, 1911, points out that “in order to make application 
for assistance out of the Lady Minto fund a certain amount of 
money must be in hand.” 


In this connection it is interesting to learn that in 1905 
the Lloydminster Hospital Committee had made application for 
assistance from this same fund. The Lloydminster Times for 
December 5, 1905 carries an account of a meeting concerning 
the proposed hospital. Rev. R. MacNamara told the meeting 
that “the ‘Lady Minto Hospital Society’ intended putting up 
a building somewhere between Saskatoon and Edmonton, and 
asked why it should not be in Lloydminster”. At that time the 
Lloydminster group had only $360 in hand, and it may have 
been the reason why Dr. Amos, in answering, said he thought 
“the chances of obtaining the aid of the Society very remote.” 


To return to the first Hospital Board, only two published 
references to it have been found. When tenders are called for 
in November, 1911, Mr. Brockenshar is mentioned as Chairman 
of the Board. The Vermilion Standard for June 5, 1912, mentions 
Miss A. B. Teetgen as honorary secretary. As Tom Lee recalls, 
the rest of the Board were as follows: Neil McEachern, Mrs. 
Mooney, Mrs. Waterfield, George Davison, R. A. Wilson, and 
Tom Lee. J. T. Fyfe was secretary. “They all gave their ser- 
vices free as there was no pay nor any mileage.” 


One fact is worthy of mention. The first Board contained 
two women. ‘This was in tune with the democratic spirit of the 
frontier. Tt would be many years before a Privy Council would 
decide that women were “persons” and eligible for appointment 
to the Senate. The people of a pioneer district decided this for 
themselves, and elected two women to the founding Board of 
their Hospital. 
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Miss Teetgen and the Islay Hospital Board had a problem 
to solve in the summer of 1911. They had asked the V.O.N. 
for help; the V.O.N. help was conditional on a certain amount 
of money being raised locally; there was little money to be 
found locally. 


On July 15 a Hospital Fund had been inaugurated before an 
enthusiastic meeting, and nearly $200 was subscribed. 


An excursion train may have suggested an answer to Miss 
‘Teetgen and the Hospital Committee. A number of Edmonton 
businessmen had been making a good-will tour of northern 
Alberta, familiarizing themselves with the prospects for growth 
in the area using Edmonton as wholesale centre. F. 'T. Fraser 
was secretary in charge of arrangements. The train was due 
in Islay about noon, July 19, and was to make a few minutes 
stop. What happened in Islay was recorded in next day's 
Edmonton Journal: “Islay was reached a few minutes after 
noon, and here we were met by the most enterprising party 
we have so far happened on. Mr. Brockenshar, president of 
the local board of trade, met us on the platform, and in a few 
well-chosen words welcomed us to Islay. As an offering of 
welcome he tendered a box of good cigars, which he hoped 
would ‘last us as far as the next town’. Mr. A. C. Fraser 
accepted the gift and thanked him and his fellow townsmen 
for their welcome, and expressed the hope that the town of 
Islay would grow and prosper. It was then that the president 
of the Board of Trade showed his generalship, Presenting three 
ladies to members of our party he sat back’ to watch develop- 
ments, and it was not long before Mrs. Brockenshar and the 
Misses Teetgen made their mission known.” (Note: The reporter 
must have mistaken the identity of the third lady. Mrs. Lively 
has told of a Miss Fageant who often accompanied Miss 
Teetgen on speaking tours.) 


“For some time it has been felt that an hospital was 
necessary to Islay, and these ladies have given much of their 
time and services to the raising of the needed funds, The town 
authorities have kindly provided the site, and funds are still 
needed in order to complete the amount necessary to build the 
hospital. Owing to the shortness of the time at Islay, it was 
impossible to hear all that the ladies had to say, and they were 
accordingly asked to join our party till such a time as we could 
make connections with the morning train from Edmonton that 
was due to meet us at the next siding.” 


Help Town’s Hospital 


_ “Accordingly the ladies and Mr. Brockenshar boarded the 
train and before long had succeeded in reducing the sum needed 
by a further fifty-five dollars that was cheerfully subscribed 
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by the members of the excursion. After having thanked us 
and received our best wishes for the accomplishment of their 
desires in the matter of completing the sum, they left the 
train.” 


We have no record of how Mr. Brockenshar and the three 
ladies got back to Islay! 


The Hospital Committee were active again a few days 
later when the Islay Sports Day was held on July 25th. The 
Journal reported that “The Hospital Committee by subscription 
and sale of tags realized just under $100 during the afternoon, 
and a very successful dance at night brought $30 more towards 
the same purpose.” 


Mrs. T. Torrance (nee Threadgold) remembers Miss Teetgen 
putting a band around her arm and putting her to work collect- 
ing for the fund. 


We have no clues as to what happened in the next several 
weeks. No doubt there was great activity somewhere. At 
any rate we can pick up Miss Teetgen’s trail in. Edmonton 
again in mid-August. The Alberta Medical Association Con- 
vention was held in the week beginning August 14. One of 
the buildings used was “the old high school building on College 
Avenue”—to quote from the Journal—near where the Public 
Library is now located. The “separate school”—probably St. 
Joseph's on 108 Street, was also the scene of some meetings, 
The topics were of interest to Miss Teetgen. Dr. Stewart, of 
Camrose, spoke on “Provincial Grants to Hospitals”. Dr. Me- 
Phedran, of the University of Toronto, also spoke, as did Dr. 
Christopher Graham, a member of the staff of the Mayo 
Clinic. ‘This convention and another medical convention held 
in the summer of 1912 are telescoped into one in the chapter 
of A White Passion entitled “The Authorities That Be”, The 
interested reader may wish to compare the topics mentioned 
above with those alluded to in the chapter mentioned. However, 
more of this at a more appropriate point. 


By Saturday, August 19, 1911, Miss Teetgen’s efforts had 
come to the attention of the Edmonton Journal, which reported 
in its column, “Of Interest to Women”; “Miss Teetgen, of 
Islay is in town soliciting subscriptions for the erection of a 
small hospital in her town. There is no doctor nearer than 
Kitscoty, and no district nurse.” “There is but one woman 
in the vicinity who is a fully qualified nurse, but there are 
many women, all of whom are keenly interested in the experi- 
ment.” 








The same day reference was made to Miss Teetgen under 
“Fair Notes”, but in a slightly different vein; “A noticeable 
figure at the fair was Miss Teetgen, a young English gir 
from Islay, who, it will be remembered, ‘held up’ the busi- 
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ness men’s excursion train at that point and demanded dona- 
tions—not at the point of a bayonet but at the point of a most 
disarming smile—for her hospital schemes. She is six feet 
two, very slender and very blonde, and wears a flowing veil 
of green and white. 


These particulars are given for purposes of identification. 


She does her work well, and no man escapes her eagle 
eye. The little fellows try to hide behind the bigger men 
or women’s hats. But there is no escape. ‘Tommy’ Whitelaw 
was one of the first victims in the grandstand yesterday, and 
there were others too numerous to mention. 


This lady of the flowing veil happened to be standing 
near a group of men in the enclosure near the racetrack. One 
of the bettors, little dreaming of danger, boasted in a loud 
voice that he had just won three pools. 


‘Pardon Me,’ said the lady very politely, stepping forward 
in a slightly intrusive manner, ‘but would you mind giving that 
to my hospital?” 

Without a murmur (outwardly, that is) the collection 
was handed over. 


‘Never again’, sighed he—atterwards.” 

The article quoted above makes mention of the flowing 
green and white veil. Reports from Monday, August 21, 1911, 
speak of her simply as “Green Veil”, a nickname which was 
to be used again in 1912 news reports. A long article pub- 
lished on that date gives complete coverage of the Islay 
Hospital project. 

Many items of interest to us are included. For example: 
“She wants $1,500, or at most $2,000, of which $700 have been 
collected within a’ month.” Again, “a friend of the project 
has volunteered to dig the 75 foot well! We must get the 
foundation dug before the frost sets in, or it is goodbye to 
all our hopes for another year.” Evidently Miss Teetgen 
approached those in charge at the fair grounds, for we find 
this: “Green Veil came to Edmonton a week ago to collect 
at the fair—if everybody at the fair would have given her 
five cents, her little hospital would have been built and endowed 
five times over—but it was not allowed, and her only alternative 
was to walk up and down the street, in and out of offices, and 
round and round the hotel rotundas with her collection box.” 

She moved in other circles too; “Everybody from his honor 
the Licutenant-Governor and Premier Sifton (who have 
helped her, not only with generous donations, but even more 
with thorough approval of the work and appreciation of her 
scheme, as also have the daughters of the city), has been most 
kind, most courteous, and most encouraging. One charming old 


* Most likely one of the well-drilling partnership of Fredericks and Peterson. 
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gentleman, whom the Green Veil met by chance on the sidewalk, 
gave her $30 then and there, and she would have kissed him 
for it on the spot, but for fear of scandalizing the length and 
breadth of Jasper Avenue.” 


A Kiss for a Furnace 


“Green Veil would kiss anybody who would give her a 
furnace, a heater, a bath tub or a half dozen beds. Messrs. 
Sommerville, the Hudson’s Bay Company, Campbell Company, 
Blowey Henry Company, Mr. Gorman of Gorman, Clancey and 
Grindley, the manager of the Capitol Theatre, etc., have all 
promised her subscriptions in kind, but she hardly hopes they 
will run to such gifts as these. She is not allowed to say 
how good the C.N.R. is going to be in the cause of Islay 
Hospital.” 


The significance of the hospital effort was not overlooked; 
“If the experiment we are trying at Islay on these lines should 
prove a success, it might, as I said before, serve as a working 
model for hospitals in the outlying districts all over the province.” 


The articles close with this message: “Watch out then, 
please, and give Green Veil that $300, everyone as much as 
his good western heart may prompt, and the Green Veil promises 
not to come back until she has something to show for Edmonton’s 
money and Edmonton’s charity, and only wants the wherewithal 
to finish the work in which Edmonton has helped so royally.” 


This long article appears over the name of Elizabeth 
Walmsley. 


With the close of the Edmonton Exhibition in mid-August 
the only large concentrations of people near at hand would 
be the western militia camps. It has been impossible to deter- 
how many of these camps Miss Teetgen visited, but 
it is certain that she visited at least one, and with considerable 
success. An advertisement placed in The Legionary for February, 
1962, brought the following letter: 


“I see by the Lost Trails column in the February Legionary 
you are asking if anyone recalls a lady appealing for an hospital 
fund at Camp Sewell. I was doing my first soldiering there 
in 1911 with the 98th Infantry Regiment Canadian Militia, 
Col. D. C, MacKenzie Commanding Officer. I recall the Colonel 
one day introducing a lady who made an appeal for funds 
for an hospital somewhere in the West. From what I remember 
of her talk it was going to be an hospital something on lines 
of the Red Cross Hospitals we have in Northern Ontario, ‘Out- 
post Hospitals’ they are called. 

After dismissal our officer came around with a subscription 
list, and, as I remember, the response was very good. Hoping 
this bit of information will be of some use to you, I remain, 
W. D. MacMillan.” 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


ON THE HILL WEST OF THE TOWN 


If the donation of money towards a project is equivalent 
to the purchase of shares in it, the still unbuilt Islay Hospital 
had shareholders throughout the length and breadth of western 
Canada by the end of August, 1911. Some time in the fall of 
1911 this wide base of ownership was broadened still further by 
the participation of the Victorian Order of Nurses. Evidently 
the amount of money raised “locally” was satisfactory, from the 
point of view of the V.O.N., for the long-awaited grant came 
through in due course, and the Hospital was signed over to the 
Order. When completed it would be the Islay Lady Minto 
Cottage Hospital, the name “Lady Minto” referring to the 
Honorary President of the V.O.N, from 1899-1905, under whose 
auspices the Cottage Hospital idea was developed. Further 
grants would come through at intervals, but construction could 
begin with the receipt of the first. 


The October 25, 1911, issue of the Vermilion Standard 
carried a notice that tenders would be received “by the chair- 
man of the Islay Hospital Board for the stone work on the 
Islay Hospital, up until Wednesday evening November 1, 1911. 
Work to commence on November 6, and to be completed by 
November 11, 1911.” Plans and specifications could be seen 
at the office of the chairman of the board, and at the office 
of C. V. Caesar, Vermilion. Three months before Mr. Brocken- 
shar had introduced three ladies to a group of businessmen and 
“sat back to watch developments”. Now the plans could be 
seen at his office! They were getting the foundation done 
“before the frost sets in”. Ernie Moore got the contract for 
the cellar and the stone foundation. 





‘The Vermilion Standard for November 1 printed the call 
for tenders for the erection of a hospital building. Plans and 
specifications could be seen at Henderson's office in Edmonton 
and at D. H. Moore's office in Islay as well as at the offices 
mentioned in the first notice. Construction must have begun 
almost immediately, as the Standard for December 13, 1911, 
says in part: “The Hospital building is well under way, the 
walls being up and the roof on. Standing on the hill west of 
the town, it adds greatly to the appearance of Islay.” This 
must surely be the first mention of the Hospital as an accom- 
plished fact, and the first printed use of the now well-known 
phrase “on the hill”, with reference to the Hospital. The news 
item which contains’ the statement tells of a banquet, sponsored 
by Islay Board of Trade, in honor of Mrs. Lively and Miss 
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‘Teetgen, who were about to depart for England. Mrs. Brocken- 
shar, Mrs. A. Gilchrist, and Mrs. J. T. Fyfe were the committee 
in charge. Mr. Brockenshar acted as master of ceremonies, and 
a cheque was presented to Miss Teetgen “that she might get 
with it something that would be a little souvenir of the place 
and her strenuous summer's campaign here”. Miss Teetgen 
thanked the people of Islay, and a short musical programme 
followed, Miss Teetgen and Mrs. Lively contributing two patriotic 
songs by the Canadian song writer Mrs. Lemon. A dance 
concluded the evening’s entertainment. 





Fred Guptil was awarded the contract for the framework 
of the Hospital, Jim Carey remembers working for Guptil 
through most of the winter of 1911 and 1912. Chapter Ten of 
A White Passion describes the new building’s construction as 
follows: “At the beginning, in December, a few uprights 
sketched out a new object on the skyline, and it was odd, from 
the look of those first few joints and beams, and of the rough 
dug cellar underneath them, how small a building it promised 
to be. But later when the walls were finished and the roof 
laid on and the plasterers had all their work cut out to keep 
the fires going and the plaster soft, the clear ample rooms 
looked immense.” 


In the meantime Miss Teetgen was not idle in England. The 
story can be pieced together from accounts in the Vermilion 
Standard, the Edmonton Journal, and the book “A White Pas- 
sion”. Donations from London sources swelled the amount raised 
“locally” to around $3,000. One English lady gave sixteen pairs 
of pillow cases, and another contributed the salary of a nurse 
for three years. On the return trip a Toronto gentleman gave 
a cheque to pay for the fitting up of the operating “theatre”, 
and there is a persistent legend that the large desk that was 
-in the upper hall for many years was donated by a Montreal 
person. The June 5th, 1912, issue of the Vermilion Standard 
saluted Islay editorially. “Ten months ago there was nothing 
of it (the Hospital), today there is a neat little building equipped 
throughout and with nurses and a Doctor in charge.”—“All 
honor to Miss Teetgen. Well done, Islay!” 


A few days later the nurse in charge opened a new register 
and recorded the name of the first maternity patient, Mrs. 
George Wilson. Next day she recorded the arrival of the first 
baby born in the Hospital, “Baby Wilson”. He would be named 
Lorne Minto Wilson in honor of Lady Minto and her Islay Cottage 
Hospital. The doctor in charge was Dr. Howson. 


Here we come upon one of those mysteries that so tantaliz 
historians and make them realize how great their limitations 
are. Mrs. Wilson was the first maternity case, and Lorne Minto 
Wilson the first baby. Of this there is no doubt. Local tradition 
agrees with the evidence in the neatly-kept register. But was 


33 






















































Mrs. Wilson the first patient? And who was the first nurse? 
Local tradition is not at all unanimous on these points, and it 
appears that the complete story will likely never be told, although 
glimpses of it can be caught from the accounts of several people, 
and from oblique allusions in A White Passion, 


Mrs. Lively tells the story this way: “Bessie (Miss Teetgen) 
contracted smallpox after addressing a carful of immigrants, and 
naturally I went to look after her. The Hospital was just 
finished at that time, but was without a nursing staff. One 
private ward was ready but there was only the housekeeper 
and her “chore boy” husband to look after the place. The great 
thing, of course, was to prevent the news leaking out or goodbye 
to everything, our hopes and those of prospective cases—for the 
Hospital was meant primarily for maternity cases. The doctor 
forbade all visitors, and one day when the minister called to see 
my sister, the housekeeper, opening the front door to him, said, 
“Tt isn’t any good you calling, she’s sick, and I ain’t going to 
tell no lies, she’s got the measles!” That tickled us all, for my 
husband knew the truth too. A maternity case was’ booked, 
and due, before my sister was really well enough to be moved, 
but we hustled her out to the farm. My husband turned our 
outdoor dairy into a room for her, and I went back to the Hospital 
to help Dr. Howson with the first patient, whose confinement 
was fortunately delayed.” 


Evidently Miss Teetgen was herself the first patient, by a 
set of cireumstances which are entirely understandable.” Mrs. 
Ulva MacFadyen tells of seeing Miss Teetgen, green veil flowing 
behind, striding across to the railway station to canvass immi- 
grant trains for funds. Mrs. Douglas Thorley (nee Sadie Con- 
non) remembers that Miss Teetgen sometimes dressed in white, 
as a nurse, when she did this canvassing. It is understandable 
that she could catch smallpox from one of these trains, and just 
as understandable that she would be put in the still empty Hos- 
pital for care. 


Understandable, that is, to a layman unfamiliar with the 
standards agreed upon by medical authorities 





Why the secrecy? Public fear of smallpox has to be taken 
into account, as well as probable censure on the part of the 
Vietorian Order of Nurses. 


If Miss Teetgen was the first patient, Mrs. Lively was the 
first nurse, but neither fact is to be found in the Hospital's 
register! 


Ask most people who the first matron was and the answer 
comes, “Miss Dorway.” Ask who the first nurse was and the 
answer comes, “Miss Murray”. But it appears very probable 
that another nurse deserves a place in our narrative. She came 
alone, at a most inopportunte time, and as a representative of 
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Mary Ard Mackenzie, Chief Superintendent of the V.O.N. She, 
as a representative of the Order, did not approve of smallpox 
patients in maternity hospitals, and made this clear to all con- 
cerned. It also appears that she was on hand to help Dr. Howson 
deliver Mrs. Wilson's baby. She was Miss Pringle, whom Mrs. D. 
Houston remembers becoming a close friend of her mother, Mrs. 
Mooney, then a member of the Hospital Board. Mrs. ‘J.T. 
Fyfe remembers Miss Pringle too, and is most emphatic that 
Miss Pringle was at the Hospital before Miss Dorway and Miss 
Murray. Correspondence with the V.O.N. has revealed that 
they have no record of Miss Pringle. However, correspondence 
also reveals that all records pertaining to the Cottage Hospitals 
have been destroyed, as the V.O.N. is no longer operating them. 
Accordingly, we feel duty bound to mention Miss Pringle as our 
informants on the subject have proved reliable in so many other 
cases. 


Miss Teetgen, in her book, has dealt with the difficulties 
in getting and keeping staff in 1912. Evidently several sets 
of housekeeping staff came and went, as there was a shortage 
of help in western Canada at the time. Mrs. Douglas Thorley 
(nee Sadie Connon) has written to say: “I worked in the 
Hospital the summer of 1912, as did Miss Teetgen.” Mrs. Thor- 
ley recalls that Miss Teetgen sent her a layette for her baby 
daughter born in Islay Hospital in June, 1913. Mrs. Chas. 
Springford recalls that Miss Teetgen met her at a farmers’ 
picnic in the summer of 1912 and persuaded her and Mr. Spring- 
ford to come and help out until they could get permanent helj 
“I was at Islay Hospital,” Mrs. Springford writes, “while Miss 
‘Teetgen was in Edmonton collecting money at the Fair for Islay 
Hospital”. Mr. Springford “was a contractor at that time so 
he did quite a bit of work on the Hospital. I think I was there 
six weeks”. Miss Teetgen was in Edmonton in August of 1912, 
30 we know that the Springfords were on the Hospital staff 
in that month, There were five patients, two nurses, husband, 
the little daughter, four years, and myself. The doctor implored 
me to stay”, concludes Mrs. Springford, Matron Dorway and 
Nurse Murray had evidently arrived by them. Mr. Albert Cleve- 
land worked at the Hospital for a time after Mrs. Cleveland 
was admitted as a patient on September 7, 1912. Mrs. Joe Ure 
tells that her father built the dumb-waiter and many small 
items of furniture, including patients’ bedside tables, receiving 
his board in return for this work. This arrangement was suit- 
able for all concerned, tiding the Hospital over a difficult time, 
and allowing Mr. Cleveland to be near his wife. 














Bill Bellchambers remembers working with a telephone crew 
in the summer of 1912, installing the telephone system. The 
boss was Alex McLeod. McLeod invited the nurses down to look 
at their camp. A new hospital, and now telephone services. 
Improvements were coming thick and fast! 


35. 








Mrs. Eleanor Farley (nee Kennedy) tells about’ selling vege- 
tables and wild fruit to the Hospital. “We carried it six miles 
from the homestead as we didn’t have any horses at the time.” 


Have we lost sight of our story in our preoccupation with 
the details of the Hospital’s opening? Islay Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital was open in the summer of 1912, making it possible 
for a doctor to give his patients the best care possible outside 
of a major city. In the area east of Edmonton, Daysland, 
Vegreville, Lloydminster and Lashburn were the only centres 
to have hospitals then, although Lamont’s hospital would open 
in September of the same year. The list of patients’ addresses 
shown in the Hospital's register tells the story eloquently. Fort 
Pitt, Blackfoot, Frog Lake, Vermilion, Cold Lake, Pleasant Valley, 
‘Tring, Earlie, Landonville, Vanesti, Ethelwyn, Willow Creek, 
Riverton, Lea Park—these names give an indication of the dis- 
tances travelled by patients to come to hospital in the two years 
after 1912, 
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CHAPTER SIX 
THE SECOND SUMMER CAMPAIGN 


The Hospital was open, but not finished. There was no 
plumbing, and the heating was inadequate. One large heater just 
inside the downstairs hall and another at the end of the upstairs 
hall provided the heat, with, of course, a kitchen stove in the 
Kitchen, There was no fire escape, and the front porch called 
for by the plans had yet to be built. Miss Teetgen reasoned 
that it would be easier to keep hospital staff if these items 
were provided. But there was no money to pay for them. 
Money would have to be found somewhere. 


Once again August found her in Edmonton. This time she 
could say that the Hospital was functioning, but needed to be 
finished. The argument seems to have been very persuasive, 
judging from the results obtained. And once again events 
were on her side. This time the Canadian Medical Association 
was meeting in Edmonton, sessions starting on August 7. Dr. 
Whitelaw is mentioned as a member of the committee in charge. 
Dr. G. H. W. Ryan and Dr. T. G. Head-Patrick represented 
Vermilion. 


Edna Kells’ column “A Number of Things” gave Miss Teet- 
gen plenty of space in which to give the Hospital's progress, 
but the name “Green Veil” is used throughout. Now the request 
is that 500 men will step forward and contribute two dollars 
each; “The Green Veil is as grateful for quarters as for dollars. 
Five cents count.” Premier Sifton headed the subscription list 
-with fifty dollars. Evidently Sifton was regarding the project 
with considerable interest. More about this in its proper place. 


The Monday, August 12, 1912, issue of the Journal carried 
what amounts to the first official inspection report that we have 
concerning the Hospital. It was published in the form of a 
letter to the editor. 





A Worthy Appeal 


“Editor The Journal—Sir: I noticed in the last night’s issue 
of the Journal a letter over the pseudonym of the Green Veil 
appealing for $1,000 for Islay Hospital. 


I visited this building last month for the purpose of making 
an official inspection, and I have pleasure in stating that the 
Hospital is well built, and when completed will be admirably 
adapted for the purpose for which it is intended. It is situated 
in a well-populated district: but the settlers are poor. The need 
for such an institution at Islay is very great. 
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The provincial government gives a yearly grant for hospitals 
that reach a certain standard of efficiency, and that have shown 
their raison d'etre by admitting and treating patients, the amount 
of the grant depending on the number of patients treated in 
He posal: but the government does not build or equip hos- 
pitals. 


I do not know Green Veil except officially, and I am not 
interested in Islay Hospital. I have not been asked to write 
in support of the Green Veil’s appeal but I think it would be 
deplorable if the scheme were to fall through for the want of 
$1,000, after the herculean efforts that have been made to build 
the Hospital, and I venture to ask for space in your paper in 
the hope that this letter may influence two or three who are 
undecided whether or not Islay Hospital is worthy of their 
charitable assistance. 


I understand that donations will be received and acknowl- 
edged by the secretary of the Hospital at Islay. 
Yours Truly, 
V. EB. Barrow, Provincial Medical 
Inspector of Health, Edmonton, 
August 10, 1912.” 


The direction in which official thinking was moving—or 
being urged to move—may be seen in certain statements in the 
same day’s accounts of Miss Teetgen’s activities. First the meet- 
ings of the U.F.A. “in the scattered prairie schoolhouses” are 
mentioned. “Little knots of earnest-minded men gather... . 
to thresh out the meaning and application of the acts of the 
legislatures. The Green Veil has seen them at it in a haze 
of smoke, trimming the solitary lamp from time to time that 
threatened to-go out and leave them in the double darkness 
of night and parliamentary phraseology”. Municipal business 
is being discussed: “In that neighborhood again the people 
have just formed a new municipality under the rural munici- 
cipalities act, upon the attitude of which towards this prairie 
hospital will depend its whole future, Alberta legislators know 
how much of electoral education must precede the effectiveness 
of such an act.” 








“The Green Veil cannot expect the newly formed muni- 
cipality of Streamstown and the new councillors of it to take 
upon themselves the responsibility of the maintenance of this 
little hospital at Islay unless she can urge it upon them by 
handing it over solvent and finished.” 


‘The Municipality of Streamstown was just being formed— 
Vermilion Valley would be formed in 1913 and Grizzly Bear 
in 1914—but Green Veil was already looking forward to muni- 
cipal assumption of responsibility for hospital services. Years 
would pass and a great war would be fought before the idea 
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would receive expression in the Municipal Hospitals Act. No 
doubt Miss Teetgen had the Lloydminster experiment in the 
back of her mind—we have been told that had any one challenged 
the legality of the municipal arrangement working there it 
might have been found “ultra vires” by the courts—and she was 
using her influence in circles where it would be most effective. 


A few days later, August 15, 1912, Journal readers heard 
of Green Veil again. ' Dr. MacKid “found a moment for her” 
at the Canadian Medical Association Convention. “Mr. Sturm, 
whose interesting lecture on hospital planning had the previous 
afternoon delighted everybody, also contributed to Islay and 
received the assurance that the little hospital there combined 
all the perfections and eliminated all the defects of all other 
hospitals. The “Green Veil” hopes Mr. Henderson will accept 
the compliment.” The Journal published a list of those who 
contributed on this occasion. 


Dr. MacKid $10.00 Dr, Evatt 1.00 
Mr. Sturm 1.00 Dr. Lehman 1.00 
‘Anonymous 1.00 = Mr. B. D. Funz 5.00 
Dr. MeLean 2.00 Mrs. Hughes 2.00 
Dr. Stewart 1.00 Anonymous se 10.00 
Dr. Castleman 2.00 Dr. Plamer 1.00 
Dr. Hardisty 1.00 Dr. Shanks 2.00 
Dr. Finley 2.00 Dr. Batman 5.00 
Winnipeg 

Dr. Collins 1.00 Dr. Harrington 1.00 
Anonymous 1.00 Dr. Pierie 10.00 
Dr. R. A. Reeve 5.00 Dr, ‘Kennedy 5.00 
‘A. W. Ponton 1.00 TR. Ross 1.00 
Dr, Mickerman 2.00 

Winnipeg 

Dr. Mader 1.00 Dr. Elder 1.00 
Dr, Hamman 1.00 Dr. Roberts 1.00 
A Friend 2:00 Mrs. 'T. Porter 2.00 


‘This list is one of very few references we have to donors 
to Islay Hospital, and serves to illustrate the broad base of 
support that Miss Teetgen managed to build for the Hospital. 


Perhaps some of these donors had read Jack Lively’s poem 
that had appeared in the Journal a few days before and saw their 
chance to answer: 


Can’t you hear the women calling 
To you in their need? 

Don’t you know that tears a-falling 

Are rebellion’s seed? 

Don’t you know their hearts are breaking? 
Don’t you know the system’s shaking 

And the world of woman’s waking 

Halt and heed! 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
A WHITE PASSION 


The last newspaper reference we have been able to find 
concerning Miss Teetgen’s 1912 campaign is dated August 15, 
1912. A White Passion is dated December, 1912. A careful 
reading and comparison with the news items from which we 
have been quoting will reveal that certain events included in 
the book did not occur until the August, 1912, campaign in 
Edmonton. Hence we can be sure that in the fall of 1912 Miss 
Teetgen took pen in hand and prepared the manuscript of A White 
Passion. She seems to have considered it as a way to raise more 
money from English sources. It was not intended for sale in 
Canada, and appears to have had circulation almost entirely in 
England. Inquiries sent to second-hand bookstores in Canada 
and the United States have failed to produce a single copy 
of it, as have advertisements in newspapers. A number of 
copies sent to Canadian friends by Miss Teetgen have been 
destroyed in fires. Four copies are known to exist today. The 
committee were lucky enough to have the use of two of them, 
thanks to Mr. A, Hollington of Islay, and Mrs. Farley of Victoria, 
B.C. The other two copies are in the Medical Library of the 
University of Alberta and the British Museum in London. 








By the time this appears in print many Canadians will 
have had a chance to judge the literary merits of the book, as 
it is expected to appear serially in The Western Producer. 


Whatever else may be said about the book, it proved abso- 
lutely priceless as a source of historical information. The chap- 
ters on the visit of “Dr. Liston” to Edmonton are, for example, 
a faithful account of two visits to that city by Miss Teetgen. 
The chapter concerning “Dr. Liston’s” visit to an army camp 
called “Emsdale” is an account of Miss Teetgen’s visit to Camp 
Sewell in Manitoba to solicit funds. In this regard we must 
record excerpts from an interesting letter received from a man 
who “‘soldiered” at Sewell in the period before World War I. 
In her preface to A White Passion Miss Teetgen makes reference 
to the difficulties met with in bringing militiamen up to “regu- 
lar” standard in a few days annual training. Jack Farquhar 
of Langham, Saskatchewan, has written as follows: “I remember 
taking the Blue army, consisting of Infantry, Kilties and artillery 
out north of Sewell in the sand hills for a big manouver, then 
going back to camp and taking the white army consisting 
of Cavalry south in the swamps. ‘The White army was supposed 
to strike north early the next morning. But the Battle did not 
materialize. Early the next morning the Kilties began to 
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arrive in the camp in droves. I forgot all about the hills around 
Sewell being covered with poison ivy. What it did to those 
Kilties was awful. Their legs were all swollen and raw from 
scratching . . . I was called to report to Major Vaux, and he 
asked me to show him what poison ivy looked like, Well, we 
just went north over the railway tracks and I showed him the 
plant, just three leaves on the top of a stem. He asked me what 
we put on to relieve the pain, and I told him baking soda was 
all we had. I also told him poison ivy was at its worst in the 
early morning when the dew was on the plant. Who knows, 
maybe I am the one that enabled the Kilties to wear pants 
after that! When we got back to camp word had come in that 
the cavalry had got lost in the swamps. What a chore it was 
tracking them down, Early next morning I located them away 
southeast in the Sand Hills.” 


If militiamen were having experiences like this when Miss 
Teetgen visited there it is small wonder that the response to 
the Hospital appeal was good! 


Islay is called “Finlay” in the book, and reference is made 
to “Trenchminster” in the east, and “Mooseberry” to the west. 
“Hanover” Hotel in “Mooseberry” is probably a_thinly-veiled 
reference to the Brunswick Hotel in Vermilion. “Louise Lake” 
is undoubtedly one of the several lakes in the Greenlawn district 
that have been used for picnic sites, water level and suitability 
of trails being deciding factors. “The Coulee” is most likely 
Bridstow Coulee, and “Gopher Creek” may be identified as 
Deer Creek. The valley of the Vermilion, though not named, 
is easily recognized by her descriptions of it. 





Most nurses who have worked at Islay Hospital will remem- 
ber this scene mentioned on the last page of the book; “Sandra 
‘was standing by the staircase window irradiated by the level 
beams of the western sun, as it sank between two purple hills 
like a ball of gold at the bottom of a chalice”. Where can we 
find a more attractive simile in reference to our own Twin 

‘ills ? 


Listen to some of the phrases in description of Islay at 
the time; “A big square hotel which displayed at night the only 
street lamp of which the hamlet could boast, stood at the corner 
facing the railway line, and glaring across it at the hump- 
shouldered elevator. Five or six little wooden cottages with a 
preference for white or red or green paint . .. beyond them 
a squat little Church of brown-stained shingles, the school- 
house and a farm or two formed the northern fringe of the 
village. The big machine shed around which there was always 
a litter of gaily painted new wheels, and wagon-boxes of the 
familiar Bain type. . . boasted an upper storey which served 
as a sort of public hail whenever there was a dance, a concert, 
or a bit of speechifying to be done . . .” 
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And surely this view is familiar to all who have travelled 
in this part of Alberta; “Bndless, illimitable panoramas of rolling 
steppes, ranges of mild blue hills, tracts of bush land, and folds 
in the prairie amounting to deep gullies, in places three or four 
miles in winding length, gave a beauty to the country as diversi- 
fied as its indescribable atmospheric effects.” 


Certain people can be identified fairly reliably. About others 
there is dispute. Miss Teetgen states in the preface that Alma 
Norway is the only “confessed” thumb-nail sketch of them all. 
She refers to Matron Dorway. Most pioneers agree that “Mrs. 
Maloney” was in real life Mrs. Hennessy, to whom reference has 
already been made. “Mr. and Mrs. Aldersey” are the Anglican 
minister and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. Edwards. Father Goutier 
is known as “Pere Joinville.” The “postmaster” and his “pretty 
little wife” are Mr. and Mrs. J.T. Fyfe. “Mr. and Mrs. More- 
land” can be identified as Mr. and Mrs. Albert Cleveland, “whose 
name belonging to another man had ranked among the crowned 
heads of the world.” Pioneers have stated that reference is 
made to Mr. and Mrs, Wyndham Gould, although by another name. 
“Jerry, the educator” is thought to be Charlie Springford. 


About one person there can be absolutely no doubt. Miss 
Teetgen refers to a “Mooseberry lawyer who had given Liston 
advice now and again on a legal point or two with regard to 
getting the Hospital incorporated.” This was Mr. J. W. G. 
Morrison, about whom we shall hear more in the next chapter. 





To go a bit further afield, Edmonton readers may recognize 
“Namayo Avenue” as the old name for 97th Street. Reference 
is made to the old Hudson’s Bay Co. Fort Edmonton just below 
the Legislative Building, and to the old Parliament Buildings, 
which. were still housing most of the government departments, 
Premier Sifton is given the name “Silcox”, and “Miss Tennant” 
may be either Elizabeth Walmsley or Edna Kells. Lieutenant 
Governor Bulyea is given the name of “Warren”, and Minister 
af Agriculture Hon, Duncan Marshall is known as “Craig”. The 
most helpful architect “Mr, Harrison” is, of course, James 
Henderson, and when he recommends contacting “your own 
Member” about giving notice of a private bill he is referring 
to Mr. A. Bramley-Moore, member for Alexandra who was later 
killed in action with the Canadian Expeditionary Force in France. 


In later years Miss Teetgen would write another book about 
Islay, once again calling it “Finlay”. She wrote under the 
pseudonym of “Captain Harcourt,” and the title of the book is 
Bob Quested’s Troop. We are indebted to Mrs. G. J. Lively for 
the chance to study a copy of the book. The first elevator and a 
number of business places are recognizable, but the Hospital is 
not mentioned. 








CHAPTER EIGHT 


THE LADY MINTO ACT 


February of 1913 was an important month for the Hospital 
and its founders. The strenuous campaigns of previous years 
had seen the Hospital committees and Miss Tectgen working 
alone and, if one reads correctly between the lines, not always 
absolutely sure that what they were doing was deserving of 
success. But the work had gone on; the Hospital was function- 
ing, and people were coming from far and near to make use 
of its still incomplete facilities. Now a trio of vigorous young 
men would stand up to express themselves on the Hospital’s 
behalf, and the Legislature of the young province would place 
the majesty of the law behind the work of the “Green Veil” 
and the struggling committees. 


The February 12, 1913, issue of the Vermilion Standard 
records that “J. W. G. Morrison, barrister, was in Edmonton 
this week in connection with the bill to incorporate the Lady 
Minto Hospital at Islay. Mr. Morrison is solicitor for the 
applicants and appeared before the committee on private bills 


in connection with this matter.” 


Next to appear for the bill was Mr. A. Bramley-Moore, 
member of the Legislature for Alexandra constituency. The 
Edmonton Journal for February 14, 1918, told that he “came 
forward with the Islay Hospital bill. It is to incorporate at 
that place the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital.” 


Nothing is heard of the bill for nearly two weeks, but when 
it is again mentioned Premier Sifton himself is taking personal 
charge of it. The Edmonton Journal for February 27, 1918, 
contains a most unusual account of the event, unusual because 
the reporter who prepared the account was clearly well acquainted 
with the “Lady of the Green Veil” who had worked so hard 
on the Hospital’s behalf. The headline reads, “‘Lady of the 
Green Veil’ Bill Chaperoned by the Premier”. Is it Elizabeth 
Walmsley or Edna Kells writing, we wonder. The article is 
unsigned, so we can never know. 


Whoever the reporter is he knows many details of the 
Hospital campaign, and can write about “that mysterious young 
woman, who was reported last summer to have ‘held up’ the 
Edmonton business men on their annual excursion, and who 
always wore a green veil.” 


“As a matter of fact”, the article continues, “she did not 
appear in person on the arm of the premier in the legislative 
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chamber last night. She was there in a species of legislative 
proxy embodied in a bill to incorporate the Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital at Islay. Premier Sifton himself chaperoned this 
act as it stood the gaze of inspection of the ruthless legislators 
who looked upon this debutante. The premier had to be gallant, 
and help this lady-like act across the legislative stepping-stones, 
for geography seems to tell that Islay is in the Vermilion 
constituency, which is the riding the premier represents in the 
legislature.” 

Here the reporter is wrong in some of his facts. Islay 
was not in the Vermilion constituency, but in Alexandra. In- 
formation from the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly has assured 
us on that point. But the reporter was right in pointing 
out the unusual fact that the premier had spoken for the bill 
in the legislature himself. Sifton had shown a great deal of 
interest in the Hospital project; had contributed to it himself, 
and allowed this fact to be known in order to encourage others 
to do likewise, He could have allowed the member for Alexandra, 
Mr. Bramley-Moore, to speak for the bill. The fact that he did 
not was noted by the reporter, who properly reported the 
significance of it. 

Once again we must record a legend which cannot, at this 
point, be proven true or false. The legend is that: the municipal 
hospitals scheme was suggested by Miss Teetgen, considered 
by Mr. Sifton and passed on to his cabinet, finally to be 
thoroughly thought out and carefully drafted by A. G. Mackay, 
who literally made the scheme “his own” in the way it was 
adapted to the municipal facts of life in Alberta. 

Perhaps some day a diary will be published, or memoirs 
will be made public, and the point will be settled, For the 
present, we must record the coincidence that of the first four 
municipal hospitals no fewer than three are in Vermilion and 
Alexandra constituencies. 


Following is the text of the Act: 
1918 
CHAPTER 59 
AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE LADY MINTO HOSPITAL 
AT ISLAY 
(Assented to March 25, 1913) 

Whereas the persons hereinafter named have petitioned 
for an Act constituting them a body politic and corporate with 
the powers and for the purposes hereinafter set forth; 

And whereas it is expedient to grant the prayer of the said 
petition ; 

Therefore His Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta, enacts 
as follows: 
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1, Alexander Gilchrist, Harold A. Edwards, Christopher 
Howson, William B. Cairns, Neil McEachern, Sydney Hollings- 
worth, George Davison, and Lillie Gilchrist, and such other per- 
son or persons as may from time to time become members of 
the corporation to be incorporated, shall be and are hereby con- 
stituted a body politic and corporate under the name of the 
“Lady Minto Hospital at Islay.” 


2. The said corporation shall have perpetual succession 
and a common seal, and by such name may from time to time 
and at all times purchase, receive, accept, build, hold, possess 
and enjoy, mortgage, sell, dispose of and convey, any land, 
tenement, hereditament and real and moveable property and 
estate within the Province of Alberta, together with such grant, 
devise, gift and bequest as may be made from time to time and 
received from the Government of the Dominion of Canada, the 
Province of Alberta, the Village of Islay and any corporation, 
organization, person or persons, whatsoever for the sole use and 
benefit of such hospital: 


Provided always, that the actual value of such real estate 
so held as aforesaid does not at any one time exceed the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars. 


3. The affairs of the said corporation shall be managed 
by a board of directors consisting of eight members with power 
to add to their numbers, of whom five shall constitute a quorum; 
and the said Alexander Gilchrist, Harold A. Edwards, Christo- 
pher Howson, William B. Cairns, Neil McBachern, Sydney Hol- 
lingsworth, George Davison and Lillie Gilchrist shall constitute 
the first board of directors and shall continue to hold office and 
act as such until their successors are appointed as hereinafter 
provided. 

4, At the annual meeting in 1913 the four directors first 
mentioned shall retire from office and four directors shall be 
elected to succeed them; at the annual meeting held in 1914, 
the second four directors shall retire and four directors shall be 
elected to succeed them; all elections shall be by ballot. 

The directors elected at the annual meeting in 1918 and 
at any annual meeting thereafter shall hold office for two 
years and until their suecessors are appointed. 


5. The annual meeting of the said corporation shall be 
held on the second Monday of June in each year at an hour 
and place to be named by the said directors and notice in 
writing thereof shall be given by the secretary and shall be 
published in the newspaper published nearest the said Town 
‘of Islay at least two issues previous to date of such meeting. 


6. If such annual meeting shall from any cause be not 
held on the day hereinbefore appointed, it shall be lawful for the 
Board of Directors then in office to decide upon another day 
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for the holding of the general annual meeting which day shall 
be within two months after the time when the same should have 
been held, and such meeting shall be called as provided in 
section 5 hereof. 


7. In the event of a director dying or resigning his office 
before the expiration of his term his successor shall be appointed 
by the Board of Directors to fill the vacancy until the next 
annual meeting following and at such meeting a director shall 
be elected for the unexpired term of any such director. 

8. Retiring directors shall be eligible for re-election. 

9. The board of directors shall every year at their first 
meeting after election appoint a secretary and treasurer, or a 
secretary-treasurer; and shall at such meeting appoint from 
among themselves ‘a president and vice-president, and in the 
event of any vacancy occurring in such office the said board 
shall have power to fill such vacancy. 

10. The board of directors shall have power to meet from 
time to time for the transaction of any business connected 
with the said corporation; and in the absence of the president 
or the vice-president, who shall be chairman, any director 
present may be chosen as chairman for that meeting; in the 
absence of the secretary any director present may be chosen 
to act as secretary for such meeting. 

11. The board of directors shall have power to make by-laws, 
rules and regulations not being contrary to law or to the pro- 
visions of this act, and power to amend or repeal from time to 
time the same for all purposes relating to and bearing upon 
the well-being and interests of the said corporation. 

12, All annual subscribers who shall have paid such sum 
as may be fixed by the by-laws of the said board of directors 
and whose names shall appear in a book kept for that purpose 
shall be members of the said corporation and shall have the 
right to take part in the annual meeting of the corporation. 

13. At the annual meeting a report shall be submitted by the 
directors showing the condition of affairs of the said corporation, 
including the treasurer’s report, the secretary's report, the 
auditor’s report and abstract and all other matters bearing on 
the interests of the said corporation and also a list showing 
the names of the members. 

14, An auditor shall be appointed at the annual meeting 
whose duty it shall be to examine and report upon all accounts 
affecting the corporation of relating to any matter under its 
control or within its jurisdiction for the current year and shall 
submit the same to the directors on or before the next annual 
meeting. 

15. The board of directors shall have the power of appoint- 
ment, disposition or removal of any person bearing office or 
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position in the said corporation, and generally, for the internal 
management and government of the same. 


16. A donation of one hundred dollars or upwards shall 
entitle the donor to life membership in the said corporation. 

17. No member of the said corporation shall be individually 
liable or accountable for the debts, contracts or securities of the 
said corporation. 


18. The said corporation may exercise any industry that 
may help to maintain the said hospital and may bargain and 
sell the products of the same, provided they conform to the 
laws of the province. 


19. Until the passing and adoption of by-laws or until other- 
wise directed by by-law, the present existing officers of the 
said corporation shall be the officers of the same and the present 
existing rules and regulations shall mutatis mutandis be, the 
rules and regulations of the said corporation until repealed, 
amended or changed by by-law. 


20. The directors shall (if requested by the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council and provided they are in receipt of public 
funds of the province) keep in the said hospital at such time 
and for such periods as may be determined by the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council, an adequate supply of vaccine for the fol- 
lowing purpose: 

(a) For the vaccination by a qualified person attached to 
said hospital at the expense of the same of all poor 
persons; and (at their own expense) of all other persons 
who may attend at such hospital for that purpose dur- 
ing one day in every week; the fee to be charged for 
such vaccination not in any’ case to exceed seventy-five 
cents; and to be used and applied for the benefit of the 
said hospital. 

21. It shall be the duty of the said corporation in each year 
to transmit to the Lieutenant-Governor for the information of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Alberta such returns 
as the Lieutenant-Governor may from time to time direct. 

22, The said corporation shall, in its management, be always 
nondenominational. 

28. The directors of the said corporation shall have power 
to borrow money upon the security of the property of the said 
corporation either by mortgage, debentures or otherwise as they 
may deem expedient and necessary. 

24, The head office of the said corporation shall be at Islay 
in the Province of Alberta. 

25, Nothing herein contained shall affect the rights of 
His Majesty, His Heirs, or Successors or any other person or 
any body politic or corporate. 

26. This Act may be cited as the “Lady Minto Hospital Act.” 
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CHAPTER NINE 
HOLDING ITS OWN 


“The little hospital at Islay is holding its own. It is a 
difficult problem to raise the necessary funds for maintenance”. 
These two sentences from the 1918 report of the Chief Superin- 
tendent of the V.O.N. sum up Board problems throughout the 
history of the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital. 


There were other problems too. George MacFadyen remem- 
pers that one spring Sunday morning in 1913 a prairie fire 
threatened the Hospital and village from the north-west. Every- 
one, including Rev. Mann, the Presbyterian minister, and the 
Sunday School class, was called out to help. Back-fires were 
set and beaten out between the three sloughs, all full from 
spring run-off, that lie just north and west of the village. The 
fire burned up to the sloughs and burnt area and went out. 
Quick thinking and willing hands had saved the Hospital and 
village from certain destruction, 


The Islay Dominion Day celebrations closed with a dance 
in the evening in aid of Islay Hospital. A Hospital booth 
did a “flourishing business”. The July 2 issue of the Vermilion 
Standard contained this notice: “Miss Dorway, Superintendent 
of Islay Hospital, wishes to express her thanks to all who 
donated milk, cream, cakes and labor to make the Hospital 
undertaking a success on Dominion Day. Also the Hayward 
Lumber Co. for the loan of lumber and generally all who con- 
tributed to the success of the day’s undertakings”. 


‘The Hospital was in the news again in the July 9 issue 
when the report of the first annual meeting held in the school- 
house, June 14, was published. “The financial report showed 
expenditures of over $5,000.00 for the building and equipping 
of the building and over $5,000.00 for maintenance from date 
of opening of nearly one year”. 


“During the year 114 patients had been treated in the 
hospital as follows: 25 maternity cases, 23 surgical, 1 typhoid, 
42 medical, 23 babies and 2 still-born infants. These represented 
1,389 hospital days or 12 1/10 days per patient”. 


“During the year the Alberta Legislature passed an act 
incorporating the Lady Minto Cottage Hospital, and the first 
Board of Governors for the newly incorporated hospital were 
elected as follows: Thos. Lee of Lea Park; R. A. Wilson, Dew- 
berry; L. C. Elderkin, Tring; Rev. C. Barnes, Pleasant Valley; 
N. McEachern, G. Davison, Mrs. J. C. Mooney, Miss L. Gilchrist 
and S. Yeoman of Islay.” 
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“The first meeting of the new Board was held in the Hos- 
pital on July 1. N. McEachern was elected Chairman, S. Yeoman, 
‘Vice-Chairman, and Dr. C. Howson, Secretary-Treasurer. As the 
sale of hospital insurance tickets last year had been a successful 
venture it was decided to sell tickets again this year as follows: 
$10 for an individual and $15 for a family ticket. Conditions 
ga application to C. Howson, M.D., Secretary-Treasurer, Islay, 

Iberta”. 


‘Two accidents in the fall of 1913 brought the Hospital into 
the news again. The September 3 issue of the Standard tells 
of a serious construction accident east of Islay in which Charles 
Carroll, Jack Bristow, and a man named Charlton were badly 
burned, Carroll fatally. 


A court would later award Jack Bristow $1750.00 damages 
in a case involving the C.N.R. “The company have paid all 
doctor’s bills and hospital and nurses’ fees.” 


In October, the Rev. J. E. Tyner, of the Church of Christ, 
Vermilion, shot himself through the foot in a gunning accident 
near Islay. A later issue records his discharge from Lady Minto 
Hospital, Islay. 


Other Vermilion patients using the Hospital in October were 
George Law and T. Wilson. 


Such accidents caused Vermilion people to give serious atten- 
tion to the establishing of a hospital in Vermilion. 


The May 21, 1914, issue of the Standard announced that the 
Vermilion Private Hospital on the corner of Laurier Ave., and 
Second St. North would receive patients after June 1, with special 
attention to maternity and surgical cases. Nurses E, M. Boyd 
and F. E. Young appeared on the Empire Day Hospital Float, 
complete with a patient in ward—‘though the smiles the little 
patient cast upon the people from the cot showed her con- 
valescent”. 


Another dance in aid of Islay Hospital was mentioned in 
the Vermilion Standard in July, 1914. 


Hospitals were very definitely in the news! 













CHAPTER TEN 


THE WAR — AND TROUBLE 


Islay made the acquaintance of a new doctor early in 1914, 
when Dr. Frank Gray came to take Dr. Howson’s place. Dr. 
Howson had decided to take five months post-graduate work 
in surgery under Professor John McGrath of the New York 
Post Graduate Hospital. 


There were staff changes too. Miss Kervin was the new 
matron. Mrs. Florence Smith was there a short time, followed 
by another Florence, Miss Florence Mayson. Mrs. Stone vividly 
remembers her arrival in Islay. The train arrived late at 
night. The light on the hill was almost the only light showing. 
Miss Kervin met her at the station and walked with her through 
the dark stillness. Somewhere a coyote howled. 


“What's that?” “A coyote’ “What are coyotes?” 
“Prairie wolves. They won't come near us though. We're in 
town”. 


Next morning she stepped to the hall window overlooking 
Islay. Miss Kervin noticed her standing there and came over 
to her. 

“I thought you said we were in town”. 

“We are. Most of our prairie towns are not large yet”. 

“{ don’t mean that. What are all those sentry boxes out 
behind the houses?” 

There were plenty of things for an English nurse to learn 
concerning life'in Western Canada! 


The months that followed were busy, happy times. True, 
there was no plumbing and water had to be carried and left 
standing in pails. Sanitary arrangements weren’t to all they 
could be, and it seemed that the janitor fought an unending, 
sometimes losing, battle with the stoves. But there were com- 
pensations too. 


The upstairs needed a large cupboard to store things. Money 
was always in short supply, so it was decided to hold a box social 
to raise the money. Miss Muriel Stone remembers that on 
one occasion planks were laid on nailkegs in what is now the 
men’s ward, and a group of district young people had a social 
while raising money to buy something for the Hospital. 


A project to build a tennis court took a lot of time and 
caused a lot of fun but was never finished. 
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Mr, George Davison, Secretary of Back row, left to right: Miss Mary 

Lody Minto Hospital, 1914, Only Peacock, Mr. 

known general view of Lady Minto 

Hospital. (Note absence of fire Front row, left to right, Mr. Jack 
escape) Holland, Miss. Kervin 











Loft to right: Miss Mayson, Mr. Davison, Miss Peacock, Dr. Gray, 
‘Miss Kervin, Matron, 1914, 
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George Davison, a butcher in Islay, acted as secretary in 
1914, and came regularly to do the secretarial work. One of 
the occasions was a lovely warm summer evening. As the sun 
was setting towards the Twin Hills someone suggested a picture. 
All the staff, Miss Kervin, Miss Mayson, Miss Peacock and Jack 
Holland camé out and gathered around the wood-pile to the west 
of the Hospital. Secretary Davison and Dr. Frank Gray 
alternately helped in the picture-taking and joined the group, 








Left to right: Miss Mayson, Miss Peacock, Mi 
(Matron), 1914. ‘also shows hospital entrance 
before the addition of the porch). 























thus giving us the earliest known picture of a Hospital staff, 
as well as the earliest known view of the west end of the 
Hospital. 


The pictures show us a happy group of young people taking 
a moment’s relaxation on an evening in June. All is at peace. 
But when Dr, Howson inserts his advertisement in September 
issues of the Standard the world is at war. Suddenly the news- 
papers are mentioning Red Cross drives, war loan campaigns, 
the enlistment of local men, and casualty lists from the action 
at the front. A district that had needed help to start its 
Hospital just’ could not afford to maintain that Hospital while 
diverting large sums of money to the war effort. Very soon we 
read of a special meeting of the Board of Governors on January 
21, 1915: “The reports for the past year were submitted and 
passed. ‘The Matron, Miss Kervin, reported that ninety-eight 
patients had passed through the hospital during the year. The 
patients had all been very satisfactorily and successfully treated 
and on leaving the hospital had expressed themselves as very 
pleased with their treatment and with the comforts of the 
hospital, The Governors were satisfied with the efficient way 
in which the house had been conducted and with the able way 
in which the patients had been handled by the matron and the 
nurse. They were sure that if the Hospital with its complete 
equipment and efficient staff were better known it would be 
more fully taken advantage of and also receive a much larger 
share of public support. The Governors had considered the 
matter of municipal support and to this end agreed to send depu- 
tations to the various municipalities in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of the Hospital. 


The Board of Governors for the ensuing year are as follows: 
Rev. Thomas Millar Revie, chairman; Mrs. James C. Mooney, 
Mrs. W. Waterfield, Rev. C. Barnes, Messrs. Sydney Yeoman, 
= A. Wilson, R. J. Webster, Thos. Lee, J. T. Fyfe, secretary- 
reasurer,”” 





The Hospital deserves “a much larger share of public sup- 
port”. “Municipal support” is being considered. “Deputations” 
are being sent. Reading between the lines one senses trouble. 
‘And there is trouble. Tom Lee has told about it: “The only 
trouble was lack of funds, for in those days there simply was 
no money in the country. There were no taxes coming in and 
only the government grant per day per patient, plus the little 
the patients could or did pay. The main stay of the Board was 
the V.O.N. grant. At one time we were so low we went to the bank 
to borrow money. They refused to loan only on the Board’s 
security but loaned us money on our own joint and several notes 
signed by all the board as their own personal note. In three 
months when the note came due there was no money to pay 
it so we had to renew it on the same terms. When it came 
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due again there was a grant from the V.O.N. at the same time, 
so we paid the note and the Hospital shut down.” 


Tom Lee remembers that Mrs. Waterfield was afraid Mr. 
Waterfield would find out that she had signed, but was deter- 
mined to stand with the rest of the Board members. We can 
rae her relief when the long-awaited grant arrived from 

e V.O.N. 


se ok 


“Our Hospital doors are always open to those needing its 
caze.” 

In July, 1914, the Livelys, most likely accompanied by Miss 
Teegen, left Islay. They eventually settled in Andover, New 
Hampshire. 


Jack Lively died June 4th, 1961, at the age of 84 years. 
At the time of this writing Mrs, Lively lives with her daughter 
in Salsbury, New Hampshire. She maintains a keen interest in 
the Hospital and has, on a number of occasions, donated money 
to buy books for the Hospital library. She has suggested the 
message printed above as a Hospital motto. 











Miss Teetgen returned to England, where she worked as a 
pharmacist, and wrote a number of books; Mrs. Lively has 
said “more than 30”. In a letter written not long before her 
death in January, 1957, Miss Teetgen concluded, “T wish it and 
all connected with it the best of success”. 








CHAPTER ELEVEN 
CLOSED! 
Wedding Bells 


The doors of the Hospital opened again in April of 1915, 
but not to admit patients. This time a nurse was a bride-to-be, 
and the upstairs hall that had seen Miss Mayson caring for 
the sick was to see her become the bride of Mr. Roy Stone. 
She would care for the sick again in the great flu epidemic 
of 1918, and still again in the newly-opened Municipal Hospital in 
1920. But this April day all thoughts of sickness and emergency 
were banished as a happy group of people witnessed the “tying 
of the knot” by Rev. Barnes, Anglican minister from Pleasant 
Valley, and member of the Lady Minto Hospital Board. The 
Rev. Revie, another Board member, was also in attendance. 
After the wedding someone suggested a picture and the group 
moved out to the south of the Hospital, just below the windows 
of the men’s ward. Chairs were brought for the bride and 
groom and several snaps were taken, Doctor Howson was 
having trouble with his camera, and the one picture that we 
have from the other camera is too faded to be reproduced here. 

The Hospital had known many moments of joy when new 
citizens arrived, There had been times of sadness when death 
had paid a call. Now the Hospital had played a role unusual 
for hospitals, and another close link with the lives of its people 
had been forged. “It had seen its first wedding! 





In 1916 people were beginning to wonder how long. the 
war would last and the newspapers were full of the war effort, 
casualty lists, and the special efforts made by local people to 
provide comforts for their men in uniform. George Davison’s 
death in action was reported in March, 1916. He thus became 
the first Board member to be killed in action. 

The Hospital was opened again in 1916 for a brief time. 
Dr. Howson, assisted by Miss Dorway and Dr. Scott from Ver 
milion, is known to have performed at least one operation. 
Mrs. Fyfe remembers being a patient at the time. Otherwise 
very little is known about this opening. Dr. Howson enlisted 
not long afterwards, in April of 1916, and the Hospital’s doors 
were closed again. 

The year 1917 saw almost complete preoccupation with the 
war on the part of the Allied peoples, and there was little time 
for local projects. On April 16 the United States declared war 
on Germany. During May the Battle of Arras was fought, and 
“Vimy Ridge” became a household word in Canadian homes, The 
fall of the year saw Russia out of the war and in the throes 
of revolution. Canadian troops took part in the Battle of 
Ypres, and Passchendacle was added to the list of Canadian 
battle’ honors. At home in Canada conscription was the chief 
topic of conversation. = 



















































CHAPTER TWELVE 


THE FLU 


‘The same war which closed the Hospital would open it again. 
The ‘flu’ epidemic is mentioned by nearly every pioneer inter- 
viewed about local hostory. Encyclopaedia Britannica ranks it 
with the plague of Justinian and the Black Death as one of the 
severest outbreaks of disease ever encountered by mankind. More 
than 20,000,000 persons died of influenza and more than 50 times 
as many were sick. In India 4% of the total population were 
killed by influenza in the fall of 1918. A high “three-day 
fever” was its outstanding characteristic, followed by long weak- 
ness and near exhaustion in adults. 


Western Canada had a little time to prepare against the 
‘flu’ as news reports told of its spread from Europe to the east 
coast and then inland. 


Mrs. Roy Stone remembers that their threshing was just 
finished when Jack Fyfe and Neil McEachern came to ask her 
if she would act as Matron of Islay Hospital during the ‘flu’ 
epidemic. Some of the local ladies had done a thorough job 
of housecleaning, and two patients had already been brought in 
when she arrived. 


Mrs. Stone thinks that the initiative for the opening had 
come from the provincial government; that government officials 
phoned municipal authorities, urging that the Hospital be opened, 
and probably promising provincial aid*. 





Eventually the rooms and halls were all full, Mrs. Stone 
thinks that the greatest number of patients at one time was 
between 24 and 30. People loaned cots for the emergency. 
There was no doctor at Islay, and Dr. Knoll could only come 
from Vermilion for emergency cases. 


Mrs. Stone would work at the Hospital in the morning, go 
to country points in the afternoon, and to village patients at 
night. The chief difficulty was getting help, for no sooner did 
someone come to help than she became a patient herself. Mrs. 
Threadgold was in charge of the kitchen, while Lizzie Gilchrist 
and Rachel Taggart helped work with the patients. Rev. Cornet 
often relieved on night duty, making it possible for the staff 
to get much-needed rest. 





Ulva MacFadyen was a patient, as was Hugh Carey, who 
insisted on wearing his fur hat when nurses weren't looking. 


+ Here we again meet Mr. A. G. Mackay, Minister of Municipalities, Health and 
Vital Statistics, appointed in Sept., 1918. 
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‘The entire McEachern family were under Mrs. Stone's care, 
Catherine at home and the others in the Hospital. There were 
hay-camps in the district baling hay, and many of these men 
were brought in with the ‘flu’. A Dutchman constantly com- 
plained of the “throat-ache” and was always wanting his clothes 
brought to him. Mrs. Stone remembers his sweater, which he 
fastened with a nail. Some of the patients played a game with 
the nurses, opening a window wide the moment the nurse was 
out of sight. The nurse on returning, would put it down to 
what was considered safe. When she left someone would open 
it again. Many of the men wanted to sleep with their caps on. 





Six long weary weeks passed without a death from the ‘flu’. 
‘Then Mr. A. R. Young became sick with it, and was taken to 
the Hospital where he died shortly after. ‘The notice of his 
death, November 28, 1918, is the only published reference to the 
1918 opening of the Hospital we have been able to find. Mr. 
Young was the last patient admitted, and Mrs, Stone states 
that the ‘flu’ simply aggravated the condition which really 
caused his death. 


In early December the Hospital closed again, but the legis- 
lative wheels which would re-open it as a municipal hospital 
had already been turning for some time. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
NOTICE TO RATEPAYERS 


—’And if in the course of time this thing gets taken up by 
the various Rural Municipalities to the north, south, and east 
of here, our difficulties will be solved”. (A. B. Teetgen’s 
A White Passion, Page 324). 

The Vermilion Standard for May 7, 1919, carried a notice 
entitled “Islay Municipal Hospital—Notice to Ratepayers”. This 
notice is the only published material the committee were able 
to find concerning the transfer of the Islay Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital to Municipal authority. We cannot do better than 
reproduce the notice for study by the reader. 


“In accordance with the terms of the Municipal Hospitals 
Act petitions were received on September 17, 1918, by the 
er of Health at Edmonton, asking for the creation of a 
a ‘ipal Hospital District including the territory described 

yelow”. 


“Complying with these petitions, the Minister of Health 
established the Municipal Hospital District on September 18, 
1918. Following the establishment of the District, the Municipal 
councils in the district, in accordance with the terms of the 
Act duly appointed a Hospital Board to prepare a scheme for 
the operating of a hospital in the said territory. 


The Hospital Board met and prepared the scheme outlined 
below. This scheme is now under the direction of the Minister 
of Health to be advertised throughout the said District for a 
period of fourteen days, following which, providing all other 
conditions have been complied with, the scheme will be finally 
approved and a date fixed not exceeding thirty days from the 
date of such approval, upon which the Ratepayers of the said 
District will be called upon to vote for the adoption or rejection 
of the said scheme. The territory included in the Hospital Dis- 
trict is as follows: 


Municipal District No. 452. 


All of townships 46, 47, 48 and 49 in Range 4, west of the 
4th Meridian, lying north of the Battle River. The east half 
of Townships 47, 48 and 49 in Range 5, west of the 4th Meridian, 
lying north of Battle River. 








Municipal District No. 482. 
All of townships 50, 51 and 52 in Range 4, west of the 4th 
Meridian, and the east half of Townships 50, 51 and 52, in Range 
5, West of the 4th. 
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Municipal District No. 512. 


All of townships 53, 54, 55 and 56 in Range 4 west of the 4th, 
lying south of the Saskatchewan River. The east half of Town- 
ships 53, 54, 55, and 56 in Range 5, West of the 4th, lying 
south of the Saskatchewan River. 


Village of Islay. 


The Hospital scheme submitted by the Board upon which 
the Ratepayers will be asked to vote, is as follows: 


1. To accept from the Board of the Lady Minto Hospital 
the land, Hospital building and equipment, free from all encum- 
brances, subject to the approval of the Minister, and to furnish 
and further equip the same as a Municipal Hospital. 


2. To supplement the revenue derived through taxation by 
a schedule of fees as under: 


Bona Fide Ratepayers and members of his or her family, 
$1.00 per hospital day. Resident non-ratepayers, upon the pay- 
ment of the sum of $5.00 within one month of the date of the 
opening of the hospital and on or before the first day of 
February in each subsequent year, shall be entitled to the same 
rate per hospital day and such other privileges as are extended 
to Ratepayers. Non-ratepayers, other than those covered by 
the said Agreement, $2.50 per hospital day. Operating room 
charges $2.00 for minor and $5.00 for major operations. 


3. To create a debenture indebtedness of $8,000.00 for the 
purpose of installing a hot water heating system, electric light 
plant, septic tank, and improvements to the building and equip- 
ment. Ten year debentures, interest 7%. 


4. To repay the said debenture indebtedness by payment 
of equal annual installments of principal and interest, or equal 
payment of principal with accrued interest. 























Estimated Revenue: 


Fees from patients : $2,000.00 
From non-ratepayers under agreement 500.00 
Government grants ide 500.00 
Operating room fees 150,00 
Assessment revenue 6,830.84 


$9,980.84 
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Estimated Expenditure: 
Capital account, debenture 


Principal $ 800.00 
Interest " 560.00 
Maintenance: 
Nurses $2,100.00 
Assistants "600.00 
Laundress : 400.00 
Caretaker _ 300.00 
Drugs and dressings 1,000.00 
Fuel and light .... '500.00 
Groceries and provisions ..... 2,500.00 
Postage, printing and secretary’s salary 300.00 
Organization, advertising, sundry expenses 500.00 
Bank Interest 200.00 
Non-collection of taxes 220.84 
$9,980.84 
6. Division of capital and maintenance expenditure: 
Municipal District 512 $2,322.84 
Municipal District 452 1,478.40 
Municipal District 482 2'529.60 
Village of Islay 500.00 
$6,830.84 


The vote was held, as advertised on June 16, 1919. Polling 


places and deputy returning officers were as follows: 





Polling -Place Deputy Returning Officer 





Harry Elliott 





Watson School 





SW 6-49-4 W.4 _John Fortune 
Telephone Office 

Islay (rural vote) Roderick Carey 
Telephone Office 

Islay (village vote) Roderick Carey 
Trimbleville School 

W 4-52-4 WA W. R. Bass 

Dewberry School 

NW 38-58-4 WA Frederick Hardwick 
Ellsworth School 

SE 7-55-4 WA George Wheeler 


J. T. Fyfe—Returning Officer 
60 














CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
A POINT OF PRINCIPLE 


Hidden in the legal phraseology of the “Notice to Rate- 
payers” are several points of special interest, considering what 
we know of Miss Teetgen’s work of eight and nine years before. 
Resident non-ratepayers can buy for $5.00 a contract with the 
hospital, entitling them to the same privileges as are extended 
to ratepayers, an echo of the purchase of “tickets” which entitled 
purchasers to privileges in the Lady Minto Hospital. The shape 
of the Hospital District has always amazed hospital adminis- 
trators by its extreme length and small width, Miss Teetgen 
predicted this in 1912 when she wrote, on Page 207 of A White 
Passion: “There is no reason why because we have a hospital 
here every other little place up and down the line shouldn’t have 
one too. “It drives our area farther north and south than east 
and west, that’s all”, 


The plan as outlined in the Notice left out part of an 
area that had played an active part in the work of the Lady 
Minto Hospital, the Riverton district. As we shall see, this 
was soon to be corrected! 





Finally, note the phrase, “free from all encumbrances”. 
The Islay Municipal Hospital District was to “accept from the 
Board of the Lady Minto Hospital the land, Hospital building 
and equipment free from all encumbrances”. ‘om Lee has 
written, “I remember distinctly the last meeting of the Minto 
Board was at the home of R. A. Wilson on the farm at Dew- 
berry. Mr. Fyfe brought out Mrs. Mooney, Mrs. Waterfield, 
and the form, to get my signature as chairman to a motion 
of the board to turn over the Hospital to the Municipal Board. 
This form should be somewhere”. Tom tells that he opposed 
the plan because of the phrase “free from all encumbrances”. 
The Lady Minto Board owed money at several stores, probably 
Darrah’s and Yeoman and Herridge’s, and he was of the opinion 
that these bills ought to be paid by the Municipal Board. The 
ladies saw Mr. Lee’s point of view and approved of it. Mr. 
Lee said that since the Municipal Board was getting so much 
in the way of assets they should assume the liabilities too. 
Until this was written into the plan he was not going to sign 
it. Mr. Fyfe was undaunted, and urged Mr. Lee to sign, 
reasoning something like this, as Mr. Lee remembers it: “Well, 
Mr. Lee, I understand your objections, and admire your stand 
on a point of principle. But this is a fairly standard type of 
hospital plan going into effect in a number of areas. If we 
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don’t accept this plan but insist upon a change, it will probably 
take months to accomplish it. The delay may do our Hospital 
District and its Hospital a great deal of harm”. Mr. Lee signed 
the form, along with the others, including a recommendation that 
these bills be paid. The last Lady Minto Board had signed itself 
out of existence by its last official act, but the Hospital it had 
managed would lead a new life as a Municipal Hospital. Tom 
Lee would have the last word on this “point of principle”, 
however, as we shall see. 


Mrs. Fyfe suggests that the delay caused by this need to 
get the Lady Minto Board's signatures is probably the reason 
why Islay Hospital District has the number four her than 
the number one, as might have been expected considering the 
Hospital’s early’ establishment. 


The vote was held on June 16, 1919. The result was 549 
for, 37 against, according to Returning Officer J. T. Fyfe. The 
people had sanctioned by ballot a plan that would use some of 
their municipal taxes to maintain a Hospital in their midst. A 
Hospital was to be “run in the interests of nobody's pockets 
but the patients’ ”. 


In a letter written December 6, 1956, Miss Teetgen wrote 
as follows: “When we started the Hospital at Islay we made 
it clear that we could not assume permanent responsibility 
for it. We sort of wished it on the community there and, thank 
God, they have done splendidly in playing their part’. 








Lady Minto Boards: 


1911 Mr. Brockenshar (Chairman), Neil McEachern, Mrs. J. C. 
Mooney, Mrs. W. Waterfield, George Davison, R. A. Wilson, 
Tom Lee. Miss A. B. Teetgen (Honorary Secretary), 
J. T. Fyfe (Secretary). 


1912 Mr. Alexander Gilchrist, Rev. H. A. Edwards, Neil Me- 
Eachern, Sydney Hollingsworth, George Davison, Lillie 
Gilchrist, Dr. C. Howson (Secretary), W. B. ‘Cairns 
(Treasurer). 


1918 Neil McHachern (Chairman), Mrs. J. C. Mooney, Tom Lee, 
R. A. Wilson, L. C. Elderkin, Rev. C. Barnes, G. Davison, 
Miss L, Gilchrist, S. Yeoman, Dr. C. Howson (Sec.-Treas). 








1914 Rev. Thos. Millar Revie (Chairman), Mrs. J. C. Mooney, 
Mrs. W. Waterfield, Rev. C. Barnes, Sydney Yeoman, R. A. 
Wilson, Tom Lee, R. J. Webster. J. T. Fyfe and George 
Davison each acted as secretary for part of the year. 
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1915 Rev. T. M. Revie (Chairman), Mrs. J. C. Moonéy, Mrs. 
W. Waterfield, Rev. C. Barnes, Sydney Yeoman, R. A. 
Wilson, R. J, Webster, Tom Lee, J. T. Fyfe (Secretary). 
There is no record of Boards for 1916, 1917, or 1918. 





1919 Tom Lee (Chairman), R. A. Wilson, Mrs. J. C. Mooney, 
Mrs. W. Waterfield, J. T. Fyfe (Secretary). 


Lady Minto Hospital Statistics 


1912 Total number of patients r 36 
Total hospital days 676 
1918 Total number of patients 114 
Total hospital days 1889 
1914 Total number of patients m1 
Total hospital days 995 


There are no records concerning patients in 1915, 1916 
or 1918. 
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‘A Message From Dr. A. H. Sweet 


In looking back in retrospect of my sojourn in Islay, which 
has been much more prolonged than ever intended, I must 
remark on the great changes which have occurred, both in the 
area itself, the character of the people, and the progress in 
medical ideas as the result of the last war. We have seen 
land which formerly produced little being made into fertile and 
productive farms undreamed of by the pioneers who, home- 
Steaded the land. Farm machinery gets the work done in time 
to escape inclement weather which formerly took the profit out 
of the farmer's work. ‘The cost of these machines seems some- 
how to have been made more reasonable than the homesteader 
in his wildest dreams would have imagined possible. 


‘The improvement in roads makes it no longer neces- 
sary to haul a Ford car out of the mud with a four-horse 
team or leave it stuck. So far as medicine is concerned, 
we no longer need be troubled about reaching our des- 
fination on a call, anywhere within reasonable distance, sum- 
mer or winter, and such trips are now seldom necessary, people 
being more desirous of getting service early rather than late, 
The improved medicines giving much better results than old 
forms of treatment, patients come more readily for aid before 
serious illness has sufficient time to develop. The new drugs no 
longer need to put in long hours of service to control a pneumonia, 
and we can now do in a few minutes in an office treatment that 
Wwe could not achieve by a month of hospitalization. We can see 
no more dramatic results in the treatment of tuberculosis, which 
by the way is-still the white man’s plague, than we now see by 
the empty beds in the various sanatoria throughout the country, 
to the great easing of the financial cost of caring for these 
patients. It is now possible, and much to be preferred certainly, 
Po treat an individual medically in the office before any probable 
active sign of disease appears. It is no longer necessary for 
him to present any definite sign of tuberculosis before treat. 
ment and improvement begin, when proper diagnosis is carried 
out. 

‘These changes of treatment have taken the drudgery out 
of the practise of medicine, and have cut our death rate, 
fengthened life expectancy, and made the care of the individual 
unbelievably easier than was formerly possible. 


A. H. Sweet. 
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‘A Message of Congratulations from 
Mr. N, MacInnes, Second Chairman of the Board of 
Islay Municipal Hospital. 


I can remember the great thrill we had in 
our pioneer days when the first Islay Hospital 
opened its doors. 


Then in 1920 it reopened, the first municipal 
hospital of Vermilion Valley Municipality. 


Our daughter, Norma Jean MacInnes, was 
the first infant born there, February 11, 1920. 


The second baby arrived soon after, belong- 
ing to-a noted officer, Lt. Atkinson, returned 
from the First World War. 


Congratulations to the people who supported 
and maintained a fine institution. 








CHAPTER FIFTEEN 


THE FIRST MUNICIPAL BOARD AT WORK 


The first Board of the Islay Municipal Hospital were not 
long in meeting to make their plans for alterations and improve- 
ments. The vote had been held on June 16, 1919. June 21 
found the men gathered at the Hospital to take the first steps 
in implementing what they had planned earlier. This meeting 
is the first board meeting for which we have record. Ambrose 
Dixon has signed them as chairman, The other members were 
T. Nichols, A. McMillan, and A. C. Wood. 


Mr. Whiston was present to represent the Department. 
Mr. J. T. Fyfe gave the Returning Officer's report, showing an 
overwhelming majority, 549 to 37, in favor of the hospital 
scheme. Mr. Fyfe was then appointed secretary. A. M. Jeffery, 
A.A.A., was appointed architect. By way of guidance the 
Board specified that there be a full basement, with concrete 
walls and concrete floor. Instructions must have been given 
concerning the completion of the front porch, which had been 
part of the Lady Minto plan but never finished. The secretary 
was to write to the various municipal secretaries concerning 
the forwarding of the funds collected for hospital purposes. 
There was a discussion of debentures, and it was decided to 
pass By-Law Number 1 concerning the borrowing of $8,000.00. 
Arrangements were made for the transfer of the premises from 
the Lady Minto Board. The chairman and the secretary were 
given signing powers, and $500 was to be borrowed immediately 
to pay certain outstanding bills. The secretary was to be bonded 
for $1000.00. The first account paid by the Board was the 
Returning Officer's election expenses, amounting to $193.70. The 
second account paid, in the amount of $19.20 was A. H. 
Ronaghan’s for driving the Returning Officer to different points 
in connection with the election. Finally, it was decided to ask 
Mrs. Roy Stone to be Acting Matron when the hospital opened. 


There was another meeting on July 4th, concerning deben- 
tures, and still another on July 19. Correspondence with the 
Lady’ Minto Board was tabled. The decision was taken not 
to disturb the front wall of the basement. A retaining wall 
was to be built instead. A. J. Chilbeck’s tender for general 
work was accepted. Kelly and Kokott were to do the heating 
and plumbing work, and Hillas Blectric would do the electric 
wiring. Finally the Hospital was insured for $12,000.00. 


One can imagine the Board members scanning the skies as 
they adjourned that July day. The summer had been dry; the 
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hay and grain crops were short. Could the community really 
afford this Hospital that they were opening? Would the vote 
on the debentures pass? Perhaps this was the meeting when the 
Board posed, along with Mr, W. Cairns on the old front steps 
of the Hospital. ‘The picture is reproduced thanks to the kindness 
of Mrs. A. C. Wood. 


ae 





THE FIRST MUNICIPAL BOARD, 1919 
Back row, left to right: Mr. T. Nichols, Mr. W. Cai 
‘A, 





1s (not a member), Mr. 








A. Dixon, Mr. A. ©. Wood. 
Front row, left to right: Mr, A, McMillan and Mr. J, T. Fyfe. 


Perhaps the Notice to Ratepayers which appeared in the 
Standard on July 23, 1919, was reassuring. In accordance with 
the Municipal Hospitals Act a petition had been received, and 
there would be a vote to decide whether to add the “west half 
of townships 51, 52, 58 and 54, range 8, and that portion of 
township 55 range 3 south of the Saskatchewan River in Muni- 
cipal District Number 511” to the Hospital District. 


Surely this was a vote of confidence! 


Polls were to be held at the residences of J. H. Steed and 
S. J. Irwin, and at Riverton Post Office with’ Thos. Lee as 
deputy returning officer. 


Some of the earliest supporters of the Lady Minto Cottage 
Hospital were having this opportunity to join the new Islay 
Hospital District. Incidentally, the Lively homestead, left out 
of the original municipal scheme, would now, appropriately, 
be included. 


Debentures and bills were the chief business at the July 
30 meeting, held this time in Mr. Fyfe’s office. 
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MRS. ROY STONE (nce Mayson). Member of Lady Minto 


Staff, 1914-1915; Matron at time of ‘flu opening, 1918; 
First Matron of Municipal Hospital, 1920. 


At the September 6 meeting in the Hospital, Mrs. Stone 
was appointed as Acting Matron, duties to begin when the Hos- 
pital was ready. It was necessary to borrow money again, as 
the municipalities had not paid their requisitions. A. Dixon 
and TT. Nichols were to go to Edmonton concerning the purchase 
of an electric plant for the Hospital. 

Winter had arrived in earnest when the October 16 meeting 
was held in Mr. Fyfe’s office. The famous storm of the 8th 
of October, 1919, had marked the early beginning of what, would 
be one of the severest winters on record in western Canada. 
The Board did not know this at the time, but it is interesting to 
note that they decided to sell the old stoves. A better heating 
system was being installed, and the old stove would no longer 
be necessary. A building was to be built on the west side of 
the Hospital to house the Fairbanks-Morse light plant. 

At another meeting the very next week Mr. A. J. Chilbeck’s 
tender for the construction of the septic tank was accepted. A. B. 
Ruston’s tender for caretaker, cook and laundress was accepted 
at a salary of $75.00 per month, to be raised to $90.00 later. 
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George MacFadyen remembers working for Art Chilbeck 
during the fall and winter of 1919 and 1920. Mrs. W. S. Easton 
remembers boarding some of the men who worked on the project. 


Three meetings in November and December saw the Board 
busy paying bills, and arranging for a renewal of the note at 
the bank, as municipalities still had not paid their requisitions. 
Evidently the alterations were proceeding at a satisfactory pace 
for the December 22 meeting asked Mr. Fyfe to advertise for a 
nurse, 


By this time the winter of 1919-1920 was already nearly 
three months long, and hardship was being experienced through- 
out the district. To begin with good prices during the war 
had encouraged farmers to build up their herds to more than 
usual size. The hay and grain crop had been short, following 
a dry summer, and the early snow in October had found many 
crops of greenfeed still in the stook. The bundles were frozen 
to the ground and covered with snow. Digging them out was 
slow, exhausting, heart-breaking work. To make things worse, 
there was a recurrence of the ‘flu’ epidemic of the year before, 
and whole families became sick at once. Dr. Minorgan has told 
of a drive to an area “80 miles north of Islay in -40° weather 
to see Bob Braithwaite who had double pneumonia, My driver 
on that occasion was Rock Brown, who was a wonderful guide 
and driver”. 


So many people were sick that Doctor Minorgan couldn't 
begin to care for them all and they couldn't all have been 
hospitalized if the Hospital had been ready. Dr. Minorgan 
stopped at one farm where two grown brothers and their elderly 
father lived. The brothers were just recovering from the ‘flu’. 
He examined their hands and feet, and noted how the skin had 
broken away from under the fingernails and toenails. 


“You had enough fever to kill you”, he said. “How did 
you manage to break it?” The old man described how he had 
boiled senna leaves—the usual family remedy was to steep them 
—and gave it to them to drink, This kept the bowels active. 


“Good for you. I couldn’t have prescribed anything better 
if I had tried,” was Dr. Minorgan’s reply. 


‘The Islay Hospital Board met on February 4, 1920, and 
accepted Miss A. J. Innes’ application for the position of nurse. 
A few days after that the Vermilion Standard carried a notice 
to the public that Islay Hospital had opened and was ready 
to receive patients on Monday, February 9. There had been 
trouble getting an operating table; the firm couldn’t supply 
the one ordered, and Dr. Minorgan’ was to order another one. 
Nevertheless the Hospital had opened and was admitting patients. 
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Evidently there were many patients admitted too, as the March 
10, 1920, meeting records that the Board opened the Presby- 
terian manse as an isolation 
hospital. The ‘flu’ epidemic 
was persisting in the same 
way as the long, long winter. 





Miss McIntyre had come to 
take over the duties of Matron 
from Mrs. Stone when the 
Board met in April of 1920. 
She received instructions to 
hire two undergraduate 
nurses. No doubt it had been 
found that a staff of two 
nurses, one for day duty and 
one for night simply was not 
enough. Also, a gasoline- 
heated sterilizer was to be pur- 
chased. 





E, second Matron of The May 20 meeting in- 
jal Hospital, 1920, structed Mr. Fyfe to prepare 
for a ratepayers’ meeting in 
July, as it appeared that the Board would have to borrow money. 
Mr. Fyfe reported to the June meeting that the Department 
had advised against holding such a meeting, so none was held. 
This June 10 meeting was the fifteenth recorded in the 
first minute book. Ambrose Dixon, Tom Nichols, A. McMillan 
and A. C. Wood had taken over the old Lady Minto Hospital, 
made alterations and opened it. Now McMillan had left the 
Board, and N. McInnes had taken his place. Mrs. S. J. Irwin, 
from Streamstown Municipality, had just become the fifth mem- 
ber. In such small ways is history made. At a 1961 Hospital 
Convention delegates would hear an address in which mention 
was made of Mrs. Irwin as the first woman to act on a municipal 
hospital board in Alberta. 


The first complete year of the Municipal Hospital’s existence 
had seen the Board and the District's people severely tested. 
Money had been slow coming through from the municipalities, 
and special arrangements had had to be made to get money to 
carry on. Some returned men declared that the “hard winter” 
had been a worse experience than the war. Indeed, an area 
that usually produced ample feed for its stock population had 
had to have municipal assistance in the importing and distribution 
of feed. The April 28, 1920, Standard records that hay ship- 
ments from other areas had been secured. C. W. Robinson of 
Vermilion and A. E. Ronaghan of Islay were in charge of di 
tribution for Vermilion Valley Municipality. Furthermore, muni- 
cipal money would continue to be slow in coming through to 
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the Board, as cattle prices dropped to a point where farmers 
not only made no profit but took a severe loss on the cattle 
they had wintered at such cost. 





ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL, 1921 


BABY NORMA MacINNES, 9 baby born in Islay 
Municipal Hospital. ‘Photo. 11, 1920, 





It would be years before many farmers recovered from 
the effects of the “hard winter”. We suspect that it will be 
known as the “hard winter” for years to come, too, even though 
it was also the winter the Islay Hospital reopened! 
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MEN'S WARD in Islay Municipal Hospital, 1920. 
McDermid Studio (Courtesy Glenbow Foundation) 








DENTAL ROOM in Islay Municipal Hospital, 1920. 
McDermid Studio (Courtesy Glenbow Foundation) 





SUN PARLOUR in Islay Municipal Hospital, 1920. 
MeDermid Studio (Courtesy Glenbow Foundation) 
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN 


FIRE ON THE NIGHT SHIFT 


There were some anxious moments on a night shift in 
March, 1923. ‘The janitor, Johnny Houle, had got up in the 
early hours of the morning to check fires in the kitchen stove 
and in the furnace in the basement. He had emptied ash 
pans and in doing so had used some cloths that were in the 
cupboard under the “dumb waiter,” or lift, that took trays 
from the kitchen to wards upstairs. A spark must have got 
on one of the cloths and remained on it, unnoticed, when he 
put the cloth back in the cupboard. 


Mrs. Constance Patterson (nee Clack) remembers that 
Dorothy Spencer, now Mrs. Tom Watts, was on night duty at 
the time. When she smelled smoke pouring out of the lift 
upstairs she calmly and quickly closed the ward doors, so as 
not to alarm the patients, and rushed downstairs to notify the 
staff. All came rushing ‘out in night attire to fight the fire. 
Mrs. J. C. Mayers (nee Violet McColeman) vividly remembers 
being called along with Miss Gilchrist (ater Mrs. Lloyd Me- 
Fadden). 





Fire escape ot reor of Islay Municipal Hospital. 
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At first it was difficult to tell where the fire was, so 
water was thrown on it from both the ground floor and’ the 
upstairs, and it was not long before it was extinguished. Of 
course water ran out into the kitchen, and when the fire scare 
was over there was a job cleaning up’ the mess on the floor. 


Mrs. McFadden remembers clearly the number of patients 
there were in at the time as the decision to evacuate them 
if the fire got out of hand would have been her responsibility 
as Matron. There were four new babies, two little girls, a 
little boy, and two ladies. To make matters worse, there was 
no fire escape at that time! But quick action brought success 
and Mrs. McFadden thinks none of the patients ever knew 
of the danger. After the fire was safely out, one of the patients 
said something to Johnny Houle about smelling smoke, Johnny 
replied, “Oh, the train just went through, and you can smell 
the smoke from it.” 


The Board minutes for March 8, 1923, make reference to 
construction of a fire escape, and it was not long afterwards that 
the present fire escape was built. Reading through the minutes 
of Board meetings through the years since then, we find frequent 
mention of fire drills, visits by fire inspectors, and suggested 
precautions against fire. 



















CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 


“A REAL FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE” 


Our chapter title is taken from a letter written by a lady 
who worked at Islay Hospital when Miss Nellie Gilchrist (now 
Mrs. Lloyd McFadden) was Matron, Mrs. Constance Patterson 
(nee Clack) of Mayerthorpe, has summed up nicely what several 
people have written of Miss Gilchrist’s service there. Indeed, 
from letters and interviews we have got the impression of a 
staff who liked their Matron, liked each other, and worked 
together well. Mrs. J.C. Mayers (nee McColeman) has written, 
“The months spent there were pleasant, the staff congenial, and 
the people friendly and co-operative”. 


There were problems and crises as usual. The lighting 
plant was causing trouble, and is mentioned frequently in the 
Board minutes for these years. Archie Chambers has told us 
of being a patient at this time. The plant made a lot of noise 
when it was working, although it seemed to find many excuses 
for not working. The harrassed Board tried different models, 
but with little luck. They bought power from E. H. Moore. 
Later they bought power from the Islay Electric Light Co. Once 
a general meeting of ratepayers was called to discuss the matter. 
We have no record of how or when the problem was satis- 
factorily solved. 


The fire of March, 1923, has been dealt with in a chapter 
of its own. 


Nurses at that time were: Miss Ernestine Mattern (later 
Mrs. F. B. Watt), Miss McColeman (Mrs. J. C. Mayers), Miss 
Corestine, Miss Spencer (Mrs. Tom Watts), Miss Barbara Baron, 
Miss Thelma Kerr. The housekeeping staff included: Miss Con 
stance Clack (Mrs. Patterson), Lena Smith, Lucy Hannon, Mrs. 
Minard, Miss Newcombe, Miss Gur, Mrs. Harry Brown, John 
Houle, Mr. Kulon and Mr. Lingham. 


Mrs. McFadden recalls that in those days the nurses were 
responsible for the mending. One night three babies came, 
and there was already one in the nursery. It was necessary to 


get busy and make a new baby’s shirt, as there were only three 
on hand! 


One time a caesarian operation kept all available nursing 
cat busy, and they had to call on the cook to receive the 
by. 
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Mrs. McFadden remembers that the entire Bob Braithwaite 
family—Bob, his wife, and two children—were hospitalized 
with the flu. 


Each time she would take the new Mercier baby to his 
mother, Mrs. Raymond Mercier, Mrs. McFadden would remark, 
“Here's John”, or “John is in a good humor today”, or My, 
John’s growing!” When the time came for Mrs. Mercier to go 
home, Mrs. McFadden asked, “What are you going to name 
him?” Mrs. Mercier replied, “You should know, Miss Gilchrist, 
you named him!” 


Miss Ernestine Mattern was on night duty when Gwen 
Torrance was born. There was a concert on in the hall that 
night, and everybody was there, even the Doctor. There was 
nobody to send, and too many things to be done soon, so Miss 
Mattern simply carried on alone. 


One fall day a little boy was brought in with a ruptured 
appendix. He cried and cried, and did not want to stay, as he 
remembered that it was the same Hospital his mother had 
passed away in. His dad told him that Miss Clack (Mrs. Pat- 
terson) was here and would come to see him regularly. In the 
evenings staff members would go up and read to him and play 
games. The boy was a patient a long time. He spent Christ- 
mas in the Hospital, where Santa came as usual, and left gifts 
in the stocking and under the tree. When it came time for him 
to go, he did not want to leave. Islay Hospital had completely 
won him over! 


Mrs. McFadden follows with interest the careers of the 
babies born while she was at Islay Hospital, and speaks of them 
as “my babies.” 


Several bad accidents pointed out the need for instruction 
in first aid, Mrs, McFadden and Miss Drummond gave first 
aid classes in Islay in response to this need. One member of 
these early classes was later to become present Matron of Islay 
Hospital, Mrs. R. Bell (nee Hilda Shaw). 


Surely Florence Nightingale could ask no more than that 
“the lamp” be passed on in this way! 











CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 


SIX BOARD MEMBERS 


It is sometimes fashionable in certain circles to make fun 
of the democratic process and to ridicule those who take part 
in it. “The process is too slow”, these people say, “and the 
People don’t possess the detailed knowledge to govern them- 
selves”. 


One cannot read the minutes of the Islay Hospital Board 
without developing a deep respect for the democratic process 
as it has worked in the forty-two years since 1920, and for 
those who have made it work. 


About thirty-seven citizens of the Islay Hospital District 
have served on the Islay Hospital Board, some for one term 
only, some for many years. 


“Ladies first” is the usual rule, so we shall mention Mrs. 
S. J. Inwin first. Mrs. Irwin was elected to the Board in 1920 
to represent Streamstown Municipality. When she was elected 
some doubt was still being expressed in the province as to 
whether women were “persons” and entitled to serve on such 
public bodies as hospital boards, although the right to vote 
in federal elections had been granted in 1917. In 1921, Mr. 
Justice Scott of the Alberta Supreme Court ruled that, in his 
opinion, women definitely were persons. The members of the 
Islay Hospital Board must have smiled then as Mrs. Irwin had 
proven the point by her contributions to Board work. The 
minutes of the Board show, for example, that Mrs. Irwin insisted 
that ratepayers get financial statements covering Hospital affairs, 
Public money was being used and a public accounting must be 
made for it. This policy has been followed throughout the 
years. Mrs. Irwin's proposal concerning a “nurses’ home” will 
be dealt with in another chapter. 


Reference has already been made in another chapter to 
Tom Lee's “point of principle”. Mr. Lee had insisted that the 
Board of the Municipal Hospital should assume the debts of 
the Lady Minto Board as well as its assets. He was elected to 
the Board in 1922, thus becoming one of two persons to work 
with both the Lady Minto Board and the Municipal Board. He 
brought up the Lady Minto store bills not long after his election, 
By May 10, 1923, discussion of Lady Minto accounts had reached 
the point where the Secretary, Mr. Beecroft, was instructed to 
ask the Attorney-General for an opinion concerning these bills. 
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At the June 7, 1923, meeting, it was decided that all bills 
approved by Mr. Fyfe, the last secretary. of the Lady Minto 
Hospital, should be paid. As Mr. Lee tells it, the process of 
persuasion was slow, and to the last there was one individual 
who opposed the payment of the accounts. But the “point of 
principle” had been gained. if 


‘The record for length of service on the Islay Hospital Board 
as 4 belongs to Mr. A. B. Wood of Dew- 
E37 berry. He was first elected in 1921, 
= and served without a break until 
1948, a period of 27 years. He 
was ‘on the Board again in 1952 
and 1958 to complete the term of 
the late S. C. Butz, Mr. Wood's 
term of service included most, of 
the “roaring twenties”, all of the 
“dirty thirties” and all of the “war 
forties”. When he served in 1952 
and 1953 he could say that he had 
served in four different decades! 
In a letter written in 1961, Mr. 
Wood refers to the wish of the 
r Board to provide free hospitaliza- 
"ANDREW WOOD (L.) and brother tion to the ratepayers. This idea 
had been mentioned by the River- 
ton U.F.A. Local as early as 1928, for we have record of it in 
the minutes for November 28. The same idea received expres- 
sion at the February 21, 1927, annual meeting of Vermilion 
Valley Municipality, when G. W. Benson mentioned it in his 
report. Eventually the idea was taken up with the Department, 
which did not approve of it, If the Board was not allowed to 
bring in free hospitalization for ratepayers, it certainly pioneered 
in providing special hospital services to the public. Mr. Wood’s 
long service entitles him to a goodly share of the credit for this 
progress. 










‘The February 8, 1947, minutes contain this statement: “Mr. 
Urquhart has completed 12 years on the Board, being Chairman 
since December 6, 1941. During 12 years he never missed 
attending a Board meeting. The Board expressed wholehearted 
appreciation of his able leadership during the trying years of the 
war, and the many benefits accruing to the Hospital District 
as the result of his untiring devotion to duty, and his wide 
knowledge and experience in public affairs.” The board’s 
expression of appreciation speaks volumes, leaving little to be 
said by us here. We shall hear more of Mr. Urquhart later. 


At a time when no one else could be found to serve, George 
Jack was willing to let his name stand. Thus began a career 
as Board member which lasted ten years, more than five of 
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which he spent as chairman. During this time the principle 
of the “reciprocal agreements” with neighboring hospital districts 
was discussed and eventually accepted. This alone would make 
his period of service worthy of special note. A rather extensive 
programme of renovation was also begun during Mr. Jack’s time 
as Chairman, 


Most likely few ratepayers will believe that Mr. Shirreff, 
the present Chairman, has been a member of the Board for 
over 12 years, more than five of them as Chairman., Mr. Shirreff 
has insisted again and again that ratepayers are entitled to all 
the services provided by the municipality. Accordingly, he argues, 
all the hospitals with territory in the municipality should be 
readily available to ratepayers. His support of this principle, 
and his insistence that Islay Hospital would gain as many patients 
as it lost by it, is at least part of the reason for the adoption 
of the “reciprocal agreements” principle in 1956. 


No doubt we have committed sins of omission in our listing 
of six unusual Board members, but we feel sure that members 
entitled to special mention will receive it elsewhere in these 
pages. 











CHAPTER NINETEEN 


THREE LETTERS ABOUT BOARD POLICY 


We are very fortunate to have several excellent accounts 
of Hospital affairs as.seen through the eyes of Board members. 
For two of these we are indebted to Mrs. G. J. Lively, Mrs. 
Lively has maintained an interest in Islay Bospital throughout 
the years, and. made a habit of inquiring regularly concerning 
its progress. On one of these occasions, in 1943, Mr. W. G. 
Urquhart, then Chairman of the Board, wrote a long letter giving 
an outline of the Hospital’s operation at that time. At that 
time he had-been a_ member of the Board for nine years, so was 
in an excellent position to write an account. Mrs. Lively kept 
his letter and made it available to the Committee. Here are 
the parts of the letter which are of interest to us. 


Islay, Alberta, 
11-2-43 


Dear Mrs. Lively: 


No doubt you will be surprised on seeing the signature to 
this, as Chairmian of the Board of Islay Municipal Hospital Dis- 
triel. T saw your letter addressed to the Hospital and am very 
pleased to be able to give you some information about it and the 
splendid service it has given. Some months ago a Miss Brighty 
of the Department of Public Health wrote the Hospital for 
information as to its history as she was compiling information 
for some Department at Ottawa. I sent her as much as I knew 
of the start of the movement and gave her your address as 
being the one who could tell her all about it. ‘The Matron also 
borrowed a copy of Miss Teetgen’s book and sent that up. 


Sometime in 1920 the Province started a system of rural 
hospitals supported by taxation. Islay, being fortunate enough 
to have the building, fitted right into the scheme. A district 
was formed comprising parts of four municipal districts and the 
Village of Islay. Five directors are elected, one to each con- 
tributing area. In all about $20,000 was spent to remodel and 
equip the building. Now we have a well-equipped and up-to-date 
little hospital. It is heated with hot water, has hot and cold 
running water and sewage disposal plant. The building is now 
stuccoed. The operating room is up to date, there is an adequate 
X-ray machine, a first class dynatherm machine, and many 
things not usual in a rural hospital. The Hospital has a splendid 
record, to date there has not been one maternity death. Every 
sort of medical and surgical case is handled, except where some 
specialist is required. Now there is a scheme to assist those 
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requiring to go to Edmonton for such services. To my mind 
there is only one thing lacking, and that is a proper appreciation 
by the people of the splendid services available. All ratepayers 
are entitled to full service, all drug prescriptions, dressings, and 
X-ray or other lamp treatment, dynatherm, etc., at an inclusive 
charge of $1.00 per day. As soon as the war is over it is 
hoped to do away with even that charge and make it entirely 
free. The taxes average about $5 or $6 per quarter section. 
The annual cost of operation runs about $10,000.00. The patient 
days usually run about 3200 to 3500 per year. There are now 
a lot of rural hospitals in Alberta. In fact the Province is 
pretty well serviced by them, But it is thanks to the work 
you and Miss Teetgen did that Islay Hospital operates today. 
If the original building had not been there there would have 
been no chance of setting up the district. ‘There is a large unit 
at Lloydminster and at Vermilion. 





You would not know very many in these parts now. So 
many of the original settlers have moved away. Mary and I 
are nearly the oldest timers this side of Islay. Your old farm 
has had no one living on it for years now; the Cairns family 
still own the whole section, but the family are scattered all over 
the continent. In the different branches of the farm organizi 
tions I sometimes meet old timers who remember and inquire 
about Mr. Lively. I have heard news of you once in a while 
from Perey Morgan who still is.in the neighborhood. 

This has been a very severe winter to date, with a lot of 
snow, and to eap that my whole crop is under the snow in common 
with ‘about 50% of the crop in Alberta; late season and early 
snow and shortage of manpower are the reasons. 

Mr. Fyfe was interested and pleased at your inquiry 
about him... . 

I hope this brief note will show you that the work you did 
has been well worth while and has proved a real benefit’ to this 
neighborhood. Mary joins me in sending regards and 
remembrance, 





Yours sincerely, 
W. G. URQUHART. 


Twelve years later Mrs. Lively had written again for informa- 
tion. This time Mr. W. L. Roebuck, with many years of Board 
service, both as secretary and chairman, answered. This letter 
too was carefully saved by Mrs. Lively and made available to our 
Committee. The text is as follows: 

Islay, Alberta, 


April 12, 1955. 
Dear Mrs. Lively: 


In reply to a letter written to us some time ago, we would 
like to take a little time to give you some of the circumstances 
surrounding the operation of this institution at the present time. 
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‘The Hospital is now operated as a municipal’ unit which 
means that the chief source of revenue is supplied by direct 
taxation at the rate of five mills on all the property in the 
Hospital District. This amounts to some $16,000 per year, and is 
paid quarterly by the rural municipality to the Hospital Board. 

Ratepayers and their dependents are hospitalized for $1.00 
per day, and non-ratepayers residing within the District may 
purchase non-ratepayers’ contracts for $10.00 per year, which 
entitles them to the same privileges’ as ratepayers. 

I am enclosing a copy of our financial statement for the 
past year for your information, The bed capacity rating is based 
on a cubic foot air space and area basis per bed, and is now 
rated at 13 beds and 4 bassinettes, the bed complement raised 
the capacity to 20 beds and 4 cribs plus the 4 bassinettes. 

We now employ a Matron, 4 nurses, 2 nursing aides, cook, 
janitor, maid, laundress, and secretary-treasurer, full time. We 
operate on an eight hour nursing shift basis, and a 44 hour week. 

Mr. Urquhart has been dead for some time and Mrs, Urquhart 
is living in Vermilion. 





Mr, W. L, ROEBUCK, Sez.-Treas., in Office, 1956. 


I might add that there is a move on foot to close this 
Hospital and turn the building into a convalescent home for the 
aged. I will try to collect some newspaper clippings, and enclose 
them, that will shed some light on the subject. 

Yours very truly, 
W. L. ROEBUCK, 
Seeretary-Treasurer, 
Islay Municipal Hospital, 
District No. 4. 








‘The third letter is from Mr. A. B. Wood who served on 
the Islay Hospital Board from 1921 to 1948 and again in 1952- 
1958 to fill the vacancy created by the death of S. C. Butz, Mr. 
Wood has reviewed Board policy most ably. The text of his 
letter follows: 
Dewberry, Alberta, 
October 15, 1961. 


Dear Mr. Ronaghan: 


During the first few years I was on the Board the $1.00 
per day rate only covered ward fees and ordinary medicines. 
Anything beyond that including special drugs ordered by a doctor, 
had to be paid as extras by the patient. 


The changes we made over the years were as follows: 


We passed a resolution to supply all drugs used by a patient 
without extra charge. I remember our Matron could hardly 
believe her ears when we called her in and told her of the 
change. 


She said “All drugs, no matter how expensive?” We told 
her that was correct. 


We also did away with the charge for use of the operating 
room which was in effect at that time. 


Later we purchased an X-ray machine and included its use 
in the $1.00 per day. The doctor, of course, was at liberty to 
charge for operating the machine. 


We made arrangements with Edmonton hospitals to take 
patients from our district who were sent there by our doctor. 
As Islay was a one-doctor town, or rather village, we made 
an arrangement with a Lloydminster doctor, whereby a patient, 
who thought he should be sent to Edmonton but whom our 
‘doctor thought could be treated in Islay, could appeal to the 
said Lloydminster doctor. If the doctor agreed with the patient 
then the patient could go to Edmonton the same as being sent 
by our Islay doctor. If he agreed with the Islay doctor that 
finished the matter. The Islay Hospital paid the public ward 
fee of the Edmonton hospital, and charged the patient the 
$1.00 per day, just as though he had been in our Hospital. 

Later we tried to do away with the $1.00 per day rate, 
but could not get the required sanction of the Provincial Govern- 
ment. I remember the cabinet minister saying, “Not as long 
as I am Minister of Health”. 

I might mention that we had a woman member of the 
Board in the person of Mrs. Sam Irwin. She represented 
Streamstown Municipality. Mr. Lee took her place when she 
retired. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. B. WOOD. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY 


THE “RESIDENCE” 


The earliest recorded mention of a “nurses’ home” or 
“nurses’ residence” is in the Vermilion Standard report of a 
February 926, annual Hospital ratepayers’ meeting. During 
the discussion period Mrs. S. J. Irwin rose to recommend the 
building of a “nurses’ home”. We do not have the Board minutes 
for that period, so there is no record of what the Board’s reaction 
was. We must assume that the Board, or at least a majority, 
were opposed, as no action on building was taken for many 
years. 





Pressure on the Hospital's space began to be felt very 
early. The April 7, 1921, minutes tell us of arrangements for 
a bathroom on the lower floor. This would make it necessary 
to move the dispensary which had been in that space, and that in 
turn would put pressure on other facilities. Mrs. Roy Kent 
has told us of meeting nurses at Mrs. Irwin's, No doubt Mrs. 
Irwin was far more aware of the staff's opinions concerning 
living quarters than the men were. 


Mrs. Chas. Redmond (nee Barnett) states that in 1937 
the Board had been renting a room in the hotel for the cook 
and laundress. This arrangement was all right in spring or 
summer months, but not satisfactory in the fall or winter, as 
their room was cold and uncomfortable then. Discussion took 
place and the staff decided to double up and allow the cook 
and laundress to move back into the Hospital. Mrs. Redmond 
remarks, “This gave us a much more cheerful family life. Their 
assistance with difficult patients was more than once 
appreciated.” 








Clearly it was desirable to have the staff all together 
and handy to the Hospital. 


‘The December 9, 1944, minutes tell_us of a room being 
rented down town for the domestic staff “due to congested 
conditions”. 

The attitude of the Department towards the project can be 
easily surmised from the following incident. In March, 1949, 
the Board held a special meeting with members of the Alberta 
Heaith Survey. By that time the Residence had become an 
accepted and appreciated part of the Hospital's facilities for its 





staff, and the former staff rooms had all been occupied for strictly 
hospital purposes. With all these changes noted, Mr. McGilp 
suggested that there should be more room available for maternity 
patients! 
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The construction of the Residence provides us with an 
excellent example of the care with which a Hospital Board 
attacks a problem. Let us study the minutes concerning it. 


The regular March meeting in 1945 heard a letter from 
Mr. Maxwell of the Department concerning “the provision of 
additional living accommodation for the staff”. 


Mr. Maxwell spoke to the July 5 meeting concerning hospital 
matters generally. A motion was carried unanimously that 
a special meeting’ be called for July 12 to review the matter 
of living accommodation. This July 12 meeting threshed out 
all aspects of the problem. The Chairman and Secretary were 
to act as a committee to gather all information relative to 
the scheme, and report to the August meeting. 


The report was given as called for. 


Meetings in the remainder of the year make no mention 
of the project. 


The wheels began to turn in earnest in January of 1946 
when the Board requested the permission of the Minister “to 
expend $6,000.00 from surplus for the purpose of building a 
nurses’ home as recommended by the Inspector of Hospitals 
report with a view to providing more accommodation for 
patients.” 


In February Mr. H. Waterfield was appointed convenor of 
a committee to secure plans and estimate costs, as Ministerial 
approval had been granted. A ratepayers’ meeting in Kenil- 
worth School that same month passed a resolution supporting 
the decision to build a nurses’ home. The minutes tell us that 
approval was unanimous! 


The April Board meeting accepted Mr. Waterfield’s plans 
and specifications and submitted them for approval by the 
Department. 


May saw the plans approved after the vi of a Sanitary 
Engineer and Sanitary Inspector. The Board decided to employ 
John Shaw and Sons, Bill and Fred, to build the residence. 
Mr. Jack Goodhope was to be employed as plumbing and heat- 
ing contractor. Estimates were to be secured for electrical 
installations. ‘The building committee were to have excavation 
done and procure materials. 





The August meeting minutes refer to the building as “under 
construction”. Insurance is to be put on the new building. 
Spring of 1947 found the decorators at work. The Board 


called for a “two tone color scheme, and wood work clear 
varnished.” 
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Probably the staff moved into the Residence’ in the late 
spring or summier of 1947. Mr. George Jack remembers 1947 
as the year’ hé'became a member of the Board and as the year | 
the residence’ was finished. This is the only information we 

have on the subject, as we have heard from none of the Resi- 
dence’s first occupants. The faithful minutes record that storm | 
windows are being put on in November! 





The “Residence” as seen from the north. 


We shall hear more about the Residence and the staff's 
efforts to equip it in a later chapter under the heading, “Little 
Efforts Hospital Club.” 








CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE 
DISASTER PLAN IN ACTION 


‘The Hospital’s “disaster plan” provides for the efficient 
mobilization of all hospital facilities as well as of all nurses 
and nursing aides living within calling distance in the case of 
an emergency. The value of such a plan in time of war is obvious. 
The plan recognizes that a hospital’s facilities may be severely 
tested even in time of peace by unusual fires, train or bus acci- 
dents, to name only a few?, 


In 1960 the “disaster plan” at Lamont Hospital was put 
into effect to cope with the situation caused by the collision 
of a train with a school bus. Indeed it is not generally recognized 
that the “disaster plan” made it possible to save lives there 
which might otherwise have been lost through sheer lack of 
immediate care. 


Visitors to Islay Hospital would have noticed nothing very 
unusual on the evening of October 4, 1958, Mrs. R. Bell was 
on duty, and was fairly busy getting the patients ready for the 
night as the Hospital was nearly full. A maternity case was 
admitted, and it appeared that everything should be made 
ready for the baby’s arrival. But these things were all part 
of a typical evening’s duty. No visitor would have dreamed 
that shortly after his departure the Hospital would have to 
meet a challenge to its “disaster plan”. 


On the highway north of Islay two cars met in head-on 
collision and no less than nine persons were instantly in need 
of hospitalization. Shortly afterward Mrs. Bell had to set the 
“disaster” plan in motion. 


Fortunately all nurses and domestic staff were either in 
residence or readily available for double or triple duty until the 
situation was under control. Nurses called were Miss M. Gilpin, 
R.N.; Mrs. A. Purser, R.N.; Mrs. U. MacFadyen, Mrs. B. Mc- 
Lennan, Miss Susan Hnatow, Miss B. Ewen and Mrs. L. Gessner. 
Domestic staff included Mr. J. Hurst, Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. 
W. Hannon, Mrs. D. Carey, and Mrs. G. Schaffer. In addition 
to Dr. Sweet, Dr. Evans and Dr. Stephens were called from 
Vermilion. 

Two of the injured were released after first aid care, but 
seven had to be put to bed. The staff hastily erected surplus 
beds, and moved beds from wards to sunrooms, but even with 
these arrangements four children had to be put in two beds. 

1 See "Hospital Disaster Planning," Civil Defence Health Services, 1959. 
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All patients had serious lacerations and broken bones, and 
every effort had to be made to prevent some from bleeding 
to death before others could be given attention. 


In the midst of all this the baby arrived, and the little 
new life had to have the attention it deserved. 


Mrs, A. E. Ronaghan had been on the nursing staff, but 
was herself a patient the night of the accident. She remembers 
that one little girl cried when her dress was removed. The 
dress was torn and covered with blood. “And that’s my very 
best dress too,” she sobbed. Miss Gilpin came into the ward to 
check on the child's condition, and Mrs. Ronaghan offered her 

elp. 


“Would you mind watching this little girl, Mrs. Ronaghan?” 
asked Miss Gilpin. “She’s bleeding from behind her ear. Hold 
these swabs, and try to keep her quiet. There's a lady in worse 
condition, and I think she'll have to have blood transfusions”. 


The mother and her newborn baby were finally put to bed, 
freeing more staff for help in the stitching of cuts and the 
setting of broken bones. As the night wore on patient after 
patient was dealt with and made as comfortable as possible. 
It became clear that the most seriously injured patient would 
have to be transferred to the Royal Alexandra Hospital in 
Edmonton, and arrangements had to be made for this. 


Mrs. Hannon (nee Podhaniuk) remembers that nearly the 
whole staff were there until five o'clock in the morning. In 
only an hour or so the day shift would be coming on duty 
and patients would be waiting for their breakfast! About twenty- 
three trays would be needed during the coming weeks. 


The Hospital’s “disaster plan” had worked all through the 
night at saving lives and bringing a new life into the world. 











CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO 


PROBLEMS OF THE BOARD 


The Islay Hospital Board has held an average of more than 
eleven meetings a year since the District’s first board met in 
1919. ‘This is about 473 meetings. Once a month the members 
assemble in the Hospital dining room. Sometimes business is 
routine and easy to handle. At other times very difficult points 
arise, and advice must be sought from the Department, from 
the Attorney-General or from the Board of Public Utility Com- 
missioners. Difficult decisions may then have to be taken. 
At all times public business is being done whether the general 
public is aware of it or not. 


Perhaps there has been difficulty with the heating or plumb- 
ing system. Perhaps the roof is in need of repairs. The fire 
commissioner may have pointed out that a change in regulations 
calls for some changes in construction here and there. 


On another plane the resignation of a nurse may have 
been received, and it is necessary to find a replacement, It may 
be necessary to ask for a resignation, in view of certain facts 
that have come to light. 


A deputation of ratepayers may wait on the Board with a 
complaint of one kind or another. 


Economic Changes 


In an earlier chapter we discussed how Islay’s unusually 
good situation as a “terminal” on the Canadian Northern Railway 
helped to make the Islay Hospital possible. Events of the 1920's 
and 1930's hit the village of Islay severely, and caused many 
problems for the Islay Hospital Board. 





No fewer than four lines of railway were built into areas 
that had formerly used Islay as a terminal point. The railway 
line through Bonnyville and its branch line to Heinsburg brought 
to an end any need for such cattle drives as were mentioned 
in an earlier chapter. The Canadian Pacific Railway line through 
Clandonald, Dewberry, Hazeldine cut off the tremendous ship- 
ments of grain from the northern townships of the Hospital 
District. To the south the railway line into Paradise Valley 
induced many farmers to ship their grain through that point 
rather than make the long trip north to Islay. 


Mrs. Moore (nee Bessie Duncan) has told how busy a place 
Islay was in 1926. “People came by team and sleigh from north 


91 














of Dewberry and many miles south of Islay”. “I remember 
the long row of sleighs which lined the street in front of the 
livery stable. Ernest Moore’s Cafe on the corner was always 
busy. There was also another cafe, and the hotel did a good 
business”. This was all to change very soon, as preparations 
were being made that very year for the railway soon to pass 
to the north, 


The Hospital was not adversely affected by these events. 
In fact, settlement of C.P.R. and Hudson’s Bay lands in the 
neighborhood of Clandonald in the late twenties and early thirties 
was to help give the Hospital four of the busiest consecutive 
years in its history. A study of the table of admissions and 
births shows that 77 babies were born in Islay Hospital in 
1932 and this was the first of four years in which admissions 
would approach 500. People continued to get sick and require 
hospitalization regardless of where their new trading centres 
were, 


The depression of the 1930’s caused Board members many 
a headache, as many patients simply could not pay their bills. 


In 1980 a patient “paid with potatoes and berries”. A 
1982 account is marked “Paid Turkeys—1934”. A 1931 account 
was marked “Paid 1936”. And many thousands of dollars due 
from patients had to be written off as uncollectable. Municipal 
road building did not keep pace with settlement changes in the 
hard years of the 1980's, and this seems to account for many 
of the problems facing the Board in the late 1930's. People 
were becoming used to cars, but many roads were still suitable 
for horse and buggy traffic only. 


In 1985 the question of a sub-hospital at Dewberry was 
raised. Eventually the possibility of forming a new hospital 
district in that area was studied. The Department’s answer 
was that the formation of new hospital districts was not con- 
templated. Finally it was arranged that the Islay doctor should 
open an office in Dewberry and be available there one day a 
week. This arrangement, while an improvement, did nothing 
to improve the roads to Islay when a patient had to be brought 
in. 


In December 1988 the Board was in correspondence with 
the municipal districts, asking them to keep the roads open 
north and south of Islay. 


Dissatisfaction with road conditions and developing com- 
munity consciousness led to other requests for a change in 
hospital services in 1939. Special attention was given to the 
idea of a nursing home in Dewberry. Later, meetings were 
held with the Vermilion Hospital Board concerning a nursing 
home in Clandonald. 
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Negotiations on this project eventually broke down. 


‘The January 18, 1940, Board meeting gave its approval 
to the request of Township 55, Range 4, to be transferred to 
The Elk Point Hospital District. 


In the years 1947, 1948, and 1949 there was a movement for 
the formation of a new hospital district in the north-eastern 
part of Vermilion River Municipality. A hearing was held in 
Lloydminster by the Board of Public Utility Commissioners. 
This hearing brought out many points of interest to all. It 
was shown that both Islay and Lloydminster Hospital Districts 
would suffer financially from the formation of a new district. 
Also, if Islay Hospital were closed many ratepayers in the 
southern end of the district would have to travel from 25 
to 40 miles to obtain hospital service. 


All through the 1950's people interested in hospitals were 
discussing the “reciprocal agreements” whereby ratepayers would 
be allowed’ to use neighboring hospitals provided their Board 
had agreements with those other hospitals. The idea was men- 
tioned as early as 1950 by an Islay Hospital Board. At that 
time the Board had emergency cases in mind. Matters were 
brought to a head in 1954 by the petition to remove townships 
47, 48, 49 and 50 in range 5 from the Islay Hospital District. 
The Board, when asked, expressed its disapproval and the pet 
tion was refused by the Board of Public Utility Commissioners. 


At the annual meeting of the Vermilion River Municipality 
in February of 1955 a resolution was passed “to hold a meeting 
of the ratepayers of the Islay Municipal Hospital District to 
consider the closing of the Islay Hospital and the utilizing of the 
buildings for a home for the aged”. The Board met with the 
Municipal Council about the matter and later decided that a 
ratepayers’ meeting was not necessary. 


Meanwhile, a spirited correspondence went on in the local 
newspapers concerning “The Islay Hospital Question” and public 
interest was aroused. A petition was circulated asking for a 
raleey ers: meeting under section 62 of the Municipal Hospitals 

ct. 


This meeting was held on June 22, and a very large number 
of ratepayers attended. A motion was passed favoring “the 
maintenance, operation and the extension of the services of 
Islay Municipal Hospital”. A motion for reciprocal agreements 
between Elk Point, Islay, Vermilion and Lloydminster was lost. 

Delegations waited on the Board in July and again in 
November asking for a plebiscite on reciprocal agreements with 
Elk Point, Vermilion and Lloydminster. The Department advised 
that there was no provision for a plebiscite on such a matter, 
and that the Board could deal with the matter. The following 
motion was passed at the January 20, 1956, meeting: 
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“That ratepayers and contract holders of the Vermilion, 
Lloydminster and Elk Point Hospital districts be granted the 
same privileges in the Islay Hospital: 


That the standard form of reciprocal agreement approved 
by the Department of Health be the basis of negotiation between 
the Islay Hospital Board and the Boards indicated: 


‘That the adoption of the proposal, by all of the Hospital 
Boards named, be a provision necessary to the adoption of the 
agreement policy by the Islay Municipal Hospital Board”. 


Certain people predicted that this agreement amounted to the 
closing of Islay hospital, as people would tend to prefer the 
larger hospitals. In fact, it has been found that as many patients 
come to Islay from the other hospitals as leave this district 
for other hospitals. 


What is the relationship of transportation to the future of 
Islay Hospital and the other hospitals? There is. no doubt 
that a good north-south highway, well maintained at all seasons, 
would do much to encourage use of the Hospital’s services. 
Perhaps the construction of a bridge at Heinsburg is a good 
omen, pointing to the completion of such a highway. 


However, it appears that other factors have a bearing on 
this problem. At the meeting in June, 1955, Mr. Roebuck, then 
Secretary of the Islay Hospital District, told a story which 
illustrates a point which enters into all hospital affairs and 
about which no laws are effective. A lady who lived in Lloyd- 
minster was about to have her baby. She and her husband left 
Lloydminster, passed by Islay and Vermilion where there were 
hospitals, and reached Mannville, where the doctor and hospital 
of her choice were, but not before the baby arrived! The 
child’s mother, using her freedom of choice, had left and 
passed three hospital districts set up by the people to provide 
the care she needed. The lady wanted to go.to the doctor 
of her choi The human element was more important than 
all the facilities provided by hospital boards. 








‘Most likely boards have done all they can do when they 
have provided facilities and made it possible for these to be 
used reciprocally. 


“I, John R. Karman .. .” 


From time to time the Board has the pleasure of receiving a 
gift and of acknowledging receipt of it on behalf of the Hospital, 
These gifts always have the same effect as a vote of confidence, 
and are welcomed as such, 


John R. Karman was hospitalized in the summer of 1951. 
He had not had much to do with hospitals and mistrusted them 
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as a matter of principle. His treatment in Islay Hospital 
came to him as something of a surprise, we are told. The 
fact that he had to be hospitalized at all disturbed him, how- 
ever, and he arranged for the preparation of a will. 


T. Merrill McKerihan was named as executor. He directed 
that one-third of his estate should go to Islay Hospital, one-third 
i the Canadian Red Cross. Society, and one-third to-the Salvation 

my. 


The will was witnessed by James McCorry, Q.C. of Kitscoty, 
and Florence Wickham, then on the staff of Islay Hospital. 


The Board minutes of September 4, 1954, mention the 
adoption of the report of the will of “the late John R. Karman”. 
The report was filed pending settlement of the estate. 


When the estate was settled it was revealed that the Ho: 
pital’s share was a sum of money sufficient to buy a major 
addition to Hospital equipment. After some consideration the 
Board decided to obtain the latest in X-ray equipment. This 
was done, and the equipment was installed in the upper floor 
of the sun porch. Authorities agree that the equipment is 
of a kind seldom found in smaller hospitals. Having obtained 
the services of a qualified X-ray technician, the Board can offer 
an X-ray service of high quality. 








A plaque mounted near the equipment now commemorates 
Mr, Karman’s generous gift, 


The earliest recorded gift to Islay Municipal Hospital was 
made in 1922, when Mr. Morrant gave books to begin a library. 
The Board arranged for bookcases at a later meeting, and the 
library was under way. 


Mrs. G. J. Lively, one of the founders of the Islay Lady 
Minto Cottage Hospital, has on a number of occasions made 
cash donations toward the purchase of books for the library. 


Books have been donated by Mr. and Mrs. J. W. G. Morrison, 
of Vermilion, and by the Frog Lake Chapter of the I.0.D.E. 
Books have been donated by Mr. and Mrs. Allen Ronaghan. 


The Gideons have presented Bibles to the Hospital in line 
with their policy of distributing copies to public institutions. 

Miss Faithful made a gift of $5.00 to be used at the Board’s 
discretion, 


In 1987 Mr. Holden gave $10.00 toward the purchase of 
a fluoroscope. 


For a considerable time the Kent family loaned a wheel 
chair to the Hospital. This chair was eventually purchased 
by the Board. 
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‘The Ladies’ Organization of the Anglican Church have from 
time to time donated books, fruit and vegetables. 


Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Robertson donated sacks of potatoes. 


Gifts have also been received from W. Waterfield, Sr., Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Young, and Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Fyfe. 


‘The Irwinville and Marwayne Churches have given flowers 
and vegetables. Dewberry, Marwayne, Islay and Kitscoty United 
Church organizations have given gifts on many occasions. The 
Marwayne Horticultural Society have been faithful donors of 
flowers and vegetables after each horticultural show. 


In April of 1962 the Kitseoty Women’s Institute presented 
the Hospital with two bedside lamps and two foot stools in 
memory of Mrs. Charles Miller. 


When CKSA-T'V in Lloydminster started _operations the 
staff of the Hospital decided to purchase a 17” T.V. for the 
use of both staff and patients. The set is a portable model 
but is in the Hospital dining room. Many people contributed 
towards the payment of the set. Mr. J. H. Ford of Islay put 
the set in with the understanding that the staff would make 
monthly payments. In a little more than a year the set was 
completely paid for through the generosity of Mr. Albert Van 
den Dolder. Contributions came from the Riverton Ladies’ Club, 
the Islay United Church W.A., Mrs. N. Cundal, Mr. Forbes Tough, 
Mrs. D. Hannon, Mr. G. Garnier, Miss M. M. Carey, Mrs. W. 
Hannon, Mrs. W. Kuzek, Mrs. R, Bell, Mr. J. Hurst, Mrs, E. 
Beckett, Mr, A. Isert, Mrs. U. MacFadyen, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, 
Mrs. F. MacLean, Mrs. H. M. Kneen, Mrs. Potter, Mr. C. Midgley, 
Mrs. G, J. Lively, Mrs. E. Makohoniuk, Mrs. D. Braithwaite, Mrs. 
John Garey, Mrs. J. Ure, Mrs. Dave Buchanan, Mr. J. White- 
side, Mr. G. Mathison, Mr. Geo. McNabb, Mrs. M. Budda, Mr. 
and Mrs, George Schaffer, Mrs. T. Anderson, Miss K, Rainey, 
Mrs. A. Purser, Mr. and Mrs. A. Ronaghan, Mrs. W. Lively and 
Mrs. E, Boothman. 


The February 9, 1952, minutes contain mention of thanks 
for a special kind of gift. Mrs. Chas, Kennedy had gone to a 
lot of trouble to organize a Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Islay Hospital, 
and the Board expressed appreciation on that occasion. Con- 
sidering the part that auxiliaries play in the work of other 
‘Alberta hospitals, perhaps this is the place to express the hope 
that this anniversary year will see a revival of the Auxiliary 
once begun by Mrs. Kennedy. 





Public Relations 


Perhaps one of the most difficult problems for any Board 
of any hospital has to do with the field of public relations. By 
their very nature hospitals do not attract public interest and 
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public enthusiasm very often, Hospitals are in the news when 
the Queen officiates at the opening of a new one. Even the 
fact that the Irish Sweepstakes are run to support Irish hospitals 
goes comparatively unnoticed. The races are far more interesting 
than the hospitals. 


The Islay Hospital Board has used several methods to call 
attention to its work. The first, of course, is the annual meeting 
of ratepayers. Experience shows that an annual meeting is a 
success when some issue arises. When there is no issue, 
attendance at such meetings is small. But Islay Hospital Boards 
have persisted, and the records show a considerable number of 
ratepayers’ meetings, in Islay Hall, Kenilworth School, Dew- 
berry Hall. 


Auditors’ annual statements have been sent out each year, 
in the belief that the ratepayers ought to know how the money 
is being spent. Occasionally quarterly statements have been 
posted in conspicuous places such as post offices. 


From time to time a “Hospital Day” or a “Better Health 
Day” has been arranged, usually in Islay Hall, and with a speaker 
sent out from the Department of Health. 





Lessons in first aid have been offered, both in Islay and 
elsewhere. Mrs. Chas. Redmond has mentioned Herbert School 
in this connection. 


In the last analysis the best way to let people know about 
the Hospital is to let the people come to it and see for themselves. 
Arrangements for the first open house were made for May 31, 
1959. We cannot do better than quote the news item that 
appeared after the event. 


“ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 
HOLDS OPEN HOUSE 


ISLAY—Bouquets of glads and carnations decorated the 
entrance and halls of the Islay Hospital for the recent ‘open 
house’. A steady stream of visitors were directed from the 
waiting room to the office by Mr. J. Hurst. Here they were 
welcomed by Miss Marie Carey who was in charge of the guest 
book. On display in the office were various nursing school 
calendars and pamphlets describing the various occupations 
available in hospitals. Also on display was the first day 
register of the hospital—at that time named the ‘Lady Minto 
Hospital’. Visitors were then taken on an escorted tour of the 
hospital by Miss Gilpin, Matron; Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. N. Cundal, 
Mrs. M. Walton and Mrs. R. G. Purves. Residents thoroughly 
enjoyed the tour through the operating room, case room, X-ray 
and Lab departments, patient wards and nursery. X-ray and 
Lab procedures were fully described by Mr. L. Marian. Included 


97 














on the tour was a visit to the work shop, laundry, store rooms 
and kitchen. In the dining room guests were served tea, sand- 
wiches and a variety of small cakes. Yellow and mauve mums 
and shasta daisies centered the lace covered tea table. Serving 
during the afternoon were Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. Hannon, 





HOSPITAL DAY, MAY, 1959, Waiting Room 
Standing: Me. Jock Hurst. Sitting: left to right, 
‘Mrs, W. Hannon, Mrs. D. Hannon, Mrs. D. Carey. 








Mrs. D. Carey and Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan. At 3:30 p.m. 
tea and lunch was served to the patients. Guests calling during 
the afternoon were from Islay, Kitscoty, Dewberry, Clandonald, 
Vermilion, Marwayne, Tolland, Edmonton, Lloydminster and 
Waseca, Sask.” 


Many visitors expressed amazement at the changes that 
had come about. Actually, fairly extensive renovations had 
been going on for six years, and have continued to the present. 


Cooking was changed to propane in 1956, and changed over 
to natural gas in 1957, service provided by Northwestern Utilities. 


Mr. Wm, McLean made a handsome new chart desk for 
the upstairs hall, replacing the famous old “Montreal” desk of 
1912 days. 


In 1959, the nurses home was redecorated, and the outside 
of all buildings painted. 
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During 1960 the staff went on a 44-hour week. In Septem- 
ber the laundry was sent out to McGale’s in Lloydminster on 
a twice weekly pickup. New tiles were laid in many areas of 
the Hospital by Mr. Ward McDonald. DeVac Windows of 
Edmonton installed a new fire door and 19 aluminum windows. 
‘The remainder were installed in 1961. 


In 1961 new furniture was put in the residence and a 
completely new semi-private suite put in the maternity ward. 
New drapes were hung by the Lloydminster Color Centre. The 
stairs to the second floor were closed in according to the direc- 
tions of the Fire Commissioner and the fire alarm was connected 
to the Residence. ‘The drive-way was cemented and new front 
steps were put in, 


In early 1962 an extensive job of interior redecoration was 
done by Stan H. Manyluk of Vermilion. A new operating room 
lamp is also to be installed by Elbrond & Son, Electricians of 
Vermilion, and supplied by the Stevens Co. of Calgary. 


As this is written, in April, 1962, the Hospital has more 
of the appearance of a comfortable and beautiful home. Gone 
is the institutional severity of other days. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE 
“AND TALK OF MANY THINGS” 


Was Minister of Health 


We were fortunate in being able to contact Mr. R. G. Reid, 
who served both as Minister of Health and Premier of Alberta. 
We quote part of Mr. Reid’s letter: 


“I was, as you surmised, the Minister of Health who, 
accompanied by A. K. Whiston, attended a meeting of your 
Board on October 12th, 1921. I am sorry I have no knowledge 
of Mr. Whiston’s present address. . . . 


As you may know, I was farming south of Mannville before 
being pitchforked into the government. I was a member of the 
Board of Number 1 Municipal Hospital at Mannville”. 


Who Remembers Stokkeville? 


Listen to the addresses given by patients in the early 1920's. 
We wonder how many of them are given as addresses today: 
Hollington Bridge, Greenlawn, Dewberry, Wellsdale, Primula, 
Ethelwyn, Riverton, Ferguson Flats, High River, Greenshields 
(Sask.), Earlie, Tring, Moyerton, Irwinville, Onion Lake, Hind- 
ville, Landonville, Wildwood, Frog Lake, Bridstow, Tolland, 
Heinsburg, ‘Vanesti, Stokkeville, Kitscoty, Edmonton, Youngs- 
own. 


Who remembers Stokkeville? Mr. E. Monger remembers 
Stokkeville, and tells us that it was near where Koknee post 
office was in later years. The Post Office Department have 
notified us that Stokkeville was closed in December, 1924. 


In the Days Before Driers 


This will bring back memories for many who have struggled 
with frozen clothes in sub-zero temperatures. Mrs. C. Moore 
(nee Bessie White) worked at Islay Hospital from January to 
March of 1926. 


“No doubt working conditions will have improved since 
those faraway days. For $30.00 a month I worked long hours 
in the basement, which was always steamy and damp. I washed 
clothes each morning and tried to finish before dinner if possible. 
This left the afternoon free for ironing which in itself was a 
big job. I did the washing and ironing for the six staff members 
in addition to the hospital laundry. There were always a great 
number of starched uniforms to be ironed. 
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The wet clothes were carried from the basement to lines 
outdoors and allowed to freeze for some hours. In this frozen 
condition they were carried back to the basement and hung on 
lines to dry. This drying was a long time operation which 
required a great deal of turning and re-hanging of the clothes. 


The cook and I had two days off every two weeks. The 
one remaining on the job had to look after both cooking and | 
Jaundry. This was quite difficult and 1 sometimes wonder how | 
we managed it. I seldom took the days off as my home was | 
in Vermilion, and the train was the only means of travel, which 
meant leaving and returning at a midnight hour. Then too, 
on a salary of $30.00 a month even the $1.00 return fare was 
a consideration.” 


Faithfulness and Devotion 


Dozens of people have remarked and written that a history 
of Islay Hospital would not be complete without a mention 
of Tom White’s long service of “faithfulness and devotion”, as 
Mrs. Dave Martin (nee Hancock) has phrased it. 











1938. Gertie Ollis, Cook; Irene Simmons, Laundey: 
Matron; Frances Peters, Relief Nurse; Tom White, Janitor. 











Tom White acted as janitor from 1924 to 1941. Mrs. W. S. 
Easton has written: “I am sure he is remembered with affection 
by countless women, for whom he did little chores, such as 
shopping for small items, bringing mail, mailing letters—any- 
thing at all—and always with such good-natured willingnes: 
He planted and trimmed hedges, and for a time had a big 
vegetable garden as well as flower beds”. 











The Board had the approval of many patients when it voted 
a retirement bonus to Tom White “in token of this appreciation.” 
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“From cook . +++ + 
MABEL NELSON, 1930 MABEL NELSON, 1933 


Miss Mabel Nelson worked as cook at Islay Hospital, serving 
for several years, She trained as a nurse and later returned 
as nurse. Hence the pictures, “From Cook to R.N.” 


‘ Some Kind of Record 


The Islay news in the Vermilion Standard for December 1, 
1927, carried this item: “There were eight babies born to seven 
mothers in the local hospital last week”. 


That may be a record of some kind for Islay Hospital. No 
doubt we will hear about it when this appears in print! 


Vie Dennill’s Snowmobile 


Many a patient from the Dewberry area remembers being 
brought to the Hospital by Vie Demnill and his snowmobile. Mrs. 
Chas. Redmond has reminded us of his efforts at perfecting 
the machine, until he was able to travel easily throughout the 
country to bring in the sick. The snowmobile became a familiar 
sight on the road between Dewberry and Islay in the late 1930's 
before snowplowing became common on country roads. 
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Things a Doctor Remembers 





B. E. KNAPP, M.D. 


n Dr. B. E. Knapp has favored us with some memories of his 
practice in Islay: “During my stay in Islay an X-ray machine 
was installed, our youngest son James was born (July, 1929), and 
more twin births occurred in 1928 at the Islay Hospital than 
at any hospital from Lloydminster to Edmonton during that 
year”. 


The Hospital Was Without a Patient 


Many a busy nurse must have wondered what it would be 
like to have no patients at all. Mrs. Chas. Redmond has expressed 
this very nicely, concerning nursing in the late thirties: “In 
those days, especially at night, if the nurse saw car lights out 
on the trails, she just hurried about doing up her work, feeling 
quite fare that in a few minutes she probably would have another 
patient. 


It was during the period 1937 - 1941 that, for the only time, 
and for about a half-hour, the Hospital was without a patient”, 
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Eight Months Wasn't So Long 





sd Haskell and Miss McLeod, 1928 





Mrs. Cecil Sinclair (nee Mildred Haskell) has written to 
tell of memories of being in Islay Hospital as a child. She got 
thoroughly acquainted with the Hospital, having come in in the 
first part of August of one year, and remaining until the latter 
part of April of the next. For a child of four this was a long 
time, but the kindness of Miss Bullock, Dr. Knapp, and Tom 
White helped make the time shorter. Miss McLeod is remembered 
especially for the many little things she did that were especially 
dear to a child’s heart. 

Mrs. Sinclair sent along a snapshot that proves that Santa 
came to her even though she was in the Hospital. She was glad 
to go home when the time came, but she will always remember 
that the eight months wasn’t really so long. 


“To Let the Water Out” 


Dr. Sweet has become famous for his ability to get to any 
part of eastern Alberta regardless of weather or bad roads. A 
hundred stories are told and retold, but all simply prove that 
if you want to get somewhere badly enough you can do it. 


In the spring of 1943 the Vermilion River flooded its valley 
from side to side. At one bridge the water was running a foot 
or more deep across the road and swirling around the approach 
to the bridge. It is not certain if the Doctor was on his way 
to Dewberry or on the way back, but it makes no difference 
to the story. Several cars had stopped at each side, their drivers 
wondering whether to cross or go back. The Doctor took a sight 
at eo spot where the road emerged at the far shore and stepped 
on the gas. 
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A. H. SWEET, B. 





1 M.D., CM., LM.C.C. 


The road had not washed away anywhere and the Doctor 
made his way triumphantly through the water, leaving a regular 
trail of bubbles in his wake. At one point where the grade 
was low the water appeared to come clear up to the bottom 
of the radiator. Watchers on both banks wondered if the engine 
had stopped, but reasoned that, as the car continued to move, 
the exhaust pipe must be under water. It was not long before 
the roar of the motor was heard again, and the car seemed 
Ke shake itself as it broke from the water and made for the 
shore. 


“Then”, informants all agree, “the Doctor opened the door 
to let the water out”. 


“I Can’t Change Gears” 


Roads were still very muddy and rutty one early spring 
day when Dr. Sweet drove his car to Inman's Garage and reported 
that he couldn’t change gears. High gear was all right, but he 
couldn't shift into second or low. Inspection revealed that the 
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cause was simple enough: neither of the two gears was left, 
They had fallen out somewhere. 


The story was pieced together eventually. At one place 
the Doctor had decided that the prairie beside the fence line 
was more solid than the thawing surface of the road. Just over 
the brow of a hill a farmer had made quite a pile of rocks, 
now partially obscured by dead grass and weeds. A telephone 
pole had to be avoided at any cost, and the Doctor was trying 
to keep speed up. Legend has it that one of the gears was 


found at the rock pile, and the other was found a little further 
on! 


‘The Pool Fire 


Mrs. Bill Gillies (nee Gingell) remembers the time that the 
Alberta Wheat Pool elevator burned down in May, 1945. The 
fire broke out in the top of the elevator, and a strong south 
wind carried burning shingles over much of the town. As it 
happened, many people were out north-east of Islay helping fight 
a prairie fire, so there was a shortage of help. The Anglican 
Church and the C.N.R, station were completely destroyed. Many 
buildings caught on , but were saved by quick action. The 
grass caught on fire and a small prairie fire swept up the hill, 
threatening the Hospital. “The Hospital was never in any danger”, 
writes Mrs. Gillies, “but we spent a few anxious hours, and had 
everyone ready to move out if it became necessary”. Luckily 
there was plenty of water in the slough at the foot of the hill, 
and volunteers could soak sacks in the water and beat out the 
burning grass. 








A Long Fall 


Many people will remember the time Bill and Mervin 
Christman had the accident at the bridge over the railway east 
of Clandonald. They had been doing some road grading with a 
tractor and grader and were returning home. Just as they 
were crossing the bridge something went wrong with the steer- 
ing on the tractor. The tractor went off the bridge, and the 
grader jack-knifed over it during the fall to the tracks below. 
A neighbor happened to pass by shortly afterward and hastened 
to the rescue. 


Both were admitted to Hospital late at night with broken 
bones and serious bruises. Their convalescence was made in- 
teresting by the number of visitors who came regularly to see 
them. Some of these visitors had taken the trouble of stopping 
and estimating the fall by standing on the bridge. Others went 
down to the tracks and estimated it from there. Evidently none 
had measured it. Accordingly, there was a wide variation in the 





stories told about the accident. All agreed that their August, 
1945, fall had been a long one indeed, and that they had been 
very lucky to survive it. 
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Loft to right: Mrs, Erma Purser, Miss Frances Mills, Mrs. Mary Welton, 1955. 


“There Stood the Matron and a Nurse” 


Mrs. Bruce McLennan (nee Grech) has passed along this 
account to show still another way in which a nurse may be 
called on to help. 


“T was on night shift all alone. We had about 22 patients 
in the Hospital, and at least five new babies to look after. I 
had just gone off duty, and had crawled into bed thinking of 
all that had happened during that night shift. Just as I was 
about to drop off to sleep a knock came at the door. Before 
I could answer the door flew open, and there stood the Matron 
and the nurse. 


‘Come on, Anne, get up. We need your bed. Another 
maternity case has come in’, 


I found another bed somewhere”. 


HE DIDN'T WANT TO BE A PATIENT 
Mrs. A. Purser remembers very clearly a little boy who didn’t want to be 
@ patient. He required certain treatments, but wasn’t feeling sick. 


“There's nothing the matter with me,” he kept repeating to nurses and 
patients, 


He escaped four or five times, and four or five times he was brought back 
by Doctor Sweet after townspeople had supplied him with clothes. Finally the 
cchill of the evening (it was early November) made him lose enthusiasm for such 
escapades, and next day it was decided that he could be discharged and brought 
in regularly for treatments, 
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“Bring In His Horse!” 


Not long ago a little boy was hospitalized for a scalp con- 
dition which required regular care. He soon became bored with 
the games, books and amusements available around the Hospital, 
and wanted to go home, This was not possible, because of the 
need for regular treatment. Nurses were becoming annoyed, 
as a bouncing healthy boy is very difficult to get along with 
in the close quarters of hospital wards. Consultation with Doctor 
Sweet solved the problem. “Have them bring in his horse!” 


Boy and horse spent many happy hours together on the 
grassy slopes in the free time between meals and treatments. 





Mary, Dee. 22, 1913; Margaret, March 31, 1939; 
Rhonda, Nov. 23, 1958; Patricia, Nov. 21, 1961. 


‘THREE GENERATIONS BORN IN THE HOSPITAL 
There is record of at least one set of three generations in direct line born 
in the Hospital. They are: Mrs. Gordon Mathison (nee Mary Applegate), born 
Deo. 22, 1913; Mrs. Gerald West (nee Margaret Mathison), born March 31, 1939; 
gud daughters Rhonda West, bom Nov. 23, 1058, and! Patscia West, bom 
lov. 21, 1961. 


A Landmark Is Torn Down 


Islay’s first two elevator buildings were destroyed by fire, 
the first one in 1929, and the second in 1945. The latter had 
been built by the United Grain Growers and bought by the 
Alberta Wheat Pool. The third, “the Bawlf”, built in 1918, 
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was sold to the Alberta Wheat Pool after the Pool fire in 1945. 
Beth Ronaghan has a special reason for remembering what hap- 
pened to it. 


“While I was in for appendicitis I had lots of fun. The 
Matron, Miss Gilpin, would let me out of my crib and lift me‘onto 
the ‘big bed’ which was next to my crib. Then she would 
pump the top of the bed up, put me in, and cover me up. 


“One day when I had been in the ‘big bed’ for a while, Miss 
Gilpin came in and told me that I had to get into my crib again 
because a Mr. Neufeld was coming in. He had been taking down 
the Wheat Pool Elevator (in the fall of 1957) and had an attack 
of appendicitis. After he got his appendix out and had begun 
to feel better he and I had quite a time together. I always 
enjoyed it when he called me ‘Betsy’. Later on when he had a 
daughter, her nickname was ‘Betsy’ too.” 

THE CHRISTMAS TREE, by Stella Ronaghan 
I was in the Hospital when they got the Christmas tree ready. First Mr. 
Hurst put the Christmas tree in the stand. Then the two Elsies put the lights 
‘on it. Then everybody began to decorate it. They put icicles and balls on 
a Tee nurse let me get up and watch, as my room was just off the hall where 


Treally liked to watch, as the tree made the Hospital look just like home, 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR 


SOME CHARACTER SKETCHES 
By Dora Prill 


(Dora Prill was on the nursing staff in 1949 and the early 
1950’s. She has favored us with some excellent character sketches 
and comments about her experiences at Islay Hospital. We 
present them below, slightly edited.) 


Miss Elizabeth Foxton, R.N. (The Matron). She was foxier 
than you figured, and kept every one on her toes. She was a 
reddish blonde with blue eyes, and behind her most pleasing smile 
came the heartiest cackle. Dr. Hasinoff, who assisted Dr. Sweet, 
always came prepared with a joke tucked in his sleeve. At the 
finish of the operation the Matron always surprised the doctors 
with a joke in return, and her hearty laugh. This was always 
a sure sign of all being well. 


Her favorite sport was shooting ducks, she must have been 
an excellent shot, as when she came back with the ducks they 
were ready for the pan. 


Miss Maureen Gilpin, R.N.—On duty she was truly a Florence 
Nightingale at heart. In her spare time she loved to sing and 
tap dance. So the Doctor is out in the country on this stormy 
night, and the telephone is out of order; what will happen? 
What will happen? Things will go on just as if the Doctor 
were there. No one panics with such a qualified staff. She 
later joined the nursing staff in the R.C.A.F. 


Miss Annastasia Balko, R.N.—She was small but mighty. 
She could never understand why the cook had to put onions in 
the food. After all, by the time she had picked out all the onion, 
what was there left to eat? Miss Balko specialized on the 
men’s ward, and with her quick wit could soon give you a nick- 
name, If you spilled your bath water in bed, you were a 
“Beaver”. 


Dora Prill (Practical nurse) Enjoyed and loved everything 
connected with helping and comforting the sick. It seemed that 
about three times out of the four years she was there, she 
was on nights when the Vermilion Fair was on. Without fail 
there would be a wind and rain-storm, then no lights. It was 
a good thing that coal-oil lamps were always on hand, plus 
a few candles and flash lights. By the time she ran downstairs 
and mopped up the water, or tended a patient and got back 
upstairs, the water would be running down the stairs from the 
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fire escape door. Lots of water coming where it shouldn’t be, 
but, alas, none out of the taps. The pump was on the blink, so 
Mr. Turner was elected to round up some drinking water in 
cream cans. 


Mrs. Colton (relief nurse)—I am afraid that when Mrs. 
Colton came to relieve, Dr. Sweet’s sale of tonics dropped, as 
she was better than any tonic you could buy. Young or old, 
they all loved to have her around; she was truly a “ray of 
sunshine”. Evenings, she would love to play croquinole with the 
girls, or chat over a cup of tea. 


I believe she is the only one who has ever accidentally 
received a “lard shampoo”. (It just doesn’t pay to bend over, 
as you never know what the person beside you may drop on 
your head). 


No one stayed to hear how, or where, she got her shampoo! 
Believe it or not her hair looked lovely, and she got ever so 
many compliments on her lovely, shining hair. 


Mr, Alfred Turner (Janitor) Mr. Turner’s favorite expres- 
sion was, “My, my, Is that so? You don’t say.” He was a 
handy fellow to have around. Many times he gave a hand with 
patients if they slipped in the bath tub. It is not the easiest 
thing to lift a man out, especially if he fell in the tub sideways, 
and weighed about two hundred pounds. 


When the sterilizer element burned out he would take the 
operating bundles to Vermilion Hospital to be sterilized. Many 
times the old sterilizer would overflow, and there would be 
water dripping through the floor into the kitchen. In time the 
operating room was remodeled, and a new sterilizer installed. 
The pounding and plaster dust went all through the Hospital, 
but everybody lived through it. 


Irene Shattuck (First laundress, then cook)—Irene loved 
to sing, but don’t ask me what song it was, Anyone in the 
Hospital when Irene was cook will recall the Sunday night menu 
of bacon and eggs, with apple salad and parker-house rolls. 
During the rest of the week, your guess was as good as mine. 


Violet Webb (Laundress)—Took great pride in her work, 
and did a terrific job on the uniforms and all the linen. I know 
of nothing else that could have kept the nurses erect the way 
those starched uniforms did! 


Miss Jean Harrington, R.N. (Matron)—She was a tall, very 
pleasant lady who took over the duties of Matron after Miss 
Foxton changed her name to MacInnes. Miss Harrington made 
her rounds in the morning and you could tell her warm smile 
ey iat the patients were waiting for to start their day out 
right. 
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Miss Gail, R.N.—Was on staff for a short while after Miss 
Balko left. It was a pleasure to have her pleasing personality 
around, but she decided to become an Air Stewardess, so said 
“Farewell”. 


Mrs. Robertson, R.N.—Replaced Miss Gilpin. She was the 
busiest bee on duty. Off duty, she enjoyed her cup of tea. 


Dr. A. H. Sweet—A short comment on the Co-pilot. The 
nursing staff knew just what the orders would be; a thermofuge 
and mustard plaster for that hairy-chested fellow who was just 
admitted along with a few shots of penicillin. 


I am sure many very sick patients never knew that Dr. 
Sweet spent practically the whole night at their bedside. And 
changing intravenous by flashlight and coal-oil lamps when the 
lights failed in an emergency case was quite common. If the 
nurse had to go downstairs to rebuild the furnace, he stood 
by the patient till she returned. He was on call the clock 
round, and only once do I remember that he got away for two 
weeks. That was because Dr. Johnston, a very good friend and 
classmate of his who was retired, came and relieved. It brought 
back many memories for Dr. Johnston, and you could tell he 
thoroughly enjoyed being on call. 


Dr. Sweet’s main comment following a joke was “Dear, dear, 
Such goings on!” 


‘The work of nurses and doctors may seem quite routine, 
but in case of emergency their own rest is not considered. One 
stormy July night Dr. Hasinoff and Dr. King were called to assist 
Dr. Sweet. The emergency operation was carried on well through 
the silent night, and after the patient was resting quietly in 
his bed the operating room was disinfected and instruments 
sterilized. Dr. Sweet and his nursing staff then continued with 
the scheduled tonsillectomies and adenoidectomies. Sleep wasn’t 
thought of till after dinner when the operations were finished. 





No. 1—Miss Drummond and another nurse dressed for Hallowe'en Party, 1920's. 
No, 2—Miss Herrington on Fire Escape, 1950's, 
No, 3—Miss Vanco, 1952, 
No. 4—Miss E. Foxton ot desk, 1948, 
No. 5—Left to right, Violet Webb, Flossy Tessman, in front of grounds, 1953. 
No. 6—Kitchen, Dee. 1961, Mrs. D, Hannon. 
No. 7—Mr. J. Hurst, Workshop, Dec. 1961. 
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It is a wonderful feeling to know there are people so willing 
to give up their rest to help others. It must be quite a reward 
to the staff to see the patient doing so well after all their hard 
work. 


Occasionally one could tell by the serious faces and the 
silence that this time there was disappointment; that, after 
all those sleepless hours and days following the operation, it 
was all in vain. God, who is also the staff’s guiding hand, 
knows what is best, and His decision must be accepted as final. 


KEY TO PICTURES ON PAGE 114 
No. 1—Mr. Gray, Dune. Campbell, Islay Hospital, 1938. 
No. 2—Mrs. Colton, our “Ray of Sunshine’, 1940's and 1950's. 
No. 3—Dora Prill, left; Maureen Gilpin, centre; Elizabeth Foxton, right; 1950. 
No, 4—Dining Room, Mrs. B. McLennan, Mr, Alf Turner, in 1950's. 
No. 5—Mrs, U. MeFadyen, Hospital Office, Dec., 1961, 


No. 6—Residence Living Room. Left to right, Mr. George Machell, Mrs. Dori 
Colton, Mr. Alf Turner, Miss M. Gilpin, Mrs, M. Walton. In front, 
Mr. L. Whitcher, 1956. 

No. 7—Christmas, 1959. Mrs. N. Cundall, R.N., holding Master Lorne 
and Master Wayne Robinson. Looking on, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan. Mrs, 
Susan Rooks holding Master Lloyd Flewell. Sitting in front, left to right: 
Miss Wendy Beirman, Master Alex Flewell, Master Harold Preston. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE 
ANECDOTES 
Wanted Lodging for the Night 


Here is another story from the “dirty thirties” which may 
remind some of our readers of those very lean years. 


In the winter of 1933, while Mrs. Bell was on night duty at 
the Hospital, two young men appeared at the door wanting to 
sleep in the basement. Their story was that their mother was 
iil in Battleford, and they were walking home to see her and 
wanted a place to sleep. Miss Hazel Laycock was Matron 
and Mrs, Bell asked her opinion on what to do about them. The 
solution was that between the two nurses they got together 
enough money for the men to get a hotel room down town, and 
the men went away happy, leaving the Hospital undisturbed. 


This One Hadn’t Asked! 


On another oceasion the doctor was called to the Hospital 
for a case, and upon entering the waiting-room found a man 
asleep on the Winnipeg couch that was for years a familiar 
part of that room's furniture. As he appeared to have had a 
Bood sleep and the staff were too busy to make special arrange- 
ents for his night’s lodging, this transient was simply asked 
to leave. 

Four Generations in Hospital at Once 

In January, 1960, when Baby Leonard Allan Hyatt was born 
in Islay Hospital, he made more than the usual news, Also in 
hospital as patients to welcome him besides his mother, Mrs. 
‘Allan Hyatt, were his paternal grandmother, Mrs. Robert Hyatt, 
and his maternal great-grandmother, Mrs. Fred Maddex. 

This made four generations of a family in hospital at once. 


His Feet Were Cold 


Mrs. Ulva MacFadyen tells of an old gentleman who had 
cold feet. No matter what the nurses did for him his feet 
stayed cold. The cold even extended into his legs in spite of 
all efforts to apply heat. Hot water bottles were laid against 
them. Still they were cold. An extra blanket was brought, 
but there was no improvement. Another extra blanket was 
put on, and again there was no result. The frigid feeling was 
all the worse, and the old gentleman was pressing the buzzer 
incessantly for more blankets and hot water bottles. 
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Finally the frantic nurse could stand it no more. The 
buzzer from his bed was going all the time, and she had all 
the other patients to get ready for bed. So she went to the 
cabinet and got the capsicolatum ointment, a red ointment 
famious for its heating properties. This was rubbed briskly onto 
the old gentleman’s feet. No doubt the rubbing improved the 
circulation, and the capsicolatum ointment gave a most satis- 
factory feeling of heat. Out came a hot water bottle. ‘Then 
another and another. Off came the top extra blanket. Off 
came the next extra blanket, When only the single sheet was 
left and the heat still seemed unbearable, the old gentleman 
exploded,” ,” he growled, “this is a———of a 
way to treat a patient.” 








He didn’t complain of cold feet again. 


“I Have a Little Shadow That Goes In and Out With Me” 


Often a convalescent patient is more trouble than a sick 
one. Mrs. Cundal tells of a little boy who was in the Hospital. 
Dr. Sweet had left orders that he could be discharged whenever 
the parents could manage to come in for him. Roads were 
heavy and this didn’t happen for a day or so after the patient 
had been pronounced well. Obedience had not been a part of 
the training at home, and this, coupled with the natural curiosity 
and buoyaney of youth, made the youngster quite a trial for 

e staff. 


He would not stay in bed. He would not stay in his ward. 
He was in the Matron’s Office, in the dining-room, in the 
kitchen. He may even have been in the basement, but he wasn’t 
caught going there. The only place the nurses could prevent 
him from going was upstairs. So he sat half-way up the stairs 
and surveyed the passing scene from there. 


When beds were being made he was there in the way. 
He followed the nurses about like a shadow. If a nurse turned 
quickly she stumbled over him. Mrs. Cundal is sure he must 
have got an extra needle or two after his treatments were 
finished, through simply being in the way when needles were 
being given! 


Finally the parents made it through bad roads to the Hos- 
pital. The indulgent mother remarked how wonderful it always 
was “to see them well again”, and the diplomatic nurse on 
duty was quick to agree. 


If a sigh of relief was not heard by the departing parents 
it was because the nurse had stepped quickly into the kitchen 
out of hearing! 
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The Patient Who Drank 


‘The Matron of a hospital has many problems to deal with 
in the course of a day’s work. Usually, however, liquor is 
not one of these, unless it is for medicinal use, and then its 
use is strictly prescribed and carefully recorded. One Islay 
Hospital patient managed to mystify matron, nurses, caretaker 
and all, and left without being found out. 


Not only did he drink, he got drunk, and to the condition 
for which he was hospitalized was added the condition of 
being too tipsy to navigate without bumping into doors and 
beds. ‘The Matron questioned him, but without success. The 
Matron reminded him that it was strictly against the rules for 
him to have liquor on the premises. The patient kept his 
silence, and continued his drinking habits without being caught 
atit, His bed was searched. His personal effects were searched. 
Nothing was found. Now and then the patient would get 
almost sober, and ihe staff would begin to think that his 
supply had run out, wherever it was. Then the nurse on duty 
would find him tipsy again, and the search would be resumed. 
Threats were tried. ‘The patient was reminded that the Hospital 
did not have to harbor patients who refused to follow the 
rules. If he did not co-operate he could be made to leave, 
sick or not. All efforts failed to uncover his secret source, 
and the exasperated matron met with aleoholic silence when 
she attempted to reason with him, 


Eventually the patient left. Whether he was cured or not 
has not been ascertained, but no doubt the Matron did not try 
to dissuade the doctor when he said the patient could be dis- 
charged. 


Not long after the patient’s discharge something went 
wrong with the flush toilet, and the nurse on duty had to remove 
the cover of the water tank to see what was the matter. It 
was a moment’s work to move the valve which had become 
stuck, and the tank filled properly again. At the same moment 
the hiding-place of the patient’s liquor was revealed. There 
in the tank was the nearly empty bottle that the patient had 
either forgotten or found himself unable to smuggle back to 
his ward when time for his discharge came. 


‘The Case of the Missing Corpse 

Islay Hospital has its own “case of the missing corpse” in 
its file of unusual cases. The nurse who was on duty when it 
happened can laugh now. It didn’t seem funny to her at the 
time. ‘a 

An elderly person was very near death, and wasn’t expected 
to live until morning. Accordingly the Matron gave the night 
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nurse specific instructions as to what to do if the death occurred 
during the night. She was to call the Doctor, notify the next 
of kin, and phone the undertaker. This done, she was to prepare 
the body for the undertaker to come and take away. 


As expected, the elderly person died. ‘The night nurse called 
the doctor, according to her orders. However, upon being noti- 
fied, the Doctor said, “Never mind notifying’ the next of kin, 
Til do that for you.’ I'm well acquainted with these people, 
and it will save you a nasty chore.” The nurse, pleased at 
having only one more phone call to make, called the undertaker, 
and began to prepare the body for him’ to take away. 


In about a half hour’s time the undertaker called, the corpse 
was removed, and the night nurse went on about her rounds, 
changing the bed-clothing on the bed that the dead person had 
occupied, and thinking that the case was closed as far as she 
was concerned. 


Soon the buzzer went at the front door. It was a second 
undertaker, asking for the corpse that had been sent away not 
long before. The undertaker was very annoyed when the nurse 
told him that the corpse was gone. He had received orders 
to come to Islay Hospital for a corpse, and it had been released 
to someone else. For her part, the nurse was very upset. She 
had read about corpses being stolen and sold to mysterious 
people who, in turn, sold them to medical colleges, but she 
thought those days were in the past. How could this happen 
to her? By this time it was getting on towards morning, so 
the night nurse decided to phone the secretary of the Board, 
and ask his advice. The secretary did not know what to do, 
but said he would come in. Before coming in the secretary 
phoned the Chairman of the Board, and both arrived in due 


“course, a little ruffled and unshaven, but willing to tackle a 


bit of a puzzler for the night nurse. The night nurse told 
what had happened. Should she have phoned the police, she 
wondered. Her delay in phoning them might have assisted the 
robbers to get the corpse far from Islay without possibility of 
detection. But cooler counsels prevailed. The doctor was con- 
tacted, and an explanation was soon forthcoming. 


What had happened was simple enough. The next of kin, 
upon being notified of the death of the elderly person, had 
phoned the undertaker in Lloydminster. In the meantime the 
night nurse had phoned the undertaker in Vermilion. ‘Naturally 
enough the Vermilion undertaker had been able to arrive first, 
collect the corpse, and get under way little knowing that a 
Lloydminster undertaker was also on his way for it. 


Which undertaker eventually prepared the corpse for burial 
is not known, A greatly relieved night nurse never bothered 
to find out! 
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‘The Moaning Patient 
Some years. ago, when on night duty at Islay Municipal 
Hospital, ail the staff had gone out, leaving me alone with the 
patients. After every one in my charge was fixed up for the 
night and asleep I heard a noise like “Whoo-Whoo”. I went 
upstairs to see who was moaning, but everyone seemed fast 
asleep. The noise kept on and now seemed to be downstairs. 
So I tiptoed down and all around to see all the patients. All 
were asleep, and the noise seemed to be upstairs again, I made 
another trip upstairs and then down again. This happened 
three times. I was quite bewildered. Finally I looked outside, 
and saw a big owl fly off the roof. He was my “moaning 
patient”. ‘There is never a dull moment even if you are all 
alone and the patients all settled down and asleep. 
—By Mrs. U. MacFadyen. 


‘To Wait for the Train 

Another night a man came in about 12:30 and asked if he 
could wait for the train. It was cold and raining. The roads 
were quite muddy, and he had been driven into Islay by car to 
catch a train. He had about an hour and a half to wait. The 
station was all locked up, and the town was all in darkness 
except on the hill. I was a bit nervous at first, but had to let 
him stay. We had a cup of coffee or tea and a piece of toast 
while he waited. 

Years later, when I had forgotten all about him, I happened 
to meet him. He remembered me, and told me how very grate- 
ful he was for the hospitality. It had meant so much to him. 

—By Mrs. U. MacFadyen. 


Most Unforgettable Male Character 

‘A young man about 20 years had a very minor operation, 
and was a very fussy patient. Nothing about hospital life 
suited him, especially the nurses and the food, so he had many 
delicacies such as canned lobster brought in by his numerous 
girl friends. 

It seemed to be my- lot to fix his dinner tray. Opening 
a can of lobster one day I fixed one half for dinner and put the 
other half in a dish in the refrigerator for supper. Later, when 
getting milk from the fridge, I noticed the lobster was gone. 
T asked the cook, a dear old lady, if she had seen it. She was 
very particular about the looks and’ odor of everything in the 
kitchen, and she said, “Yes, Was that lobster? | thought it 
was stale salmon, and put it in the garbage.” She felt quite 
bad about this. For my part I knew that if it wasn’t replaced 
he would accuse the nurses of eating it. I said I would fix 
it up. When I had a rest period I went down to the store and 
bought another can, I had needed both the rest and the money 
at the time, but felt pleased at having things under control, as 
T thought. 
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At 5:30 p.m. I tripped very lightly into his room ‘with the 
lobster all fixed up with his other “delicacies”, and felt very 
pleased with myself. . He took one look at his tray and said, 
“What's that?” I said, “That's your lobster.” He replied, "I 
knew you nurses were capable of nearly everything, Take it 
away. I don’t want it.” “Why? What's the trouble?” I asked. 
“Oh, the cook came in and toid me she had thrown my lobster 
in the garbage by mistake, and not to blame the nurses for 
it, but I didn’t think you would take it out of the garbage and 
dish it up for me.” 





I never came so near clapping the lobster, tray and all, 
on a person's head! I still can’t stand lobster. 
— By Mrs. U. MacFadyen. 


‘Nurse, Is It Snowing Out?” 


While I was on evening shift, a lady upstairs had an epileptic 
seizure. I tried to hold a swab in her mouth to keep her from 
chewing her tongue. While I was doing this, a bell began ringing 
downstairs in the Men’s ward. I couldn’t leave this patient, 
or didn’t think I dared. I thought I was quite familiar with 
anything that any of these men might want, and didn’t think 
there could be anything too serious. This one would say, 
“Nurse, please take my blood pressure”. Another would say, 
“Don’t forget my sleeping pill”, or “You know, I need a laxative, 
the kind that’s white with brown streaks in it.” Another 
would say, “I hope you haven't forgotten my mustard plaster.” 
Or it might be, “Nurse, I always get that little drink. Just 
this much. It helps me sleep.” 





All these thoughts were going through my mind while I 
was attempting to keep the lady from chewing her tongue. 
Downstairs the bell-was ringing, and kept ringing for what 
“seemed like minutes. I flew downstairs, expecting to find that 
the world had come to an end for someone. When I got into 
the men’s ward everything seemed relaxed, and no one appeared 
to be requiring anything very urgently. I said, “Is there anything 
T ean do for you boys? Someone rang the bell.” Finally one 
of the men said, “No, I just wanted to know if it was snowing 
out.” 


He didn’t know how near he came to really finding out if it 
was snowing! 
—By Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan. 


Is There a Dance Around? 
Once during the winter an unusual thing happened while 
I was on night duty. A young man from Dewberry can vouch 
for this story, as he was a patient in a bed in the hall, recovering 


from a septic throat. I was very glad he was there, too, this 
particular night. 
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About 2:00 a.m. I was making my rounds. As I went by 
his bed he said in a low voice, “Nurse, either I'm awfully hot 
or the weather has turned milder, the building seems terribly 
warm.” T answered, “I'll slip down to the basement and turn 
off the blower”. I did this. As I started back from the base- 
ment I heard footsteps, footsteps of someone with shoes on, 
in the hall just inside the front door, This startled me, as I 
knew that any patient would be walking around with slippers 
on, pethaps even barefooted if in a hurry. T naturally expected 
that a new patient must be coming in, no doubt an emergency 
case. 


As I came around the stairway I saw two young men stand- 
ing there, well into the hospital. They had not rung the buzzer 
at the main entrance, I walked over to them and asked if I 
could help them in any way. Was one of them to be admitted, 
and did they have a slip of paper from the Doctor, with orders 
for me? Hach looked at the other as much as to say, “We 
certainly never expected to see an old battle-axe like you on 
duty”. For a long moment neither one said a word. Finally 
one mustered enough courage to say, “Do you know if there is 
a dance around tonight?” I said, “Well, boys, if there is it 
will be held in the hall, about three blocks east and one block 
north. It wouldn’t be here, as this is a hospital. The hall will 
be lit up and you'll see cars. It will be easy to find. Although 
it’s almost late enough that the dance will be over.” 


Still they stood there looking at one another in a rather 
confused manner, and I didn’t know what kind of situation I 
had on my hands, Just then the young man in the bed raised 
up almost to a sitting position, cleared his throat, and had a 
good look at them. This seemed to surprise them, as they said 
something to each other and walked out. I followed them to 
the door, and shut the door behind them, as sometimes the 
inside door did not lateh. I watched them’as they opened the 
outside door and went out. 


I went over to the young man, who was still sitting up, and 
remarked, “I wonder who they are. They didn’t look to me 
like they were dressed for dancing”. He said, “Darned if I know. 
I never saw them before. They were sure in the wrong pew, 
whatever they had on their minds. If I was going to a dance 
T’d have on my best clothes, and I'd sure go earlier than this”. 
“Most likely they expected to find a pretty little nurse on 
duty”, I suggested. “Did they ever get a surprise!” We both 
had a laugh over this. He went back to sleep, and I went 
on with my rounds, not having time to be frightened until I 
thought about it next day. 





I never found out the explanation for their visit, nor 
heard any more of them. 


—By Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX 


THE LITTLE EFFORTS HOSPITAL CLUB 


A little black notebook in the Hospital Archives has a most 
interesting story to tell. It is entitled “Little Efforts” and is an 
account of the activities of the Little Efforts Hospital Club. The 
first page lists the original members of the club. They were: 
Elizabeth Foxton, R.N., Matron; Maureen Gilpin, R.N.; Am 
Balko, R.N.; Dora Priil, Nursing Aide; Irene Shattuck, laundress ; 
Barbara Hanna, cook; Eileen Goebel, maid; and Alf Turner, 
janitor. From receipts kept within the pages it appears that 
the names Maxine Peden and Florence Wickham should be added 
to this list as members at a later date. Presumably alll staff 
were members until 1955. 








Evidently the club was first set up with the idea of making 
money to buy a piano for the residence. “Little Effort” No. 1 
was a dance and raffle held March 30, 1949. Notations in the 
book are as follows: “The Big Night Arrives—Roads Muddy 
and Bad—$135.07 clear”. A reading of correspondence then 
reveals the story of a piano that was too big. A piano was 
ordered from an eastern firm dealing in second-hand pianos. 
Some one on the staff had the presence of mind to ask the 
dealer what the measurements of the piano were. By return 
mail came the measurements. A quick check of the door through 
which the piano would have to come showed that it couldn't 
be brought in that way. As a result a different, and smaller, 
Pane was ordered. “Our piano arrived” is the June 18, 1949, 
note. 








The next problem was paying the freight on the piano. 
“Little Effort” No. 2 was held in 1949, netting only $2.19. 
Number 3 was a box social and dance on November 18, 1949, 
and this netted $16.10. “Little Effort” No. 4 must have been 
more successful, because it finished paying the freight on the 
piano and began paying for a Hoover washing machine. Little 
notations make reference to people who helped in the “Little 
Efforts”; Allen Ronaghan, then a patient in the Hospital, helped 
type the tickets, George Purves and Dalton Terrance helped as 
masters of ceremonies. This dance and raffle was held on 
March 21, 1950. 


“Little Effort” No. 5 was a dance in January, 1953, to buy 
records for the residence. The secretary noted “one Dutch 
coin passed for a fifty cent piece”. Proceeds were $48.75. 
Number 6 was a dance on November 19, 1954, and netted $26.95. 
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The last “Little Effort” to be recorded in the book was a 
dance held January 28, 1955. Whoever kept the accounts 
observed poetically: 


“A beautiful day and a wonderful dance, and—what’s even 
better—money galore. 


All of Islay turned out in style. Our hard times effort 
turned out in good times style.” 


These comments appear under “expenses”: “Orchestra— 
$35.00—worth it too”, and “Junch—$9.42—not enough coffee”. 


If there have been more ‘Little Efforts” they have not 
been recorded in the little black book. Such “Little Efforts’ 
are in the best traditions of the founders of the Hospital—if 
something is needed make an “effort” to raise the money to 
get it! 








124 










CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN 
THE HOSPITAL TODAY 

































Miss Marie M, Carey, Secretary of Islay Municipal Hospital, 
has kindly supplied the following items of interest concerning 
the Hospital today: 


Workmen’s Compensation Board Safety Committee 


In January of 1957 the Hospital Board came under the 
W.C.B. In the five years since no accidents have occurred 
at the Hospital and no claim has ever been forwarded to W.C.B. 
In compliance with W.C.B. orders a Safety Committee was set 
up as a standing committee of the Board. Members have been 
or are still serving: Mr. D. B. Shirreff, Mr. J. W. Shaw, Mr. 
Erven Garnier, Mr. G. Beckett, Mr. J. Hurst, Mrs. R. Bell, Miss 
M. M. Carey is secretary of the committee. Seventeen formal 
meetings have been held and informal discussions on safety 
are held daily as well as daily inspections. W.C.B. posters are 
put up on the staff bulletin board and the W.C.B. Safety Com- 
mittee reports are completed monthly, Every effort is made 
to make the staff, patients and public safety conscious. On 
March 14, 1961, Mr. Shirreff, Mr. Beckett, Mrs. Bell and Miss 
Carey attended a W.C.B. meeting at Vermilion Hospital. A 
film was shown and general discussion took place on safety. 





Merit rebates have been received for the past two years 
because of the excellent record. 


Fire safety is also a part of the program. Fire extinguishers 
and alarm systems are serviced regularly by the Soper-Singleton 
Co, of Edmonton. An effort is being made in 1962 to have 
a fire drill in co-operation with the Municipality. All staff are 
made fire conscious and take a very keen responsibility towards 
preventing fire. 


The North East St. Paul Regional Hospital Conference 


In November of 1957 Hospitals in Eastern Alberta were 
invited to Vegreville to a meeting of the St. Paul Regional 
Conference. The outcome of this meeting was that the two 
groups decided to amalgamate and form the North East St. 
Paul Regional Hospital Conference. This Conference is the 
largest one in Alberta and extends on the north from Radway 
through St. Paul, Bonnyville, Glendon; on the eastern boundary 
| Cold Lake; central section is from Lamont to Lloydminster with 
all hospitals in between included; on the south from Viking to 
Wainwright. These 22 hospitals comprise 12 municipal, 7 
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Roman Catholic and 8 United Church, representing 800 beds 
and 162 basinettes. The member hospitals are as follows: 
Bonnyville, St. Louis; Bonnyville, Katherine H. Prittie; Cold 
Lake, John Neil; Elk Point Municipal; Glendon Municipal; Islay 
Municipal; Lamont, Archer Memorial; Lloydminster Municipal; 
Manville Municipal; Mundare General; Myrnam Municipal; Rad- 
way, St. Joseph's; Smoky Lake Municipal; ‘St. Paul, St. Theresa’s ; 
Tofield Municipal; Two Hills Municipal; Vegreville General; Ver- 
milion Municipal; Viking Municipal; Vilna, Our Lady’s’ Hos- 
pital; Wainwright Municipal and Willingdon’ General. 


Meetings are held every three months at the various hos- 
pitals, Speakers have been heard from the Department of Health, 
Associated Hospitals of Alberta, Workmen’s Compensation Board, 
Board of Industrial Relations, Fire Commissioner and various 
other people. Institutes were held on housekeeping and medical 
records and a cooking institute is planned at the Vermilion School 
of Agirculture some time in 1962. Another outstanding feature 
of these meetings is that the Hospital Women’s Auxiliary mem- 
bers also come along and have a meeting of their own, joining 
the hospital people for lunch. The June Regional Conference 
is slated for Islay on June 21, 1962, and it is the wish of the 
Islay Hospital Board ‘that fellow hospital administrators and 
trustees will join with the people of Islay in celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the Hospital. 





Methods Used to Maintain and Improve Standards of 
Care at Islay Municipal Hospital 


Medical Staff By-Laws: While this is a one doctor hospital 
we do have by-laws signed by our doctor. It is also the policy of 
the governing board to have the doctor apply annually for per- 
mission to use the Hospital. Should another doctor wish to use 
the Hospital it would be on the recommendation of a committee 
set up by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta. 


Standing Orders: These orders for nursing personnel are 
guides to nursing procedures as ordered by the local doctor. They 
also outline such things as dress, courtesy, etc. Shift duty 
analysis is also given. 


Government Information Bulletins: These bulletins are 
a definite standard which must be maintained. Narcotic and 
controlled drug orders are a part of patient care. Maternity 
and newborn orders and inspections insure correct care in this 
department. Also to be mentioned here are Associated Hospitals 
of Alberta directives regarding pharmacy control and nursing 
service by its various committees and consultants. 


Professional Directives: The encouragement given to staff 
to belong and to participate in their professional organization 
is a great help in furthering the quality of their work. 


126 





















Matron’s Report to Board: This report containing informa- 
tion on admissions, births, deaths, lab and X-ray work, staff 
situation, etc. serves as a guide for the governing board in 
assessing the work of the nursing staff. 


STANDARDS FOR AUXILIARY PERSONNEL 


Standing Orders: These orders give details for completion 
of work in the various deparments. They outline work which 
must be completed within given time limits and set criteria upon 
which the staff may judge their work. 


Audit and Financial Statements: The auditor's statement is 
an excellent means for management, governing board and rate- 
payers to check the financial status of the district and Hos- 
pital. Financial Statements to the Board such as the Statement 
of Application and Source of Revenue for the month are guides 
to the Board in determining differences from month to month 
or year to year in expenditures. 


Government Inspections: Fire, Industrial Relations and 
Department of Health Inspections are excellent means of show- 
ing management the faults in the organization which might not 
normally be recognized. These departments have standards for 
all hospitals and their inspectors can tell us where we stand 
in relation to other hospitals. 


Public Relations: The interest shown in the Hospital by the 
ratepayers, community and press are excellent guides to manage- 
ment in assessing the quality of care given. Complaints or 
compliments from patients and their visitors must be seriously 
considered. The annual meeting and Hospital Day are means 
used to establish a relationship to the community. The interest 
of service clubs, church organizations and the clergy are also 
guides to standards and to public relations. 


POISON CONTROL SERVICE 


The Poison Control Service of the Department of Health 
provides a service in all the hospitals of Alberta. It is designed 
to service rapidly and efficiently the needs of people of Alberta 
in the event of accidental poisonings. To meet these emer 
gencies efficiently, information on the symptoms of and the 
treatment for a great variety of possible intoxicants is made 
easily and rapidly accessible. The centres have the following 
equipment: 


A Cardwheel file, holding 2,400 cards, listing the Name, 
Toxic substance, Symptoms and Treatment of practically all of 
the Household Chemicals, Household Drugs, and Pesticides in 
common use in Alberta all of the necessary drugs, equipment, 
and instruments required for the handling of accidental poison- 
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ings, the telephone number of the nearest Poison Information 
Centre, where further information on any kind of poisoning 
will be available on a 24 hour-a-day basis, and a reference 
book—“Clinical Toxicology of Commercial Products” (Home and 
Farm)—Gleason, Gosselin, Hodge. 


To date at Islay Municipal Hospital the centre has treated 
successfully four cases. The centre was put in the Hospital 
in February of 1960 and was used on April 2, 1961, May 5, 1961, 
July 29, 1961, and December 3, 1961. The four cases were 
accidental poisonings due to industrial auto and fuel; household 
chemicals; drugs and medicines for external use; and poison 
plants. At the present time the centre is located in the office 
of the Hospital. All drugs, equipment and information is con- 
tained in a specially designed, portable cupboard designed by 
Mrs. R. Bell (Matron) and built by Mr. Ward McDonald of Ver- 
milion. An emergency bed is kept ready at all times on the 
first floor of the Hospital and the poison centre is designed 
to be readily brought to the bedside. 


In return for this excellent service the Hospital submits 
monthly certain reports. 


This information has also been used on several occasions 
to relieve the minds of people about certain chemicals or drugs. 


DESCRIPTION OF HOSPITAL ROOMS 

Upstairs—Sun Room or X-ray Room: This room is painted 
in dusty beige with a white ceiling. The floor is gray and green 
vinyl tile. The windows have beige fibreglass drapes. In this 
yoom is the X-ray and the Basal Metabolism Machine. Also 
patients may sit in this room to read or play games. 

Upstairs Hall: Finished in white ceiling and pale blue walls 
with beige linoleum floor. The hall contains the nursing station 
for the whole hospital. This station was designed and built 
by Mr. Wm. McLean, the Islay Wheat Pool Agent. 

Maternity Ward: Plaster board finish and painted in white 
ceiling with peach walls and beige vinyl tile floor. This room 
was completely re-furnished in 1961 by the Simmons Co. There 
are two beds, two beside cabinets and a vanity desk in a cocoa 
color. There are lined draw drapes in this ward. 

Newborn Nursery: This room has four basinettes plus a 
special basinette for immature newborns. The room is painted 
pink and blue and has beige vinyl tile floor. Curtains are pink, 
priscilla type and there is a window in the door for admirers. 











Ladies’ Ward: ‘This room has four beds and has white 
ceiling and pink walls with a beige linoleum floor. There are 
lined draw drapes on the windows. 

Delivery Room: This room is painted pale green with white 
tile on the bottom of the walls and green vinyl tile floor. There 
is a delivery room lamp. 
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Operating Room: This room is also painted pale green with 
white tile on the bottom of the walls and green vinyl tile floor. 
‘The sterilizer is enclosed in a corner of the room and there are 
built-in cupboards for supplies and instruments, A new lamp 
was installed in 1962 supplied by Stevens Co., Calgary, and in- 
stalled by Mr. A. J. Elbrond, Electrician, and Mr, Ward McDonald, 
Carpenter. 


Hall, Downstairs: The large hall downstairs is painted in a 
gold color and there is dark brown linoleum on the floor. The 
stairs are carpented in vinyl plastic and there is cherry panelling 
along the bottom of the walls. Fire doors shut off the stairs 
separating the first and second floors. 


Waiting Room: This room is painted in a beige color with 
white ceiling. The floor is grey linoleum and tile. Windows 
have beige fibreglass curtains and the furniture is in light colors 
with walnut arborite tables. 


Office: The office has two desks and is shared by the matron 
and secretary-treasurer. The walls are beige, ceiling white and 
floor grey linoleum. Drapes are lined floral type. The office 
looks after admitting and discharging of patients as well as 
general administration. Business and medical records are filed 
here and there is a Remington typewriter and Remington cal 
calator. 


Dining Room: The staff dining room where all employees 
and help eat is painted pale green with white ceiling. The 
floor is green linoleum and drapes are lined floral type. There 
is room for 8 to eat here and the T.V. is also located here. 
Patients as well as staff look at T.V. in this room. There is also 
a lounge chair. 


Kitchen: The kitchen is painted pink and white with a light 
beige linoleum floor. There are two 30” automatic gas stoves 
as well as fridge and preparation area for patient trays. Groceries 
for the hospital are supplied by Ford and McCaughan of Islay. 
Meat is supplied for the freezer by the Dewberry Co-op. The 
milk, frozen foods and dairy products are delivered to the kitchen 
by the Saskatchewan Co-op Creamery in Lloydminster. Bread 
is delivered to kitchen by MeGavin Bakery. 

Wards: The men’s ward and two semi-private rooms are also 
on the first floor as well as a two-erib room for babies and 
the bathroom. 

Basement: The basement contains the X-ray dark room, 
storage cupboards for canned goods, root cellar, furnace area 
and workshop. The laundry room is in the basement. A com- 
bination automatic washer-dryer is here for doing tea towels 
and baby wash. ‘The hospital and residence laundry is sent out 
to MecGale’s Laundry in Lloydminster. McGale's have a truck 
and laundry is picked up and delivered to the basement on 
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Mondays and Thursdays. The service is excellent and costs 
much less than having the work done here. 

Also in the basement is the store room where drugs, surgical 
supplies, linens and office supplies are controlled and distributed 
through perpetual inventory. 

The basement connects to the residence and outside to the 
service entrance. 

Residence: The residence has three private rooms and two 
semi-private rooms, kitchenette, bath and living room. There 
is a piano and record player in the living room and all new 
furniture was installed in 1961. 

Grounds: The nicely landscaped grounds have lawns, hedges, 
flower beds and a large garden. Flowers and bedding plants 
are obtained from Mrs. Noyes at Lloydminster. There is also 
a garage for the janitor or anyone who wishes to use it. The 
front of the hospital has a conerete landing area put in during 
1961 by Mr. Ward McDonald, Mr. Jack Hurst and Mr. Clifford 
Beck. This enables patients to be loaded and unloaded in a 
dry spot. There is a large parking lot at the front of the 
hospital which is gravelled and the service lanes are also gravelled. 

The hospital is heated by hot water and natural gas sup- 
plied by Northwestern Utilities. Power is supplied by Canadian 
Utilities. The water system is in the hospital basement and 
sewage is disposed of in a septic tank. All heating and plumbing 
is serviced by W. Clifford, Kitscoty. 





General Information: 
Islay Hospital is located on a part of the NW 9-51-4-W4. 
Acreage in the Hospital District is 283,785. 

Population is 3,515 or 753 ratepayers. 

Dewberry has a population of 200 or 67 ratepayers. 

Blood transfusion service is by the Canadian Red Cross. 
This service started 12 July 1947. 

Aluminum window units installed throughout the Hospital 
in 1960 and 1961 by the DeVac Company of Edmonton. DeVac 
also installed the fire door on the escape upstairs. 

Composite insurance was taken out in July of 1959 and 
all insurance is handled by S. C. Heckbert, Vermilion. This plan 
contains fire, theft, malpractice liability, boiler, non-owned auto. 
Fidelity bonding on the secretary-treasurer is also carried. Fire 
insurance is $88,500. 

Hospital auditing has been done for 20 years by Winspear, 
Hamilton, Anderson & Co., Edmonton. Books are sent in to 
Edmonton and the secretary goes in to review the wo 





Great help in the legal department has been given over 
the past few years by Mr. Jas, MeCorry, Q.C., Kitscoty. 

All banking is done in Vermilion at The Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce., 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT 
THE X-RAY DEPARTMENT AND LABORATORY 


My first interest in the Islay Municipal Hospital was in 
reply to a monthly report in the Vermilion Standard by the 
Islay Hospital, stating their interest in establishing a better 
X-ray Department and better Laboratory procedures in their hos- 
pital district by buying more equipment and hiring personnel 
on a part-time basis to foster a programme of this nature. After 
meeting with the Hospital Board, decisions were made to purchase 
the equipment they presently ‘own and diagnostic procedures 
established. 

May I take this opportunity to thank the Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Islay Municipal Hospital who has approached mie on behalf 
of the Historical Committee to submit a report of these depart- 
ments for publication in the history. I must admit that the short 
period I have been working with this Hospital would hardly 
make history! 

In June of 1956, I was employed by the Islay Municipal 
Hospital as a part-time Technologist, at which time installation 
of a 100 M.A. Profex X-ray machine had been completed and 
new cabinet Sanborn Basal Metabolic machine with direct stylus 
writer and laboratory equipment and reagents were purchased 
for doing procedures to facilitate this hospital in extending more 
extensive diagnostic services to their patients. Routine examina- 
tions to the admitted patient consists of a large chest X-ray, com- 
plete urinalysis and haemotology examinations and diagnostic 
X-ray procedures when requested by the Medical Doctor. 

I would like to mention that the Islay Municipal Hospital 
Board has gone all out to offer service of this type for this size 
of hospital. Congratulations to the Hospital Board for this 
successful achievement! I hope you endeavor to continue extend- 
ing these and more advanced services of this nature in the future. 

It has been a pleasure to serve you, the Islay Municipal 
Hospital, for the past six years and I must admit it has been 
enjoyable experience. The co-operation given me by the Matron, 
Miss Gilpin, and the present Matron, Mrs. Bell, and staff, has 
helped greatly in extending this type of diagnostic service in this 
Hospital to the residents of this community. Then also to my 
wife, Josephine, I must extend a heartfelt thank you for her 
assistance to me in doing the clerical work in these departments. 

Hoping to be of further service to the Islay Municipal Hos- 
pital in the X-ray and Laboratory Departments, 


Your Medical Technologist, 
L. W. MARIAN, A.M.T. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE 
IN CONCLUSION, 


“Five years is a lot,” Winston Churchill has wrtiten. 
“Twenty years is the horizon to most people. Fifty years is 
antiquity”. 

How shall we measure fifty years in relation to “the Hospital 
on the Hill”? 


Miss Teetgen’s novel, “A White Passion”, has captured for 
us some of the look and feel of life here in 1912. What message 
set down at the end of this first fifty years will have meaning 
for readers at the end of the Hospital's first century? 

Should we say that what was “prairie” country now has 
the appearance of “parkland”? Should we say that winding 
prairie trails have given way to a grid of roads gravelled for 
summer travel and kept open for most winter travel? Should 
we mention that the Doctor can pass both the “Hogsback” and 
the “Five Kill Hill” in the same hour's driving? 

What of the rural schools which served as meeting places 
at the time of the Hospital's founding? Should we say that 
most of them are now closed and that buses transport our 
children to centralized schools? 

Will our reader of 2012 be interested in knowing that 
people alive today can remember the changes from “Local 
Improvement Districts” to the “nine township municipalities” 
and then to the large municipality of Vermilion River? 

We have published a snapshot of an early staff on the 
Hospital woodpile. Should we mention that natural gas from 
the depths of the earth now serves the cook as she prepares 
the meals? 

Miss Teetgen must have given thought to such things as 
she prepared her manuscript of “A White Passion”. Her efforts 
have provided us with many clues to follow in preparing our 
history. 

As this goes to press Miss Teetgen’s story is being repro- 
duced serially in the Western Producer, and is being cut out 
and saved by many readers. 

No doubt we of the Historical Committee have recorded 
more clues in this history than we realize. We can only hope 
that they are the right ones. 

We must certainly record that at this writing the Hospital 
has been open for over 15,000 days without a break of any 
kind. While schools and churches, businesses and homes have 
seen their lights go out and their people leave them tem- 
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porarily, life has gone on “on the hill” without a break, Late 
at night the lights go on in the operating room while an 
operation is performed. Eventually the lights of moving auto- 
mobiles show that the doctors have completed their work and 
are going home to get some sleep before the new day’s work. 
‘The light in the operating room stays on for a time, showing 
that the nurse is leaving the operating room in readiness for 
the next operation. 


Also worthy of note is that over 14,000 patients have 
been admitted since the first was admitted in 1912. 


We must also record that at this writing the Hospital has 
seen more than 1,700 babies come into the world. Or should 
we say “nearly” 1,700, for our reader of 2012 will know that 
many a new life has not waited until the mother was safely 
in hospital! 


And perhaps this is the point to conclude our account. For 
our reader of 2012 will understand when we say that the 
Hospital which was intended to be a maternity hospital—built 
in vigorous response to a heartbreaking event of pioneer times— 
has served its purpose well. In many cases that reader of 2012 
will have been born in “The Hospital on the Hill’. 


1961 BOARD OF ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 


left to right: G. Beckett, Erven Garnier, Bill Shaw. 
ey, Secretary; Mr. Douglas Shirreff, 
Bell, Matror 





TEA to igkt—emes. 0. Downey, 
‘c. ‘Giter and Miss) E."Ban 


Wes. Wn, Hannon — Liingress, Miss Elsie Bandura, Housekeeper 
in Gasement" Laundry Room 


Mes. A. Makoboniuk (aursiog ale) in 
Children’s Ware 


Hees, Re Bell, RLM. Matron, and Miss 
Hin careyseeretvasTreasrer, fice 





STAFFS OF ISLAY LADY MINTO COTTAGE HOSPITAL 


1912 
Nursing Staff - - Mrs. Lively, Miss Pringle, Miss 
Dorway (Matron), Miss Murray. 


Housekeeping Staff Miss A. B. Teetgen, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Springford, Sadie ‘Connon, Mr, A. 
Cleveland, A. B, Ruston. 


1913 
Nursing Staff - - Miss Dorway (Matron), Miss Grace 
Murray, Mrs. Florence Smith. 


Housekeeping Staff Miss W. Threadgold, Miss Mary 
Peacock, Tom Lavoie. 


1914 


Nursing Staff- - - Miss Kervin (Matron), Miss 
Florence Mayson. 


Housekeeping Staff - Miss Mary Peacock, Mr. Higgin, 
Jack Holland. 


1915 


Nursing Staff- - - Miss Kervin (Matron), Miss Flor- 
ence Mayson. 


Housekeeping Staff - Miss Mary Peacock, Jack Holland. 


1916 
Nursing Staff- - - Miss Dorway. 


1918 


Nursing Staff- - - Mrs. Roy Stone (nee Mayson) 
Housekeeping Staff - Miss Lizzy Gilchrist, Miss Rachel 
Taggart, Mrs. Threadgold. 


(Note: We have, also been given the name of a Mr, Lovell, but have not 
been able to find when he was caretaker.) 





BOARDS OF ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 


A. C. Wood 
Ambrose Dixon 
(Chairman) 


A. C. Wood 


A. Dixon 


Andrew Wood 


E. Herridge 


Andrew Wood 


E. Herridge 


Andrew Wood 


E, Herridge 


Andrew Wood 
E. Herridge 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
Dr. Armstrong 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


1919 
T. Nichols 


1920 
. Nichols 


1921 
'. Nichols 


1922 
T. Nichols 
(Chairman) 


1923 
. Nichols 


1924 
'. Nichols 


1925, 
. Nichols 


1926 
T. Nichols 
Dr. Armstrong 


1927 
T. Nichols 
NN. McEachern 
1928 


T. Nichols 
NN. McEachern 
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A. McMillan 


N. MacInnes 
(Chairman) 
Mrs. 8. J. Irwin 


N. MacInnes 
(Chairman) 
Mrs. S. J. Irwin 


Eli Sweet 


Tom Lee 


Eli Sweet 
(Chairman) 
Tom Lee 


Eli Sweet 
Tom Lee 


Eli Sweet 
Tom Lee 


G. W. Benson 
Tom Lee 


G. W. Benson 
Tom Lee 


G. W. Benson 
Tom Lee 





Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


Andrew Wood 


J. Givens 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
J, Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


1929 
J. Steenson 
John Shaw 
1930 
J. Steenson 
E, Moore 
1931 
J. Steenson 
E. Moore 
1932 
J. Steenson 
E. Moore 


1933, 
James Steenson 
J. Givens 

1934 
James Steenson 


1935, 
P. Carmichael 


1936 
P. Carmichael 


1 
W. Elliott 


1938 
W. Elliott 


1939 
A. Hildreth 
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G. W. Benson 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. Kent 


John Shaw 
W. W. Kent 


. L. Brown 
. W. Kent 


. L, Brown 
. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


. L. Brown 
. Urquhart 


. L. Brown 
. Urquhart 


. L. Brown 
. Urquhart 


. L, Brown 
VY. Urquhart 





Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
J. Givens 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
Ivan Inman 


Andrew Wood 
Ivan Inman 


Andrew Wood 
Robert Martin 


Andrew Wood 
W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 


W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


Andrew Wood 
H. Gordon 


S. Butz 


1940 
.. Hildreth 


1941 
. Portsmith 


1942 
. Portsmith 


1943 
|. Portsmith 


1944 
|. Portsmith 


1945 
. Portsmith 


1946 
. Portsmith 


1947 
George Jack 


1948 
George Jack 
H. Gordon 
(Chairman) 
1949 
George Jack 
H. Gordon 
(Chairman) 
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W. L. Roebuck 
W. Urquhart 


W. L. Brown 
W. Urquhart 


H. Waterfield 
W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


H. Waterfield 


W. Urquhart 
(Chairman) 


H. Waterfield 
ae Urquhart 


irman) 


H. Waterfield 


H. Waterfield 


H. Waterfield 
(Chairman) 


C. Redmond 


C. Redmond 





1950 
George Jack 
H. Gordon 
(Chairman) 
1951 
George Jack 


(Chairman after 
Mr. Gordon's 


death) 
Ivan Inman 


(To complete Mr. 
Gordon’s term) 


1952 

George Jack 
(Chairman) 

Ivan Inman 


1953 


D. B. Shirreff 


D. B. Shirreff 


D. B. Shirreff 


Andrew Wood (to complete Mr. Butz’s term) 


George Jack 
(Chairman) 


John Whiteside 


John Whiteside 


Erven Garnier 


Erven Garnier 


Erven Garnier 


D. B. Shirreff 


1954 

George Jack 
(Chairman) 

Ivan Inman 
1955 

George Jack 
(Chairman) 
R. G. Purves 
1956 

George Jack 
(Chairman) 
R. G, Purves 


1957 


D. B. Shirreff 

(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 

1958 

D. B. Shirreff 


(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 
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Ivan Inman 


D. B. Shirreff 


. B. Shirreff 


. B. Shirreff 


Beckett 


Beckett 





1959 


Erven Garnier D. B. Shirreff G, Beckett 
(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 


1960 


Erven Garnier D. B. Shirreff G. Beckett 
(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 


1961 


Erven Garnier D. B. Shirreff Beckett 
(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 


1962 


J.C. Anderson —_D. B. Shirreff G. Beckett 
(Chairman) 
J. W. Shaw 


Secretary-Treasurers of Islay Municipal Hospital: 


J. T. Fyfe 1919-1920 
A. E. MacDonald 1920 

W. East 1920-1921 
A. Beecroft 1921-1939 
G. Edwards 1939-1941 
W. L, Roebuck 1941-1957 
Miss M. M. Carey 1957- 





STAFFS OF ISLAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - 
Nurses - 


Housekeeping 


Matrons - - 
Nurses - 


Housekeeping 


Matrons - 
Nurses - 


Housekeeping 


Matron - 
Nurses - 


Housekeeping 


Matrons - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


1919 
Mr. and Mrs. A. B, Ruston 


1920 
Mrs. Roy Stone, Miss J, R. McIntyre, 
Miss Wright. 
A. J. Innes, E. M. Neilson, R. Potvin, 
F. L. Dale, Miss Lee. 


Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Ruston, Miss Allan, 
Mr. M, Callery, Mr. 0. V. Easton. 


1921 
Miss Wright, Miss Smith, Miss Russell. 
Misses Operts, Reid, West, Smith, Leask, 
Sweet, Galbraith. 
Miss Allan, Miss Nelson, Miss Clack, 
Janet Fairbrother, Rena Gur, John 
Houle. 


1922 
Miss Russell, Miss Nellie Gilchrist. 
Misses Mattern, MeColeman, Corestine, 
Spencer. 


Lena Smith, Lucy Hannon, Mrs. Harry 
Brown, Constance Clack, Rena Gur, 
John Houle, Mr. Kulon, 


1923 
Miss Nellie Gilchrist. 
Misses McColeman, Corestine, Spencer, 
Baron, Allan, Smythe. 


Misses Smith, Clack, Newcombe, Gur, 
Hoyle, Mrs. Harry Brown, Mrs. Minard, 
Mr. Houle, Mr. C. Waller, Mr. Lingham. 


1924 
Miss Nellie Gilchrist, Miss Edna 
Drummond. 
Misses Baron, Smythe, Williams, Kerr, 
Russell, E, Newcombe. 
Mrs. Minard, Mrs. Harry Brown, Misses 
Grace Nelson, Irene Newcombe, Bessie 
White, Tom White. 
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Hoaeskedphig Statt 


Housekeeping Staff 


Housekeeping Statt 





Housekeeping Staff 






Housekeeping Staff 







Housekeeping Staff 





1925 
Miss Edna Drummond 


Misses Grace Nelson, Mabel Nelson, 
Bessie White, Tom White. 


1926 

Miss Edna Drummond. 

Misses Kerr, Russell, Mae Shaw, Me- 
Keague, C. Bell, Thompson, Mrs. Me- 
Fadden. 

Misses Grace Nelson, Mabel Nelson, 
Bessie Duncan, Helen Robinson, Tom 
White. 





1927 
Mrs. McFadden, Miss Edna Drummond. 
Miss Drummond, Miss Vivash. 


Mii 
White. 


1928 
Miss Edna Drummond, Miss Willows, 
Miss Dorothy Spencer. 

Misses Marshall, McMillan, Oronson, 
Hickey, Rees, Blakin, Evans, Stocking, 
Taylor, Smith, Malonix, Martin, Dron, 
McCormick, Newsham,’ Wheeler, Me- 
Leod, Mrs. Winters. 

Miss M, Nelson, Miss Harrison, Miss 
Thompson, Mrs.’ Brown, E. A. Moore, 
Helen Robinson, Tom White, P. Proctor. 


1929 
Miss Dorothy Spencer, Miss Bullock. 
Miss McLeod, Miss Holmes, Miss Fern 
Townsend, Miss Perkins. 

Miss M. Nelson, Miss Harrison, Tom 
White. 


1930 
Miss G. Bullock. 

Misses Fern Townsend, H. Holmes, C. 
Bell, E. Deering, Mrs. Hobbe, Mrs. A. 
Little. 

Miss M. Nelson, Tom White, Miss M. 
Robinson, Miss Sutter. 
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M. Nelson, Helen Robinson, Tom 

















Matrons - 
Nurses - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 
Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 
Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 
Housekeeping Staff 
Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


1931 

Miss G. Bullock, Miss Hazel Laycock. 
Miss Fern Townsend, Misses H. Shaw, 
H. Holmes, M. Powell, E. Deering, Gerry, 
Buttorf, Ward, Mrs. A. Little. 

Miss Anne Redmond, Tom White, Miss 
M. Robinson, Miss Sutter, Miss G. 
Nelson, Miss Watt. 


1932 
Miss Hazel Laycock. 
Miss Fern Townsend, Miss Elsie Deering 
Anne Redmond, Minnie Robinson, Tom 
White. 


1933 
Miss Hazel Laycock, Miss G. Bullock. 
Miss Mabel Nelson, Miss E. Deering, 
Miss Shaw, 
Anne Redmond, Minnie Robinson, Tom 
White. 


1934 
Miss G. Bullock. 
Miss Shaw, Miss M. Powell, Miss E. 
Deering. 
Anne Redmond, Irene Simmons, Tom 
White. 


1935, 
Miss G. Bullock. 


Misses M. Powell, J. Kent, E. Deering, 
Sutter, Mrs. Bell. 


Irene Simmons, Tom White. 


1936 
Miss M. M. Sissons. 


Misses Willa Smith, Dorothy Maltais, 
Olive Barnett, Irene Hancock. 


Gertie Ollis, Irene Simmons, Tom: White. 


1937 
Misses Sissons, Smith. 


Misses D. Maltais, O. Barnett, I. 
Hancock. 


Gertie Ollis, Irene Simmons, Tom White. 
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Matron - - - = 
Nurses - - - - 






Housekeeping Staff 





Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 
































Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping 


Matrons - 
Nurses - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Si 


Matrons - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


1938 
Miss W. Smith. 
Misses D. Maltais, O. Barnett, Gertrude 
Powers, Peters. 
Gertie Ollis, Irene Simmons, Tom White. 


1939 
Miss W. Smith 
Misses O. Barnett, K. Young, G. Powers, 
Mrs. Duffy. 
ertie Ollis, Miss Martin, L. Riley, Irene 
Simmons, ‘Tom White. 
1940 
Miss W. Smith. 
Misses O. Barnett, K. Young, K. Whid- 
don, Mrs. Duffy. 
G. Ollis, I. Simmons, M 
Riley, Tom White. 
1941 
Miss W. Smith, Miss J.McKee. 
Misses O. Barnett, K. Whiddon, J. 
isher, P. Kohlruss, E. C. Yonkers, J. 
Stephenson, A. Croteau, J, Swainson, 
Ruth Hart, E. M. Deputan, Bernice Gall, 
Mrs. Ducey, Mrs. A. White, Mrs. E. 
Winters, Airs, R. Beli, Mrs, Parley. 
Misses G. Ollis, B. Cowan, G. Forbes, 
R. Walsh, I. Simmons, D. Maggs, J. 
Landells, Tom White, R. Lambert. 
1942 
Miss J. McKee. 
Misses E. C. Yonkers, P. Kohlruss, M. 
Evans, M. Malysh, Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. 
‘A. White. 
Misses R. Walsh, E. Lee, A. Lukawitski, 
D. Maggs, Mrs. 15, Farley, Mrs. F. Davis 
M Lottie Stone, Mr. R. Lambert, Mr. 
C. W. Hamilton. 
1943 
Miss J, McKee, Miss H. Sadoway. 
Misses L. Schneider, E. Patterson, M. 
Lucas, P. Kohlruss, M. Malysh, T. W. 
Young, Mrs. B. L. Crawshaw, ‘Mis. Cc. 
Fisher, Mrs. R. Bell. 
Mrs. L. Stone, Misses D. Maggs, T. Me- 
Neely, F. McLennan, Mr. C. W. Hamilton 
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Martin, Miss 
































Matron - 
Nurses - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron 


Nurses 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - + - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - - 
Nurses - - - = 


Housekeeping Staff 


1944 

H. Sadoway. 

Misses L. Gingell, M. Malysh, N. H. 
Mott, D. Phillips, M. Ashmore, M. Lucas, 
Mrs.’ Melntyre. 

Mrs. L. Stone, Mrs, R. Martin, Misses 
D. Maggs, J. Reid, V. Gould, F. Tessman, 
M. Isley, ‘T. Cox, M. Barnett, R. Anson, 
Mr. C. W. Hamilton. 


1945, 

Miss H. Sadoway, Miss L. Gingell. 
Misses D. Evans, M. Ashmore, F. Tess- 
man, E, Gillanders, M. Houdek, M. 
Hallett, F. Wiethold. 

Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs. Rose, Misses T. 
Cox, C. Malonek, E. Haskell, J. Robinson, 
P. Torrance, E. Carlson, } Cc. W. 
Hamilton, Mr. J. Young, Mr. G. Savage. 


1946 
Miss L. Gingell, Mrs. A. Manson. 
Miss E. Gillanders, Miss A. MacCrim- 
mon, Mrs. Chas. Head. 
Misses F, Wiethold, D. Evans, M. 
Younge, F. Tessman, J. Podlubny, E. 
Cardiff, G. Block, Mrs. McKerihan, Mrs. 
U. MacFadyen, Mrs. A. Isert, Mrs. 
Colton. 
Misses P. Torrance, J. Robinson, F. Brix, 
Y. Mitchell, M. Barber, Mr. A. Turner, 
Mr. C. Beck. 


1947 
Mrs. Chas. Head, Mrs. E. V. Wood. 
Misses E. Cardiff, F. Tessman, M. Gil- 
pin, Mrs. A. Isert, Mrs. U. MacFadyen, 
Mrs. Colton, Mrs. R. MeKerihan. 
Misses P. Torrance, M. Barber, J. 
Robinson, M. MacFadyen, I. Shattuck, 
Mr, A. Turner. 


1948 
Mrs. E. V. Wood, Miss E. Foxton. 
Misses M. Gilpin, F, Tessman, A. Balko, 
D. Harley, Mrs. U. MacFadyen, Mrs. A. 
Isert, Mrs. G. Colton. 
Misses Torrance, J. Farrer, B. Hanna, 
I. Shattuck, Mr.'A. Turner. 
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Housekeeping Staff 


| Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - ~ 


Housekeeping 


Matron - - - - 


Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping § 


Matrons - - - - 
ii Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matrons - ~- 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


1949 
Miss E. Foxton. 

Misses M. Gilpin, A. Balko, D. Prill, 
Mrs. A. Isert, Mrs. G. Colton. 

Misses B. Hanna, E. Goebel, J. Farrer, 
D. Thomsen, E, Lake, L, Lake, U. 
Christman, M. Laurenceson, M. Dibb, 
I. Shattuck, Mrs. H. Olds, Mr. A. Turner, 
Mr. H. Mitchell. 


1950 
Miss E, Foxton. 
Misses A. Balko, M. Gilpin, D. Prill, 
Mrs. G. Colton. 
F. Wickham, Miss D. Thomsen, I. Shat- 
tuck, May Dibb, Mr. A. Turner. 


1951 
Miss E. Foxton, Miss M. Robertson, Mrs. 
MacInnes. 
Misses M. Gilpin, A. Balko, D. Prill, A. 
Raymond, M. Dupuit, Mrs. G. Colton, 
Mrs. A. Isert, Mrs. Grant. 
Misses F. Wickham, I. Shattuck, D. 
‘Thomsen, Mr. A, Turner. 


1952 
Miss J. Harrington, Mrs. E. MacInnes. 
Misses M. Vance, R, Borme, D. Prill, 
F. Gale, M. Robertson, M. Dupuit, D. 
Adamyk, Mrs. R. Bell,’ Mrs. G. Colton: 
Misses D. Thomsen, I. Shattuck, V. 
Webb (Budzilka), P.’Helinski, F. Wick- 
ham, C. Lawrence, B. Parker, Mrs. G. 
Schaffer, Mr. A. Turner. 

1953 
Mrs. B, Maclnnes, Mrs. A. Purser. 
Mrs. R. Bell, Misses R. Borme, D. Prill, 
M. Dupuit, N. Moderwell, I. Flaherty, 
M. Vasrude, Mrs. L. Axley, Mrs. C. 
Redmond, Miss L’Heureux,’ Miss’ M. 
Jarvie, Miss A. Hansen, Mrs. U. Mac- 
Fadyen, E. McKerricher. 
Misses F. Wickham, V. Budzilka, B. 
Parker, Mrs, Milton,’ Mrs. G. Schaffer, 
Miss B. Robinson, B. Buchanan, Mrs. 
McKerihan, Mrs. ‘W. Lively, Mrs. 1. 
Olds, Mr. A. Turner. 
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Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - - - - 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


Matron - 
Nurses - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


X-ray - 
Matron 
Nurses - - - - 


Housekeeping Staff 


5 


1954 
Mrs. A. Purser." 
Misses M, Jarvie, A. L’Heureux, A. 
Hansen, E. McKerracher, Mrs. Zubkow- 
ski, Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. C. Redmond, 
Mrs. U. MacFadyen, Mrs. MaclInnes, 
Miss V. Young, Mrs. C. Beck, Miss M, 
Peden, Mrs. M. Walton, Miss G. Norppa, 
Mrs. E. Blake, Miss Anne Grech, Mrs. 
R. McKerihan. 
Mrs. H. Olds, Mrs. W. Lively, Miss B. 
Buchanan, Mrs. Grant, Miss Mae Carey, 
Miss N. Thompson, Mr. A. Turner. 


1955 
Mrs. A. Purser, Miss F. Mills. 
Mrs. M. Walton, Misses M. Peden, Anne 
Grech, G. Norppa, Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. C. 
Redmond, E. Hnatow, P. Gemmell, M. 
Gilpin, Mrs. G. Colton. 
Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. Lively, 
Miss B. Buchanan, H. Thompson, [- 
Kennedy, R. Ricken, Mrs. W. Hannon, 
Mrs. G. Schaffer, Mr. A, Turner. 


1956 
Miss M. Gilpin. 
irs. A. Purser, Mrs. M. Walton, Miss 
M. Peden, A. Grech, Mrs. C. Redmond, 
Mrs. R. Bell, A. Clarke, Mrs. C. Beck, 
F. Sweeney, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, S. 
Hnatow. 
Misses E. Podhaniuk, D. Colton, Mrs. 
W. Hannon, Mrs. G. Schaffer, Mr. A. 
Turner, Mr. G. Machell, I. Whitcher. 
Mr. L. Marian. 


1957 
Miss M. Gilpin. 
Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. M, Walton, Mrs. B. 
McLennan, Miss 8, Hnatow,’ Mrs. A. 
Purser, Miss L. Luniw, Mrs. A. E. 
Ronaghan. 
Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. D. Colton, Mrs. 
W. Hannon, Mrs.’ V. Fedow, Mrs. G. 
Schaffer, Miss E. Duddy, Mrs. Ho 
Mr. I. Whitcher, Mr. K. Karlsson. 
Mr. L. Marian. 
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Matron 
Nurses 


Housekeeping Staff 


Xray - 


Matron 
Nurses 


Housekeeping 


X-ray - 


Matron. 
Nurses 


Housekeeping 


X-ray - 





Staff 


Staff 








1958 


* Miss M. Gilpin. 


Mrs. R. Bell, Mrs. A. Purser, Mrs. 
MacFadyen, Mrs. B, McLennan, Mrs. 
A. E. Ronaghan, Miss S. Hnatow, Mis 
N. Landells, Mrs. L. Gessner, Miss B. 
Ewen. 

Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. Hannon, 
Mrs. Howard, Miss P. Beeds, Miss A. 
Epp, Mrs. G. Schaffer, Mr. J. Hurst. 
Mr, L. Marian. 


1959 

Miss M. Gilpin, Mrs. R. Bell. 

Mrs. M. Walton, Mrs. B. Cundal, Mrs. 
G. Purves, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, M 
M. Maggs, Miss E. Mullen, Mrs. Susan 
Rooks, Mrs. L. Gessner. 

Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. Hannon, 
Mrs. G. Schaffer, Mrs. W. Lively, Mr. 
J. Hurst. 

Mr. L. Marian. 





1960 
Mrs. R. Bell. 
Mrs. M. Walton, Mrs. B. Cundal, Miss 
E. Larcombe, Mrs. A. Makohoniuk, Mrs. 
S. Rooks, Mrs. G. Purves, Mrs. A. E. 
Ronaghan, Miss R. Lofthouse. 
E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. Hannon, 
Miss $. Noyce, Mrs. W. Lively, Mr. J. 
Hurst. 
Mr. L, Marian. 








1961 
Mrs. R. Bell. 
Mrs. B, Cundal, Mrs. A. Purser, Mrs. M. 
Budda, Mrs. G. Purves, Miss’ E, Lar- 
combe, Mrs. A. E. Ronaghan, Mrs. A. 
Makohoniuk, Mrs, U. MacFadyen, Mrs. 
0, Downey, Mrs. ‘T. Anderson, Miss V. 
Fink, Mrs. G. Gilbert. 
Miss E. Podhaniuk, Mrs. W. Hannon, 
Miss S. Noyce, Mrs. W. Lively, Miss 
K. Rainey, Miss E. Bandura, Mr. J. 
Hurst. 
Mr, L, Marian. 
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Matron 
Nurses 


Housekeeping Staff 


X-vay - 


1962 
Mrs. R. Bell. 
Mrs. B. Cundal, Mrs. 0. Downey, Mrs. 
A. Purser, Mrs. U. MacFadyen, Mrs. A. 
Makohoniuk, Mrs. G. Gilbert, Miss F. 
O'Leary. 
Mrs. E, Hannon, Mrs. W. Hannon, Miss 
E. Bandura, Mrs. W. Lively, Mrs. G. 
Schaffer, Mr. J. Hurst. 
Mr. L. Marian. 
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